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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TT  was  in  the  end  of  autumn,  1792,  that  the  author  firft 
heard  of  a  defign  to  publifh  a  fketch  of  the  Hiftory  and 
Antiquities  of  the  Abbey  and  Borough  of  Evejham.  The  idea 
of  a  tolerable  defcription  of  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  an 
Abbey  once  fo  magnificent,  and  in  a  fituation  fo  pilturefque 
and  beautiful,  mod  pleafingly  ftruck  his  imagination  ;  and, 
refolving  to  promote  the  undertaking  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  he,  foon  after,  engaged  to  write  a  preface  to  it.  By 
little  and  little,  this  intended  preface  induced  a  farther  en- 
gagement to  take  upon  himfelf  the  entire  conduit  of  the  work  ; 
—  at  firft,  with  few  materials,  and  little  profpelt  of  fuccefs. 
An  acceffion  to  thefe  materials  foon  however  flowed  in  fo 
plentifully  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum  and  other  fources,  as  to 
have  fwelled  the  book  to  its  prefent  dimenfions : — far  beyond 
what  was  originally  intended,  or  what  the  price  affixed  to  the 
fubfcription  will,  in  prudence,  juftify. 

It  may  be  needlefs  to  inform  the  experienced  reader,  that  the 
author  was,  at  his  firft  fetting  down  to  the  work,  but  a  novice 
in  ancient  lore ;   or  that  the  undertaking  has  not  yet  educated 

him 


vi 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


him  into  a  very  expert  antiquary.  Some  miftakes,  near  the  be- 
ginning of  the  book,  will  ferve  to  evince  this  truth.  Others 
may  be  placed  to  the  account  of  mere  inadvertency ,  Both  kinds 
are  rectified,  as  far  as  poffible,  among  the  additions  and  corrections 
at  the  end.  —  If  it  mould  appear  to  any  reader,  that  fome  of 
thofe  articles  which  relate  to  the  frefent  fiate  of  the  town  have 
been  touched  with  too  light  and  curfory  a  hand,  he  is.  in  that 
cafe,  referred  to  the  confiitutions  and  charter  of  this  Borough,  in 
the  latter  Appendix,  which  it  was  nccejfary  to  infert ;  but,  on 
which,  it  would  have  been  equally  fwperjliious,  previoully,  to 
enlarge. 

Fladbury,  March,  1794. 
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CHAP.  I. 

NAME,  AND  ITS  ETYMOLOGY  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  ABBEY. 

THE  derivation  of  the  word  Evesham  is  too  obvious  to  make  much 
inveftigation  neceflary;  and  even  the  little  here  employed  would,  I  am 
perfuaded,  be  difpenfed  with  by  the  common  reader.  But  an  antiquary, 
though  of  the  lefs  rigorous  clafs,  will  require  that  the  ground  be,  in  fome 
meafure,  cleared  before  a  foundation  is  laid.  As  the  few  particulars  on  this 
fubjecl  handed  down  to  us  from  antiquity  are,  though  in  part  fabulous,  yet 
curious  and  interefting  to  the  imagination,  it  will  perhaps  be  proper  to  com- 
ply with  the  ufual  formulary  :  and  if  a  fabulous  origin  was,  with  any  reafon, 
t"he  delight  of  former  ages,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  will  fee  that  they  have 
little  lefs  caufe  to  boaft  than  even  Greece  herfelf ;  — for  their  origin,  not  fo 
much  from  antiquity,  as  ecclefiaftical  policy,  is  almoft  loft  in  the  clouds  of 
legendary  ficlion. 

The  name,  at  prefent,  written  and  pronounced  Evefham,  has,  at  various 
periods,  been  Homme,  Hatholm,  Hethelhomme ,  and  Ethomme;*  to  which  Leland, 

B  on 

*  Dr. Nafli  thinks  Cromchomme  to  have  been  one  of  its  ancient  names;  but  it  feems  evident  from 
the  old  charters  that  this  was  the  former  name  of  Cracome,  or,  at  leaft,  of  a  place  at  fome  diftance 
from  Evefham. 
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on  the  authority  of  Rovvfe's  MSS.  has  added  Helhbo.*  This  laft  is  probably  the 
Biitifli  appellation  of  the  fpot,  and  is  fupported  only  by  Leland's  authority: 
but  the  five  former  doubtlefs  belonged  to  the  place  immediately  before  its  in- 
habitation. They  are  all  evidently  corrupted  from,  or  compounds  of,  the 
word  Holm,  which,  in  the  Saxon  language,  fignifies  a  river  ijland,  and  fome- 
timcs  a  hill,  or  fifing  ground.  In  both  thefe  fenfes  is  the  word  applicable  to 
Evefham ;  as  it  is  almoft  infulated  by  the  river  Avon,  and  is  moreover  lituated 
on  a  bank  riling,  in  molt  places,  abruptly  and  fteeply  from  the  water.  After 
the  foundation  of  the  Abbey,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  Eovefiwlmt  was, 
for  fome  time,  the  proper  appellation  :  a  word  which  I  have  frequently  found 
in  ancient  maps,  and  which  comes  the  neareft  of  all  to  etymological  truth. 
This  fignifies  the  ifland  or  peninfula  of  Eoves;  and  Eoves  was  the  name  of  the 
herdfman  who,  as  we  fhall  foon  find,  had  a  miraculous  intercourfe  with  the 
Virgin  Mary  on  the  fpot  where  the  Abbey  afterwards  flood.  When  the  vi- 
cinity began  to  afTume  the  appearance  of  cultivation,  and  became  inhabited, 
it  was  called  Eovefimm ;  which  name  continued  to  the  time  of  Leland,  and  pro- 
bably later.  The  change  of  Holm  to  Ham,  which  latter  term  implies  a  fmall 
town  or  village,  and  is  the  termination  of  the  names  of  at  leait  one  third  part 
of  Englifh  towns,  might  then  be  effected,  either  by  defign,  or  poffibly  through 
the  mere  corrupt  ufe  of  one  fyllable  for  another.  In  procefs  of  time,  the  o 
being  dropped  as  fupernuous,  the  name  of  Evejham  affumed  its  prefent  form. 

Egwin,  called  St.  Egwin  f  by  the  courtefy  of  the  monks,  was  the  founder 
of  the  Abbey,  in  the  year  709.4:  He  was  the  third  bifhop^  of  the  Wiccians, 
or  of  Worcefter  ;  and  as  fuch  doubtlefs  poffeiTed  fome  land  on  or  near  the 

fite  : 

*  Eovefham  oppidum  fic  di&um  a  paftore  ejufdem  nominis.  Locus  ante  di&us  HETHBO. 
[Lei.  Itin.  App.  vol.4.] 

t  Egwin  was  of  high  defcent.  Rowfe's  MS.  [Lei.  Itin.  App.  vol.  4.]  fays  of  him,  — "  Fuit 
fundator  Evefhamenlis  ccenobii  et  filius  fecundum  quofdam  Brecani  Reguli  Breconiae." 

%  I  have  a  MS.  but  without  name  or  reference,  which  fays  that  he  began  his  Abbey  in  the  year 
682.  This  is  before  he  was  made  bifhop,  and  feems  improbable.  Tanner  [Not.  Mon.  p.  168;] 
fays  in  701.  The  date  of  Conftantine's  charter  may  decide  the  point  as  to  the  confecration  of  his 
Abbey,  but  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  Egwin  began  to  build  as  early  as  the  year  702. 

§  There  had  been  three  bifhops  elefted  to  the  fee  before  him,  whofe  names  were  Tadfrith  or 
Tadfrid,  Bofel,  and  Oftfor,  or  Oftfor ;  but  of  thefe  the  firft  died  before  confecration.  [Green's 
Survey  of  Worcefter,  p.  90.] 
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lite :  for  Eaves  is,  by  William  of  Malmfbury,  faid  to  have  been  his  own  herdf- 
man.  This  man  faw,  or  imagined  he  faw  there  a  vifion  of  the  Virgin  Mary;* 
which  being  reported  toEgwin  he  repaired  to  the  place,  and  to  him  the  fame 
vifion  prefented  itfelf.  There  was  however  this  commodious  fuperiority  in 
Egwin's  vifion  over  the  fimple  herdfman's,  that  the  Virgin  commanded  him 
to  build,  on  that  fpot,  a  monaftery  for  monks  of  the  order  of  St.  Benedid  ; 
which,  {he  added,  would  be  a  talk  of  charge  and  trouble  to  himfelf,  but 
greatly  acceptable  to  her.  This  was  accordingly  done :  but  the  founder 
himielf  will  beft  tell  us  in  what  manner. 

"  I  Egwin,  the  humble  bijhop  of  Wiccia,  am  defirous  to  manifeft  to  all  the 
faithful  in  Chriit,  how,  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  many  and  great  virions,  it  was  revealed  to  me  that  I  mould  erecl 
an  houfe  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  almighty  God,  the  blefied  Mary,  and  all 
the  elecl  in  Chrift,  and  to  the  furtherance  of  my  own  falvation.  When, 
therefore,  in  the  days  of  king  Ethelred,  I  chiefly  flourimed  in  his  favour,  I 
obtained  from  him  a  place  called  Haum,  where  the  blefied  and  eternal  Virgin 
had  firfi  appeared  to  a  Jhepherd  named  Eoves,  Afterwards  fhe  appeared  likewife 
to  me,  in  the  fame  place,  with  two  virgins  attending  her,  and  holding  a  book 
in  her  hand,  f  I  fet  therefore  immediately  to  work;  and,  clearing  the  place 
from  thorns  and  brambles,  by  the  blefilng  of  the  great  God  (praifed  be  his 
name)  brought  my  defign  to  itsdefired  accompliihment." 

B2  The 

*  Many  readers  will  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  think  fo  lightly  of  thefe  vifions  as  fonie  pretended 
philofophers  have  done.  They  may,  in  that  early  period  of  Chriftianity,  have  been  deemed 
neceffary  for  its  farther  propagation. — As  for  their  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature,  (the  ufual 
objection)  we  know  not,  except  in  very  few  inftances,  what  nature  and  her  laws  are. — Thofe  who 
know  moft  of  both  are,  I  believe,  moft  likely  to  confefs  their  ignorance  on  the  fubjeft. 

t  Dr.  Nalh's  account  of  this  vifion  differs  in  a  few  circumftances.  "  Egwin  the  third  bifhop  of 
Worcefter  obtained  from  Ethehvard  king  of  Mercia  fome  lands  in  this  place.  His  fwineherd  Eoves, 
looking  after  a  fow  which  had  ftrayed  among  the  thickets  to  farrow,  met  the  Virgin  Mary,  accom- 
panied with  two  beautiful  virgins,  holding  a  book,  and  chanting.  The  report  of  this  vifion  coming 
to  the  bilhop,  he  haftened  to  the  fpot ;  and,  as  he  prayed  there,  was  favoured  with  the  like  appear- 
ance. Encouraged  hereby  to  fulfil  a  vow  he  had  formerly  made  to  build  a  church,  he  related  his 
vifion  to  Kenred,  king  of  the  Mercians,  and  OfTa,  fon  to  the  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  and  obtained 
from  them  a  grant  of  fixty-feven  manfes  on  both  fides  of  the  Avon."  [Hift.  Wore.  vol.  i.  p.  396.] 
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The  names  of  thofe  manfes  or  farms  next  follow  which  the  founder  acquired 
for  the  firfb  endowment  of  his  monaftery.  They  more  properly  belong  to  the  " 
article  of  revenue  ;  but  being  procured  very  foon  after  the  foundation,  may 
likewife  claim  a  place  here. 

"  Firft,  I  obtained  of  king  Ethelred  a  certain  monaftery  called  Fkndaburch  ; 
which  I  afterwards  changed  for  another  religious  houfe  at  Streatford.*  In  a 
fhort  time  I  acquired,  from  the  king's  brother  Ofwald,  thirty  manfes  at  a  place 
named  Twiford.  Soon  after,  whenKenred  came  to  the  throne,  I  procured  a 
grant  from  him  of  eighty-four  manfes,  upon  both  fides  of  the  river  called  Avon. 
A  young  man  of  the  name  of  Atheric  alfo  gave  me  eight  manfes  for  my  Abbey. 
Walter,  a  venerable  prieft,  gave  me  eight  more.  Thus,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God,  in  a  fhort  time  I  had  collecled  one  hundred  and  twenty  manfes  for  the 
aforefaid  church  of  Chrift.  The  bounds  and  limits  of  thefe  lands  are  written 
down  in  a  book  by  archbifhop  Brithwald,  at  the  pope's  command,  and  ap- 
proved of  by  all  the  nobility  of  the  realm." 

Thus  we  find  this  venerable  man,  actuated  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  zeal  for 
religion,  and,  in  the  fecond,  by  enthufiafm  for  the  completion  of  a  favourite 
projed,  had  amaffed  already  around  his  rude  walls  the  revenue  of  a  prince. 
The  names  of  thefe  manfes,  as  collecled  into  villages,  are,  fome  of  them,  not 
very  eafy  now  to  afcertain  by  their  modern  appellation. 

"Eovejham,  (now  advancing  rapidly  in  population)  Benyagurth,  [Bengworth] 
Hautun,  [Hampton]  Baddefey,  Wicque,  Haburne,  [Honybourne]  Bradfertun,  Wil- 
lerjley,  Withley,  Samburn,  Kinwartun,  Saltford  major  and  minor,  Ambrefley, 
Ulbeory,  Mortun,  Buchtun,  Meleygarefberrie,  TittleJIrompe,  Snella  major,  Mayeldef- 
beordy,  and  Sildfwick.  All  thefe,"  fays  the  zealous  founder,  "  I  procured  free 
from  all  fervice,  charge,  or  tax,  for  the  ufe  of  God's  holy  church." 

In 

*  Upon  condition,  fays  Tanner,  that  the  monaftic  rule  fhould  be  ftill  kept  up  at  Flandenburch 
(Fladbury ;)  and  that,  after  prince  Ethilheard's  death,  it  ihould  revert  again  to  the  bifhop  and  fee 
of  Worcefter :  in  whofe  poiieflion  it  has  fince  continued.    [Notitia  Mon.  p.  617.] 
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In  the  charter*  of  the  kings  Kenred  and  Offa,  which  preceded  the  above 
five  years,  (the  date  being  709,  and  that  of  Eg  win's  714)  the  number  of 
manfes  or  farms  granted  are  fixty-feven  ;  and  the  names  of  the  places  con- 
taining them  fomewhat  different  from  thefe.  Three  are  faid  to  be  in  Homme. 
One  in  Lenckwic.  Seven  in  Norton.  One  in  Offeham.  Thirteen  in  Litldon.  One 
in  Aldington.  Five  and  an  half  in  Baddefey.  Twelve  in  Bretferton.  Two  and  an 
half  in  Huniburn.  Seven  in  Wilkrfey.  Three  in  Wicwon  ;  and  nine  in  Benigwrtk 
and  Hamton.  \  But,  in  the  intermediate  fpace  of  time,  we  may  reafonably 
conjecture  not  only  that  many  new  acquilitions  were  made,  but  likewife  that 
many  of  the  former  ones  were  exchanged  for  others,  to  obtain  the  advantage 
of  juxta-poiition  and  compactnef§.  The  fame  charter  afterwards  lays  down 
the  limits  of  the  Abbey's  territory,  by  drawing  an  imaginary  line  from  one 
exterior  village  to  another.  For  the  names  of  thefe  places  the  Saxon  language 
isufed.  As  they  form,  altogether,  a  mere  catalogue  of  much  barbarifm  in  its 
found,  and  of  fome  obfcurity  as  to  prefent  lite  and  identity,  I  (hall  infert 
them  here  in  a  note:}:  for  the  perufal  of  the  Englilh  reader,  referring  to  the 
Appendix  for  this  and  the  remaining  charters  in  their  proper  order. 

The 

*  In  the  Propylaion  to  Dugdale's  Monafticon,  written  by  Marfham,  is  the  following  paflage 
concerning  thefe  charters:  *}  Ilia  Regum  [Kenredi  etOffae]  charta  do&iffimoSpelmanno  fufpe£ia  eft 
quod  OfFa  fe  Orient alium  Anglorum  gubernatorem  denunciet ;  cum  elfet  Orientalis  Saxo :  neque  fatis 
eft  decorum  monachos  jam  mundo  emortuos,  fe  Regum  titulis  adornare.  Egwini  carta  difplicet, 
quod,  fubfcriptionis  tempore,  teftes  partim  Romae  fuerunt,  partim  in  Anglia.  Nonnullis  minus 
arridet  Alrz.  Chriftiana,  quae  vix  tandem  a  Caroli  Magni  temporibus  in  ufum  venit.  Mihi  quidem 
praecox  ilia  Benediclinae  regulas  mentio  recentiorem  aetatem  olere  videtur."  —  The  charter  of  Gon- 
ftantine  is  in  the  Latin  language,  but  written  in  Saxon  characters.  This  always  appeared  to  me 
rather  a  fufpicious  circumftance. 

t  Kenred  granted  five  caflats  of  lands,  alfo,  in  Morton,  for  the  founder's  ufes. 

t  "  Firft  from  Twiford,  round  the  fouthern  extremity,  as  far  as  Cronochomme,  in  a  fweep  of  land 
bounded  by  the  river;  and  from  thence  (ftill  following  the  courfe  of  the  water)  to  the  limits  of  the 
lands  of  Fladeburg,  called  otherwife  Meredic;  and  fo  ftraight  along  the  afcent  of  the  hill  through  the 
middle  of  JEldegaren,  to  Ealdenefwinhage ;  from  thence  to  Boelagefette  and  Horthcnol ;  from  thence, 
by  L?ncdune ,  as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  Lench,  and  from  Herverton  to  Wennecumbe.  From  thence,  by 
Fulanbroc,  as  far  as  Harenwllles ;  and  to  Carkeford.  From  Carkeford  to  Goldewelle,  and  lb  along 
the  brook  as  far  as  Smalmorefyc ;  and,  from  thence,  to  the  Avon,  and  fo  to  OJ'efol.  From  Ojfepol 
into  Pikerjhomme  :  from  Plkerjhomme  to  Burgknces ;  from  thence  to  Ealdenedune ;  from  Ealdenedune 
to  Ealdenemyxan.  From  thence  to  Buggildefiret,  and  to  SenieJIod.  From  thence  into  Chirchejlige ; 
from  Chlrchepge  to  Fllttlndgare ;  and  fo  into  Blackanpyt.    On  the  eaftern  fide,  not  far  from 

Blachanpyt, 
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The  charter  of  confirmation*  by  Conftantine  I.  isolated  709;  the  fame 
year  in  which  that  of  the  two  kings  was  drawn  up.  It  is  in  Latin  written  in 
Saxon  characters,  and  thunders  out  denunciations  of  wrath  againft  any  one  who 
mould  prefume  to  obftruct  the  progrefs  of  this  new  foundation,  or  leffen  its 
endowments.  To  obtain  this  epiftle  or  charter,  Egwin  went  himfelf  to  Rome, 
in  company  with  the  two  kings  Kenred  and  Offa,  in  the  year  708.  On  their 
return,  a  general  fynod  or  provincial  council  was  held  at  Alcefter,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  From  whence  all  repairing  to  the  favoured  fpot,  Wilfred,  bifhop 
of  Worcefter,  and  Egwin,  in  the  prefence  of  an  acclaiming  and  affenting 
multitude,  pronounced  the  following  prayer  of  confecration. 

"  O  Lord  God  who  inhabiteft  the  heavens,  and  haft  created  all  things, 
preferve  him  who  fhall  in  peace  preferve  this  place.    We  alfo  command,  in 

the 

Blachanpyt,  to  Merethurnt ;  from  thence  to  Hunlburne;  from  which  place,  by  Northamere,  into 
Eaflhammore ;  from  whence,  round  the  meadow  of  Poddenho,  into  Podemore ;  and  fo  to  Herienhale. 
Again  to  Huniburne,  and  along  the  brook  to  Staintefortli.  Again  into  Buggildjlret,  and  towards 
Sanedune ;  and  from  thence  to  Merebroc.  From  Merebroc  to  Meredic ;  and  fo,  through  Winburne, 
to  Lalejlhorn.  From  Lalejlhorn,  into  Lavergeboerge,  and  to  Poddenhomme ;  and  from  thence  to 
Pulthorne.  From  Poltkorne  into  Merebroc,  and  fo  into  StanitanhulleJJyce.  From  thence  to  Buref- 
xvelle,  and  to  Burefwalles;  and  fo  on  to  Ealdegare,  commonly  called  Nancs  Monnejland,  near  to 
Buggildefiret ;  from  whence  weftward  as  far  as  Boerges.  From  Botrges  to  Ahvichejian,  and  to 
Cademunflre.  From  thence  to  Blechmere :  from  Bleckmere  to  Bracedeftan  ;  and  fo  to  Ealdgare, 
and  into  Willerfeia.  From  IVillerjeia  to  Sondbroc ;  from  whence  to  Hegewege,  and  fo  into  Northomme. 
From  Northomme  to  Brerthurne;  from  thence  into  Hecheneige  ;  from  Hecheneige  to  Badefwelle,  and 
to  Litlethurne.  From  Litlethurne,  through  Pichedejho,  into  Prejlefmede ;  and  from  thence  into  Mere- 
thorne.  From  Merethorne  to  Brodemere ;  from  thence  into  Eajlmerehwe,  and  from  thence  into 
Poticot.  From  Poticot  into  Thrittiacre,  and  fo  into  Rugweie.  From  Rugiveie  into  Meredic;  from 
Meredic  into  IVadberegwe  ;  from  thence  into  Lihtmede.  Again,  through  Meredic,  into  Efenburnen  ; 
from  whence,  again  into  Meredic.  From  thence  into  Wurtemede,  and  fo  into  Merebroc.  Through 
Merebroc,  as  far  as  Domnipol ;  from  thence  into  Hallejburge.  From  Hallejburge  into  Merewelle  ; 
from  Merewelle  again  to  the  river  Avon. 

*  Bifhop  Stillingfieet  (Antiq.  Brit,  churches,  p.  26.)  fuppofes  the  charter  or  letter  a  forgery  of 
the  monks,  in  order  to  increafe  their  privileges.  This  opinion  is  well  controverted  by  Dr.  Nalh, 
(vol.  1.  p.  397.)  who  obferves, — "  Though  there  be  many  abfurdities  contained  in  the  charter,  it 
is  ft i]l  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  it  iffued  in  this  ftate  from  the  pontifical  court,  which  feldom 
hefitated  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people  by  the  forcible  influence  of  vifions  and  mira- 
cles. And  as  the  authenticity  of  it  was  allowed  by  fucceeding  popes,  who  would  have  been  interefted 
in  the  detection  of  fuch  a  forgery  upon  themfelves,  it  may  ftill  be  contended  for." 
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the  name  of  almighty  God,  that  neither  king  nor  prince,  nor  any  man  of 
what  degree  foever,  do,  in  any  wife,  prejudice  or  wrong  this  holy  place. 
Let  it  be  (as  we  wifh)  a  well-built  fence  for  the  flock  and  paftors  of  God, 
under  the  power  of  their  own  abbot,  according  to  the  rule  of  God  and  St. 
Benedict.  And  if  any  one,  (which  God  forbid)  being  tranfported  by  the 
fpiritof  avarice,  fhall  pervert  this  inftitution,  let  him  be  judged  at  the  great 
tribunal  of  God,  and  never  come  into  the  memorial  of  Chrift.  Let  his  name 
be  for  ever  blotted  out  of  the  memorial  of  the  living,  and  himfelf  be  bound  in 
the  chains  of  eternal  torment ;  unlefs  in  this  life  he,  as  a  penitent,  amendeth." 
— The  multitude  of  kings,  princes,  and  barons  of  the  various  provinces;  with 
the  attending  archbifhops,  bifhops,  clergy,  and  commonalty,  then  Ihouted, 
as  with  one  voice,  "  we  laud,  grant,  and  confirm." 

This  is  nearly  the  whole  that  can,  at  prefent,  be  collected  concerning  the 
original  foundation  of  this  very  ancient  and  fplendid  Abbey.  We  may  add, 
however,  from  Malmlbury,  that  there  was,  at  that  time,  on  the  fpot  an  ancient, 
but  fmall  church,  probably  of  Britifh  eredion.  That  the  good  Egwin,  as  well 
he  might  be,  had  been  ever  very  much  attached  to  the  place  in  which  his  Abbey 
afterwards  flood.  That  it  was  then  generally  admired  for  its  folitude  and  re- 
mote feclufion  ;  and  that  the  good  bilhop  frequently  performed  his  orifons 
there.  His  fhepherd,  or  fwineherd  Eoves,  we  may  reafonably  conjecture,  did 
the  fame  ;  and  to  this  odd,  though  fortunate  conjunction  of  characters,  we 
owe  this  once  magnificent  Abbey,  and  the  prefent  flourifhing  town  of  Evefham. 

Concerning  the  precife  form  of  the  buildings  erected  by  Egwin,  we  are 
totally  in  the  dark.  We  only  know  that  in  the  time  of  Ofward,  the  twentieth 
abbot,  the  original  church  fell  down,  and  was  rebuilt  by  him,  or  fome  of  his 
immediate  fucceffors.  Not  long  after  this,  Walter,  a  Norman  monk,  being 
made  abbot  by  William  I.  pulled  this  fecond  church  entirely  down,  and  built 
another  in  the  ftyle  of  his  country,  then  little  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Saxons. 
If  any  part  of  the  firft  erections  can  be  fuppofed  yet  to  remain,  an  antiquary 
would,  I  believe,  fix  on  the  gateway  on  the  north  fide  as  that  part.  It  is  purely 
Saxon,  and  of  great  antiquity  :  but  there  is  no  memorial,  or  even  tradition, 
by  which  we  can  afcertain  its  exact  date. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ABBOTS  OF  EVESHAM. 

r  |  i  H  E  names  of  the  feveral  Abbots  of  this  Monaftery  are  handed  down 
Jj[  to  us  with  tolerable  exaclnefs,  as  to  chronology,  by  various  authors  ;  * 
but  the  particulars  are  very  fcanty  that  are  related  of  each.  Thefe  accounts 
are  here  collated  ;  the  deficiencies  of  one  author  fupplied  from  another  ;  and 
many  additional  circumftances  which  have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  inci- 
dental reading  are  added  to  them. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Abbots  was  the  founder  himfelf,  who,  refigning  his  bi- 
fhopric  to  Wilfred,  took  that  office  upon  him.  In  our  account  of  Egwin  we 
muff  again  launch  out  into  fable  and  legendary  tradition.  A  ffory  of  him  is 
related  by  John  of  Tinemouth,f  which  may  contend  with  even  the  wonder- 
ful legend  of  St.  Patrick,  and  of  which  the  events  feem  to  have  taken  place 
previous  to  the  foundation  of  his  Abbey. 

"  This 

*  The  chief  authors  confulted  in  this  part  of  the  work,  are  Dugdale's  Monafticon,  Stevens's 
Supplement,  and  Appendix  to  that  work,  Tanner's  Notitia  Monaftica,  the  Anglia  Sacra,  Leland, 
and  Dr.  Nafh.  I  expe&ed  much  new  information  from  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  and  Britilh  Mufeum 
libraries;  but  foon  found  that  much  the  greateft  and  mod  material  part  of  them,  relating  to  my 
fubjeft,  had  been,  long  fince,  copied  and  printed  by  Dugdale,  Stevens,  and  others.  Some  new 
articles  however  have  been  procured  from  thence.  —  Many  perfons  have  alfo  contributed  what  MS. 
papers  they  had  by  them  relating  to  Evefham  Abbey.  Among  thefe  was  one  giving  a  pretty  full 
account  of  Abbots,  but  without  name  or  reference  to  it.  I  was  long  doubtful  of  its  authority :  but, 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  October,  1788,  found  the  fame  account,  word  for  word,  which 
is  there  faid  to  have  been  found  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Wife,  and  is  intituled,  "  A  Treatife  of 
the  Abbey  of  Evefham,  written  as  it  feemeth  by  fome  one  of  that  houfe.  Tranfcribed  by  that 
learned  Antiquary  Mr.  Thomas  Talbot,  and  out  of  the  Latin  truly  tranflated."  Near  the  beginning 
of  this  paper  we  are  told  "  This  was  written  in  the  826th  year  of  the  foundation  of  this  Monaf- 
tery, being  anno  Dom.  1535,  the  26th  of  Henry  VIII.  the  22d  of  Clement  Lichfield,  Abbot  of 
Evelham."  This  feemed  pretty  good  authority,  and  I  have  followed  this  MS.  fometimes  in  pre- 
ference to  other  accounts.  To  me,  however,  Stevens's  account  of  Abbots  [Appendix  No.  137  E. 
copied  from  Vefp.  B  15.  in  the  Cotton  Library]  appears  not  only  the  moft  full,  but  mod  authentic 
of  all.    Talbot's  MS.  indeed  feems  to  be  little  more  than  a  tranflated  abridgment  of  this. 

t  Hift.  Aur.  cap.  203. 
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"  This  holy  man,  the  higher  he  was  advanced  in  his  (ration,  became  only 
the  more  confpicuous  by  his  humility,  and  other  virtues.  He  was  the  father 
of  the  fatherlefs ;  the  patron  of  the  widow  ;  the  comforter  of  the  afflicled. 
His  diicourfe  to  the  wicked  was  as  a  fharp  fword  :  to  the  virtuous  it  was  milk 
and  honey.  He  was  refolute  to  the  obftinate,  but  kind  and  gentle  to  the  meek- 
hearted.  The  people  finding  their  bifliop  a  check  to  their  diflblute  manners, 
and  that  they  could  no  longer  be  wicked  with  impunity,  began  to  be  much 
exafperated  againft  this  good  man,  and,  at  length,  drove  him  from  his  bi- 
fhopric :  —  his  enemies  not  only  complaining  of  him  to  the  king,  but  alfo 
accufing  him  before  the  pope. 

"  Egwin,  though  he  felt  himfelf  innocent  of  all  thefe  imputed  offences,  yet 
refolved,  as  an  atonement  at  once  for  the  fins  of  the  people  and  his  own  youth- 
ful follies,  to  bind  his  legs  with  iron  chains,  which  he  fattened  with  a  lock,  and 
throwing  the  key  into  the  river  Avon,  refolved,  thus  fettered,  to  perform  a 
pilgrimage  to  Rome :  —  faying  publicly,  That  when  thefe  his  fetters  mould  be 
loofed  by  divine  interpofition,  or  by  the  key  he  had  thrown  away,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  he  fhould  be  fecure  that  his  offences  were  forgiven.  It  is  reported, 
that  on  his  arrival  at  Rome  all  the  bells  of  that  city  rang  of  themfelves.  He 
immediately  proftrated  himfelf  in  humble  adoration  at  St.  Peter's  church  ; 
and  afterwards  attended  the  celebration  of  the  mafs  with  the  moft  zealous 
fervour.  In  the  mean  time  his  fervant  going  into  the  market  for  provifion, 
bought  a- fifh ;  and  opening  it,  found  in  its  belly  the  identical  key  that  had 
been  thrown  into  the  Avon.  They  carried  it  to  the  bifhop,  and  he  unlocked 
his  fetters  before  them  all ;  the  Roman  Tyber  having  thus  reffored  what  the 
EngliJJi  Avon  had  fwallowed  up."* 

C  There 

*  It  does  not  feem  quite  certain  whether  this  miraculous  voyage  was  the  fame  with  that  he  per- 
formed with  Kenred  and  Offa  to  Rome,  (who  took  on  them  the  monkifb  habit  and  profeffion)  or 
one  previous  to  it.  Talbot's  MS.  and  fome  printed  books  mention  two  diftinft  voyages  :  but  the 
following  palfcge  from  William  of  Malmfbury's  life  of  Aldhelm  leaves  us  (till  in  doubt.  "  Quin 
et  Kenredus  rex  Merciorum  Ethel redi  fucceflbr,  cum  Offa  orientalium  Anglorum  Rege  Romae  pro- 
feftus,  ftndium  vitae  decurrit.  Quorum  focietatem  adornavit  Egwinus  foelix  epifcopus  ;  qui  pofiquam 
heat  Vuhelmo  jufta  perfolvit,  iter  iilud  arduum,  ultroneis  compedibus  illaqueatus,  et  adorfus  et 
penncnfus  eft." 
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There  is  in  this  ftory,  likewife,  fome  diverfity,  of  as  little  importance  as 
the  llory  itfelf.  It  fhould  however  be  noticed  here.  William  of  Malmfbury 
gives  us  the  following  more  modeft  account  of  thefe  miraculous  events. 

"  I  know  not  whether  we  are  entirely  to  credit  the  traditions  of  our  fore- 
fathers, but  antiquity  relates  that  Egwin,  confcious  of  fome  juvenile  errors, 
fattened  his  legs  together  with  fetters,  (the  key  of  which  he  caft  into  the  river,) 
and  publicly  gave  out,  that  then  only  he  fhould  be  certain  of  the  remiffion  of 
his  fins,  when  thefe  fetters  fhould  be  unlocked  by  a  miracle  from  heaven,  or 
by  their  proper  key  miraculoufly  reflored  to  him.  In  this  condition  he  went  to 
Rome  ;  and,  after  a  profperous  voyage,  when  he  was  crofflng  the  narrow  fea 
that  divides  England  from  France,  a  large  fifh  leaped  into  the  fhip  that  carried 
him,  which,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  mariners  on  board,  was  fecured.  On 
opening  his  belly,  the  very  key  was  found  belonging  to  the  lock  which  fattened 
his  fetters :  and  he  thus  received  full  aflurance  of  the  remiffion  of  his  fins." 

It  is  fome  fatisfaclion  to  be  able  to  add  a  few  particulars  more  authentic 
concerning  this  venerable  man  :  for  fuch,  with  all  his  mittaken  zeal,  he  un- 
doubtedly was.  His  learning  was  no  lefs  exemplary  than  his  piety.  He  was 
the  author  of  feveral  works  of  much  erudition  for  that  age;  (for  erudition, 
like  almott  every  thing  elfe,  is  merely  relative;)  though  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  of  thefe  are  ftill  extant.  One  of  his  books  was  intituled,  "  Egwin's  Appari- 
tions," and  probably  gave  a  full  account  of  the  abovementioned  miracles.  Ano- 
ther contained  a  hiftoryof  the  origin  of  his  Monaftery,  and  feems  nearly  con- 
necledwith  the  former  work.  He  wrote  alfothe  life  of  St.  Aldhelm,  bifhop  of 
Shirburne,*  and  the  lives  of  feveral  other  faints.  His  own  life  was  afterwards 

written, 

*  From  this  work  of  Egwin  I  am,  contrary  to  my  expe&ation,  enabled  to  give  a  {mail  extract 
preferved  in  William  of  Malmfbury's  account  of  the  fame  prelate  ;  which  was  no  doubt,  in  a  great 
meafure,  founded  upon  Egwin's.  Giving  an  account  of  the  death  and  burial  of  this  prelate,  he 
fays:  "  At  this  inftant,  (that  of  his  death)  a  celeftial  vifion  appeared  to  St.  Egwin,  and  notified  to 
him  the  death  of  his  companion  ;  commanding  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  repair  to  the  place  where 
he  died.  He,  full  of  grief  and  love,  haftened  to  Dulting,  [in  Somerfetfhire.]  Having  poured  out 
his  prayers  for  the  reft  of  the  defunft,  he  ordered  them,  in  compliance  with  his  defire,  to  carry  his 
body  to  Malmfbury.    He  appeafed  the  lamentations  of  the  mourners  by  arguments  drawn  from 

religion, 
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written,  as  fome  authors  affirm,  by  archbifhop  Brithwald,  though  others  fay 
by  a  monk  only  of  that  name.  —  He  lived  to  fee  his  Monaftery  flourifh  in  the 
undifturbed  povTeffion  of  two  and  twenty  towns,  or  rather  large  villages,  and, 
after  governing  it  himfelf  about  nine  years,  died  on  the  30th  of  December, 
in  the  year  717. 

Of  many  of  the  fucceeding  Abbots  nothing  is  recorded,  but  that  they  pre- 
ferved,  and  quietly  enjoyed  what  the  good  Egwin  acquired  for  them.  Their 
names  were, 


II.  Athelwold, 

III.  Aldbore, 

IV.  Aldbath, 

V.  Aldfert, 

VI.  Tyldbrith, 

VII.  Cutulf, 


VIII.  Almund, 

IX.  Credanus, 

X.  Tinthferith, 

XI.  Aldbald, 

XII.  Etbrith, 

XIII.  Elferd, 


XIV.  Wlfard, 

XV.  Kynelm, 

XVI.  Kynach, 

XVII.  Ebba, 

XVIII.  Kynath, 

XIX.  Edwin. 


C  2  After 

religion,  and  afllfted  himfelf  in  the  pious  duty.  The  laft  remains  were  then  carried  forth  by  a 
great  train  of  attendants,  of  whom  each  perfon  thought  himfelf  the  happier  in  proportion  as  he  was 
nearer  to  the  body;  and  to  many  of  whom  it  was  fome  confolation  to  fee  the  bier  which,  from  their 
diftance,  they  were  unable  to  touch.  The  very  appearance  of  the  dead  body  much  alleviated  their 
forrows;  its  figure  and  frefhnefs  of  appearance  remaining  ftill  the  fame.  The  pomp  of  tbefe  funeral 
rites  was  great :  and,  at  the  diftance  of  every  feventh  mile,  a  ftone  crofs  was  erecled  that  miracles 
alfo  might  not  be  wanting  to  it.  To  thefe  croffes  when  any  one  labouring  under  any  grievous 
difeafe  approached  with  faith  they  were  fuddenly  healed.  Tokens  of  this  virtue  are  to  be  feen  at 
this  very  day.  Nor  let  what  I  here  fay  be  received  with  incredulity,  fince  there  are  almoft  as  many 
witneffes  of  the  fa6l  as  there  are  people  in  the  country ;  amongft  whom  I  cite  the  bleffed  Egwin  as 
an  undeniable  witnefs,  who,  in  one  of  his  works,  h3S,  among  others,  the  following  p3ffage: — 
"  After  two  years,  Aldhelm,  that  mojl  pious  prelate,  departed  to  Chrijl:  which  being  made  known  tome 
by  revelations  from  above,  I  called  the  brotherhood  around  me,  and  made  them  acquainted  with  the  deceafe 
of  this  venerable  father.  With  hajly  fleps  I  journeyed  to  the  place  where  his  facred  remains  lay  Jlill  un- 
buried ;  almojl  fifty  miles  beyond  the  monaftery  of  Maimjbury.  I  ajjijled  to  carry  him  to  his  fcpulture,  and 
buried  him  honourably  ;  and  commanded  that  in  every  place  xvhere  his  body,  while  carrying  to  the  fepulchre, 
Jhould  rejl,  tiny  Jhould  erett  fignals  [croffes]  facred  to  God."  "  Thefe  croffes,"  adds  our  author,  "  ftill 
remain,  nor  have  yet  fulfered  by  time.  They  are  called  Bicepftane,  that  is,  the  Bifhop's  Stones ; 
one  of  which  may  at  all  times  be  leen  in  the  cioifter  of  the  monaftery."  Aldhelm  died  in  709, 
the  year  of  the  confecration  of  Evefham  Abbey. 
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After  the  death  of  Edwin,  a  rapacious  chieftain  of  the  name  of  Athelm, 
or  Alchelm,  procured  a  grant  of  this  Abbey  from  Edward  the  Elder,  and,  in 
the  year  941,  chafed  away  the  monks,  and  fubftituted  fecular  canons  in  their 
ftead.  After  his  death  various  perfons  under  different  kings,  calling  in  the 
afliftance  of  the  laity,  obtained  poffeffion  of  this  Monaftery.  Of  thefe  one 
named  Wilfius,  or  Wlricus,  kept,  for  many  years,  a  greedy  eye  on  the  ter- 
litories  of  the  church.  Efulph,  though  a  churchman  and  a  bifhop,  was  another 
of  thefe  encroachers.  Faffing  thus  from  one  oppreffive  owner  to  another,  the 
ftate  of  this  Abbey  was  mod  wretchedly  diffracted  till  the  year  960.  St.  Ethel- 
wold  then  coming  hither  by  the  command  of  Edgar  and  the  entreaties  of 
Dunftan,  appointed 

XX.  Ofward  Abbot.  In  his  time  the  original  church  erected  by  Egwin 
fell  down,*  and  was  by  this  Abbot  rebuilt ;  nearly,  it  maybe  prefumed,  in 
the  former  ftyle,  as  no  confiderable  improvements  in  architecture  had  yet 
taken  place. 

It  was  not  probably  till  after  Ofward's  death,  (as  no  mention  is  made  of 
his  depofition  or  ejection  in  any  author,)  that  Edgar  dying  alfo,  and  Edward 
lucceeding  him  in  the  throne,  the  monks  were  again  expelled  by  the  violence 
of  Alferus,  or  Elfere  ,f  prince  of  Mercia.  A  few  fecular  canons  were  appointed 
in  their  room  ;  but  much  the  greateft  part  of  the  Abbey  lands  were  referved 
by  this  prince  to  his  own  ufes.  This  happened  in  the  year  977.  Elfere, 
however,  foon  after  falling  fick,  and  defpairing  of  enjoying  his  ill-gotten 
pofTeflions  much  longer,  made  a  merit  of  refbring  them  to  the  Convent  from 
which  he  had  taken  them.  He  fent  for  a  monk  (one  of  thofe  probably  whom 
he  had  before  expelled  from  this  Monaftery)  of  the  name  of 

XXI.  Feodegarus,  or  Freodegar ;  and,  after  fome  penitential  converfe, 

beftowed 

*  All  was  demoliihed,  it  feems,  by  this  fall  of  the  church,  excepting  the  flirine  of  St.  Egwin, 
which,  with  his  reliques,  remained  totally  unhurt.  [Stevens's  Appen.  p.  137.] 

+  Elfere  expelled  the  monks  every  where  in  the  province  of  Mercia,  and  reftored  the  feculars. 
[Tanner,  Preface,  p.  iii.]  Dr.  Nam,  I  know  not  on  what  authority,  makes  this  Elfere  the  reftorer, 
inftead  of  the  difturber  of  the  monks.  [Hift.  Wore.  p.  398.] 
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bellowed  on  him  this  Abbey,  with  all  thofe  lands  he  frill  retained.  But  this 
gift  was  of  little  value  to  the  poor  monk.  He  became,  it  is  true,  the  nominal 
Abbot  for  a  fhort  time :  but  the  canons  were  too  ftrong  for  him,  and  would  not 
be  difpoffeffed  except  by  main  force.  He  had  no  means  of  ufing  this,  and  there- 
fore defifted  from  his  purpofe.  —  Another  interregnum  of  conflderable  dura- 
tion now  fucceeded  ;  for  Godwin,*  (no  doubt  the  Godwin  fo  celebrated  in 
our  early  hiftory)  about  this  time  made  application  to  Ethelred  II.  now  king, 
and  offered  him  three  hundred  marks  of  gold  provided  he  would  fign  a  grant 
of  this  foundation  to  himfelf  and  heirs  for  ever.  The  avaricious  monarch 
granting  his  requeil,  Godwin  came  hither,  fubjecled  the  canons  to  his  power, 
and  began  to  difpofe  of  their  poiTeffions  as  he  pleafed.  On  fome  fubfequent 
miiunderfianding,  however,  between  the  king  and  his  too  powerful  fubjecl, 
Ethelred,  focn  after,  made  a  fecond  grant  of  this  Abbey  to  a  bifhop  called 
Agelfius,  or  Agelfi ;  by  fome  authors  improperly  numbered  among  the  Abbots. 
But  Agelfius  alfo  foon  experienced  the  difpleafure  of  this  capricious  monarch. 
He  was  deprived  of  his  bimopric,  and  banifhed,  or  banifhed  himfelf,  during 
life.  Athelftan,  likewife  a  bifhop,  fucceeded  in  the  grant ;  after  whofe  death 
Adulf,  then  bifhop  of  Worcefler,  poffefTed  himfelf  of  this  Monaftery,  and 
fubjecled  it  to  his  jurifdiclion,  from  which  it  was  unable  to  emancipate  itfelf 
till  the  abbacy  of  Randulf,  under  the  aufpices  and  counfel  of  Thomas  de 
Marleberg,  a  moft  tenuous  defender  of  his  Convent  and  its  privileges. 
Adulf  made 

XXII.  Africianus,  or  Alfric,  Abbot  of  Evefham  :  after  whom  fucceeded 

XXIII.  Alfgarus,  or  Alfgar ;  during  whofe  abbacy,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
predeceiTor,  Godwin  frill  continued  to  grafp  forty  hides  of  the  Abbey  lands, 
of  which  no  profit  accrued  to  the  Monaftery,  except  merely  the  church  rents. 
All  emolument  arifing  from  the  livings  was  appropriated  by  the  fecular  prieft 
of  each  parifh. 

It  is  not,  I  believe,  on  record  at  what  exacl  peiiod  the  monks  again  refumed 

their 

*  Here  Dr.  Nam  again  differs  from  all  the  other  hiftorians.  He  tells  us  that  Freodegar  pur- 
chafed  the  Abbey  for  300  marks,  inftead  of  Godwin. 
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their  functions  :  but  we  may  reafonably  conjedure  that  as  they  went  out  at 
Ofward's  death  or  expulfion,  they  rallied  again  under  the  ftandard  of  Alfric, 
who  being  probably  a  monk  himfelf,  could  fcarcely  be  prefumed  to  preiide 
over  a  body  of  a  different  order.*  After  the  death  of  Alfgar, 

XXIV.  Brithenarus,  or  Brithmar,  became  Abbot.  He  is  reprefented  as 
an  able,  eloquent,  and  refolute  man.  He  ftrenuoufly  fupported  the  rights  of 
his  houfe  againft  the  powerful  Godwin,  and  often  pleaded  its  caufe  before 
feveral  of  the  principal  barons  in  this  country.  It  was  at  length  adjudged  by 
them,  that  he  mould  pay  to  Godwin  the  fame  fum  of  money  that  Godwin 
had  paid  to  the  king,  and  afterwards  recover  the  church  pofTelTions  by  courfe 
of  law.  All  this  he  did  ;  and  thus  regained  the  forty  hides  of  land  fo  long 
alienated  from  the  Convent. 

XXV.  Athelwynus,  Agelwy,  or  Ethelwin,  fucceeded  Brithmar.  He  was 
alfo  bifhop  of  Wells.  After  his  death,  which  foon  happened,  the  infatiable 
vulture  Godwin  again  invaded  this  Abbey,  and  ravoned  on  its  lands  and  pof- 
feflions^  His  conducl,  however,  being  properly  reprefented  to  the  king, 
Ethelred  appointed 

XXVI.  Ailfwardus,  Elfward,  or  Alward,  a  monk  of  Ramfey,  Abbot  of 
Evefham,  about  the  year  1014.  Under  fanclion  of  the  king's  authority,  he 
exerted  himfelf  with  fuccefs  againft  the  intruder  Godwin,  drove  him  from  the 
Abbey,  and  recovered  all  its  pofTeflions.  Canute  his  kinfman  foon  after  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  throne,  he  was  by  him  made  bilhop  of  London  fome  time 
before  the  year  1035  ;  but  frill  retained  his  abbacy  in  commendam.  He 
prehded  full  thirty  years,  and  dying  July  25,  1044,  was  buried  in  his  former 
monaftery  at  Ramfey.  t 

XXVII.  Mauricius, 

*  Tanner  fays  the  monks  were  not  reftored  after  their  fecond  expulfion  till  the  year  1 1 1 4  ;  but 
this  certainly  is  a  miftake.  I  may,  on  the  other  hand,  have  placed  their  rcftoration  at  too  early  a 
period,  from  the  impoffibility  of  now  deciding  whether  this  Alfric  was  a  monk  or  fecular  canon. 
It  is  certain,  however,  that  in  the  time  of  Ailfward,  (1014)  the  monks  were  in  pofleffion  of  this 
Abbey. 

+  In  Stevens  [Appen.  p.  137.]  may  be  found  fome  farther  particulars  concerning  this  Abbot. 

We 
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XXVII.  Mauricius,  or  Mannius,  a  monk  of  Evefham,  was  next  eleded 
Abbot  by  Edward  the  Confeffor.  This  man  was  not  only  .eminent  for  profef- 
fional  learning  and  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  but  in  feveral  mechanic  arts  was 
one  of  the  mod  ingenious  practitioners  of  his  age.  He  was  an  adept  in  mufic, 
painting,  and  writing,  (then  a  very  rare  and  capital  accomplishment,)  and 
even  in  goldfmith's  work  and  engraving.  *  A  bad  ftate  of  health,  after 
fome  years,  inclined  him  to  refign  his  abbacy  to  one  of  his  own  monks,  called 

XXVIII.  Egelwynus,  or  Egelwin,  in  the  year  1058.  On  the  application 
of  his  predeceffor  to  Edward,  he  was  confecrated  Abbot  by  archbithop  Aldred, 
and  was  very  confpicuous  both  for  high  birth  and  his  great  acquirements.  He 
was,  it  appears,  much  beloved  and  trufted  by  William  I.  to  whom  he  did  not 
fail  early  to  pay  court.  His  great  fkill  in  the  laws,  and  the  activity,  as  well 
as  dignity  of  his  characler,  made  him  feem  to  that  monarch  a  perfon  worthy 
of  being  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  counties  of  Worcefter,  Glouceiler, 
Hereford,  Stafford,  and  Salop  ;  and  he  was  like  wife  admitted  a  member  of 
the  privy  council.  He  did  not,  however,  neglecl  his  Monaftery :  but  is  faid 
to  have  increafed  the  number  of  monks  from  twelve  to  thirty-fix,  and  to  have 
left  behind  him  five  chefts  of  money  for  the  purpofe  of  building  a  new  church. 
All  authors  that  I  have  confulted  highly  extol  the  characler  of  Egelwin  :  but 
an  anecdote  or  two  are  related  concerning  him,f  which  fhew  him  to  have  pof- 
feffed  a  very  crafty,  wily,  and  fubtle  difpofition,  much  better  fuited  to  the 
ftatefman  or  deep  politician,  than  the  churchman. 

During  the  abbacy  of  Egelwin,  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  ^rngrim  held  of 
the  Worcefter  church  fome  lands  at  Bengworth,  for  which  he  did  fervice  to 
that  church.    This  man  feeing  one  of  his  neighbours,  who  alfo  held  fome  of 

the 

We  are  there  told,  that  when  Adulf,  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  claimed  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflors 
a  jurifdiaion  over  this  Abbey,  Ailfward,  firft  of  all,  aflerted  its  liberty  againft  him,  and  moreover 
obtained  that  one  Amkin,  prior  of  his  Convent,  fhould  be  made  dean  of  the  whole  Vale  of  Evelham. 
This,  then,  is  certainly  the  Abbot  called  Alurk  in  the  paper  hereafter  inferted  concerning  the  a£is 
of  prior  Thomas.  But  the  confufion  of  names,  and  difference  in  their  fpelling,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
difficulties  in  writing  a  hiftory  of  any  remote  period. 

*  Talbot's  MS. 

T  Annal.  Wigorn.  in  the  Cotton  Library  ;  copied  by  Dugdale.  [Vol.  r.  p.  132.] 
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the  Worcefter  lands  there,  deprived  of  them  by  the  violence  of  Urfo  the 
Vicecomes,  came  to  Egelwin  to  confult  with  him  how  he  might  prevent  the 
like  difafter  from  happening  to  himfelf.  Egelwin  looking  on  the  bufinefs  with 
an  eye  of  fhrewd  forecaft,  and  at  the  fame  time  confidering  his  own  power 
and  authority  in  the  country,  determined  to  take  every  advantage  from  it. 
He  then  informed  the  man,  that  the  beft  way  to  prevent  a  like  accident  would 
be  to  do  fervice  to  himfelf,  who  was  fo  much  better  able  to  protecl  him.  The 
man  took  his  advice  ;  and  thus  the  lands  were  irretrievably  loft  to  the  Wor- 
cefter church. — "  Mark  only,"  fays  my  author,  "  how  the  plotter  of  mifchief 
fell  into  the  pit  he  had  digged  for  others."  —  It  is,  however,  pretty  clear  that 
what  this  ^rngrim  did,  he  did  in  the  limplicity  of  his  heart,  and  merely  to 
fave  himfelf.  But  it  is  true,  as  this  account  proceeds  to  tell  us,  "  that  what 
for  a  time  defended  his  property,  became  afterwards  his  greateft  danger."  He 
foon  found  himfelf  entangled  in  the  nets  which  the  crafty  Abbot  fpread  around 
him,  and  was  gradually  elbowed  out  of  all  his  land  at  Bengworth.  The  vicinity 
all  cried  fhame  on  fuch  abominable  proceedings ;  but  this  availed  nothing 
againft  the  power  and  eloquence  of  Egelwin,  who  was  on  thofe  accounts  feared 
even  by  the  infulting  Normans  themfelves.- — In  this  manner  was  the  Worcefter 
monaftery  tricked  out  of  its  Bengworth  eftate,  and  it  became  parcel  of  the 
poffeffions  of  Evefham  Abbey.* 

Another  ftory  of  this  Abbot  follows,  ftill  more  curious,  but  too  long  for 
infertion  here.  In  it  is  related  the  manner  in  which  Egelwin  contrived  to 
defraud  the  fimple  and  pious  Wulftan,  then  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  of  feveral 
eftates ;  which  were,  in  the  next  Abbot's  time,  reftored  to  the  Worcefter 
church  by  the  power  and  juftice  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Bayeux,  the  Conqueror's 
brother. — But  it  finifhes  with  a  miracle  too  curious  to  be  entirely  omitted. — 
Egelwin,  in  the  height  of  his  altercation  with  Wulftan,  was  feized  by  the  gout 
and  died.  Wulftan,  like  a  good  prelate,  then  forgot  all  former  animofities, 
and  devoutly  and  continually  prayed  for  the  repofe  of  Egelwin's  foul.  He  was, 

however, 

*  There  feems  to  me  fomewhat  of  improbability  in  this  ftory,  but  it  may  be  owing  to  the  dif- 
ference of  cuftoms  in  thofe  early  times,  or  perhaps  merely  to  my  ignorance  of  the  laws.  That 
eftates  fhould  be  fo  eafily  and  irrevocably  transferred  from  their  right  owner,  appears  rather  to 
favour  of  the  marvellous. 
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however,  fuddenly  feized  by  the  fame  diforder  himfelf,  and  that  of  the  moft 
painful  and  incurable  kind.  In  the  height  of  his  agony  he  had  a  revelation 
from  heaven,  —  that  his  diftemper  owed  its  caufe  to  the  particular  mention 
he  made  of  Egelwin  in  his  prayers.  —  That  when  he  omitted  to  do  this  his 
diforder  would  ceafe.  Self-prefervation  inffantly  led  him  to  drop  his  humane 
interference  ;  and  he  thus  ealily  cured  himfelf  of  the  gout  by  abjlinence,  not 
from  high  food  and  rich  wines,  but  from  prayer. 

In  this  Abbot's  time  happened  alfo  a  filiation  from  this  Abbey,  of  a  kind 
remarkable  enough  to  merit  fome  attention. 

♦About  the  year  1074  there  lived  a  prieft  of  the  province  of  Mercia  called 
Aldwin,  who  was  alio  prior  of  the  monaftery  of  Winchelfcumbe.  He  was  a 
man  of  afcetic  turn  of  mind  and  melancholy  habit.  By  frequently  reading  the 
hiffory  of  the  Northumbrian  Angles  he  had  learned  that  there  had  likewife, 
in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  formerly  been  men  who  preferred  a  ftate  of 
voluntary  poverty  to  all  the  fleeting  honours  and  riches  of  the  age;  and  who, 
furrounded  by  choirs  of  chanting  monks,  afpired  to  lead  a  heavenly  life  even 
while  on  earth.  He  had  learned  alfo  that  there  were  ftill  extant  fome  remains 
of  their  once  fplendid  monasteries.  In  the  true  fpirit  of  monkifh  Quixotifm 
he  burned  to  vilit  even  the  veftiges  of  thofe  holy  places  ;  and,  if  poffible,  to 
perfuade  fome  of  his  own  order  to  join  in  the  undertaking :  and,  fettling  there, 
lead  a  life  of  voluntary  poverty  and  felf-denial.  It  may  fairly  be  prefumed 
there  was  but  little  of  either  to  be  found  in  his  own  convent  ;  for  we  do  not 
find  that  he  infpired  into  any  one  there  his  own  fentiments.  He  came  there- 
fore to  Evefham,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  bring  over  to  his  own  way  of 
thinking  two  of  that  fraternity :  one  of  them  a  deacon  named  Elfwy,  the 
other,  fays  my  account,  "  an  unlearned  man  of  the  name  of  Renfrid."  The 
Abbot,  however,  would  not  fuffer  thefe  to  depart  till  he  had  firft  inftituted 
Aldwin  their  prefident,  and  had  to  him  committed  the  care  of  their  fouls. 
Thefe  three  monks  fet  out  together  on  foot ;  their  whole  train  coniifting  of 
an  afs  which  carried  their  books,  facei dotal  veftments,  and  other  neceffaries, 

D  After 

*  Chron.  Dunelm.  in  Biblotheca  Bodl.  [H.  76.  fol.  3.  b.] 
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After  a  tedious  journey,  (for  fuch  it  muft  have  been,  as  well  as  perilous,  in 
fome  degree,)  they  got  to  York,  where  they  requefted  Hugo  the  fon  of  Baldric, 
then  Vicecomes,  to  fumiih  them  with  a  guide  to  Manchefter,  now  Newcaftle. 
There  they  arrived,  and  remained  fome  time  :  but  found  no  veftiges,  in  that 
place,  of  any  ancient  Chriftian  fraternity.  The  venerable  bifhop  Walcherus, 
hearing  of  their  arrival,  fent  a  mefTage  to  them  requeuing  they  would  come 
to  him,  and  from  him  receive  a  fettled  habitation  under  the  protection  of 
his  power  and  influence.  Willingly  complying  with  this  invitation,  they  were 
received  by  the  good  bifhop  with  much  honour  and  fatisfaclion  ;  who  alfo 
publicly  gave  thanks  to  God  that  he  was  efteemed  worthy  to  have  under  his 
care,  in  his  remote  province  of  Northumbria,  men  who  fo  ftriclly  profeffed 
the  monaftic  regulation.  He  gave  them  them  the  monaftery  of  St.  Paul  the 
Apoftle,  in  the  diftrid  of  Girve,  formerly  built  by  a  Benedicltine  abbot,  of 
which  the  walls  only,  without  any  roof,  remained  yet  (landing,  and  which 
preferved  fcarce  any  tokens  of  its  ancient  magnificence. 

Over  thefe  naked  walls  laying  fome  ftraw  and  unhewn  timber,  they  began 
to  perform  divine  fervice  there,  and  made,  as  well  as  they  were  able,  a  fort 
of  dormitory  under  fhelter.  They  were  at  firft.  fuftained  entirely  by  the  cha- 
rity of  well-difpofed  perfons,  and  preferred,  or  feemed  to  prefer,  their  pre- 
fent  life  of  cold  and  hunger  to  all  the  comfort  and  abundance  of  the  monafte- 
ries  they  had  left.  In  the  mean  time,  many  excited  by  their  example,  re- 
nouncing fecular  delights,  took  on  them  the  monaftic  habit,  and  learned  this 
mode  of  Chriftian  warfare  under  the  regular  ftandard  of  St.  Benedict.  It  is 
remarkable  enough  that  few  of  thefe  were  Northumbrians,  but  much  the 
greater  part  from  the  fouthern  diftrids. 

Seeing  their  almoft  daily  increafe,  they  were  foon  richly  endowed  by  their 
good  bilhop  and  other  pious  benefaclors  ;  who  rejoiced  at  this  revival  of  the 
ancient  difcipline  in  that  country.  From  thefe  three  itinerant  monks,  in 
procefs  of  time,  three  of  our  richeft  foundations  took  their  rife:  one  at 
Durham,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  and  St.  Cuthbert  j  another  at  Lejlingham, 
from  which,  after  a  time,  fprung  the  monaftery  of  St.  Mary,  at  York  ;  and 
a  third  at  a  place  called  anciently  Strenejhalgh,  now  Owythy. 

The 


ABBEY   AND   BOROUGH   OF  EVESHAM. 


*9 


The  good  old  Mannius  lived  feven  years  after  his  refignation,  and  at  length 
died  in  January,  1065,  on  the  fame  night,  and  in  the  fame  hour  with  Edward 
the  Confeflbr.  His  fucceffor,  the  encroaching  Egelwyn,  furvived  till  March, 
1077  :  when,  dying  of  the  gout,  he  was  fucceeded  by 

XXIX.  Walter,  a  monk  of  Cerafia,  brought  in  doubtlefs  by  William  I. 
Stevens*  fays  he  was  fent  hither  by  this  monarch  within  three  months  after 
the  deceafe  of  Egelwin.  Talbot's  MS.  tells  us  not  till  1086.  Dugdale  and 
the  other  writers  agree  with  the  former  account,  and  make  1086  the  year  in 
which  he  died.  —  Befide  the  authority  of  the  manufcript  above-mentioned, 
which  is  certainly  pretty  good,  there  is  a  great  probability  likewife  that  the 
unfettled  ftate  of  that  period,  the  frequent  infurreclions,  the  contentions 
between  the  Englifh  and  Normans  for  places  of  truft  and  dignity,  might  occa- 
fion  a  vacancy  for  fome  years  :  —  whether  for  fo  many  as  nine  is  a  point  the 
reader  muft  determine  for  himfelf.  It  may  however  be  obferved,  that  no 
great  degree  of  improbability  is  added  to  this  fuppofltion  by  its  contracting 
the  government  of  the  following  Abbot  to  the  fhort  fpace  of  three  years  ; 
for  it  is  an  abbacy  of  which  very  few  particulars  are  told. 

However  this  may  have  been,  it  is  certain  this  Norman  Abbot  was  diiTatisned 
with  the  ftyle  of  architecture  at  Evefham,  and  refolved  to  amend  it  according 
to  his  own  improved  ideas.  He  took  the  church  quite  down,  though  efteemed 
one  of  the  firft  in  England,  and  began  a  new  one  in  the  ftyle  of  his  country  : 
—  a  Gothic  fpecies,  but  by  no  means  of  the  purer  fort.  His  plans  exceeding 
in  expence  the  eftimate  he  had  made,  money  was  wanting  to  complete  them. 
St.  Egwin's  fhrine  was  made  ufe  of  to  excite  the  zeal  of  the  pious  on  this  lauda- 
ble occafion.  It  was  carried  by  his  monks  throughout  all  England,  and  a  large 
fum  of  money  collected.  That  the  church  was  immediately  the  object  or  the 
produce  of  this  fund  there  is  fome  reafon  to  doubt,  if  it  be  true,  as  is  aflerted, 
that  this  church  was  not  dedicated  till  the  abbacy  of  Richard  le  Grai ;  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  afterwards. 

D  2  Many 
*  Appendix  136  E.  copied  from  Vefp.  B.  15.  fol.  17.  in  the  Cotton  Library. 


20 


HISTORY   AND   ANTIQUITIES   OF  THE 


Many  eftates  which  Egelwyn  had  fo  craftily  acquired  were,  in  this  Abbot's 
time,  again  feparated  from  the  Convent.  This  bufinefs  is  briefly  mentioned 
in  Domefday-book,*  where  the  name  of  Walter  alfo  occurs.  He  is,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  faid  to  have  increafed  the  number  of  monks.  After  prefiding 
feven  years,  he  died  in  February,  1093.7 

XXX.  Robert,  a  Norman  monk  of  Jumieges,  or  Gimeges,  was  the  next 
Abbot.  Of  him  little  memorable  is  related,  except  that  in  his  time  the  mar- 
ket of  Stow  was  obtained  by  Ralph,  the  king's  chancellor.  Both  this  Abbot 
and  his  predecefTor  are  faid  to  have  diftributed  much  of  the  Abbey  land  among 
their  relations. — It  is  probable  that  the  miffion  of  twelve  monks  to  Othenefey, 
in  Denmark,  happened  during  his  government ;  as  we  are  exprefsly  informed 
they  were  commanded  thither  by  William  II.  Their  office  was  to  infirucl  the 
monks  of  the  new-founded  monaftery  there  in  the  Benedicline  difcipline  and 
regulations,  and  to  bring  everything,  as  near  as  poffible,  to  the  model  of  the 
mother  Convent.  It  became  afterward  a  cell  to  Evefham  ;  and  there  is  a 
charter  or  epiftle  extant,  dated  1 174,  which  ratifies  this  filiation ;  from  which 
fome  extracts  will  be  given  in  the  account  of  the  cuftoms  of  this  Abbey.  It 
is  known  that  at  the  the  time  this  filiation  was  made,  there  were  lixty-feven 
monks  at  Evefham.  $  Robert  died  in  the  year  1096. 

XXXI.  Mauritius,  or  Maurice,  a  monk  of  Evefham,  fucceeded  him.  His 

abbacy 

*  "  Ipfa  ecclefia  tenet  4  hidas  ad  Beningeorde,  k  5  hidas  tenet  Urfo.  Has  5  hidas  diratiocinavit 
Walter  Abbas  ad  Udibergam  in  4  fciras,  coram  Epifcopo  Baiocenfi  et  aliis  Baronibus  Regis." 
[Domefday  Book,  p.  175.] 

+  According  to  Talbot : — in  1086  according  to  other  writers. 

X  There  were  alfo,  at  this  time,  in  the  Evefham  Monaftery  five  nuns,  three  paupers  at  command, 
and  three  clerks,  who  enjoyed  equal  privileges  with  the  monks.  They  had  fifty-nine  fervants  in 
the  Abbey :  five  of  whom  attended  in  the  church ;  two  in  the  infirmary ;  two  in  the  chancery  ; 
five  in  the  kitchen ;  feven  in  the  bake-houfe ;  four  in  the  brewery ;  four  in  the  bath ;  two  as  fhoe- 
makers ;  two  in  the  pantry ;  three  as  gardeners ;  one  at  the  gate  of  the  cloifter ;  two  at  the  great 
gate ;  five  in  the  vineyard  four  waited  on  the  monks  when  they  went  abroad ;  four  as  fifhermen ; 
four  in  the  Abbot's  chamber ;  three  in  the  hall ;  and  two  as  watchmen.  [Stevens's  Append. 
P«  »37-l 
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abbacy  was  long,  but  nothing  is  recorded  of  it.  He  lived  till  1122.  His 
fucceffor  was 

XXXII.  Reginald,  a  monk  of  Gloucefter.  This  Abbot  was  nephew  to 
Milo,  earl  of  Hereford,  with  whom  he  went  to  Rome  in  profecution  of  a 
caufe  againft  the  bifhop  Simon,*  in  the  pontificate  of  Innocent  II.  The  caufe 
was  raoft  probably  gained,  for  we  find  on  record  that  he  obtained  many  great 
and  fplendid  privileges  for  his  Convent.  Among  thefe,  we  may  prefume, 
was  the  life  of  the  mitre  and  other  pontifical  ornaments.  To  this  may  be 
added,  though  an  event  of  little  importance,  that  he  removed  fome  bar- 
racks, or  houfes  of  the  foldiers  of  Kynewarton  and  Goclon,  who  were  (ra- 
tioned near  the  Abbey,  and  much  incommoded  it.  Where  materials  are  fo 
fcanty  we  are  glad  to  detail  even  the  llightefl.  Reginald  died  in  September, 
1 1 49»  and  was  followed  by 

XXXIII.  William  de  Andeville,  a  monk  of  Canterbury  :  a  true  member 
of  the  church  militant.  He  ventured,  with  much  refolution,  to  excommu- 
nicate William  de  Bello  Campo,  or  de  Beauchamp,  with  all  his  followers  in 
arms.  They  had,  it  feems,  deflroyed  the  walls  of  his  cemitary,  and  made 
fome  depredations  on  his  convent.  "  Whereupon  (fays  the  good  old  MS.  I 
chiefly  follow,)  not  one  of  them  departed  this  life  in  a  Chrifh'an  manner,  or 
had  Chriftian  rites  bellowed  on  their  funeral."  But  this  couragious  Abbot 
went  flill  further.  He  knew  how  to  improve  his  viclory ;  and  attacking 
(whether  at  the  head  of  his  monks  we  are  not  informed,)  the  cadle  of  Beng- 
worth,  which  flood  near  the  bridge,  and  was  the  property  of  his  antagonifl, 
he  took  it,  and  razed  it  to  the  foundation.  Then,  by  a  fort  of  retaliation, 
he  caufed  a  church-yard  or  cemitary  to  be  confecrated  on  the  .fpot.  He  died 
in  January,  1 1  59. 

XXXIV.  Roger, f  a  monk  of  St.  Auguflin's,  in  Canterbury,  fucceeded 
him.    After  a  very  fhort  abbacy,  he  died  in  January,  1160. 

XXXV.  Adam, 

*  On  foot,  in  company  with  Simon,  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  according  to  the  Evefham  Regifier. 
t  This  Abbot  is  entirely  omitted  in  Talbot's  MS.  which  circumftance,  together  with  the  fhort 

period 
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XXXV.  Adam,  a  monk  of  Cluny,  ot,  as  Talbot's  MS.  calk  him,  Adam 
Clunienfis  de  Caritate,  was  then  made  Abbot.  He  was  a  very  learned  man, 
and  (for  his  age,)  a  great  writer.  Leland  fays  of  him  —  that  the  making  him 
Abbot  was  rather  an  honour  to  the  Convent  than  to  himfelf. — He  faw  more 
peaceable  and  happy  times  :— times  in  which  religion  and  its  profeffors,  un- 
difturbed  by  tumults  and  infurredions,  received  their  due  honours  from  all 
well-difpofed  perfons.  It  is  related  of  this  Abbot  that  he  had  the  golden  cup 
made  which  his  fucceffor  contributed  toward  the  ranfom  of  Richard  L  But 
this,  unlefs  we  attribute  a  gift  of  prefcience  to  him,  mult  be  deemed  a  mif- 
take  ;  as  Richard  was  not  taken  prifoner  by  the  Auftrians  till  December  20, 
1 192  :  —  a  full  year  after  his  death.  The  Abbey  flourifhed  much  under  his 
government,  and  he  procured  for  it  many  new  and  fplendid  privileges.* 
After  prefiding  above  thirty  years  in  great  tranquility,  he  ended  his  life  in 
November,  1 19  r  ,f  —  His  fucceffor 

XXXVI.  Roger  Noricus,  or  Norreys,  a  monk  of  Canterbury,  was  by  no 
means  worthy  of  him.  He  had  been  imprifoned  for  fome  immoral  acl  by  his 
own  convent,  and  obtained  his  liberty  only  by  breaking  from  thence.  For  a 
confiderable  time  he  was  in  a  manner  expatriated  and  difowncd  by  any  mo- 
naftery  ;  till,  by  fome  means  or  other,  making  friends  at  court,  he  was  by 
the  royal  mandate  created  Abbot  of  Evefham.    The  monks  there  however 

confidered 

period  allowed  to  him,  had,  at  firft,  determined  me  to  reje£t  him.  But  all  other  authors  agree  in 
numbering  him  among  the  Abbots.  Dugdale,  whole  account  of  the  Evefham  Abbots  was  copied 
from  a  MS.  of  Sir  Simon  D'Ewes,  now,  I  believe,  in  the  Bodleian,  fays  only  of  him  : — "  Pro 
tempore  viriliter  tamen  ficut  Abbas  vixit,  et  obiit  2  nonas  Januarii,  Anno  Dom.  1 159."  Dr.  Nafh, 
from  the  Evefham  Regifter,  fays  of  this  Abbot,  that  "  he  was  honoured  by  pope  Clement  with  the 
ufe  of  the  gloves,  ring,  mitre,  dalmatica,  and  other  facerdotal  garments ;  all  of  which  be  was  al- 
lowed to  wear  within  his  Monaftery  on  lolemn  days,  at  the  procelfion  of  the  monks,  in  councils  of 
the  Roman  pontiff  or  his  legate,  and  in  epifcopal  fynods.  [Hift.  Wore.  vol.  1.  p.  399.] 

*  Evefham  was  a  mitred  and  parliamentary  Abbey ;  and  it  is  probably  from  about  this  period  we 
may  date  its  becoming  fo.  In  a  regifter  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Worcefter,  (called  Extenta,) 
it  is  faid  that  the  Abbot  of  Evefham  held  his  barony  in  the  counties  of  Worcefter,  Gloucefter,  and 
Northampton,  of  the  king,  by  the  fervice  of  four  knight's  fees  and  an  half.  [Hift.  Wore.  vol.  1. 
p.  401.] 

+  In  Stevens  [Appendix,  p.  138.]  we  are  told  he  died  in  121 1.  This  makes  his  abbacy  laft  fifty- 
one  years : — furely  an  unreafonable  and  improbable  length  of  time. 
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confidered  him  as  an  alien  and  an  intruder.  He  difcovered  on  many  occafions 
a  lofty  fpirit,  and  abounded  with  a  variety  of  learning.  But,  at  length,  for 
his  wafte  of  the  revenue,  for  his  luxury,  drunkennefs,  tyranny,  and  other 
enormities,  (exaggerated  a  little  no  doubt  by  the  good  monks,)  he  was  de- 
pofed  by  Richard,  biihop  of  Tufculum,  then  in  England  as  the  pope's  legate, 
and  from  an  Abbot  defcended  to  be  prior  of  Penwortham,  in  Lancafhire  ;  a 
dependent  convent.  This  happened  in  the  year  12 13,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  Evefham  monks ;  and,  after  furviving  three  years  in  his  new  office,  he  died 
and  was  buried  there.*    To  him  fucceeded 

XXXVII.  Randolph,  or  Ralph,  prior  of  Worcefter,  but  born  at  Evefham, 
a  reverend  and  virtuous  pallor.  He  had  been  elecled  bimop  of  Worcefter, 
but  chooiing  afterwards  to  decline  that  eminent  ftation,  reftgned  it,  and  was 
by  the  bimop  of  Tufculum  confirmed  Abbot  of  Evefham.  He  was  not  confe- 
crated  till  122 1  ;  when  that  ceremony  was  performed  at  York  by  the  bifhop 
of  Chichefter.  In  the  fccond  year  after  his  inftallation  he  went  to  Rome  to 
attend  a  general  council,  where  he  obtained  feveral  privileges,  and  fettled 

many 

*  In  Stevens  [Append,  p.  138.]  are  feveral  minute  particulars  concerning  this  Abbot's  conduft. 
He  was,  it  feems,  too  much  the  courtier  and  fecular  man  for  the  monks.  After  he  had  been  Abbot 
a  few  years,  he  was  fo  elated  by  a  fenfe  of  his  own  great  erudition,  and  by  his  intemperance,  that 
he  feemed  quite  mad,  and  to  throw  off  all  the  cares  of  his  office,  and  of  the  fouls  of  his  flock.  He 
opprefled  the  monks  in  every  manner: — by  depriving  them  of  clothes,  for  want  of  which  many 
could  not  attend  divine  fervice;  —  of  food,  fo  as  to  keep  them  many  days  only  on  dry  bread  ;  and 
by  giving  them  bad  fmall  beer  injlead  of  ale.  The  monks  complained  to  Hubert,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  then  legate ;  who,  in  fome  degree,  redrefled  their  grievances.  But  after  his  office 
was  expired  this  Abbot  began  again  to  opprefs  them  fo  far  as  even  to  appropriate  the  Convent  rents 
to  his  own  ufe.  The  monks  complained  a  fecond  time  to  Hubert ;  who,  coming  to  Evefham  in  a 
chafe,  enquired  into  all  thefe  matters.  The  cunning  Roger  then  began  to  tamper  with  fome  of 
the  lefs  rigid  brethren,  and  by  bribes  and  promifes  brought  them  over  to  his  party.  Thus,  and 
by  reftoring  a  temporary  order  in  the  Convent,  he  made  his  peace.  After  Hubert  was  gone  his 
tyranny  grew  worfe  than  ever.  He  not  only  ftarved  his  monks,  as  before,  but  alienated  many  of 
their  poffefllions,  and  enriched  his  relations  with  them.  At  length  a  legate  came  over  from  the 
pope;  when  he  was  accufed  of  all  thefe  offences  by  Thomas  de  Marleberg,  as  will  hereafter  be  re- 
lated, and  depofed  from  his  office.  — There  is  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  [Vitellius  E.  xviii.  10.  Cott. 
MSS.]  a  copy  of  a  convention  made  between  Robert  II.  Abbot  of  Malmfbury,  and  Roger  II.  Abbot 
of  Evefham,  for  the  communication  of  benefices  both  fpiritual  and  temporal.  From  this  lame  ex- 
trafts  will  hereafter  be  given. 


24      HISTORY   AND   ANTIQUITIES   OF  THE 


many  new  regulations  concerning  the  cuftoms  and  rents  of  his  Monaftery.  * 
After  prefiding  above  fifteen  years,  he  died  January  16,  1229. 

XXXVIII.  Thomas  de  Marleberg,f  or  Marlborough,  before  prior,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  dignity  of  Abbot.  By  the  new  regulations  he  could  not  be  ra- 
tified but  by  the  pope  himlelf ;  and,  with  a  derogation  from  the  archbifhop, 
he  was  the  next  year  confecrated  by  the  bifhop  of  Coventry. 

Of  this  man  much  remains  on  record  ;  but  of  a  kind  that  will  pleafe  the 
antiquary  more  than  the  common  reader.  A  Latin  paper  of  confiderable 
length,  and  written  probably  very  near  this  period,  is  ftill  extant ;  which,  as 
it  contains  much  curious  and  minute  information,  I  have  tranflated  and  fhall 
here  infert.  It  is,  like  moft  of  the  monkifh  Latin,  in  a  very  perplexed  ftyle, 
and  has  many  appropriate  terms,  which  (it  being  difficult  to  render  them  in 
Englifh,)  will  be  left  for  the  exacler  antiquary  in  their  original  form.  The 
whole  throws  much  light  on  the  ftate  of  the  Monaftery  at  the  time  it  was 
written,  and  even  on  that  of  their  long-forgotten  buildings ;  the  very  demoli- 
tion of  which  has  now  become  a  curious  object:  of  antiquarian  refearch. 

"  In  the  third  year  after  Thomas  was  admitted  monk  of  Eyefham,  as  his 
fkill  in  the  laws  was  well  known  and  acknowledged  by  all,  the  Abbot  and 
Convent,  though  reluctantly,  at  length  adopted  his  plans,  and  repulfed  the 

bifhop 

*  In  the  chapter  on  the  cuftoms  of  this  houfe  a  paper  is  inferted,  on  that  fubje£i,  written  by 
this  Abbot. 

t  The  a&s  of  this  Abbot  are  by  Dr.  Nafh  [fee  note  (p)  in  vol.  I.  p.  399.]  attributed  to  Thomas 
de  Gloceftria,  the  next  Abbot  but  one.  Confiding  in  fo  good  authority,  I  was  about  to  have  in- 
ferted them  in  my  account  of  his  abbacy;  but  in  Stevens's  Appendix  I  met  with  a  paifage  which 
evidently  decides  the  point  in  favour  of  this  man.  In  the  account  of  Roger  de  Norreys,  or  Noricus, 
as  he  is  there  called,  we  read  that  the  pope's  legate,  "  Nicholaus  Tufculenlis  Epifcopus  cum  Eve- 
fhamiae  caufa  vifitationis  venkTet,  ex  precepto  ejufdem  legati,  furrexit  Thomas  de  Marleberge  mona- 
chus  difbe  domiis,  k  ftatum  domus  ejus  retulit,  k  Abbatem  coram  eo  accufavit,  k  fuper  feptem  vel 
o6to  criminibus  eum  convicit;  6c  ita  depofitus  eft  Abbas,  k  fa6tus  eft  prior  de  Penwortham."  Thefe 
are  the  very  words  of  part  of  the  Latin  paper,  "  de  bonis  operibus  prioris  Thomae ;"  and  if  this 
particular  a£tion  be  afcribed  to  him,  on  fo  good  authority,  all  the  reft  belongs  to  him  of  courfe. 
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bifhop  of  Worcefter,  then  on  his  way  to  hold  a  viiitation  at  Evefham.  This, 
fince  the  time  of  Abbot  Aluric,  none  had  ventured  to  do.  He  was  after- 
wards made  dean  of  the  valley  of  Evefham,*  an  office  that  no  other  perfon 
had  exercifed  fince  the  priority  of  Avicius  and  Aluric.  While  procurator  at 
the  Roman  court,  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  his  induftry  and  labour  that  a  fen- 
tence  was  iffued  from  the  pope  for  the  exemption  and  liberty  of  the  Evefham 
church  from  all  jurifdiclion  of  the  fee  of  Worcefter. f  By  his  prudence,  fe- 
conded  by  that  of  the  other  brethren,  certain  rents  were  affigned  to  various 
offices  in  the  Convent ;  augmented  in  fome,  and  from  others  entirely  taken 
away. 

"  After  his  return  from  Rome,  he,  according  to  inftruclions  he  received 
there,  advifed  that  the  cuftoms  of  the  Monaftery,  and  the  rents  belonging  to 
it,  mould  be  written  down  and  confirmed  by  the  feal  of  the  Abbot  and  Con- 
vent, of  the  pope's  legate  in  England,  and  even  of  the  pope  himfelf.  This, 
with  much  labour  and  difficulty,  was  at  laft  effedled  ;  but  unlefs  providence 
had  favoured  the  attempt,  the  lives  of  many  monks  muft  have  been  loft  in 
the  enterprize. 

«*  After  the  falling  of  the  tower,  when  all  the  fraternity  defpaired  of  its  re- 
paration, and  ftill  more  of  the  reftoration  of  the  church,  much  damaged  by 
its  fall,  this  man,  at  the  requeft  of  the  brethren  and  command  of  the  Abbot, 
diligently  fet  to  work  in  repairing  it.  Although  he  had  no  competent  fum 
allowed  him  for  the  undertaking,  yet,  with  his  own  money,  labour,  and 
wonderful  perfeverance,  he  within  two  years  rebuilt  the  walls  of  the  prefby- 
tery,  (excepting  only  that  the  beams  were  furnilhed  him  at  the  Convents 
expence,)  and  this  in  the  manner  of  a  corridor,  fo  as  to  leave  a  fpace  for 
walking  round  that  edifice  —  an  improvement  never  before  attempted  in 
any  convent.    He  alfo  completely  repaired  the  reft  of  that  building,  with 

E  the 

*  Decanus  Chriftianitatis  vallis  Evefham. 

•f  See  the  charter  at  length  in  Dr.  Nafh.  [Hift.  Wore.  vol.  i.  p.  401.] 

t  It  does  not  quite  clearly  appear  whether  this  fort  of  corridor  was  within,  or  on  the  outfide  of 
the  building 
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the  roofs  alfo  of  the  crypts*  adjoining  to  it,  and  furnifhed  more  than  half  the 
rafters  neceffary  for  the  tower. 

"  Our  Abbot  rendered  fecure  by  his  exemption  from  all  authority  except 
the  pope's,  had  delapidated  and  damaged  many  of  our  fixtures ; — had  brought 
the  Convent  into  debt  to  above  the  value  of  a  thoufand  marks  ;  and  had  fo 
much  depreffed  the  ftate  of  the  Evefham  Monaftery,  that  many  of  the  monks 
fcarcely  pone  fifed  decent  clothing,  could  fleep  under  a  dry  roof,  or  procure  a 
proper  fupply  of  food.  Thomas,  then  only  dean,  and  not  yet  our  prior, 
erected  himfelf  as  a  wall  in  the  defence  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  when  the 
pope's  legate  came  on  other  bufimefs  to  Evefham,  he  referred  to  him  the Jlate 
of  the  Convent,  The  legate  coming  hither  a  fecond  time,  he  boldly  accufed 
the  Abbot  before  him  ;  and  by  his  own  confeffion, — by  the  teftimony  of 
things  themfelves, — and  by  that  of  the  whole  brotherhood,  convicted  him  of 
feven  or  eight  diftinct  offences.  Thus,  at  the  hazard  of  his  habit  if  he  had 
failed  in  the  accufation,  Abbot  Roger  was  depofed,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
the  Evefham  church.  After  his  depofition  thofe  fixtures  were  recovered 
that,  under  various  pretences,  had  been  alienated  by  him,  and  even  the  re- 
ftoration  of  twenty  marks  was  effected,  which  was  a  part  of  the  fum  of  fifty 
marks  for  which  the  privileges  of  the  Convent  had  been  pledged  to  the  court 
of  Rome,  during  the  vacancy,  and  in  the  abbacy  of  Randulf.  So  great  was 
the  joy  of  the  Convent  on  account  of  this  liberation,  and  fuch  honour  ac- 
crued from  it  to  the  dean  and  his  fucceffors,  that,  on  the  annual  election  to 
that  office,  a  pittance  extraordinary  was  dealt  out  to  the  Convent. 

**  In  the  fecond  year  of  Randulf 's  abbacy,  Thomas,  then  dean,  went  with 
him  to  Rome  to  a  general  council,  where,  by  his  prudence  and  advice,  a 
new  arrangement  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Convent  rents  was  confirmed,  and 
many  other  ufeful  matters  fettled. 

"  Returning 

*  The  word  crypt  feems  likewife  to  have  here  a  doubtful  fignification.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
a  fubterraneous  vault  or  chapel  is  meant,  or  merely  a  vaulted  aifle  of  the  church ;  as  it  is,  even  in 
this  paper,  ufed  in  both  fenfes.  Here  I  fuppofe  it  means  the  roof  of  a  fide  aifle  contiguous  to  the 
prefbytery. 
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"  Returning  from  Rome,  after  two  years  he  was  elected  facrift.  He  then 
made  a  reading  defk  behind  the  choir,  which  the  Evefham  church  had  not  be- 
fore, and  appointed  ftated  readings  to  be  held  near  the  tomb  of  St.  Wilfius. 
He  made  alfo  a  fifti-pool  in  the  cloifter,  juft  out  of  the  church  gate,  and  built 
an  apartment  in  the  church;  repairing  likewife  the  lower  part  of  the  clock.* 
Twelve  albs  were  furnifhed  us  by  his  care  and  economy.  All  the  glafs  windows 
that  had  been  broken  by  the  fall  of  the  tower  were  mended  by  him,  and  all 
the  fhrines  fully  repaired.  The  fhrine  of  St.  Wlftan  he  entirely  rebuilt.  He 
repaired  the  three  tablets  of  the  high  altar,  enlarged  that  in  the  front  of  the 
fame  altar,  and  much  improved  the  altar  itfelf.  Thefe  had  all  been  demolithed 
almoft  beyond  the  hope  of  reparation  by  the  fall  of  the  above-mentioned 
tower,  nor  were  fewer  than  ten  marks  neceffary  to  renew  them.  He  alfo 
replaced  the  five  arches  of  the  prefbytery,  and  one  before  the  glafs  gate.  He 
increafed  the  rents  of  the  facrifty  to  two  marks,  by  reclaiming  the  profits 
arifing  from  Norton  church  to  their  original  and  proper  ufe  *  *  *  *. 
IJle  etiamfacrijla  primus  obtinuit  bovem  fecundo  meliorem  demortuorum  cum  corpori- 
bus,  t  et  denarium  offerendum  ad  rmjfam  mortuorum  evicit.  By  the  profits  of 
which  new  regulations  he  procured  it  to  be  ordained  in  the  chapter,  that 
the  lamps  before  the  great  altar,  and  thofe  before  the  altar  of  St.  Mary,  in 
the  crypts,  mould  be  kept  perpetually  burning.  All  this  he  effected  within 
the  fpace  of  one  year. 

"  Leaving  his  office  thus  rich  in  good  works,  he  was  then  elecled  prior. 
In  this  office  he  buried  his  predeceffor,  prior  John,  in  a  new  maufoleum  ; 
and  alfo  John,  furnamed  Dionyfius :  of  the  latter  of  whom  prior  Thomas 
was  accuftomed  to  fay,  that  "  He  had  never  known  any  man  who  fo  per- 
fectly performed  every  kind  of  penance  as  he  did  for  more  than  thirty  years  ; 
in  faffing  and  prayer,  —  in  tears  and  watching,  —  in  cold  and  corporeal 
infliction, — in  coarfenefs  and  roughnefs  of  cloathing, — and  in  denying  him- 
felf  bodily  comforts  far  more  than  the  other  brethren ;  all  which  he  dedicated 
to  good  ufes  and  the  fupport  of  the  poor." 

E  2  "  Thomas 

*  "  Et  cameram  in  Ecclefia  cum  pede  orologi  reparavit." 
t  The  former  part  of  this  fentence  I  do  not  at  all  underftand. 
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"  Thomas  had  brought  with  him  to  the  Convent  many  books  of  both 
kinds  of  law,  canon  and  civil,  by  which  he  had  regulated  the  fchools  before 
he  became  a  monk  either  at  Oxford  or  Exeter.  He  brought  the  firft  book 
of  Democritus,  the  book  of  Antipar -demon,*  the  Gradual  of  Conftantine,  the 
%uadrimus  of  Ufidorus,  Tully  de  Amicitia,  another  book  of  Tully,  Tully  de 
Seneftute,  and  de  Paradoxis,  Lucan,  Juvenal,  and  many  other  authors ;  with 
many  fermons,  notes,  and  queftions  in  theology :  and  alfo  many  notes  on 
the  art  of  grammar,  with  the  rules  of  that  art,  and  the  book  concerning 
accents. 

"  After  his  priorfhip  was  ended  he  made  a  large  breviary,  the  beft  then 
extant  in  the  Monaftery  ;  and  bound  up  Hamo  on  the  Revelations,  and  the 
lives  of  the  patrons  of  the  Evefham  church,  with  the  acts  both  of  good  and 
bad  men  of  that  church,  in  one  volume.  He  alfo  bound  up  the  fame  lives 
and  acls,  feparately,  in  another  volume.  He  made  likewife  a  large  pfaltery, 
the  beft  in  the  Convent,  excepting  thofe  with  the  gloffes.  He  collected  all 
that  was  requifite  for  forming  four  antiphonaries,  with  their  notes ;  except 
that  the  brethren  of  the  Monaftery  helped  to  tranfcribe  them.  He  finifhed 
many  books  which  William  de  Lith,  of  pious  memory,  had  begun:  —  the 
Martirologium,  the  Exceptio  MiJJcp,  and  fome  excellent  notes  on  the  pfaltery, 
and  two  Communions  of  the  Saints  in  the  old  Antiphonaries.  He  bought  alfo  the 
four  Evangelifts,  with  gloffes,  the  books  of  Ifaiah  and  Ezekiel,  with  a  paraphrafe, 
the  PojliM  upon  Matthew,  fome  allegories  on  the  old  Teftament,  the  Lamen- 
tations of  Jeremiah,  with  a  paraphrafe,  the  Expofition  of  the  Mafs  according 
to  pope  Innocent,  and  the  book  of  the  great  Alexander  Nequam,  f  which  is 
called  Corrogationes  Promethei  de  partibus  veteris  Tejlamenti  et  nova. 

"  He  had  alfo  two  albs  made  for  the  Convent's  ufe,  with  ornaments  of 
gold  interwoven,  and  adorned  two  black  copes  with  golden  flowers. 

He  built  the  towers  of  the  preibytery,  and  laid  five  ftone  tablets  over 
the  roofs  of  the  five  crypts.    That  part  of  the  church  which  is  over  the  altar 

of 

*  Concerning.this  book  any  information  would  be  very  acceptable. 
+  11  Librum  etiam  magni  Alexandri  Nequam."    Is  this  book  ftill  extant? 
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of  St.  John  Baptift  was,  after  the  fecond  falling  of  the  tower,  repaired  by  him  ; 
and  he  gave  it  the  form  of  a  corridor,  that  people  might  walk  round  that  part 
of  the  church.  He  erected  the  two  towers  over  the  fame  part  of  the  church, 
and  faced  them  with  Hone.  The  painted  window  in  the  prefbytery,  which 
reprefents  the  hiftory  of  St.  Egwin,  was  alfo  made,  and  the  two  ancient  painted 
windows  in  the  Weft  front  of  the  church,  repaired  by  him.  He  reftored  the 
throne  of  St.  Egwin,  and  his  fhrine,  ornamented  with  flowered  work  and 
fome  precious  (rones,  which  had  likewife  fuffered  by  the  fall  of  the  tower. 
He  erected  the  four  firft  flails  in  the  prior's  choir,  and  made  the  forms  in  the 
fame  choir. 

«*  The  fame  Thomas  bought  ten  acres  of  land  in  Littleton,  of  Radulf,  the 
Reward  there,  in  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  priorfhip,  and  particularly 
in  aid  of  the  anniverfary  of  the  then  prior  H.  —  with  intent  that  he  mould, 
on  that  day,  fuftain  twenty-five  poor  perfons.  This  land  he  afterwards 
changed  for  fome  in  Bengworth.  He  bought  an  eftate  alfo  at  Merftowe,  of 
Hugo  de  Warwic  ;  another  of  the  daughter  of  a  ferjant,*  for  the  expences  of 
his  own  anniverfary ;  and  a  wood  of  Peter  de  Lent,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
that  the  pittanciary  of  the  Convent  mould  have  a  fund  for  the  fuftenance  of 
animals. 

"  The  greater  part  of  the  chapter-houfe  was  painted  by  his  directions ; 
and  a  bath  was  by  him  made  in  the  cloifter,  before  the  gate  of  the  Monaftery. 
He  expended  fifteen  (hillings  in  materials  and  in  the  payment  of  workmen,  for 
the  reparation  of  the  great  lavatory.  He  contributed  above  a  mark  toward 
finifhing  the  great  bell-tower  begun  by  Adam  Sortes.  The  walls  of  the  monks 
cemitary  he  repaired  at  a  great  expence,  and  fupported  the  private  dormitory, 
almoft  in  ruins,  by  three  arches  ;  in  which  he  expended  above  four  marks. 
He  built  the  great  arch  of  the  new  infirmary,  which  coll:  him  about  the  fame 
firm.  In  fupplying  the  beams,  lead,  and  paying  the  workmen  for  covering 
one  angle  only  of  the  great  tower  of  the  church,  he  laid  out  twenty  (hillings. 
He  furnilhed  all  the  veftments  for  the  chapel  of  the  upper  infirmary,  and 
likewife  its  glafs  gate.    He  fufpended  the  leffer  veffel  of  the  eucharift  by  a  fil- 

ver 

*  Scrjanti. 
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ver  chain,  and,  in  the  refeclory,  hung  a  bell  on  a  wheel  with  an  iron  chain 
to  it,  and  renewed  the  infcription  on  the  great  altar  without  looking  into  a  book.* 
It  was  his  cuftom  always  to  fupply  little  defecfe  of  this  kind* 

"  This  prior  bought  alfo  an  eftate  of  Adam  Peterel,  and  gave  half  to  the 
almery,  and  the  other  half  to  fupply  the  lamps  of  St.  Mary  in  the  crypts.  He 
ftrengthened  the  windows  of  the  mifericordia  with  iron  bars,  to  prevent  en- 
trance to  thieves  ;  and  ufed  great  diligence  and  many  entreaties  with  Abbot 
Randulf,  till  he  prevailed  that  the  entrance  of  the  infirmary  might  be  widened 
to  the  breadth  of  the  kitchen.  He,  with  great  expence,  ftrengthened  and 
adorned  the  walls  of  the  cloifter,  and  had  the  gate  of  the  mifericordia  turned 
to  the  fide  we  now  fee  it.  A  very  laudable  cuftom  was  firft  inftituted  by  hirn  : 
— that  the  fhrines  of  St.  Creedan  and  of  St»  Wlftan  fhould,  on  their  feftivals, 
be  placed  before  the  altar ;  and  that  the  prior  for  the  time  being  mould  then, 
from  the  profits  of  the  Littleton  and  Bengworth  eftate,  fupply  one  wax  taper 
to  burn  continually,  day  and  night,  before  the  relicks  of  thofe  faints.  He 
repaired  the  beam  before  the  altar  of  St.  Peter,  with  its  crofs  and  images,  and 
raifed  higher  the  window  of  the  veftry. 

"  He  moreover  caufed  to  be  written  in  a  volume,  in  large  letters,  the  book 
concerning  the  office  of  Abbot,  from  the  purification  of  St.  Mary  to  the  feaft 
of  Eafter  ; — the  preleclions  concerning  Eafter,  Penticoft,  and  the  ceremony  of 
bleffing  baptifmal  fonts :  and  cauled  another  volume  containing  the  fame  works 
to  be  written  in  a  fmaller  character ;  all  which  the  Convent  had  not,  in  any 
order,  before.  He  made  alfo  the  tablet  for  the  locutory,  in  the  chapel  of  St. 
Anne,  toward  the  Weft.  After  the  altar  of  St.  Mary  in  the  crypts  had  been 
defpoiled  by  thieves  of  its  books  and  veftments,  to  the  value  often  pounds, 
he  contributed  to  their  reftoration  ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  bought  an  alb, 
with  ornaments  of  gold  interwoven.  He  alfo  gave  half  a  mark  for  the  charter 
of  confirmation  of  the  eftate  at  Radford,  deftined  for  the  ufes  of  the  fame 
altar,  and  three  millings  toward  the  purchafe  of  a  dalmatica  of  red  fatin  for 
the  Abbot  Randulf.    It  was  always  the  cuftom  of  this  good  monk,  as  far  as 

lay 


*  "  Sine  libro:" — by  memory. 
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lay  in  him,  to  fupply  all  defecls ;  and,  as  far  as  he  poffibly  could,  to  prevent 
any  of  the  Convent's  affairs  from  being  neglecled  or  left  unfinifhed." 

From  this  long  and  minute  detail,  it  will  at  leaft  be  made  evident  to 
the  reader,  that  the  aforefaid  prior  Thomas  was  a  man  who  would,  in  any 
ftation  of  life,  have  forced  himfelf  into  eminence.  Neither  the  gloom  of  a 
convent,  nor  its  prevailing  languor  and  inactivity,  could  reftrain  his  bufy, 
buftling,  and  (in  the  prefent  cafe,)  ufeful  ardour.  Had  his  lot  been  caft  in 
any  of  the  higher  ranks  of  fecular  fociety,  inftead  of  repairing  the  fret-work 
of  a  chapter-houfe,  or  denouncing  his  Abbot  to  the  pope,  we  mould  have 
feen  him  new-modelling  the  government  of  ftates,  and  difturbing  the  repofe 
of  neighbouring  empires.  He  was  furely  therefore  beft  in  the  ftation  in  which 
we  find  him  placed. 

After  a  very  active  abbacy  of  about  feven  years,  Thomas  died  on  the  1 2th  of 
September,  1236,  and  was  buried  under  the  South  wall  of  the  church,  againft 
which,  during  his  life-time,  he  had  a  marble  image  in  pontificals  engraved, 
and  had  in  like  manner  adorned  the  tombs  of  feveral  of  his  predeceffors. 

XXXIX.  Richard  le  Gras,  or  le  Grai,  who  had  before  been  prior  of  Hur- 
ley, in  Berkfhire,  fucceeded  him.  This  Abbot  was  afterwards  made  chancel- 
lor of  England,  and  was  much  employed  by  Henry  III.  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  In  his  time,  fays  Dugdale,  the  church  of  Evefham  was  dedicated  by 
John,  bifhop  of  Worcefter.*  But  we  have  heard  of  no  new  eredion  fince 
the  time  of  Walter;  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  either  that  a  church  mould 
be  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  building,  or  that  it  fhould  have  remained 
long  undedicated,  after  being  built.    It  is  very  probable,  however,  that  the 

good 

*  Dugdale  [vol.  1.  p.  152.]  calls  him  only  "  venerabilis  pater  Johannes  Epifcopus."  Dr.  Nafh 
[vol.  1.  p.  399.]  fays  he  was  bifhop  of  Worcefter.  But  there  was  no  bifhop  there,  of  that  name,  at 
this  time.  JohndeConftantiis  died  1 198,  and  this  dedication  isfaid  to  have  been  performed  in  1239. 
At  this  ceremony,  (whenever  it  may  have  happened,)  the  bifhop  granted  to  all  penitents  of  this 
church  one  hundred  days  indulgence,  and  the  fame  at  every  anniverfary  of  this  day.  On  every 
feaft  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  of  St.  Mary,  and  St.  Egwin,  the  fame  indulgence  was  allowed.  [Stevens's 
Append,  p.  138.] 


32      HISTORY   AND    ANTIQUITIES   OF  THE 

good  monks  may  have  defignedly  retarded  its  progrefs,  through  pretence  of 
poverty,  and  to  leave  an  opening  for  charitable  contributions.  This  has  fre- 
quently happened  ;  and,  I  believe,  is  ftill  the  cafe  with  the  beautiful  fabric 
dedicated  to  St.  Ambrofe,  at  Milan. — This  Abbot,  after  prefiding  fix  years, 
died  at  Riole,  in  Gafcony,  on  December  8,  1242.  He  had  been  nominated 
bifhop  of  Lichfield,  but  did  not  live  to  receive  confecration. 

XL.  Thomas  de  Glovernia,  or  Gloceftria,  as  he  is  called  by  fome  writers, 
was  the  next  Abbot.  He  had  been  a  monk  of  this  houfe,  and  is  faid  by  Dr. 
Nafh  to  have  been  prior  of  Penwortham.  He  was  confirmed  the  following 
year  by  Innocent  IV.  but  could  not  obtain  his  temporalities  from  the  king, 
till  a  fpecial  mandate  for  that  purpofe  had  been  fent  by  the  pope.*  In  his 
time,  we  are  informed  from  the  regifter  of  Abbots  inferted  by  Stevens,t  and 
in  the  year  t  25 1 ,  bifhop  Jocelin  held  an  ordination  during  Lent  in  Evefham 
church.  Thomasi  governed  about  fourteen  years,  and  died  December  15, 
1255.         was  Duried  in  the  middle  of  the  church. 

XLI.  Henry,  who  had  been  prior  of  Evefham,  fucceeded  him.  He  too. 
was  an  a  dive  and  prudent  man,  and  a  great  benefador  to  his  Convent.  This 
period  may  indeed  be  termed  its  golden  age.  Several  fuch  alert  and  benefi- 
cent Abbots  in  fuccefTion,  muft  have  raifed  its  profperity  and  beauty  to  their 
utmoft  height.  No  particulars  are  however  handed  down  to  us  of  this  Abbot's 
munificence,  except  that  he  difcharged  a  debt  of  fifteen  hundred  marks  which 
had  been  contracted  by  his  predeceffors.  He  was  confirmed  Abbot  by  Alex- 
ander IV.  and  after  prefiding  feven  years,  with  much  wifdom,  and  credit  to 
himfelf  and  the  Convent,  he  died  in  November,  1263,  and  was  interred  alfo 
in  the  body  of  the  Abbey  church. 

A  vacancy 

*  It  is  moreover  afferted  in  Talbot's  MS.  that  the  bifhop  of  Ely  who  confecrated  this  Abbot 
was  required  firft  to  take  the  oath  of  obedience  to  the  king,  who  was  probably  nettled  at  the  exempt 
jurifdiftion  claimed  by  this  Abbey. 

t  Append,  p.  138. 

$  This  Abbot's  name  is  very  varioufly  written.  He  is  called  Thomas  de  Glancer  in  Talbot's 
MS.  de  Glovernia  by  Dugdale,  and  de  Glouceftria  in  Stevens. 
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A  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Abbot,  of  three  years  duration,  fucceeded,  of 
which  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  affign  the  caufe ;  though  every  one  of  the  au- 
thors I  have  confulted  are  filent  concerning  it.  The  times  were  now  become 
exceedingly  turbulent,  and  the  contention  between  the  king  and  his  barons 
had  arifen  to  its  greateft  height.  That  thefe  commotions  (of  which,  in  great 
part,  the  fcene  was  laid  fo  near  this  Monaftery,)  fhould  affed  its  internal 
ftate,  cannot  be  deemed  wonderful. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  Stevens,*  in  his  fhort  lift  of  the  Abbots,  fpeaks 
of  the  famous  battle  of  Evefham  as  having  happened  in  the  abbacy  of  William 
de  Whitchurche,  who  did  not  enter  on  his  office  till  the  year  1266.  Dugdale, 
whom  Stevens  chiefly  follows,  is  entirely  filent  on  the  fubjecl.  Dr.  Nam, 
the  lateft  writer  on  this  Abbey,  fuppofes  it  to  have  happened  in  the  time  of 
John  de  Brokehampton,  who  could  not  have  entered  on  his  office  till  1282, 
as  his  predeceffor  did  not  die  till  that  time.  He  afterwards  informs  us  that 
the  battle  of  Evefham  happened  in  1265,  which  is  certainly  the  right  year, 
but  firangely  contradicls  his  former  pofition.  It  undoubtedly  did  happen  in 
that  year  ;  and  thus  during  this  very  vacancy,  pf  which  it  was  evidently,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  caufe.  —  It  is  however  very  eafy,  and  of  little  merit  for 
a  writer,  who  fixes  his  eye  only  on  a  fmall  portion  of  hiffory,  to  correel  the 
miftakes  of  thofe  who  have  their  minds  burdened  and  their  attention  bewil- 
dered by  an  extenfive,  and  almoft  tracklefs  wildernefs  of  hiftorical  events. 

When  the  black  clouds  of  anarchy  difperfed,  and  the  times  became  more 
quiet,  Ottoboni,  the  pope's  legate,  came  to  England,  and  appointed 

XLII.  William  de  Wytechurche,  f  (formerly  a  monk  of  Perfhore,  and 
afterward  Abbot  of  Alcefter,)  Abbot  of  this  Monaftery,  in  the  year  1266. 
By  this  man  was  purchafed,  of  William  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick,  the 
manor  of  Bengworth,  with  all  the  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  it.  Wil- 
iiam  de  Wytechurche  died  Auguft  3,  1282.    His  fucceffor  was 

F  XLffl.  John 

*  Supplement,  vol.  1.  p.  460. 
t  Called  in  Talbot's  MS.  Sir  Wm.  de  White-church. 
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XLIII.  John  de  Brokehampton,  a  monk  of  Evefham.*  He  was  confirmed 
Abbot  at  Rome,  by  Martin  IV.  Much  was  done  by  this  man  toward  the  or- 
nament and  accommodation  of  his  Convent.  He  built  the  cloifter  oppofite 
to  the  chapter-houfe  ;  vaulted  it  over,  and  made  a  library  above  it.  It  was 
during  his  abbacy  that  Henry  Latham,  one  of  his  monks,  built  the  refeclory, 
great  hall,  Abbot's  hall,  kitchen,  and  chapter-houfe;  the  laft  of  which,  for 
fize  and  beauty,  excelled  all  others  in  the  kingdom.  Johnf  dying  Auguft  i8x 
1 316,  was  fucceeded  by 

XLIV.  William  de  Chyryton,  or  Cheriton,  likewife  a  monk  of  this  Con- 
vent. He  was,  on  Quadragefima  Sunday,  confirmed  Abbot  by  John  XXII. 
In  his  time  William  Stow,  the  facrift  of  the  Convent,  built,  in  the  year  1319, 
the  new  fteeple  or  belfry.  He  prefided  twenty-eight  years,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 13,  7344. 

XLV.  William  de  Boys,  or  Boyce,  was,  in  the  enfuing  month  of  January, 

unanimoufly 

*  About  this  time,  and  probably  in  John  de  Broken  am  pton's  abbacy,  one  Richard  de  Evefham 
was  Abbot  of  Vale  Royal,  in  Chefhire.  He  was  called  fo,  I  prefume,  from  his  having  been  bom 
at  Evefham;  for  as  the  abbey  of  Vale  Royal  was  a  Ceftercian  foundation,  it  is  not  very  likely 
Richard  had  ever  been  a  monk  of  Evefham.  This  abbey  was  founded  by  Edward  I.  in  the  year 
j  277,  in  confequence  of  a  vow  he  had  made  when  prince  of  Wales,  during  a  ftorm  at  fea.  The 
abbey  at  firft  was  very  fmall,  and  Richard  was  the  laft  of  three  Abbots  who  governed  it  in  that 
ftate.  It  was  afterwards  much  enlarged,  and  beautiful  ruins  of  it  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  Dugdale  has 
copied  3  very  full  account  of  the  foundation  and  early  tranfaftions  of  this  monaftery  from  an  old 
regifter,  to  which  I  refer  the  reader  as  one  of  the  moft  curious  fpecimens  of  monkifh  hiftory  I  have 
yet  feen.  It  is  wild,  enthufiaftic,  and  full  of  miracles,  which  are  fometimes  pleafingly  related. 
Among  other  odd  and  unexpefted  ftrokes  is  the  following:  — "  Iftis,  et  aliis  fignis  claruit  vir 
Domini  Ricardus  5  qui  idcirco  dici  poteft  Ricardus,  id  eft  ridens  cams  et  dulcis."  [Dugdale's  Mon. 
vol.  2.  p.  928.] 

f  John  de  Brokehampton  is  faid  to  have  acquired  many  new  pofTeffions  for  the  Convent.  He 
obtained  of  the  king,  (for  the  confideration  of  two  hundred  pounds,)  that  the  prior  and  Convent 
lhould  have  the  cuftody  of  Evefham  Abbey  during  vacancies;  paying  for  their  privilege,  at  each 
time,  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds.  He  gave  the  king  one  thoufand  marks  for  the  ufes  of  war, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  marks  "  pro  medietate  bonorum  fuorum  in  uno  anno."  He  alfo  paid  to  the 
king  one  hundred  marks  for  fome  trefpaffes  committed  by  his  men  in  the  foreft  of  Feckenham. 
[Stevens's  Append,  p.  138.] 
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unanimoufly  eleded  their  next  Abbot.  On  the  Palm  Sunday  following  he  re- 
ceived his  confirmation  at  Avignon,  from  Clement  VI.  Returning  home,  he 
was  received  with  great  joy  and  reverence  by  his  Convent,  and  was  infralled 
at  Evefham  on  Whitfunday,  1345.  He  alfo  had  been  a  monk  of  this  houfe, 
and  was,  fays  Dugdale,  "  a  very  honourable,  affable,  pleafant  man,  and  a 
facetious  companion."  He  enriched  the  fociety  with  many  facerdotal  orna- 
ments, bells,  vefhnents,  and  other  necefiaries  :  improved  the  lands,  and  con- 
fequently  the  rents  of  the  Monaftery ;  and  obtained  leave  from  pope  Urban  V. 
that  his  fucceffors  might  be  confecrated  by  whatever  Englifh  bifhop  they  mould 
chufe.  He  died  June  13,  1367,  after  a  long  and  grievous  illnefs  ;  and  was, 
by  Lewes  bifhop  of  Hereford,  buried  in  the  body  of  Evefham  church,  under 
a  marble  flab  juft  before  St.  Egwin's  altar. 

XL VI.  John  de  Ombreflye,  or  Omberfley,  a  monk  of  Evefham,  fucceeded ; 
being  elected  to  the  abbacy  on  July  4,  in  the  fame  year.  By  virtue  of  the 
privilege  obtained  by  his  predeceffor,  he  was  confecrated  by  the  bifhop  of  Lin- 
coln at  Banbury,  in  the  following  month  of  Auguft ;  and  in  the  fame  month 
was  inftalled  at  Evefham.  Little  more  is  recorded  of  this  Abbot*  than  that 
he  prefided  about  twelve  years,  and  dying  Oclober  30,  1379,  was  buried  alfo 
in  the  Abbey  church. 

XLVII.  Roger  Zatton,f  a  monk  and  facrift  of  this  houfe,  fucceeded  with 
the  unanimous  confent  of  the  whole  fraternity.  He  was  elecled  Abbot  No- 
vember 20,  1379,  and  afterward  confecrated  at  London  by  the  bifhop  of 
Lincoln.  His  infrallation,  at  Evefham,  took  place  on  the  Chriftmas-eve  fol- 
lowing.   He  was  a  very  pious  and  worthy  man.  In  his  time  the  archbifhop:£ 

F  2  claimed 

*  He  is  however  faid  [Stevens's  Append,  p.  139.]  to  have  increafed  the  revenue  of  the  Con- 
vent very  confiderably.  —  Dr.  Nafh  alfo  obferves,  that  he  "  left  behind  him  the  chara&er  of  a 
refpe&able,  affable,  and  chearful  man."  —  Where  the  Doftor  obtained  thefe  minute  particulars  of 
his  behaviour  I  do  not  know,  unlefs  they  were  borrowed  from  what  Dugdale  fays  of  his  predeceffor. 
t  Called  Zitts  in  Stevens,  and  Zotton  in  Talbot's  MS. 
t  William  Courteney,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  This  Abbot  alfo  appointed  the  feaft  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  to  be  kept  as  one  of  the  principal  feftivals.  On  that  day  each  monk  was  to  have  one 
capon,  and  one  quart  of  wine  ;  the  prior  two  capons,  with  an  half  flagon  of  wine ;  and  the  Abbot 

three 
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claimed  a  right  of  vifiting  this  houfe,  which  this  Abbot  was  at  much  expence 
and  great  pains  to  oppofe.  He  put  an  end  likewife  to  a  difpute  that  had  long 
fubfifted  between  the  monks  of  this  houfe  and  the  earl  of  Warwick.  By  thefe 
means  he  contracled  fome  debts  on  his  own  account,  and  one  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty  pounds  on  account  of  the  Convent.  At  this  period  it  is  known 
the  number  of  monks  did  not  exceed  thirty-eight.  He  died  November  24, 
14 18,  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  V.  and  was  likewife  buried  in  Eveiham  church. 

XL VIII.  Richard  de  Bromfgrove,  infirmarer  of  this  Convent,  fucceeded 
him  on  the  6th  of  December  following.  He  was  confecrated,  in  his  own 
church  at  Bengworth,  by  the  bifhop  of  Bangor,  then  chancellor  of  Oxford, 
and  inftalled  on  the  enfuing  Chriftmas-day.  It  was  in  this  Abbot's  govern- 
ment that  a  lingular  event  happened,  which,  as  it  will  fhew  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  age,  then  probably  inflamed  by  the  long  abfence  of  the  king,  I  will 
infert  from  a  Latin  paper  in  Dr.  Nam's  Appendix  to  his  account  of  this 
Abbey. 

In  Trinity  term,  and  in  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  V.  that  king  being  frill 
in  Normandy,  Richard  Bremefgrouve,  the  then  Abbot  of  Eveiham,  in  perfon, 
exhibited  a  bill  before  the  council  at  Weftminfter,  heavily  complaining  againft 
Henry  Lench  de  Doredale  ;  and  (hewing  that  the  faid  Henry  Lench,  with  a 
ftrong  armed  band,  had  cut  down  trees  at  Ombrefley  belonging  to  the  afore  - 
faid  Abbot  to  the  value  of  an  hundred  {hillings  and  upwards,  and  entirely  car- 
ried them  off. — Had  entered  his  free  warren  there,  and  caught  and  taken  away 
many  hares,  rabbits,  partridges,  and  pheafants ;  and  had  fo  grievoufly  re- 
proached and  threatened  one  John  Brewer,  the  miller  of  the  Abbot  aforefaid, 
that  the  faid  John  Brewer,  his  men,  and  the  reft  of  the  tenants  there,  could  not 
go  about  their  ordinary  bufinefs  through  fear  for  their  lives.  —  That  he  had 
broken  the  mill  belonging  to  the  aforefaid  Abbot,  and,  with  an  hatchet,  had 
entirely  demolimed  the  great  wheel  of  the  faid  mill ;  had  pulled  up  the  flood- 
gates, 

three  capons,  and  a  whole  flagon.  He  alfo  incurred  a  debt  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  by 
fuftaining  a  fuit  at  law  againft  one  Thomas  Bredet,  knight,  and  Nicholas  his  fon,  which  at  length 
he  gained ;  but  after  great  expences  in  fending  over  meffengers  to  the  king  and  the  nobility,  who 
were  then  in  Normandy.    [Stevens's  Appen.  p.  139.] 
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gates,  and,  cutting  them  in  fmall  pieces,  [in parvh  peclbus]  had  thrown  them 
into  the  water. 

The  Abbot's  complaint  was  heard,  and  the  mifchievous  Henry  de  Doredale 
was,  by  order  of  the  council,  to  be  arretted  and  brought  before  them.  Re- 
ceiving however  timely  notice  of  their  defign,  Henry  took  care  to  convey 
himfelf  out  of  their  knowledge.  The  affair  was  afterwards  compromifed,  on 
the  arbitration  of  Philip  Morgan,  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  John  Beauchamp, 
lord  of  Bergevenny,  and  other  refpeclable  perfons.  Henry  de  Doredale  was 
completely  to  repair  the  mill  at  his  own  expence  ;  to  afk  the  Abbot's  pardon 
upon  his  knees,  in  which  pofture  he  fhould  continue  till  the  Abbot  raifed  him 
up  ;  and  laftly,  to  make  oath  that  he  would  not  ever  after  do,  or  procure  to 
be  done,  any  mifchief  or  damage  whatever  to  the  Abbot  or  his  tenants. 

A  letter  is  Mill  extant  which  was  written  on  this  occafion  by  Leyot,  the 
chancellor,  to  the  Abbot.  It  is  a  good  fpecimen  of  the  ftyle  and  extraordi- 
nary mode  of  fpelling  at  that  period,  and,  as  fuch,  may  deferve  perufal. 

Reverent  fader  and  lord, 

I  recomaunde  me  to  youre  goode  ant  bountenoufe  fadrehede 
yn  the  trewyfte  wife,  defiryng  ever  the  welfare  ant  the  felicite  of  youre  re- 
verent fadrehede  as  of  myfelf,  preying  you  lowly  that  my  homly  wrytyng  yn 
no  wyfe  difplefe  that  gentil  and  trewe  herte  that  God  has  fet  in  you.    For  as 
I  dar,  I  youre  trewe  lervant  by  my  trowth  while  I  lyve,  compleyne  me  that 
yee  lifte  not  lete  me  yn  the  noumbre  of  youre  other  fervants  be  privey  to 
fiche  matiers  as  my  povertnefTe  might  doo  any  maner  of  pleifir  to  youre  goode 
ant  bountenoufe  lordfhip.    For  be  my  trouthe  I  will  while  I  lyve  both  by 
lawful  menys  and  awful,  be  youre  trewe  man  to  the  utterance  of  my  powere 
agayns  alle  youre  adverfaries,  where  fome  ever  they  dwelle,  or  what  condicion 
that  thai  be  of;  outcepte  fiche  perfones  the  wiche  I  wel  not  yee  of  youre  wif- 
daim  wfl  not  offend  yn  no  wife.    Revent  fadre  and  lord,  I  come  out  of  the 
forefl  of  Dene,  the  whyche  is  my  lordes  lordfhip.  on  Monday  laft  to  Wor- 
cefter ;  ant  the  Wolafhull  ant  Wode  wyth  other  diverfe  gentilles  told  me 
muches  of  the  proceffe  of  the  mifrewle  of  Braces  fone  in  lawe  to  you  wart, 

ant 
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ant  howe  he  kepte  not  his  day,  and  fo  yee  were  vexed  in  voide  bycaufe  of 
hys  nonn  apperance  ;  the  whiche  is  little  joy  of  me  be  my  trouth.  Bute  myn 
owne  good  lord  then  hyth  wel  yn  youre  hert  that  yf  yee,  or  any  of  youre 
tenaunts,  or  the  lefte  child  toward  yow,  fuffre  eny  wrong  other  yn  body, 
good,  or  catell,  bote  yffe  it  be  fore  revenkyft  bothe  lawfully  and  awfully  as 
the  caufe  requirith,  blame  youre  felfe  ant  no  man  elles.  For,  bleft  mot  God 
be  of  his  mercy,  ye  be  as  well  endofid  with  lordfhips  ant  frenlihode,  ant  fer- 
vice  of  other  pore  men,  as  any  lord  of  youre  eftate  in  this  reme.  Ant  for 
the  effedual  execucion  of  this  matier,  for  Gode's  love  I  youre  fervaunt  as  I 
dar  require  you  that  yee  fpare  not  nothur  the  labour  of  my  perfone  ant  of 
alle  my  frendes  ant  the  expences  of  my  goods :  preying  yow  of  youre  good 
ant  faitfull  lordfhip  that  yee  lift  by  the  berer  of  this  yn  this  matier  com- 
maunde  me  youre  will  with  alle  youre  othur  pleifirs.  Ant  yn  the  accom- 
plifement  of  theym  I  fhall  be  no  gret  fleper  by  my  trouthe.  Ant  I  bifcche 
Almighty  God  of  his  endlefs  mercy  give  you  evir  as  wel  to  fare  as  ever  farde 
Criftene  creature.  Wryten  in  youre  awyn  houfe  at  Hinptone,  yn  the  whiche 
I  trift  yn  God  haftely  to  fe  yow,  the  17  day  of  June. 

Youre  trewe  fervaunt  by  my  trouthe, 

Richard  Leyot. 

Richard  de  Bromefgrove*  prefided  feventeen  years,  and  dying  May  10, 

1435,  was  buried  m  St.  Mary's  chapel,  near  the  fteps  afcending  to  the  altar. 

XLIX.  John  Wickwan,t  or  Wickwane,  before  prior,  fucceeded  ;  of 
whom  nothing  memorable  is  told,  but  that  he  was  elecled  Abbot  in  January, 

1436,  and  on  the  following  St.  Thomas's  day  was  confecrated  by  the  bifhop 
of  Bath,  at  Dangerfwold.    After  a  long  abbacy  and  much  infirmity,  he  died 

in 

*  Some  farther  regulations  relative  to  the  good  fare  of  the  monks  were  made  by  Richard  de 
Bromfgrove.  He  ordained  that  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  each  monk,  whether  prefent  or  abfent, 
mould  be  allowed  twenty  pence,  one  capon,  and  one  quart  of  wine  ; — the  prior  three  (hillings  and 
four  pence,  two  capons,  and  two  quarts  of  wine. — The  Abbot's  fare  we  may  guefs  at  by  the  former 
regulation.    [Stevens's  Append,  p.  139.] 

t  Called  Sir  John  Wickwan  in  Talbot's  MS. 
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in  the  year  1460.  He  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's  chapel,  before  the  image  of 
St.  Katharine.*    To  him  fucceeded 

L.  Richard  Pembroke,  S.  T.  P.  or  profeffor  of  divinity  ;  who  was  elected 
March  3,  1460  ;  confecrated  by  the  biihop  of  Hereford  ;  and  died  March  7, 
1467  :  the  feventh  year  of  Edward  IV. 

LI.  Richard  Hawkfbury,  before  prior,  now  was  elected  Abbot,  and  after 
confecration  by  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  was  installed  at  Evefham  on  Augult  6, 
1467.  One  circumftance  rather  memorable  is  by  fome  authors  related  of  this 
Abbot :  —  that  he  flood  godfather  to  Richard,  fon  of  George,  duke  of  Cla- 
rence, born  in  the  Monaftery  at  Tewkefbury,  in  the  year  1476.  But  "  this," 
fays  Stevens,  "  I  cannot  but  believe  to  be  a  miftake."f  He  gives  however 
no  reafons  for  his  incredulity.  What  is  more  certain  is,  that  about  this  time 
the  Monaftery  was  almoft  overwhelmed  by  the  number  of  noble  vifitants  it 
entertained,  and  who  feemed  to  quarter  themfelves  upon  the  poor  monks 
with  little  ceremony.  In  unquiet  times  thefe  houfes  were,  in  fact,  the  beft 
and  fafeit  of  inns.  A  debt  of  one  thoufand  marks  was  incurred  by  the  Con- 
vent in  providing  for  their  reception.  This  Abbot  prefided  ten  years,  and 
died  April  6,  1477  :  the  feventeenth  year  of  Edward  IV. 

LII.  William  Upton,  a  monk  of  Evefham,  and  prior  of  Alcefter,  was 
next  elected,  on  April  18  ;  was  confecrated  by  the  biihop  of  Beriton,  in  the 
chapel  of  the  rectory  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  in  London,  on  May  6  ;  and  in- 
ftalled  on  the  10th  following.  He  prefided  only  five  years  :  but  notwithstand- 
ing found  means,  in  that  time,  to  pay  off  the  debt  of  a  thoufand  marks  con- 
tracted by  his  predecefTor.  Dying  on  the  i  ith  of  Auguft,  1483,  he  was  bu- 
ried in  the  Abbey  church,  between  the  baptiftery  and  the  altar.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded by 

UH.  John 

*  Wickwane  increafed  the  Abbey  rents  to  the  additional  yearly  value  of  nine  pounds  eleven 
(hillings.  He  alfo  ordered  the  celebration  of  the  Epiphany  in  a  much  more  folemn  manner  than 
it  had  hitherto  been  kept.    [Stevens's  Append.] 

t  Supplement,  vol.  1*  p.  460. 
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LIU.  John  Norton,  prior  of  the  cloifter,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1483: 
the  firft  year  of  Richard  III.  This  Abbot  firft  inftituted  the  feaft  of  the  vifi- 
tation  of  St.  Mary  to  be  yearly  celebrated.  He  alfo  ordered  that,  on  the 
day  of  his  own  anniverfary,  each  brother  fhould  have  twenty  pence ;  and 
among  them  one  deer,  from  the  deer-park  at  Offenham,  which  he  enlarged 
for  that  purpofe.  He  alfo  (a  comfortable  confideration !)  laid  in  a  freih 
ftock  of  wine  for  the  Abbot's  cellar.  On  the  vigil  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Mary 
which  he  had  appointed,  he,  (as  he  earneftly  denred,*)  finifhed  his  life,  in 
the  year  1 49  r .  He  was  buried  juft  before  the  afcent  of  the  fteps  to  the  altar 
of  Jefus. 

LIV.  Thomas  Newbold,  cellarer  of  the  Convent,  was  then  elecled  Abbot, 
on  July  18,  1 49 1  :  the  feventh  year  of  Henry  VII.  He  was  confecrated  by 
the  bifhop  of  Hereford,  and  inftalled  on  September  10  enfuing.  After  pre- 
fiding  above  two  and  twenty  years,  he  died  a  fudden  death  on  the  night  of 
the  6th  of  December,  15 13,  and  was  buried  in  the  church,  at  the  head  of 
his  predecefforVgrave. 

LV.  Clement  Lichfield,  f  before  prior,  and  a  man  who  cannot  be  men- 
tioned without  emotions  of  pity  and  reverence,  was  made  Abbot  of  Evefham 
on  December  28,  1513.  He  received  confecration,  by  the  bifhop  of  Afcalon, 
at  his  own  manor-houfe  at  Offenham.  Both  the  learning  and  virtues  of  this 
man  were  admirable.  He  was  a  munificent  patron  to  his  Convent,  and  laid 
out  much  money  in  repairing  old  buildings  and  ereding  new  ones.  He 
adorned  the  choir  with  much  elegance  and  fplendor ;  built  a  very  handfome 
tower  in  the  cemitary;  (which  ftill  remains  entire,  and  of  which  a  defcrip- 
tion  will  hereafter  be  given;)  and  added  two  chapels  of  extraordinary  beau- 
ty, one  to  St.  Lawrence's  church,  and  the  other  to  the  church  of  All  Saints. 
—  Many  heavy  pecuniary  burdens  were  laid  on  him  by  Henry  and  his 
minifters ;  in  purfuance  probably  of  the  plan,  about  this  time  adopted,  of 
oppreffmg  thefe  foundations  in  every  poffible  manner.  He  paid  one  hundred 

and 

*  Talbot's  MS. 

f  Tichfield,  in  Stevens ;  but  this  is  probably  a  blunder  of  the  prefs. 
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and  fixty  pounds  to  the  king  as  ufual  for  a  free  eleclion ;  one  hundred  pounds 
to  Wolfey,  who  demanded  this  fum  without  afligning  any  reafon.  He  lent 
five  hundred  marks  to  the  king,  which,  not  being  repaid  to  him,  he  wifely 
converted  into  a  gift.  He  paid  fifty  marks  to  the  king  for  fifths  ;  the  fame 
fum  for  a  premunire  ;  fifty  pounds  to  Wolfey  for  his  vifitation,  with  which  he 
doubtlefs  would  willingly  have  difpenfed ;  twenty  pounds  to  Wolfey,  at  ano- 
ther time,  for  his  protection ;  befides  feveral  fees  to  the  fervants  of  the  king 
and  the  cardinal.  One  whole  year  he  was  compelled  to  maintain  twenty-four  of 
the  king's  fervants  daily  at  his  table,  and  to  provide  fuftenance  for  their  horfes. 
He  continued  Abbot  till  near  the  diffolution  ;  and  then,  not  chufing  to  fur- 
render  his  Abbey  to  the  king,  was,  by  the  vile  arts  and  low  devices  of  Crom- 
well, obliged  to  refign  his  paftoral  office  to 

LVI.  Philip  Hawford,*  alias  Ballard,  a  young  monk  of  Evefham  ;  who 
was,  in  the  year  1539,  created  Abbot  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  furrendering 
the  Abbey.  This  he  did  on  November  17,  in  the  fame  year.  —  The  grief 
and  indignation  of  poor  Lichfield,  who  furvived  this  cataftrophe  but  a  fhort 
time,  may  eafily  be  imagined.  It  may,  without  exaggeration,  be  fuppofed 
to  have  broken  his  heart.  He  died  at,  or  near  Evefham,  and  was  buried  at 
the  entrance  into  his  own  chapel,  in  the  church  of  All  Saints ;  where  there 
is  Mill  to  be  feen  a  large  blue  flab  which  protected  his  remains,  but  of  which 
the  infcription  is  now  entirely  defaced.  The  following  was  put  up,  in  his 
life-time,  in  a  window  of  the  fame  church. 

Orate  pro  anirm  dementis  Lychfeld  facerdotis :  cujus  tempore  Tunis  Evejhamice 
(Edificata  ejl. 

This  infcription  alfo  has  long  fince  difappeared,  with  the  reft  of  the 
painted  glafs. 

The  Abbey  church,  where  doubtlefs  he  would  otherwife  have  been  in- 

G  terred, 

*  I  have,  at  this  time,  in  my  pofleflion  an  indenture  made  between  this  Hawford,  when  Abbot, 
and  one  John  Aldington,  of  Middle-Littleton.  The  feal  to  it  is  of  dark  brown  wax,  very  hard, 
and  is  almoft  entire. 
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terred,  being  too  large  for  parochial  ufe,  was  demolifhed  immediately  on  the 
furrender.  This  and  the  whole  fite  of  the  Abbey  was,  by  Henry,  granted 
to  Sir  Philip  Hobby,  who  loft  no  time  in  fecuring  the  profits  of  his  bargain. 
The  tower  alone  was  faved  at  the  intercellion  of  the  townfmen,  who,  it  is 
not  unlikely,  had  contributed  liberally  toward  its  erection.  It  was  purchafed, 
for  their  own  ufes,  at  the  time  when  all  the  other  (lately  buildings  fell  under 
the  axe  and  the  hammer.  As  for  the  fcoundrel  Hawford*  he  was,  for  his 
dirty  fervices,  rewarded  with  a  penfion  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per 
annum  ;  and  afterward,  (in  the  year  1553,)  with  the  deanery  of  Worcefter: 
probably  in  lieu  of  the  penfion.    He  alfo  died  in  the  year  1 557-1* 

Thefe  anecdotes  of  a  few  obfcure  and  fequeftered  monks,  though  ex- 
tracted with  fome  labour  from  various  writers,  will,  I  doubt  not,  appear  fuf- 
ficiently  dry  and  uninterefting  to  many  readers.  A  catalogue  of  fuch  ufelefs, 
and,  in  general,  flothful  beings,  will  not  certainly  much  interelt  an  age  that 
boafts  of  fo  much  fuperior  information  and  activity.  But  it  is  the  world,  in 
miniature.  Materials  are  not,  it  is  true,  in  the  prefent  cafe  fo  far  indulged 
us  as  to  prefent  them  to  the  public  eye  in  this  extended  view ;  but  there  is 
good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  if  all  the  intrigues  of  our  conventual  conclave, — 
all  their  differences,  feceffions,  parties,  and  plottings,  could  be  at  this  time 
fully  and  faithfully  related,  the  narration  of  them  would  compofe  as  intereft- 
ing  and  ufeful  a  work  as  any  portion  of  hiftory  now  extant. 

Among  thefe  Abbots  the  fate  of  poor  Lichfield  muft  appear  truly  pitiable 
to  every  reader.    After  having  many  years  enjoyed  his  dignity  in  peace  and 
affluence; — after  having  endowed  his  Monafteiy  with  many  elegant  orna- 
ments 

*  "  We  fee  here,"  fays  the  honeft  and  plain-fpeaking  Stevens,  "  that  men  of  confcience  and 
courage  were,  by  the  vileft  arts,  removed  from  their  Abbies ;  and  fuch  wretches  as  this  Hawford, 
or  Ballard,  put  into  their  places,  that  they,  induced  by  large  penfions  and  liberty  to  live  lewdly, 
might  bafely  furrender  up  their  Monafteries."  To  which  he  might  have  added,  —  and  make  it 
feem  a  meritorious  action  for  the  king  to  feize  their  polfeffions. 

t  The  exaft  number  of  monks  at  the  dilfolution  is  not  known.  But  we  find  that  in  the  year 
*553»  (the  firft  of  Mary,)  there  were  twenty-four  of  them  to  be  provided  for;  among  whom  was 
J.  Feckenham,  dean  of  St,  Paul's,  ten  pounds.    [Dr.  Nafh,  vol.  t.  p.  401.] 
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ments  and  ufeful  additions ;' — to  live  to  fee  the  total  demolition  of  all  was 
more  than  human  philofophy  can  commonly  bear.  From  long  refidence  and 
habitual  veneration,  every  ftep  and  angle  of  his  Convent  muft  have  been  to 
him  an  objec~t  of  attachment,  love,  and  profound  regret.  The  tombs  of  his 
venerable  pfedecelTors,  and  of  the  fainted  founder  himfelf,  diflodged  from  their 
ftations,  and  thrown  undiftinguifhed  into  heaps  of  rubbifh,  was  a  fpeclacle 
that  muft  have  excited  the  moft  painful  fenfations  in  every  good  Catholic, 
and  which  few  honeft  and  candid  Proteftants  would,  I  hope,  blufh  to  admit. 

That  the  vileft  arts  were  employed  to  make  this  worthy  man  weary  of  his 
refidence,  and  even  of  his  exiftence,  we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt ;  as  the 
paltry  devices  of  Henry  and  his  minifters*  are  now  well  known.  Neither  is 
it  probable,  as  Lichfield's  honour  and  confcience  were  fuperior  to  compro- 
mise, and  he  was  not  moreover  the  immediate  refigner,  that  any  fupport  was 
allowed  him.  Poverty  therefore  muft  have  been  ruthlefsly  added  to  the  many 
heavy  calamities  that  embittered  his  old  age. 

When  on  any  occafion  reformation  is  really  wanted,  it  muft,  I  fuppofe, 
always  be  the  general  fenfe  that  it  is  fo.  That  it  was  in  fome  degree  requi- 
fite  here,  no  one  can  doubt ;  nor  can  we,  from  the  teftimony  of  hiftory, 
hefitate  to  fay  that  the  general  voice  was  for  it.  To  endeavour  therefore  to 
heighten  the  odium  againft  the  monaftics  by  grofs  mifreprefentation,  or  to 
render  them  uneafy  in  their  ftation  by  every  low  contrivance,  feems  to  have 
been  a  very  injudicious  and  hateful  policy.  Injudicious  becaufe  certainly  not 
the  beft  or  neareft  way  of  arriving  at  the  propofed  end :  — and  hateful  on  ac- 
count of  the  means  employed.    But  it  was  (what  we  ought  ftill  more  to  depre- 

G2  cate,) 

*  The  merit  of  thefe  was  certainly  due  to  Cromwell.  Henry  himfelf  was  too  fincere  and  fearlefs 
a  tyrant  to  invent  or  defcend  to  pra6tife  fuch  devices.  The  other  was  a  fly,  dark,  and  defgning, 
yet,  I  believe,  to  his  mafter  faithful  and  zealous,  charafter.  The  flratagems  ufed  at  Godftowe 
were  notorious,  even  at  the  time.  The  abbefs  of  that  nunneiy  had  an  infamous  fellow  of  the  name 
of  Dr.  London  (afterwards  pilloried)  quartered  upon  her,  to  feduce  her  nuns  from  their  obedience, 
and  make  her  houfe  intolerable  to  her.  The  poor  woman,  in  a  tranfport  of  grief  and  vexation, 
wrote  a  very  pathetic  letter  to  the  king,  which  Stevens  has  preferved  in  his  Appendix  to  Dugdale. 
[Vol.  1.  p.  537.] 
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cate,)  a  mod  deftruclive  precedent,  which  may  hereafter  be  farther  perverted 
to  difunite  the  bonds  of  general  fociety. 

"  The  objecl  of  thefe  reformers  however  was  good."  This  in  the  prefent 
cafe  muft,  I  believe,  be  granted.  Yet  to  obtain  this  good,  every  evil  means 
was  purfued  ;  —  and  there  cannot  be  found  a  maxim  more  pernicious  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind,  than  that  the  end  will  jujlijy  the  means  employed  to  gain  it. 
Concerning  the  former,  we  are  liable  to  be  wretchedly  miftaken: — the  latter 
are  often  ufelefsly  employed,  and  thus  become  mere  mifchief  for  its  own  fake* 
In  fhort,  —  the  queftion  put  by  St.  Paul,  whom  thofe  who  may  happen  to 
have  read  him  will  frill  allow  to  have  been  no  common  reafoner, — "  (hall  we 
do  evil  that  good  may  enfue?"  —  may  fafely  and  univerfally  be  anfwered  as 
he  has  anfwered  it,  —  "  No,  God  forbid." 

*  Madame  de  Sillery  Brulart  (the  ci-devant  countefs  de  Genlis)  has,  in  a  late  work,  an  excel- 
lent paffage  on  this  topic.  She  however  applies  it  to  the  condu6l  of  the  late  unhappy  king  of 
France,  which  fhe  fuppofes  was  infincere  and  fallacious ;  but  furely  it  may  be  turned  with  much 
greater  force  and  effect  againft  a  party  whofe  conduct  has  ever  been  a  tiffue  of  fraud,  perjury, 
cruelty,  and  deception.  "  If,"  fays  (he,  "  we  fuppofe  it  allowable  to  commit  a  crime  from  the  hope 
or  even  with  the  certainty,  of  effecting  a  good,  we  overturn  all  the  fupport  of  morality;  we  fubfti- 
tute  arbitrary  inventions  for  eternal  principles ;  circumftances  alone  will  determine  the  merit  or 
the  infamy  of  aftions ;  and  impojlure,  revenge,  and  ferocity  will  often  impudently  claim  the  recom- 
pence  of  virtue."    [Lelibns  of  a  Governeis  to  her  Pupils.] 
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CHAP.  III. 

REVENUE  AND  ENDOWMENT  OF  EVESHAM  ABBEY— VALUE  SOON 
AFTER  THE  CONQUEST  AND  AT  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 

MONASTERIES. 


IN  the  attempt  to  inveftigate  the  Revenue  of  a  foundation  fo  long  fince 
diffolved,  fome  degree  of  intricacy  and  confufion  will  probably  be  ex- 
pecled  by  the  reader;  nor  will  he  fuffer  any  confiderable  difappointment. 
Little  more,  in  fact,  can  now  be  done  than  to  detail,  from  charters  and 
various  other  fources,  the  feparate  fragments  of  Revenue,  and  afterwards 
to  put  them  together  in  the  cleareft  and  moft  luminous  method  we  are  able. 

With  the  extent  of  the  original  Endowment,  and  with  the  names  of  thofe 
villages  that  it  comprehended,  the  reader  has  already  been  made  acquainted. 
Domefday  record  will  be  our  next,  and  moft  authentic  intelligencer.  From 
that  minute  and  exteniive  furvey,  we  fhall  inform  ourfelves  what  new  poflef- 
fions  this  Abbey  had  acquired,  in  a  courfe  of  almoft  four  hundred  years  ;  as 
well  as  of  the  exacl:  value,  at  that  period,  of  all  its  acquifitions.  It  will, 
moreover,  ferve  as  a  kind  of  text-book  on  which  many  notes  and  obferva- 
tions,  and  to  which  many  additions  will  afterwards  be  made.  For  the  fake 
of  the  Englifh  reader  a  tranflation  of  that  part  which  relates  to  Evefham  will 
be  given  ;  to  which  as  the  genuine  antiquary  will  attribute  fome  difficulty,  he 
will,  of  courfe,  (hew  proportionable  indulgence.  But  firft,  it  may  be  proper 
to  notice  a  fhort  lift  of  benefactors  to  this  Monaftery,  preferved  by  Dugdale,* 
moft  of  whofe  donations  took  place  prior  to  the  conqueft. 

I.  King 

*  Ex  Regiftro  quodam  Abbathiac?  de  Evefiiam,  per  Rob.  Glover,  Somerfet  Heraldum,  defumpta. 
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L  King  Ethelred,  fon  of  Penda  king  of  the  Mercians,  was  (as  we  have 
already  feen,)  the  firft  and  principal  benefaclor  ;  as  he  furnifhed  Egwin  with 
the  fpot  of  ground  called  Ethomme,  or  Haum,  on  which  the  Abbey  was  built. 
This  was  acquired  as  far  back  as  the  year  701.  The  fame  king  gave  after- 
wards the  caftle  of  Chadbury,  and  the  ancient  monaftery  of  Stratford;  for 
which  Egwin,  in  the  year  703,  exchanged  that  of  Fladbury.  This  king,  about 
the  year  705,  refigned  his  crown  and  became  a  monk  of  Bardney :  at  which 
place  he  was  buried.  He  reigned  thirty  years  over  Mercia,  and  lived  thirteen 
more  after  taking  the  vow. 

II.  Offa,  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  fon  of  Sighere,  king  of  the  fame  people, 
in  the  year  703,  gave  Offenham: — a  place  which,  to  this  day,  bears  his  name. 
He  afterwards,  by  the  advice  of  Kenefwith,  daughter  of  Penda  and  fifter  to 
Ethelred,  a  lady  whom  he  wifhed  to  efpoufe,  but  certainly  took  an  odd  me- 
thod of  doing  fo,  went  to  Rome  with  Kenred  and  Egwin,  where  he  became  a 
monk  and  died  in  710.  This  place  is  noticed  in  Domelday,  and  the  value  dif- 
tinclly  pointed  out. 

III.  Ethelward,  or  Aylward,  under-governor  of  the  Wtccians,  gave  to  this 
Convent  Ombrejley,  in  the  year  706.  This  acquifition  is  alfo  noticed,  and  its 
exad  value  fettled  in  Domefday  record. 

IV.  Aylric,  fon  of  Ofkere,*  king,  gave  Childes-Wykwane,  in  the  fame  year, 
[f  this  is  the  fame  place  with  that  called  Wiquene  in  the  above  regifter,  (which 
there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,)  particulars  concerning  this  eftate  likewife 
may  there  be  found. 

V.  Kenred,  king  of  the  Mercians,  fon  of  Wolf  ere,  gave  Hampton,  (&c.) 
in  708.    For  this  alfo  Domefday  may  be  confulted. 

VI.  Ceolred, 

*  There  is  in  this  lift  the  fame  confufion  and  variety  of  fpelling  in  the  names  of  perfons  that  fo 
perplexes  every  other  p3rt  of  early  hiftory.  I  follow  Dugdale  clofely  in  thofe  names,  for  evident 
reafons.  But  this  OJhertts,  or  OJJiere,  feems  to  have  been  governor  or  earl  of  Worceflerfliire,  rather 
than  king.  He  is  by  Dugdale  in  another  work  called  Ofric,  earl  of  Worcefterfhire.  [Dugdale's 
Baron,  vol.  1.  p.  2.] 
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VI.  Ceolred,  king  of  the  Mercians,  the  fon  of  Ethelred,  the  original  bene- 
factor, (but  not,  it  feems,  by  his  queen  OJlritha,)  gave  Ragley,  (kc)  in  the 
year  711.  —  This  place  is  not  fpecified  as  a  part  of  the  Evejliam  poffeflions  in 
the  furvey,  which,  in  this  place,  feems  to  break  off  abruptly. 

VII.  Ethclbald,  king  of  the  Mercians,  (called  otherwife  Ethelhard,)  the  fon 
of  Alwy,  or  Elfwy,  and  the  coufin  of  Ceolred,  gave  HaEtone,  in  716. — There 
is  no  mention  of  this  among  the  poffeffions  of  this  foundation  in  Domefday, 
nor  of  the  following  donation. 

VIII.  Offa,  fon  of  Tunfrith,  king  of  the  Mercians,  gave  Dunnyngton,  (kc) 
in  757- 

IX.  Beortolph,  king  of  Mercia,  gave  Pebwortham,  in  774.  If  this  is  the 
fame  with  Penwortham,*  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Domefday,  Peneverdant,  it  had, 
before  the  conqueil,  reverted  to  the  king. 

X.  Ufa,  earl  of  Warwick,  gave  Wltlakesjord  and  Little  Grafton,  in  the 

year 

*  This  place,  whether  the  fame  with  Penwortham  or  not,  had,  before  the  conqueft,  been  alienated 
from  the  Convent.  There  are  feveral  fo  curious  particulars  recorded  of  Penwortham  and  Leyland  in 
Domefday,  that,  though  not  ftricUy  confonant  to  my  plan,  I  will  copy  them  for  the  fake  of  the 
curious  reader. 

"  Rex  E.  tenuit  Lailand.  lbi  1.  hida,  In  Lailand  Hund.  et  2.  carucatae  terras.  Silva  2.  leuv. 
longa,  et  1  lata,  et  aira  Accipitrum.  Ad  hoc  manerium  pertinebant  12.  carucatae  terras,  quas  te- 
nebant  12.  homines  liberi  pro  totidem  maneriis.  In  his  6.  hidas,  et  8.  carucatas  terrae.  Siiva  ibi 
6.  leuv.  longa,  et  1.  quarent.  lata.  Homines  hujus  Manerii  et  de  Salford  non  operabant  per  con- 
fuetudinem  ad  aulam  regis,  neque  metebant  in  Augufto.  Tantummodo  unam  haiam  in  filva  fa- 
ciebant,  et  habebant  fanguinis  forisfafturam,  et  foeminas  paffae  violentiam.  De  aliis  confuetudini- 
bus  aliorum  Maneriorum  erant  confortes.  Totum  Manerium  Lailand  cum  Hund.  reddebat  de  firma 
regi  19.  libras,  et  18.  folidos,  et  2.  denarios." 

"  Rex  E.  tenuit  Peneverdant.  Ibi  2.  carucatae  terrae,  et  reddebant  10.  denar.  Modo  eft  ibi  caf- 
tellum,  et  2.  carucatae  funt  in  domino,  et  6.  burgenfes,  et  3.  radmans,  et  8.  villani,  et  4.  bovarii. 
Inter  omnes  habent  4.  car.  Ibi  dimid.  pifcaria.  Silva  et  airae  accipitrum  ficut  T.  R.  E.  Valet 
3.  libr."  • 
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year  073,  and  during  the  reign  of  king  Edgar.  — The  former  of  thefe  places 
is,  in  Domefday,  called  Witelavesford,  and  many  particulars  are  given  of  it. 

XI.  Ethelred,  king  of  England,  the  brother  of  St.  Edward  the  Martyr, 
gave  one  manfe  or  farm  in  Stow,  [Stowya,~\  near  Malgarejbury,  in  the  year 
987. — This  donation  is  probably  comprehended  in  Domefday  within  the  ar- 
ticle Malgarejberice. 

XII.  Canute,  king  of  all  England,  gave,  in  the  year  1018,  the  lordfhip  of 
Badby  and  Newnham. — This  had,  it  is  likely,  pafied  into  other  hands,  or  been 
exchanged  for  other  poffeffions,  before  the  furvey  was  taken  ;  though,  in 
later  time,  we  again  find  it  among  the  undoubted  acquirements  of  this  Abbey. 

The  donations  that  follow  feem,  from  the  comparatively  modern  names  of 
the  donors,  to  have  been  made  after  the  conqueft,  but  are  inferted  here  not 
to  leave  the  lift  incomplete. 

Warln  Bujhell  gave  the  church  of  Penwortham;  with  the  tythes,  &c. 

Richard  Bujhell,  his  fon,  gave  the  church  at  Leylond,  Sec. 

Albert  Bujhell,  fon  of  Richard,  gave  various  lands  in  Longeton,  Eke/ion, 
Lelande,  and  Meoles. 

Robert  Bujhell  gave  various  eftates  at  Penwortham . 

Galfrid  Bujhell,  his  fon,  gave  divers  eftates  in  Longetone*  * 

For  other  donations  before  the  conqueft,  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  charters, 
and  titles  of  charters,  colleded  in  the  Appendix.  Many  of  thefe  had  certainly 

been 

*  There  is  a  long  lift  of  inferior  benefa&ors,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven, 
but  without  their  donations  fpecified,  to  be  found  in  Stevens.  [Append,  p.  145.]  It  was  drawn 
up  in  the  years  1444,  and  1450,  by  Thomas  Wynchecombe,  precentor  to  this  Monaftery. 
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been  loft  or  exchanged,  as  was  the  cafe  of  Badby  and  Newham,  or  Newnham, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  before  that  period.  This  we  find  however,  from  fub- 
fequent  records,  was  afterwards  recovered  to  the  Monaftery.  But  mention 
is  made  in  thefe  of  fome  other  pofleffions,  and  among  them  of  five  manfes  or 
farms  granted  by  Edwy,  in  the  IJle  of  Wight,  which  feem  to  have  been  fpeedily 
and  irrecoverably  loft. 


Tranflation  of  that  part  of  Domefday-Book  which 
refpefts  Evejkam  Abbey,   [p.  175.] 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


IN  Evefham,*  where  the  Abbey  is  fituated,  there  are,  and  always  were, 
three  hides  of  free  land. 

H  There 

*  By  the  kind  afliftance  of  Mr.  Ayfcough,  librarian  to  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  I  am  enabled  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  chief  tenants  at  the  places  here  mentioned.  Thefe  notices  are  copied 
from  Vefpafian  B.  XXIV.  among  the  Cotton  MSS.  They  feem  to  have  been  written  about  the  time 
of  Abbot  Randulf:  —  of  courfe  between  the  years  12 13,  and  1 229.  The  lift  of  the  Evefham  tenants 
occupies  nine  folio  pages  of  the  MS.  and  is  therefore  too  long  for  infertion ;  but  the  names  and 
tenures  of  thefe  tenants  at  other  places  will  frequently  accompany  the  furvey. — The  method 
ufually  obferved  in  the  MS.  is  to  give,  firft  the  charters  belonging  to  each  place ;  then  the  boun- 
daries in  Saxon ;  and  laftly  the  names  of  tenants  with  their  different  tenures.  Though  this  plan 
fometimes  feems  to  have  been  negle&ed,  and  a  jumble  of  different  places  introduced  under  the 
fame  head,  it  has  neverthelefs  been  thought  proper  in  thefe  extracts  clofely  to  follow  the  MS.  in 
order  to  prevent  much  uncertainty,  and  probably  fome  miftakes,  in  attempting  now  to  identify 
the  names  of  places. 
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There  are  in  the  demefne  three  carucates*  of  land,  and  twenty-feven 
bordarers  doing  fervice  to  the  Abbey-court ;  and  thefe  have,  among  them, 
four  car.  There  is  alfo  a  mill,  value  thirty  (hillings  ;  and  twenty  acres  of 
meadow  land.  The  tax,  arinng  from  inhabitants  there,  is  twenty  (hillings. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edward  this  eftate  was  worth  (ixty  (hillings ;  afterwards 
four  pounds ;  and  at  this  time  one  hundred  and  ten  (hillings. 

In  Fijfejberge  hundred,  the  church  of  Evejkam  po(TefTest  iixty-five  hides 
of  land.  Of  thefe  hides  twelve  are  free.  In  that  hundred  lie  twenty  hides 
of  Doddentreu,  and  fifteen  of  Wirece/lre  *****,  They  complete  the 
hundred.  J 

This  Abbey  pofTeffes  Lenchwic^. — There  is  one  hide  which  is  free  land  and 

always 

*  The  precife  diftinttion  between  a  hide  and  a  carucate  of  land  is,  I  believe,  ftill  undetermined; 
— "  adhuc  fub  judice."  —  I  will  therefore  offer  no  remarks  myfelf.  Concerning  the  bordarii,  or 
bordarers,  there  is  likewife  ftill  fome  obfeurity.  I  apprehend  them  to  have  been  cottagers  under 
obligation  to  furnifh  eggs,  poultry,  and  other  little  articles  of  the  fame  kind,  for  the  lord's  table. 
The  villani,  or  villans,  were,  I  fuppofe,  tenants  of  a  higher  rank. 

+  In  the  original  tenet  or  holds ;  as  all  land  was  then  fuppofed  to  be  held  of  the  king.  But  the 
difference  of  times  would  make  this  phrafe  feem  applicable  only  to  tenants.  It  is  therefore  altered 
to  the' word  has,  or  pojfejfes. 

%  In  hundredo  de  Filleberga,  [idem  plane  cum  Fijfejberge,]  in  Lxv.  hidis  habet  ecclefia  de 
Evejham  tales  libertates  quod  neque  Vicecomes,  nec  aliqua  potens  perfona,  poft  Regem,  poteft  ibi 
aliquam  violentiam  facere;  nec  aliquid  percipere  nec  accipere,  nifi  per  Abbatem  illius  loci.  Habet 
etiam  prefata  ecclefia  pleniter  fuam  facam  et  focam,  tol  et  theam,  et  quod  nullus  Abbas  de  illis  tern's 
facere  poteft  teinland,  neque  poteft  dare  in  hereditatem  alicui,  nifi  in  die  vitse  fuae,  et  poftea  rever- 
tatur  ad  hoc  quod  alius  Abbas  fecundum  domum  voluerit.  Et  quod  nullus  Abbus  poteft  dare  de- 
cimam  neque  chircfed  alicui  homini,  neque  aliquis  homo  poteft  retinere :  quia  omnes  illae  terrae  de 
illis  Lxv.  hidis  fuerunt  datae  et  fanftificatae  ad  opus  ecclefiae,  et  ad  opus  fervorum  Dei.  [Cotton. 
MS.  Vefp.  B.  xxiv.J 

§  In  Lenewic  quinque  funt  virgae  Bovariorum  :  unaquaque  dedet  invenire  ij.  homines  ad  carr. 
per  totum  annum,  et  ad  Widoc  iiij.  homines  in  ebdomada,  et  ad  fenum  colligendum  quoufque 
collegium  fuerit,  et  in  autumno  v.  dies  in  ebdomada ;  et  debent  portare  farruginem  a  fefto  S.  Mi- 
chaelis  ufque  ad  feftum  S.  Martini. 


Bercharius 
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always  has  been  fo,  and  in  Nortune*  there  are  feven  hides.  In  the  demefne 
are  five  carucates,  and  thirteen  villans,  and  eleven  bordarers,  and  one  Nor- 
man. Among  them  all  they  have  eleven  car. — There  are  alfo  ten  fervants, 
and  two  mills,  value  twenty-two  millings  and  fix-pence,  and  which  furnifh 

H  2  two 

Bercharius  tenet  v.  acras  pro  cuftodia  ovium,  et  quietus  eft  ab  omni  fervicio. 

Porcarius  tenet  vj.  acras,  et  eft  quietus  ab  omni  fervitio  fi  porcos  habuit,  et  fi  non. 

Quinque  funt  Cotlandiae,  et  unaquaque  debet  operari  in  ebdomada  per  ij.  dies,  et  in  autumno 
ufque  ad  Feftum  S.  Martini  per  iij.  et  auxilium  et  toln.  et  pafn.  non  chirfet ;  et  tota  decima  in 
blado,  in  lino,  et  in  agnis,  Domini  eft. 

Faber  habet  dim.  virg.  et  eft  quietus  ab  omni  fervitio  pro  ferramentis,  et  decimam  propriam 
habet. 

Bedellus  tenet  vj.  acras,  et  eft  quietus  ab  omni  fervitio,  et  habet  decimam  fuam. 

David  tenet  i.  virg.  pro  iij.  et  tenet  mafagium  fuum,  nifi  unus  bovarius  folebat  manere;  et 
dat  pro  illo  mafagio  annuatim  ij.  fol.  Et  in  Burme,  in  Middeles  furlang,  pro  medietate  quam 
Will,  de  Twiford  alio  anno  ij.  fol. 

Et  de  molendino  de  Chedelejley  annuatim  xxv.  fol.  et  xl.  ftiches  de  anguillis. 

Foreftarius  tenet  iiij.  acras  cum  mafagio,  et  quietus  eft  ab  omni  fervitio :  et  Dominus  debet  ei 
dare  annuatim  iij.  fiffuls  de  blado  pro  fervitio  fuo,  et  unam  acram. 

Decern  funt  virgae  apud  Lenewic.  Si  operentur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debent  operari  preter 
fabbatum,  et  fi  die  fabbati  operantur,  reddatur  eis.  Die  dominico  fummagiant,  et  in  autumno 
unaquaque  virga  debet  invenire  in  ebdomada  ij.  homines  preter  folitum,  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn. 
non  chirfet,  et  wudefelver ;  non  hidwude,  non  fiflepeni.  Et  fi  cenfentur,  iiij.  pro  virga ;  et  aux. 
et  toln.  et  pafn.  et  geld,  et  fervicium  Regis.  Et  fi  herciantur,  per  i.  diem ;  alia  die  non  eft  quie- 
tus, et  fic  de  fummagio. 

Tota  decima  ejufdem  Villae  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis,  et  in  ceteris,  Domini  eft. 

*  In  Nortona  Willielmus  Gudmund  tenet  dim.  hidam.  Pro.  i.  virga  vadit  ad  Comitatum  et 
Hundr.  et  pro  alia  facit  fervitium  Regis  et  geldat  et  dat  decimam  fuam  in  blado,  lino,  et  agnis, 
Domino. 


Rondulfus 
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two  thoufand  eels.  There  are  twelve  acres  of  meadow  land.  —  In  king  Ed- 
ward's time  this  was  worth  feven  pounds ;  afterwards  one  hundred  and  ten 
fhillings ;  and  now  feven  pounds  again. 

In 


Rondulfus  tenet  ij.  virgas  et  dim.  virgara  et  xij.  acras:  pro  dim.  virga  debet  xviij.  den.  Pro 
dim.  hida  debet  ire  ad  Comitatum  et  Hundr.  et  debet  ire  cum  Monachis  per  totam  Angliam ;  et 
in  tempore  Regis  Willielmi  folebat  operari  et  omnes  confuetudines  facere.  Sed  precibus  Elurici 
prioris  Evejham  fa&us  fuitille  liber  et  injufte.  Pro  dim.  virg.  quae  mater  Randulf  tenuit  nullum 
fervicium  debet,  nec  pro^xij.  acris  prediciis :  et  hec  omnia  injufte  fafta  funt  pretio  et  precibus  Mo- 
nacborum  de  Evejham  intervenientibus.  Et  pro  predi&a  dim.  hida  et  pro  dim.  virga  debet  fervi- 
tium  Regis  et  geldum,  et  debet  arare  et  metere.  Rond.  de  jure  dare  debet,  fi  cenfaret,  viij.  fol.  et 
omnes  confuetudines. 

Walterus  tenet  ij.  virgas  pro  vj.  fol  et  folebat  dare  viij.  fol.  et  dat  auxilium  et  arat  (sic)  pae,  et 
metit,  et  geldat,  et  fervitium  Regis.  Abbas  Mauritius  dedit  neptem  fuam  predecelfori  Walterii 
et  abftulit  opus  terrae  illius  injufte ;  et  hoc  eft  in  voluntate  Abbatis. 

Johannes  tenet  i.  virg.  pro  ij  fol.  et  fervitium  Regis  et  eft  in  voluntate  Abbatis,  five  ad  opus 
five  ad  cenfum.    Abbas  Adam  conceflit  ei  injufte  pro  ij.  fol. 

XXix,.  Sunt  virgae  apud  Norton.  Si  operentur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debet  operari  preter 
fabbatum,  et  die  dominico  debet  fumagium  facere,  et  dies  fabbati  reddatur  eis,  fi  aliquid  fecerint ; 
et  auxilium  et  tolnum  et  pafn.  et  chirfet  et  geldum  et  fervitium  Regis ;  et  ft  herciantur,  alia  di 
herciat  vel  operetur,  et  fic  de  fumagio,  et  wudefelver,  et  hidwud,  et  fiffepeni ;  et  unaquaque  ca- 
ruca  arare  debet  die  Lunae  per  feptimanam,  a  fefto  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  Pafcha.  Et  in  eftate 
benarth,  et  in  autumno  ij.  homines  de  (sic)  ces  de  virga  per  feptimanam. 

Et  fi  cenfarent,  iiij.  fol.  pro  virga,  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn.  et  geld,  et  fervitium  Regis ;  et 
decima  fua  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis,  Domini  eft.  Debent  chirfet,  et  arare,  et  metere,  et  vineam 
fodere,  et  colligere,  et  fumag.  et  falcare. 

Ofebertus  vj.  acras  pro  ij.  fol.  et  debet  metere,  et  fenum  colligere,  et  auxilium  dare,  et  fervitium 
Regis. 

Ecclefia  tenet  dim.  hid.  et  arat,  et  dat  Sacriftae  x.  fol.  et  mafagium  fuum;  et  i.  virgam 
tenet  de  dominio  Dni  Abbatis,  et  aliam  virgam  de  colle&ore  rufticorum. 

Tola  decima  ejufdem  Villae  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis,  et  in  ceteris,  Dni  eft. 
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In  Okberge*  are  twelve  acres  of  land,  and  alfo  two  fwineherds,  and  one 
furlong  f  of  woodland.    It  is  worth  five  lhillings. 

This  Abbey  has  alfo  Offenham.  %  There  is  one  hide  of  free  land,  and  at 
Liteltune  are  fix  hides,  and  fix  at  Bradfortune.    In  the  demefne  are  three  ca- 

rucates, 

*  The  fame  place  I  prefume  with  that  called  Ulbeory  in  the  founder's  charter.  [See  Appendix.] 
The  prefent  appellation  is  Oldborough, 

t  Letiva,  a  league  properly,  but  ufed  very  indefinitely  as  a  meafure  of  land.  I  have  here  fup- 
pofed  it  a  furlong. 

X  Offenham  was  given  by  king  Offa,  in  703.  See  the  charter  No.  I.  in  the  Appendix,  and  the 
lift  of  benefa6tors.  Both  Littleton  and  Bradferton  were  alfo  among  the  founder's  acquifitions,  as 
were  the  preceding  places  Lenckwic  and  Norton. 

In  Huffenham  funt  quatuor  virgae  Bovariorum.  Dim.  virga  [debet  invenire  1.  nominem  per 
totum  annum  ad  carr.  et  ad  Wiedoc,  et  ad  fenum,  et  ad  bladum  colligendum.  In  una  ebdomada, 
debet  operari  per  ij.  dies,  et  in  alia  per  iij.  dies;  et  debet  portare  farruginem  apud  Evejham,  et  eft 
quietus  ab  omni  fervitio,  et  habet  decimam  fuam.  Si  cenfaretur,  ij.  fol.  et  omnes  confuetudines 
debitos.  (sic) 

Sex  funt  Cotlandae  et  unaquaque  debet  operari  per  ij.  dies,  in  ebdomada,  et  in  autumno  per 
iij.  dies,  et  decima  fua  Domini  eft;  et  fi  cenfaretur,  deberet  dare  xij.  den.  et  aux.  et  toln.  et 
pafnagium,  non  chirchefet. 

Faber  tenet  dim.  virg.  et  debet  parare  ferramenta  curiae,  et  quietus  eft  ab  omni  fervitio. 

Berchierus  vel  Porcarius  tenet  vj.  acras,  et  quietus  eft  ab  omni  fervitio,  fi  fint  oves  et  porci. 
Si  non   *    *   *   *  ». 

Paganus  T'ravers  tenet  v.  virgas,  et  geldat  pro  v.  virgis. 

Galfridus  Withelard  tenet  iij.  virgas :  pro  duabus  dat  x.  fol.  pro  tertia  fervitium  Regis,  et  pro 
tribus  geldat  Regi. 

Paganus  fil.  Henrici  tenet  vij.  virgas,  et  geldat  pro  iij.  virgisi 
Augujlinus  tenet  1.  hidam,  et  geldat  pro  hida. 

Robertus  tenet  1.  virgam  pro  iij.  fol.  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn.  et  eft  in  voluntate  Dni  Abbatis. 
Johannes  tenet  1.  virgam  pro  iij.  fol.  et  auxilium  et  alias  confuetudines  cum  vicinis  facere. 
Radulfus  Difpenfator  iij.  virgas,  et  facit  fervitium  Regis. 

XXvij.  Virgae 
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cates,  and  twenty-five  villans  with  feven  car.  and  two  radmen,*  and  two 
Normans.  Each  of  thefe  has  one  car.  —  There  are  alfo  twenty  bordarers, 
and  twenty  acres  of  meadow  land,  and  a  mill  of  twelve  millings  and  fix- 
pence. 

There  are  oxen  to  one  car.  but  they  draw  ftone  to  the  Abbey.  — In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  and  afterwards,  it  was  worth  eight  pounds ;  now  fix 
pounds  and  ten  millings.  ' 

To  this  manor  belongs  one  Berewic,  Aldingtone.  f  There  is  one  hide  of 
free  land  belonging  to  the  church,  and  in  the  demefne  are  two  carucates, 

and 

XXvij.  Virgae  et  dim.  Si  operantur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debent  operari  preter  fabbatum,  et 
die  dominica  debent  fumagiare  et  reddatur  eis  die  fabbati  fi  operentur,  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn. 
non  chichefet;  et  unaquaque  caruca  a  fefto  S.  Micbaelis  ufque  ad  Pafcha  debet  arare  per  i.  diem 
in  ebdomada,  et  grefartbe  fcil.  i  acram;  et  fi  cenfarentur  iiij.  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn.  non 
chirchefet. 

Vj.  Virga?  in  Litletun.  Si  operantur,  debent  cbirchefet.  Et  cenfantes  debent  metere,  arare, 
falcare,  vineam  fodere,  et  colligere.  Operantes  debent  wudefelver ;  non  hidwude,  non  chirfet, 
non  fiffepen.    Operantes  vj.  de  Litletun  debent  wudefelver,  hidwude,  fiffepen. 

Ricardus  xij.  den.  Hugo  Jurtin  iij.  fol.  et  vj.  den.  Eluredus  Ethewi  xij.  den.  Walterus  mo- 
lendinarius  xij.  den.  Edwlne  vj.  den.  Rogerus  vj.  den.  Ricardus  Erne  xij.  den.  Radulfus  xij. 
den.    Albretha  xij.  den.    Robertus  Clericus  vj.  den. 

Decima  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis,  et  ceteris  fecibus,  Domini  eft. 

WilUelmus  Bern  Lj.  acras  et  molendinum  pro  x.  fol.  et  Foke  Milne  pro  dim.  marca,  et  eft 

quietus  ab  omni  fervitio. 

Ecclefia  habet  i.  virgatam,  et  dat  facriftae  iij.  fol. 

Tota  decima  ejufdem  Villae  in  blado,  in  lino,  et  in  agnis,  et  in  ceteris,  Domini  eft. 

*  Radmanni,  and  fometimes  Radmans.  I  fcarcely  know  how  to  tranflate  this  word,  nor  am  I 
acquainted  with  its  precife  meaning.  A  gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  law,  at  Evejkam,  informs 
me  that,  in  Coke's  Injlitutes,  it  implies  a.  free  tenant  with  the  right  of  foccage. 

t  One  of  the  firft  acquired  eftates ;  as  were  alfo  Badjey  and  Wickamford,  here  called  Wiguene, 
and  Huniburne. 
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and  five  bordarers  with  one  car.  There  are  alfo  four  fervants,  and  a  mill, 
value  five  millings.    It  was,  and  ltill  is,  worth  forty  millings.  * 

The  Abbey  has  Wiquene.  t    There  are  three  hides  of  free  land,  and  at 

Bradfortune 

*  In  Aldintona  Hugo  fil.  Robert}  tenet  x.  virgatas  terr.  et  debet  fervitium  Regis  pro  v.  vergatis  ; 
et  vadit  ad  comitatum,  et  ad  hundredum,  et  gelda  cum  aliis. 

Rond.  de  Kottun  tenet  xij.  virg.  apud  Bretfert.  et  debet  fervitium  Regis,  et  geldat  pro  i.  hida  et 
dim.  hida,  et  vadit  ad  comitatum  et  ad  hundred. 

Dim idia  hida  Bovariorum.  Dim.  virga  debet  operari  in  autumno  pro  tribus  diebus :  decima 
eft  in  manu  propria. 

Una  Cotlanda  debet  operari  per  ij.  dies  in  hieme,  in  autumno  per  iij.  dies,  ufque  ad  feftum  S. 
Martin.    Si  cenfant  xij.  et  auxilium  et  pafn.  et  toln.  et  geld,  et  decimam  Domino. 

Novem  funt  apud  Aldintun.  Si  operantur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debent  operari  preter  fabba- 
tum,  eft  fi  fabbato  aliquid  opus  fecerint  vel  fummagium,  reddatur  eis;  et  die  dominico  fumma- 
giant  et  non  reddatur  eis  dies:  et  fi  erciant  non  reddatur  eis  dies;  et  aux.  et  pafn.  et  toln.  et  geld, 
non  chirchefet.  De  virga  ix.  den.  de  wudefelver ;  non  fiffepeni,  non  hidwude ;  et  unaquaque 
caruca  die  Lunae,  a  fefto  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  feftum  S.  Mariae  in  Martio,  dimidiam  acram  :  et 
unaquaque  caruca  in  hieme  j.  acram,  fcilicet  grefacram,  (sic)  et  in  eftate  quicquid  poterit  facere 
perque  diem.  Si  cenfent,  iiij.  fol.  et  auxilium  et  pafn.  et  toln.  et  alias  confuetudines ;  et  debet 
metere  per  i.  diem,  et  arare,  et  falcare,  et  vineam  fodere,  et  colligere,  et  fummagium. 

Tota  decima  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis,  et  ceteris  fecibus,  eft  Domini. 

Ecclefia  de  Wikewen  habet  xj.  travas  et  dimidiam  de  Rufticis  de  Aldintona. 

XI.  Virgatae  et  dim.  funt  apud  Bretferton  pertinentes  ad  Aldinton.  Si  operentur,  per  totam 
feptimanam  debent  operari  preter  fabbatem,  et  die  dominico  fumagiant,  et  fi  die  fabbati,  reddatur 
eis  fi  aliquid  fecerint :  et  fi  erciant,  habeat  diem  ;  et  fi  fumagiant,  reddatur  eis;  et  debent  wudefel- 
ver, et  fiffepani,  et  hidwude,  et  chirchefet,  et  aux.  et  toln,  et  geld,  et  fervitium  Regis,  et  arare  a 
fefto  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  Pafcha  per  diem  Lunae;  et  unaquaque  virga  debet  arare  i.  acram  de 
Bene,  (sic)  Et  in  eftate  unaquaque  caruca  quantum  poterit;  et  fi  cenfentur,  iiij.  fol.  et  aux.  et 
toln.  et  pafn.  et  chirchefet  et  alias  confuetudines;  et  debet  metere  et  arare  per  i.  diem  ;  et  arare, 
et  falcare,  et  vineam  fodere,  et  colligere,  et  fumag. 

Tota  decima  in  blado,  in  lino,  et  in  agnis,  et  ceteris  fecibus,  Domini  eft. 
+  In  Villa  de  Wikewan. 

Wolterus  Frujfelu  tenet  i.  hidam  terrae:  pro  dimidia  geldat,  et  pro  alia  dimidia  hida  vadit  ad 
Comitatum,  et  in  fervitium  Regis,  et  arat  in  eftate. 
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Bradforiune  fix  hides.  In  the  demefne  are  four  carucates,  and  fixteen  villans, 
and  feven  bordarers  with  ten  car.  There  is  alfo  a  mill,  value  forty  pence, 
and  ten  acres  of  meadow  land.    It  was,  and  is  ftill,  worth  fix  pounds. 

The  fame  Abbey  has  alfo  Badefeu*    There,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 

there 

y0  *  *  *  •  tenet  lt  v-n„t  tem  et  facit  fervitium  Regis  et  deberet  portare  pannos  cujuf- 
libet  Monachi  per  totam  Angliam  in  expenfa  Dni  Abbatis,  et  hec  libertas  eft  in  voluntate  Dni 
Abbatis  et  Cellerarii. 

Robertus  tenet  i.  virgam  pro  iiij.  fol.  et  arat  cum  aliis,  et  hoc  eft  in  voluntate  Dni  Abbatis. 

Quatuor  funt  virgae  Bovariorum.  Unaqueque  earum  debet  operari  in  autumpno  per  duos  dies, 
et  a  fefto  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  feftum  S.  Martini  debet  unaquaque  die  portare  furruginem  apud 
Evejham  ad  opus  Abbatis.    Decima  eorum  in  manu  fua  eft. 

Bercharius  debet  cuftodire  oves  fi  fuerint.  Debet  operari  per  duos  dies  in  ebdomada  ufque  ad 
autumpnum,  et  in  autumno  per  iij.  dies ;  et  debet  auxilium,  et  tolnum,  et  pafnagium. 

Porcharius  cuftodiat  porcos,  et  debet  operari  per  ij.  dies  in  feptimana  ufque  ad  autumpnum,  et 
in  autumno  per  iij.  dies;  et  debet  auxilium,  et  tolnum,  et  pafnagium. 

Quatuor  funt  Cotlandae.  A  fefto  S.  Martini  ufque  ad  vincula  S.  Petri  debent  operari  per  fep- 
timanam  ij.  dies,  et  in  autumno  ufque  ad  predi£ium  terminum  iij.  et  debent  decimas,  et  auxilium, 
et  tolnum,  et  pafnagium. 

Radulfus  tenet  i.  dim.  virgam  pro  ij.  fol.  et  auxilium,  et  geldat,  et  tolnum,  et  pafnagium,  et 
chirchefet,  et  alias  confuetudines. 

In  villa  predi&a  funt  xxxij.  virg.  Si  operantur,  per  totam  feptimanam  debent  operari  preter 
fabbatem,  et  die  dominico  debent  fummagium  facere,  et  fi  fecerint  die  fabbati  reddatur  eis  de 
wudfelver  ix.  den  j  prima  die  quadragefimae  i.  den.  de  fiffepeni  et  de  hidwude  I.  Quadrigam,  et 
geldat,  et  auxilium,  et  tolnum,  et  pafnagium,  et  chirchefet ;  et  unaquaque  caruca  die  Lunae  a 
fefto  S.  Michaelis  ulque  ad  annuntiationem  S.  Mariae  dim.  acram,  et  una  quaelibet  virga  i.  acram 
de  Bene.  Si  cenfant  iiij.  pro  virga,  et  chirchefet,  et  auxilium,  et  tolnum,  et  pafnagium ;  et  debet 
metere  per  i.  diem,  et  arare,  et  falcare,  et  vineam  fodere,  et  colligere  et  fummagium  facere ;  et  fi 
herciat  per  i.  diem,  alia  die  fit  quietus. 

Tota  decima  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis,  et  in  ceteris  fecibus,  Domini. 

Capella  habet  xiiij.  tuuas  (sic)  de  proprio  blado  hominum,  et  habet  dim.  virgam  et  vj.  acras 
quietas  ab  omni  fervitio. 

*  In  villa  de  Baddejheie  Philippus  Senefcallus  habet  v.  virgatas  et  dim.  Tres  funt  geldantes,  duae 
ct  dimidia  funt  libere :  et  habet  molendinum  quod  valet  i.  marcam.   Sacrifta  de  Evejham  debet 

habere 
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there  were  fix  hides  and  an  half.  In  the  demefne  are  two  carucates,  *  *  *  * 
and  twelve  villans  with  eight  car.  There  are  alfo  four  fervants,  and  a  widow- 
woman.    It  was  worth  fix  pounds  ;  now  only  three  pounds  and  ten  (hillings. 

This  Abbey  has  Llteltune.  There,  in  king  Edward's  time,  were  feven 
hides.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  fifteen  villans,  and  one  Norman 
with  two  villans.    Among  them  they  have  feven  car. — There  are  likewife 

I  three 

habere  decimam  Senefcalli  in  blado.  Rlcardus  Franceis  habet  dim.  hidam,  et  facit  fervitium 
Regis;  et  geldat  cum  aliis,  et  debet  invenire  Runcinum  unum  ad  portandum  pannos  cujuflibet 
monachi  per  totam  Angliam,  eund  in  expenfa  Dni  Abbatis. 

Duae  virgae  funt  Bovariorum.  Unaquaque  earum  debet  invenire  ij.  homines  ad  carrucam  per 
totam  ebdomadam. 

In  autumno  debet  invenire  unaquaque  die  ebdomadae  i.  hominem  in  opere  Domini. 

In  Villa  ilia  funt  xxj.  virgae  et  dim.  virg.  Si  operentur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debent  operari 
preter  fabbatem,  et  die  dominico  debent  fummagium  facere.  Si  die  Sabbati  operantur  vel  fuma- 
giant,  reddatur  eis  die  Lunae  de  wudefelver  ix.  den.  in  inventione  San£lae  Crucis,  nativitate  S. 
Johannis,  exaltatione  S.  Crucis,  prima  die  Quadragefimae  i.  den.  de  fiflepeni,  fefto  S.  Martini  i. 
quadr.  de  ligno ;  fcilicet  hidwude,  tolnum,  pafnagium,  chirchefet,  et  geld,  et  auxilium  et  carruc. 
Debet  arare  per  unamquemque  ebdomadam  i.  dim.  acram,  ufque  ad  annutiationem  S.  Mariae,  et 
I.  acram  de  Bene  unaquaque  virg.  Si  cenfant  iij.  et  toln.  et  pafnag.  et  chirchefet ;  et  debet  metere 
pro  i.  die  in  ebdomada,  et  arare,  et  falcare  apud  Huniham,  et  adjuvare  fodiendi  vineam  et  colli- 
gendi,  et  fumagium  debet.    Et  fi  herciant,  una  die,  alia  die  fint  quieti. 

Faber  habet  dim.  virg.  quietam  ab  omni  fervicio  pro  opere  curias. 

Walter  habet  Cotlandam,  et  operatur  per  ebdomadam  ij.  diebus,  et  in  autumpno  iij.  dies,  et 
auxilium. 

Johannes  fimiliter,  et  auxilium. 

Wldo  Porcarius  habet  mafagium  et  v.  acras  pro  cuftodia  porcorum,  et  quietus  eft  ab  omni  fervi- 
tio ;  et  Dominus  debet  ei  invenire  corredium  fuum,  de  termino  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  feftum  S. 
Martini  in  bofco. 

Johannes  Clericus  tenet  dim.  virg.  terr.  pro  xvm.  den. 

Tota  decima  Villae  tarn  in  blado,  quam  in  agnis,  et  ceteris  fecibus,  et  in  lino,  Domini  eft, 
preter  decimam  Senefcalli. 

Capella  habet  xxi.  travas  de  blado  hominum,  et  habet  dim,  virg.  terr.  quietam  ab  omni  fervitio. 
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three  fervants,  and  eight  acres  of  meadow.  It  was  worth  four  pounds  ten 
millings  ;  now  feventy  millings. 

The  fame  church  poffefTes  Huniburne.  There  were  two  hides  and  an  half 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward.  — In  demefne  are  four  carucates,  and  a  prieft, 
and  ten  villans,  and  four  bordarers  with  four  car.  Alfo  four  fervants.  It 
was  worth  three  pounds  ;  now  four.    There  are  eleven  acres  of  meadow. 

This  church  has  Ambrejleye :  *  this  eftate  was  anciently  free  f  for  three 
hides  ;  this  is  affirmed  by  the  Abbey  charters.  But,  in  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward, there  were  reckoned  up,  woodland  and  cleared  land  together,  fifteen 
hides,  and  three  of  thefe  were  free  land. 

There  are  in  demefne  five  carucates,  and  thirty  villans,  and  twelve  bor- 
darers, and  two  priefts,  and  two  radmen,  and  ten  herdfmen.  Among  them 
all  thefe  have  twenty  car.  There,  a  fhare  $  and  an  half  in  the  fifhery  yields 
yearly  two  thoufand  eels,  and  there  are  two  mills,  value  eight  millings,  and 
four  acres  of  meadow  land.  A  wood  of  two  furlongs,  and  in  Wich§  one 
falt-furnace.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  afterwards,  it  was  worth 
eighteen  pounds ;  now  only  fixteen.ll 

This 

*  Another  of  Egwiris  endowments,  as  was  alfo  Hampton. 

t  Meaning,  I  apprehend,  that  paying  tax,  or  doing  fervice  for  three  hides  of  it,  the  reft  was 
free  of  either. 

J  I  do  not  underftand  exaftly  whether  here  is  meant  a  Jijh-pond  and  the  half  of  another,  or  the 
right  of  fijhing  in  the  river.  The  words  are :  "  lbi  pifcaria  et  dimid  reddunt  2  millia  anguillarum." 

$  Droitwich. 

||  Ambrejlega  Ecclefia  tenet  dim.  hidam  quietam  ab  omni  fervicio. 

Henricus  prefbiter  tenet  terram  qua?  fuit  Hunte,  et  terram  Turberti,  &  unam  Coteriam  quae  eft 
inter  has  duas  terras,  de  Villinagio  Domini,  pro  viij.  fol.  Domus  ejus  eft  in  cimiterio.  Idem 
tenet  1.  pratum  quod  fuit  Henrici  Clerici,  et  terram  de  Homme  pro  iij.  fol.   Idem  tenet  j.  moram 

fuper 
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This  Abbey  poffefles  Hantun.  There  were  five  hides  in  the  time  of  king 
Edward.  In  Ofwaldeflau  hundred.  In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and  fif- 
teen villans,  and  five  bordarers,  and  one  Norman  with  four  bordarers. 
Among  them  all,  thefe  have  feven  car.    There  are  alfo  eight  fervants,  and 

I  2  ten 

fuper  Doverdale  pro  vj.  den.  Super  dim.  hidam  quae  adjacet  ecclefias.  Sunt  vj.  ruftici.  Tres 
apud  Northampton  et  iij.  apud  Clegehamtun. 

Idem  Henricus  habet  totam  decimam  villae,  preter  decimam  de  Dominio.  Idem  reddit  x.'lib. 
annuatim  ad  operationem  ecclefiae  de  Evejham.    Idem  reddit  annuatim  Lx.  fol.  Abbati. 

Ricardus  fil.  Mauritii  tenet  ij.  hidas  et  dimid.  pro  feudo  dim.  mil.  Idem  tenet  i.  molendi- 
num  pro  dim.  marc.    Idem  habet  iiij.  rufticos  in  Compehamton  in  AStona. 

In  Hevedlega  habet  Abbas  iij.  Coterias,  unaque  earum  debet  operari  in  ebdomada  per  iij.  dies. 
Scil.  die  Lunae,  die  Mercurii,  die  Veneris.  Ifti  debent  averia  fua  in  ovile  Domini  in  no6te.  Ifti 
debent  tol.  pal.  aux.  Ifti  debent  vigilare  in  curia  Domini  cum  prefens  fuerit.  Ifti  'debent  bra- 
ciare  et  arare  benerth.  et  bederipe.  Si'coteria  predi&a  cenfat,  debet  ij.  folidos  annuatim,  et  pre- 
diftas  confuetudines.  Quatuor  funt  virge  bovariorum.  Ifti  cuftodiunt  boves  et  arant  per  v.  dies 
Domino :  die  fabbati  ad  opus  fuum.  Preter  hoc  ifti  debent  cuftodire  latrones,  ft  fuerint,  in  curia. 
Si  cenfat,  virgatus  iij.  fol.  debet  annuatim,  et  alias  confuetudines. 

Porcarius  debet  cuftodire  porcos,  fi  fuerint;  ft  non,  ij.  fol.  et  tol.  et  paf.  et  aux.  et  alias  con- 
fuetudines. 

Bercarius  debet  cuftodire  oves,  fi  fuerint ;  ft  non  1 1.  fol.  et  omnes  confuetudines. 
Stephanus  tenet  i.  bordellum  pro  xij.  den. 

Nicholaus  Bajlard  tenet  i.  bordellum,  et  operatur  die  Lunae  in  ebdomada. 
Walterus  cognatus  Prefbiteri  tenet  i.  terr.  de  dominio,  et  dat  iiij.  fol. 

Randulfus  tenet  de  bovaria  i.  terr.  et  dat  v.  fol.  In  Wilenhale  Wudemanni  Robertus,  Ricardus, 
OJbertus  dant  pro  terr.  fua  xj.  fol.  et  dant  tol.  et  paf.  et  aux.  et  arant  femel  in  anno  et  femel 
metunt. 

Aluredus  pro  terra  fua  dat  ij.  fol.  et  tol.  et  paf.  et  aux. 

In  Barlega  Harding  et  Vidua  pro  terra  fua  dant  xL.  den.  et  tol.  et  paf.  et  aux.  et  arant  et 
metunt. 

Robertus  pro  terra  fua  dat  vj.  fol.  et  tol.  et  paf.  et  aux.  et  arat  et  metit. 
OJbertus  Rugge  pro  terra  fua  dat  iiij.  et  predi&as  confuetudines. 
Hugo  Mac  dat  xxxij.  den.  et  predi&as  confuetudines. 

Idem 
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ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  a  new-made  vineyard,  and  two  mills,  value 
twenty  millings.    It  was  worth  an  hundred  millings ;  now  fix  pounds.* 

This 

Idem  Hugo  debet  xij.  den.  pro  i.  affarta. 
Aluredus  de  Forda  dat  ij.  fol.  et  predifta  fine  arura.  [aratura.] 
Aluredus  Wifdom  dat  xij.  den.  et  predift.  fine  arura. 
Thomas  Clech  dat  xij.  den.  et  predi6tas  confuetudines. 
Walterus  Moledinarius  dat  v.  fol.  et  predict,  fine  arura. 

In  Wulmora  viij.  homines  et  i.  coteria  quae  eft  intra  firm  am.  Ifti  dant  xxvj.  fol.  et  preditta 
fine  arura. 

Will'ielmus  Wudeward  dat  xij.  den. 
OJbertus  et  Jordanus  viij.  fol.  et  preditta. 
Einulfus  Goderale  ij.  et  omnes  confuetudines. 

Ricardus  fil.  Aluredi  xxviij.  den.  et  omnes  confuetudines  fine  arura. 

Faber  tenet  terram  fuam  pro  fervitio  curiae  et  quietus  eft. 

Reginaldus  fil.  Ulfi  xviij.  fol.  et  confuetudines  fine  arura. 

Aluredus  fil.  Ulfi  iiij.  fol.  et  confuetudines  fine  arura. 

Robertus  fil.  Jordanis  xviij.  den.  et  confuetudines  fine  arura. 

In  Havedlega  Alexander  et  Aluredus  iiij.  fol.  et  confuetudines  fine  arura. 

Will,  de  Brome  iij.  fol.  et  confuetudines. 

Nicholaus  frater  Molendinarii  ij.  fol.  et  confuetudines  fine  aratura. 
Eadwinus  Fahel  ij.  fol.  et  confuetudines. 
Elyas  ij.  fol.  et  confuetudines,  fi  non  fuerit  de  bedeleria. 
Terra  Torti  ij.  fol.  et  confuetudines  fine  aratura. 

Ambrejlega  de  confuetudine  debet  reddere  xv.  fextaria  mellis,  et  iiij.  milia  anguillarium,  et  ix. 
virginti  mitas  falis. 

*  In  Hamtona  Will'ielmus  Pintelthein  tenet  dim.  hidam,  et  debet  ire  cum  Runcino  fuo  per  totam 
Angliam  ad  portandum  pannos  cujufiibet  Monachi,  in  expenfa  Abbatis.  Idem  tenet  dim.  virga- 
tam  quam  Arnaldus  de  Celario  tenuit  pluribus  annis  pro  iij.  fol.  Hanc  dim.  virg.  Abbas  Adam  ei 
accommodavit,  ad  tempus,  pro  Judea,  quam  prediftus  Willielmus  duxit  in  uxorem. 

Quatuor  virgae  bovariorum  funt:  per  totum  annum  virga  debet  invenire  ij.  homines  ad  carru- 
cam  Domini.  Et  in  autumpno  ij.  homines  in  ebdomada,  et  ad  wid.  (sic)  oc.  et  ad  fenum  debent 
adjuvare,  et  tollum,  et  pafnagium  ;  nec  chirfet,  nec  decim.  nec  wudefelver,  nec  fifpani,  nec  hid. 
— Unde, 

Bercharius  tenet  vj.  acras  pro  cuftodia  ovium,  fi  fuerint ;  et  eft  quietus  ab  omni  fervitio :  et  fi 
non  luerint,  dabit  xvi.  den.  et  fi  non  cenfat,  operabitur  quantum  i.  Cotlanda. 

Porcharius 
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This  church  has  alfo  four  hides  at  Beningeorde*  and  Urjo  has  five  hides 
there.  Thefe  five  hides  Walter  Abbot  of  EueJJiam  dereined  f  at  Ildeberg,  at 
the  junction  of  the  four  (hires,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bifhop  of  Bajeux,  and 
other  of  the  king's  barons. 

There 

Porcharius  tenet  dim.  virg.  pro  cuftodia  porcorum,  fi  fuerint;  et  fi  non  fuerint,  debet  xvj.  den. 
pro  dim.  terra  virgae  ;  et  fi  non  cenfat,  operabitur  quantum  i.  Cotlanda. 

Sex  funt  Cotlandae.  Unaquaeque  debet  operari  in  ebdomada  per  ij.  dies,  et  in  autumpno  per 
iij.  dies;  et  tolnum.  et  pafnagium,  et  auxilium. 

Henricus  Clericus  dim.  hidam  pro  x.  ibl.  folebat  operari,  et  geldat,  et  fervitium  Regis. 

Radulfus  tenet  unam  virgam  pro  v.  fol.  et  tollum,  et  pafnag.  et  auxil.  et  debet  arare,  et  falcare, 
et  metere,  et  vineam  fodere,  et  colligere  ;  k  quando  operabatur,  pro  virga  ilia  ficut  alii  homines  in 
villa  fecerint,  fic  et  ille  fecit,  et  omnes  confuetudines. 

Ricardus  tenet  i.  virgam  pro  iij.  fol.  &  vj.  den.  et  auxil.  et  arat,  et  metit,  et  colligit  fenum, 
et  vineam  colligit,  et  fervitium  Regis. 

HugoSorel  i.  virgam  pro  tribus  fol.  et  auxil.  et  arat,  et  metit,  et  fenum  colligit,  et  vineam 
colligit,  et  fervitium  Regis. 

XXiij.  Virgae  funt.  Si  operantur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debent  operari,  et  fi  fabbato  operen- 
tur,  reddatur  eis ;  die  dominico  fummagiant :  et  in  autumpno,  in  ebdomada,  ij.  homines  de 
(sic)  creis.  Et  fi  mefiis  operantium  fuerint  mefiata,  debent  accommodare  Domino  unaquaque  die 
ij.  homines  ;  et  auxil.  et  tollum,  et  pafnage,  et  ix.  den.  et  wudefelver,  et  fifpeni,  et  hidwude,  et 
fervitium  Regis,  a  fefto  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  Pafcha,  unaquaeque  carruca  in  ebdomada,  die  Lunae, 
dimid.  acram,  et  benarth,  et  chirfet. 

Si  cenfarent,  v.  fol.  pro  virga  ;  et  auxilium,  et  arant,  et  metunt,  et  fenum  et  vineam  colligunt, 
et  pafn.  et  tollum,  et  fervitium  Regis. 

■Galfridus  Mare/callus  tenet  ij.  acras  de  dominio  Abbatis,  et  hoc  eft  in  voluntate  Abbatis. 

Perruc  apud  Lorteburne  debet  operari  die  Lunae  in  ebdomada,  per  totum  annum. 

Molendinarius  habet  i.  dim.  virgam,  et  i.  croftam,  et  i.  pratum,  et  i.  molendium  pro  viij. 
den.  in  ebdomada  per  annum. 

Radulfus  Arnold  tenet  Lillingehom,  fcil.  i.  croftam,  pro  xij.  den. 

*  Bengworth  was  acquired  by  Egwin,  as  his  charter  teftifies.  There  is  a  lift  of  the  bordarers 
only  of  this  place  in  the  Cotton  MS. 

f  Diratiocinavit :  —  a  word  difficult  to  render,  and  of  which,  as  here  applied,  I  do  not  know  the 

exaft 
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There  are  two  carucates,  and  five  villans,  and  two  bordarers  with  two 
car.  There  are  alfo  fix  fervants.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  it  was  worth 
fixty  millings ;  afterwards  fifty  Jhillings  ;  now  fixty  millings  again.  In  Efch 
Hund. 

Mortune 

exa£t  meaning.  I  have  therefore  adopted  an  old  Norman  law-term  which  feems  nearly  of  the  fame 
import.  In  certain  other  parts  of  Domefday  diratiocinavit  appears  to  fignify  the  reclaiming  or  re- 
deeming an  eftate  from  mortgage.  But  we  do  not  find  that  there  was  any  mortgage  in  this  cafe ; 
but  rather  that  Walter  was  obliged  to  rejign  many  of  the  poffeffions  of  this  Abbey  which  had  been 
unjuftly  acquired  by  his  predeceffor. — Perhaps  fome  little  light  may  be  thrown  on  this  fubje£t,  (at 
leaft,  a  dry  topic  will  be  fomewhat  enlivened,)  if  I  give  from  Hemingus  [p.  80.]  the  particulars 
of  a  remarkable  tranfa&ion  concerning  an  eftate  at  Bengworth,  which  may  have  had  fome  connec- 
tion with  the  event  here  recorded.  It  feems  however  to  relate  more  immediately  to  the  four  hides 
mentioned  juft  before  in  Domefday  as  belonging  to  Evcjham  Abbey. — It  was  contended  that  Walter 
ought  to  hold  thefe  four  hides  under  the  bifhop  of  Worcefter. —  "  Concerning  this  bufinefs,"  (fays 
the  placitum  or  decree  of  William  I.  which  is  preceded  by  an  epiftle  of  Gosfrid,  bifhop  of  Conftan- 
tia,  and  two  others  of  William  on  the  fame  fubjeft,)  "  there  arofe  a  great  difpute  between  the 
abbot  and  the  bifhop :  the  former,  for  a  long  time,  unjuftly  excufing  himfelf.  At  length  this 
caufe  was  tried  and  finally  decided  in  the  prefence  of  Gosfrid,  bifhop  of  Conftantia,  whom  the 
king  had  commanded  to  affift  in  putting  his  decree  in  force  :  —  as  alfo  that  he  fhould  endeavour  to 
come  at  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  and  to  decide  juftly  between  the  contending  parties.  A  great  con- 
vention was  accordingly  held  in  Worcefterfhire  of  the  neighbouring  earls  and  barons,  in  the 
prefence  of  Gosfrid.  The  bufinefs  was  fully  difcuffed,  and  the  abovementioned  claim  was  fet  up, 
over  the  abbot,  by  the  bifhop.  The  abbot  defended  himfelf.  The  bifhop  then  appealed  to  lawful 
witneffes  who,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  had  been  acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of  thefe  affairs. 
—  At  length,  according  to  the  king's  orders  and  a  decree  of  the  barons,  the  court  proceeded  to 
judgment  ,•  and,  becaufe  the  abbot  laid  he  had  no  witneffes  againft  the  bifhop,  it  was  adjudged  by 
the  court  that  the  bifhop  fhould  nominate  his  witneffes,  and,  on  an  appointed  day,  bring  them 
with  him.  That  thefe  fhould  then  confirm  the  bifhop's  allegations  by  an  oath,  and  that  the  abbot 
might  bring  what  reliques  he  pleafed  with  him  for  the  fame  purpofe.  This  was  agreed  to  by  both 
parties.  The  appointed  day  arrived.  Bifhop  Wljlan  appeared,  as  did  the  abbot  Walter,  and  the 
barons  who  had  been  prefent  at  the  former  promulgation  of  the  decree.  The  abbot  brought  his 
rejiques,  namely,  the  body  of  St.  Egwin.  There  were  alfo  prefent,  on  the  part  of  the  bifhop,  cre- 
dible witneffes  prepared  to  take  the  above-mentioned  oath.  One  of  them  was  Earic,  who  in  the 
time  of  iidwant  had  been  fteers-man  of  the  fhip,  and  alfo  leader  of  the  troops  which  the  bifhop 
had  then  provided  in  the  fervice  of  the  king. — Another  was  Kineward,  who  had  been  vicccomes  of 
Worcefterfhire;  one  who  had  himfelf  feen  thefe  things,  and  bare  teftimony  of  them.  Siward  alfo 
was  a  witnefs,  a  rich  man  of  Seropfcyre,  and  OJbern,  the  fon  of  Richard,  and  Turchil,  of  Wwwic- 
fcyre,  and  many  other  elder  f  and  nobles,  of  whom  the  greater  part  are  now  afleep.    But  many  ftill 

furvive 
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Moriune*  is  poflefTed  by  the  fame  Abbey.  There,  in  the  time  of  king 
Edward,  there  were  five  hides  ;  but  great  part  of  this  land  has  now  been 
difpofed  of  elfewhere.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  feven  villans,  and 
two  herdfmen,  with  four  car.  There  are  likewife  fifteen  acres  of  meadow- 
land.  A  wood  of  three  roods  long,  and  one  broad.  It  was,  and  ftill  is, 
worth  thirty  millings.    Rannulf  holds  it  of  the  Abbot. 

This  Abbey  has  alfo  Aclielenz.  There  are  four  hides  and  an  half.  In  de- 
mefne is  one  carucate,  and  three  villans,  and  four  bordarers  with  one  car. 
There  are  alfo  two  iervants,  and  fix  acres  of  wood-land.  In  the  time  of  king 

Edward 

furvive  who  were  fpe&ators  of  thefe  tranfa&ions,  and  can  teftify  of  them. —  The  abbot  perceiving 
the  oath  preparing,  and  all  the  proofs  ready,  and  that  there  were  no  other  means  of  receding,  took 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  releafed  the  bifhop  from  neceflity  of  the  oath,  and  compromifed  the  dif- 
pute.  He  admitted  the  whole  claim  of  the  bifhop,  and  entered  into  an  agreement  concerning  it." 
— The  paper  ends  in  a  very  warlike  manner  on  the  part  of  the  bifhop  and  his  followers.  —  "  And 
thus,"  (it  continues,)  "  there  are  among  us  lawful  witneffes,  foldiers  of  St.  Mary  and  of  the  bifhop, 
who  are  prepared  to  prove  this,  if  neceffary,  by  oath  or  by  battle,  againft  Rannulf,  the  brother  of 
abbot  Walter,  (whom  they  faw  in  the  aflembly  maintaining  the  caufe  againft  the  bifhop,)  if  he 
{hall  deny  to  obferve  the  agreement  made  between  the  two  parties.  We  have  alfo  men  of  the 
facred  order,  both  priefts  and  deacons,  who  are  prepared  to  affirm  the  fame  under  penalty  of  God's 
judgments."    For  the  agreement  itfelf  fee  the  Appendix. 

*  Mortun  capella  habet  dim.  virg.  terr.  et  dat  XXX.  den.  et  i.  virg.  liberam,  et  decimas  hc% 
rum,  exceptis  hiis  qui  tenent  de  dominico. 

Radulfus  liber  homo  tenet  ij.  virg.  terr.  quarum  una  eft  de  dominico,  et  dat  iij.  fol. 

Stephanus  pro  dim.  hida  et  i.  crofta,  i.  marca. 

Rob.  de  Wicke  tenet  dim.  hidam  pro  v.  fol.  et  hoc  injufte. 

In  eadem  Villa  funt  ix.  virg.  Si  cenfantur,  unaqueque  illarum  dat  v.  fol.  et  coafuetudines.  Si 
operantur,  debent  operari  per  iiij.  dies  in  ebdomada,  et  in  autumpno  per  v.  dies ;  et  debent  auxi- 
lium,  et  theoloneum,  et  pannagium,  geldum,  et  oranes  confuetudines. 

In  eadem  Villa  funt  ix.  coteriae.  Si  operentur  per  ebdomadam,  debent  operari  per  i.  diem  in 
ebdomada,  et  omnes  confuetudines. 

Decima  eorum  eft  Domini.  Si  cenfantur,  quilibet  eorum  dat  fecundum  tenementum  quod  tenet. 

Supradifta  Villa  reddit  annuatim  Coquinario  Lx.  fol.  ad  quatuor  terminos ;  Abbati  vero  xL.  fol. 
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Edward  it  was  worth  twenty-five  (hillings ;  afterwards  twenty ;  now  only 
fifteen  {hillings. 

The  Abbey  pofieffes  Buintun.  There  is  one  hide,  and  one  carucate,  and 
three  bordarers,  and  three  acres  of  woodland.  It  was  worth  twenty  (hillings ; 
afterwards  fifteen ;  now  only  ten  (hillings. 

It  has  likewife  Circelenz.  There,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  there  were 
four  hides  of  land.  In  demefne  are  two  carucales,  and  a  pried,  and  three 
villans,  and  two  bordarers,  and  four  herdfmen,  and  one  Norman.  Among 
them  all,  thefe  have  three  car.    It  was,  and  ftill  is,  worth  thirty  (hillings. 

In  the  city  of  Wirecefter  the  Abbey  of  Evejham  has  twenty-eight  tenements. 
Of  thefe,  five  are  laid  wafte,  and  the  reft  yield  twenty  (hillings. 


Some  eftates*  this  Abbey  at  one  time  poffeffed  in  the  fame 
county,  but  which  were  alienated  before  Domefday  furvey 
was  made. — From  the  fame  regifter.  [p.  177.] 


UR  SO  poffefies  Upturn,  and  Herkbald  holds  it  of  him.    Almn,  Abbot  of 
Evejham,  had,  and  ftill  ought  to  have  it,  according  to  the  teftimony  of 
the  county-courts.    It  was  worth  fixty  (hillings,  now  only  fifty. 

The  fame  Urfo  has  Witune,  in  WicJi,  and  Gumfrid  holds  it  of  him.  The 
church  of  Evejham  had  it  in  the  time  of  king  Edward.  It  was  worth  twenty 
(hillings  ;  now  only  fifteen. 

This 

*  Of  thefe  only  the  moft  curious  hiflorical  matter,  and  the  value  are  extrafted. 
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This  land  one  Vlulet  gave  to  the  Eve/ham  church,  and  placed  it,  as  an  offer- 
ing upon  the  altar,  at  the  time  his  fon  Alviet  was  made  a  monk.  This  was 
done  in  the  fifth  year  of  king  Edward's  reign.  Afterwards,  the  Abbot  JElwin 
gave  this  eftate  to  his  uncle,  to  hold  during  life.  This  man  was  (lain  in  the 
war  of  Harold  againft  the  Norwegians,  and  the  church  refumed  her  eftate  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  William  into  England ;  and  that  Abbot  held  it  as  long  as 
he  lived.    His  fuccefibr,  Abbot  Walter,  alfo  held  it  for  feven  years.* 

The  fame  Urfo  has  Hantune.  The  Abbey  of  Eve/ham  had  it  in  the  time  of 
Edward.    At  that  time  it  was  worth  four  pounds  ;  now  fifty  (hillings  only. 

This  manor  the  Abbot  of  the  aforefaid  Convent  bought  of  a  certain  tenantf 
who  had  a  right  to  fell  his  eftate  to  whom  he  pleafed,  in  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward, and  prefented  his  purchafe  to  the  church  by  means  of  a  writing  laid 
upon  the  altar  ;  as  the  county-courts  bear  witnefs. 


In  Dodintret  Hundred,    [p.  175.] 

THE  bifhop  of  Bajeux  poffefTed  Attune,  and  Urfo  held  it  of  him.  It 
belonged  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Evejham,  in  the  time  of  king 
Edward.  Afterwards  Urfo  obtained  it  from  the  Abbey,  by  the  exchange  of 
another  eftate.  He  now  holds  it  in  fee  of  the  bifhop  of  Bajeux.  In  the  time 
of  king  Edward  it  was  worth  feventy  millings ;  now  four  pounds. 

K  The 

*  Thefe  are  curious  particulars.  The  furvey  however  does  not  tell  us  how  it  was  loft  ;  but  it 
was  probably  one  of  the  many  eftates  which  the  crafty  Egelwin  had  acquired,  and  which  his  fuccef- 
for  Walter  was  obliged  by  Odo  to  refign.    [See  Lives  of  the  Abbots.] 

t  Taino  —  muft  heie,  I  believe,  mean  a  tenant  in  capite.    Dr.  Nalh  has  tranflated  it  Thane. 
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The  bifhop  of  Bajeux  has  Lenche  and  Urfo  holds  it  of  him.  — Of  this  eftate 
Gijlcbert,  the  fon  of  Turold,  gave  two  hides  to  the  church  of  Evejham,  for  the 
foul  of  earl  William,  and  by  the  confent  of  the  king  ;  and  from  this  fund  a 
monk  was  appointed  in  the  church.*  For  two  more  hides  Abbot  Elwi  gave 
one  mark  of  gold  to  king  William,  and  afterwards,  for  his  own  foul,  gave  up 
this  ellate  to  the  Monaftery.  To  this,  Gijlebert  fon  of  Turold,  who  received 
the  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  king,  is  witnefs.  Of  thefe  the  Abbey  was  feifed 
for  many  years,  till  the  bifhop  of  Bajeux  took  them  away,  and  gave  them  to 
Urfo.  In  king  Edward's  time  it  was  worth  one  hundred  and  ten  millings ;  af- 
terwards thirty  (hillings  ;  now  forty-two  millings. 

■  ■  »   

[P.  175.]  — Eilesford  and  Eunilade  were  at  one  time  held  by  the  Abbey  of 
Evejham  of  the  bijhop  of  Worcejler,  till  the  bifhop  of  Bajeux  took  them  from  the 
Abbey.    Thefe  lands  were  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  monks. f 


Poffeilions  of  Evefham  Abbey  in  Gloucefterfhire.  [p.  165.] 


In  Salemonefberie  Hundred. 


THE  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Evejfiam  porTeffes  Malgerejberia$  at  Edwarde/lou. 
There,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  there  were  eight  hides,  and  a 
ninth  hide  belongs  to  the  church  of  St.  Edward.  King  Adelred  refigned  it  to 
this  Monaftery.  —  In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and  twelve  villans,  and 

one 


*  To  pray  for  the  foul  of  the  above  earl  or  comes, 
f  So  it  is  fpecified  in  Edward's  charters. 
*  An  original  endowment  called  in  the  charter  Meleygarejberrie. 
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one  free-man,  and  a  prieft,  having  among  them  feven  car.  There  are  alfo 
fix  fervants,  and  a  mill,  value  eight  (hillings,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  meadow- 
land.  In  king  Edward's  time  it  was  worth  an  hundred  millings ;  now  feven 
pounds. 

The  fame  church  has  T edejlrop.*  There  are  feven  hides.  In  demefne  are 
two  carucates,  and  ten  villans,  and  two  bordarers  with  three  car.  There  are 

K  2  alfo 

*  Called  7'ittlejlrompe  in  the  founder's  charter. 

In  Tetlejlhrop  Edgar  tenet  ij.  virgatas  terrae,  et  vadit  ad  Comitatum,  et  ad  Hundredum  pro  terra 
ilia  ;  et  non  debet  habere  nifi  folam  unam  pro  fervitio  Regis et  nihil  facit  pro  dimidia  hida  nifi 
predi&um  fervitium  quod  eft  in  voluntate  Dni  Abbatis ;  et  tenet  terram  i.  vel  mafuagium  fuum 
antequam  tenebant  iij.  bordarii. 

Avel'ma  tenet  dim.  hidam  pro  v.  fol.  et  debet  dare  aux.  ad  feft.  S.  Michaelis,  et  debet  facere 
beneripas,  fcil.  xij.  homines. 

Terra  Maillard  iiij.  fol.  et  iij.  bederipes,  et  aux.  et  ad  feftum  S.  Egwini  ij.  gall,  et  fervitium 
Regis ;  et  debet  portare  breve  Abbatis,  et  debet  ire  in  nuntium  Abbatis,  per  totam  Angliam. 

Molendinarius  pro  terr.  et  molendino  viij.  fol.  et  bederip.  et  aux. 

Willielmus  xij.  fol.  et  bederip.  fcil.  xxiiij.  homines,  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn. 

Sewi  ij.  fol.  et  bederip.  et  aux.  et  toln.  et  pafn. 

Ofebertus  ij.  fol.  et  bederip.  et  aux. 

Walterus  Tribe  ij.  fol.  et  bederip.  et  aux. 

Alditha  vidua  xij.  den.  et  bederip.  et  aux. 

Radulfus  ij.  fol.  et  bederip.  et  aux. 

Sunt  xx.  virgae  ibi.  Si  cenfentur,  unaquaque  debet  reddere  per  ann.  iiij.  fol.  et  iij.  bederip.  et 
aux.  et  pafn.  et  chirfet ;  et  unapuaque  virga  debet  arare  i.  acram  quae  vocatur  Benerthe. 

Predi&ae  virgae  fi  debent  operari,  unaquaque  debet  invenire  hominem  in  opere  Domini  per 
totam  ebdomadam,  preter  diem  fabbati.  Si  opus  fuerit  Dno  quod  operentur  die  fabbati,  et  fum- 
magium  fecerint,  tunc  Dominus  debet  reddere  eis  quod  accommodavit  die  fabbati ;  et  reddat  die 
Lunae.  Et  unaquaque  virga  debet  dare  ad  pentecoften  vj.  den.  et  ad  nativitatem  S.  Johannis 
Bapt.  vj.  den.  fcil.  aletfelver,  et  i.  den.  de  fiflepeni  prima  die  quadragefs.  et  toln.  et  pafn.  et  aux. 
et  totas  confuetudines ;  et  fi  erciant,  una  die  erciant  et  alia  die. 

Tres  funt  bovarii  qui  tenent  iij.  virg.  terr.  et  debent  operari  die  Lunae,  et  die  Veneris ;  et  de- 
bent  ad  feftum  S.  Egwini  unaquaque  virga  iiij.  gall. 

Tota 
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alfo  four  fervants,  and  one  foldier  with  two  car.  Likewife  a  little  meadow- 
land.    It  was  worth  four  pounds  ;  now  one  hundred  fhillings. 

This  Abbey  has  likewife  Bortune.*  There  are  ten  hides.  In  demefne  are 
fix  carucates,  and  fixteen  villans,  and  eight  bordarers,  and  two  free-men  with 
feven  car.  Alfo  a  prieft  with  half  a  car.  — It  was  worth  eight  pounds  ;  now 
twelve  pounds. 

This  church  has  Bradewelle.f    There  are  ten  hides,  and  in  demefne  fix 

carucates, 

Tota  decima  hominum  de  blado,  et  de  agnis,  eft  Domini  preter  decimam  bovariorum,  quod  eft 
ad  placitum  Domini.  "  Capella  prefatae  Villas  habet  dim.  hidam,  et  valet  x.  fol.  pro  omni  fervitio; 
et  de  hominibus  Villae  habet  xxviij.  thravas  pro  omni  decima  preter  linum  ,*  et  nullum  fervitium 
facit  Dno  Regi,  neque  Dno  Villae. 

*  Bourton  on  the  water  was  probably  an  original  endowment;  and  the  place  called  Buchtun  in 
Egwin's  charter,  (poffibly  from  the  miftake  of  tranfcribers,)  is  the  fame,  I  doubt  not,  with  Bourton, 
anciently  called  Burhtun.  We  cannot  well  fuppofe  the  founder  meant  Binton ;  which  there  are 
other  reafons  to  fuppofe  was  given  fome  little  time  after  the  foundation.  Much  lefs  can  we  ima- 
gine Binton  to  have  been  intended  by  Mayeldejbeordy  or  Sildfwkk  :  the  only  names  befide,  concern- 
ing which  there  can  be  any  doubt. 

t  In  Bradewelle  Walter  miles  habet  duas  hidas  terr.  quietas  ab  omni  fervitio,  preter  fervitium 
Regis:  et  preter  hoc,  predi£tus  Walterus  iij.  cotlandas  liberas,  et  i.  virg.  terr.  annuatim  pro  ij. 
fol.  ct  i.  croftam  quae  antiquitus  folebat  reddere  i.  fext.  mellis,  et  viij.  acras  de  dominio. 

Reginaldus  et  Bernardus  tenent  i .  hidam  terr.  quietam  ab  omni  fervitio,  preter  fervitium  Regis. 

Ecclefia  tenet  i.  hidam  terr.  et  debet  fervitium  Regis,  et  debet  ire  in  exercitum  cum  facco  fuo, 
et  cum  ttubla.  (sic)  Ipfa  debet  habere  iij.  garbas  de  blado  Walteri,  Reginald! ,  Bernard!,  Warini, 
molendarii,  et  totam  decimam  bovariorum  in  Villa  de  cafeo,  et  lana,  et  lino,  et  de  aliis  minutis 
decimis;  et  de  curia  Domini  tricefllmam  acram  de  blado,  et  xxx.  agnum,  et  xxx.  cafeum,  et  xxx. 
porcellum. 

Molendinarius  debet  pro  terra  et  pro  molendino  viij.  fol.  et  iij.  bederepes  et  aux.  et  toln.  et 
pafn. 

Sex  funt  virgae  quas  bovarii  debent  habere,  et  debent  operari  die  Lunae  quolibet  per  annum  ;  et 
in  autumno  die  Lunas,  et  die  Veneris,  et  totum  fenum  Domini  parare ;  et  ad  feftum  S.  Egwini 
debent  xxiiij.  gallinas  vel  vj.  aucas;  et  debent  tolnagium  et  pafnagium. 

Roadland 
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carucates,  and  twenty-five  villans,  and  eight  bordarers,  and  one  free-man, 
and  a  prieft.  Thefe,  among  them  all,  have  twelve  car.  —  In  Glowecejler  are 
four  tenements,  and  one  in  Wicelcombe,  which  return  twenty-feven  pence. 
The  whole  was  worth  eight  pounds ;  now  twelve  pounds. 

Roadland  debet  xxij.  den. 

Serich  adj.  den.  vel  debet  operari  quohbet  die  Lunse  per  annum  ;  et  in  autumno  omni  die 
Lunae,  et  die  Veneris. 

Daniel  tenet  i.  virgam  terr.  de  feld  acris,  et  mafagium  fuum  ;  fuper  ij.  cotlandas  pro  iiij.  fol. 
et  debet  bederip.  et  aux.  et  non  fervitium  Regis ;  et  debet  toln.  pafn.  et  benarthe,  et  chirfet,  in 
placito  Domini. 

Paganus  dim.  virg.  de  feld  acris  pro  ij.  fol.  et  bederipe  et  aux.  et  toln,  et  pafn.  et  non  be- 
narthe, nec  chirfet,  nifi  in  placito  Domini. 

Willielmus  de  Duninton  tenet  v.  virgas  et  dim.  virgam  quietas  ab  omni  fervitio,  preter  fervitium 
Regis,  quas  Walterus  Abbas  dedit  predecefforibus  fuis  injufte;  et  preterea  tenet  i.  virg.  pro  *  *  *  * 
injufte. 

V.  virgae  funt  apud  Duninton  de  feld  acris,  quas  Dominus  tenet  quietas  ab  omni  fervitio. 

Sunt  xxxiiij.  virgae  aliae.  Si  cenfentur,  unaquaque  debet  reddere  iiij.  fol.  et  bederip  et  aux.  et 
toln.  et  pafn.  et  chirfet,  et  benarthe,  fcil.  acram,  et  grefarthe. 

Si  predi&ae  virgae  operentur,  debent  operari  per  totam  feptimanam  preter  fabbatum;  et  fi  fu- 
magium  vel  aliud  opus  fecerint  die  fabbati,  dominus  reddat  eis  die  Lunae.  Prima  die  quadragef- 
hmae  unaquaque  virga  debet  fifpeni,  fcil  i.  den.  Et  de  eletfelver  ad  Pentecoften  vj.  den.  et  ad 
nativitatem  S.  Johanrds  Bapt,    Et  fi  erciant,  per  u  diem  ;  alia  die  funt  quieti. 

Duae  garbae  de  blado  de  Duninton  de  decima  funt  Domini,  et  decima  fetium. 

Decima  Rufticorum  de  Bradewell,  et  garbae  duae  Walteri,  Bernardi,  Reginaldi,  Warini,  molen' 
dinarii,  funt  Domini,  et  decima  agnorum. 


In 
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HIS  Abbey  pofleffes  Swelled    There  are  three  hides,  and  nine  villans, 


and  two  bordarers,  and  a  prieft.  Thefe,  among  them,  have  four  car. 
There  are  alfo  fix  fervants. — It  was  worth  four  pounds  ;  now  five  pounds. 
—  In  demefne  are  three  carucates.  There  is  likewife  a  mill,  value  twenty 
(hillings. 

This  church  has  alfo  Willerfei.f  There  are  eight  hides,  one  at  Wiquenn. — 
In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and  fixteen  villans,  and  four  bordarers,  and 

a  prieft 

*  Whether  this  is  the  place  denominated  Snella  major  in  the  founder's  grant  I  cannot  determine. 
In  the  library  of  the  College  of  Heralds  in  London  is  a  torn  charter  relating  to  this  eftate. 

t  An  original  endowment.- — In  the  Cotton  MS.  are  the  following  notes  concerning  tenants 
here. 

In  PVillerfeia  Ecclefia  tenet  i  virg.  terr.  cum  mafagio  quietam  ab  omni  fervitio. 

XXVII.  Virgatae  funt  apud  Willerefeie.  Si  operantur,  per  totam  ebdomadam  debent  operari 
preter  fabbatum,  et  die  dominico  debent  fummagium  facere  ;  et  aux.  et  tol.  et  pas.  et  chirchefet, 
et  wudefelver,  et  fiffepeni ;  et  per  feptimanam  unaque  caruca  a  fefto  S.  Michaelis  ufque  ad  Pafch. 
debet  arare  dim.  acram  ;  et  in  eftate  debent  arare  quantum  poterint  una  die  ;  et  debent  lalcare  apud 
Eve/ham  iij.  partes,  et  apud  Huniham  I,  partem,  et  colligere,  et  ducere,  et  vineam  fodere,  et  col- 
ligere.  Et  de  cres  (sic)  in  autumpno  ij.  homines  in  ebdomada,  ufque  ad  feftum  S.  Martini.  Si 
homines  Villae  prius  meffuerint  Domino,  cotidie  debent  adjuvare  Dominum,  quoufque  meffuerit. 

Si  cenfentur,  pro  virga  iij.  fol.  et  aux.  et  tol.  et  pas.  non  chirfet ;  et  arant,  et  metunt,  et  fenum 
colligunt ;  non  wudfelver,  non  fiffepeni;  et  falcare  Huniham,  et  iij.  partes  apud  Evejham ;  et  vi- 
neam colligere,  et  fodere. 

Tres  Cotlandae,  fi  operantur,  in  ebdomada  per  ij.  dies,  et  in  autumpno  per  iij.  dies;  et  aux.  et 
tol.  et  pas.    Si  cenfant,  ij.  fol.  et  aux.  et  tol.  et  pas.  non  fervitium  Regis. 

Tota  decima  ejufdem  Villae  in  blado,  in  lino,  in  agnis  Domini  eft ;  et  cetera  habet  capella  ejuf- 
dem  Villae, 


In  Widelei  Hundred. 
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a  prieft  with  fix  car.  There  are  alfo  two  fervants,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  mea- 
dow-land.   It  was  worth  four  pounds ;  now  one  hundred  millings. 

The  Abbey  has  Wejlune  likewife.  There  are  three  hides,  and  one  free- 
woman.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  five  villans,  and  a  prieft  with 
two  car.    It  was  worth  twenty  (hillings  ;  now  forty  (hillings. 

This  church  potteries  Stock.  There  are  two  hides.  In  demefne  is  one 
carucate,  and  feven  villans,  and  two  bordarers  with  two  car.  There  is  like- 
wife  one  fervant.    It  was,  and  ftill  is,  worth  forty  {hillings. 

The  Abbey  has  Hedecote.  There  are  three  hides.  In  demefne  is  one 
carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  four  widows  of  villans  lately  deceafed  who 
have  one  car.    It  was,  and  ftill  is,  worth  twenty  (hillings. 

Thefe  two  villages  the  Abbey  has  entrufted  to  the  care  of  two  of  its 
foldiers. 

In  the  Ferding*  of  Wicelcombe  St.  Mary  of  Eve/ham  had  fifty-fix  hides  in  the 
time  of  king  Edward. f 

In 

*  Ferdtngo. 

t  Befide  the  above  particular  notices  of  each  parifh,  the  MS.  furnifhes  us  with  the  following 
general  ones. 

T.  R.  E.  In  Wicwonia  viij.  hidas,  iiij.  carucae,  viij.  bovarii.  Viginti  ruftici  funt  in  Bretfor- 
tona  qui  pertinent  ad  Wicwon,  et  xv.  bordarii. 

T.  R.  E.    In  Badefeiav.  hidas  et  dim.  iij.  carucae,  vj.  bovarii,  ix.  ruftici,  v.  bordarii. 

T.  R.  E.    In  Aldinton  i.  hid  et  dim.  iij.  carucae,  vj.  bovarii,  ij.  bordarii. 

T.  R.  E.    In  Benigworjh  iiij.  hid.  ij.  carucae,  iiij.  bovarii,  ( j.  Faber  habet,)  v.  acras,  v.  bordarii. 

T.  R.  E.  In  Hatnton  v.  hid.  iiij.  carucae,  viij.  bovarii,  xiij.  ruftici,  vj.  bordarii.  De  hac  Villa 
tenet  i.  virg.  terr.  et  dim.  liberc  Albretha  foror  Abbatis  iij.  hid.  (sic)  et  i.  virg. 

T.  R.  E.    In  Offeham  xvj.  hidae;  viij.  ex  his  jacent  in  Bretforton,  et  viij.  in  Littleton;  iiij. 

carucae, 
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In  WARWICKSHIRE. 


In  Fernecumbe  Hundred,    [p.  239.] 


THE  Abbey  of  Evejham  pofleffes  in  Witekvesjord  five  hides.  The  land  is 
of  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two,  and  three  fervants,  and  two 
maid  fervants,  and  four  villans,  and  fix  bordarers  with  two  car.  There  is 
likewife  a  mill,  value  ten  (hillings,  and  which  furnifhes  twenty  (ticks  of  eels. 
There  are  twenty-four  acres  of  meadow-land.  A  wood  of  one  rood  long, 
and  half  a  rood  in  breadth.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  it  was  worth  forty 
(hillings;  afterwards  thirty;  now  fifty  (billings.  This  eftate  was  held,  in 
Edward's  reign,  by  Wigot, 

This 

carucae,  viij.  bovarii,  xiiij.  ruftici  plenarii,  xiiij.  bordarii.  Ex  his  xvj.  hidis  Rariulfus  frater  Abba- 
tis  habet  iij.  hidas  et  i.  virg.  terr.  libere.  Ranulfus  Tr avers  i.  hid.  et  i.  virg.  de  dominio.  Withe- 
lard  iij.  virg.  de  dominio.  Anfgerus  I.  virg.  de  dominio.  OJbernus  i.  hidam  liberam.  Alboldus 
1.  hidam  liberam.    Hugo  Marefcaldus  II.  hid.  et  dim.  de  dominio. 

T.  R.  E.  In  Litleton  vj.  hid.  iij.  carucae,  vij.  bovarii.  Monafterium  dim.  hid.  xij.  ruftici  ; 
unus  ex  his  tenet  dim.  hid.  et  xj.  totidem  virgatae,  v.  bordarii. 

T.  R.  E.  In  Huniburn\a.\\).  hid.  iij.  carucae,  vj.  bovarii.  Monafterium  i.  hid.  x.  ruftici,  ij. 
bordarii. 

T.  R.  E.  In  Hetheslench  iij.  hid.  et  dim.  I.  caruca,  ij.  bordarii,  v.  ruftici.  Duo  ex  his  tenent 
ij.  virg.  et  tres  alii  unufquifque  dim.  virg. 

T.  R.  E.  In  Chirclench  iiij.  hid.  quas  Waherus  Abbas  de  dominio  dedit  Urfoni  de  Abetot,  fine 
Capitulo. 

T.  R.  E.    In  Lenchwic  x.  hidae,  v.  carucae,  x.  bovarii.    De  his  x.  hidis  Walterus  Abbas  dedit 
hominibus  fuis  vi.  hid.  et  i.  virg.    Set  duae  hidae  antea  erant  liberae,  et  iiij.  hid.  et  i.  virg.  de 
dominio.    In  eadem  Villa  Hugo  nepos  Abbatis  tenet  iij.  hid.  et  dim.    Turjlams  i.  hid.  de  domi- 
nio. 
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This  Abbey  has  alfo  in  Sandburne  three  hides.  The  land  is  of  four  caru- 
cates.  In  demefne  there  is  one,  and  two  fervants,  and  two  villans,  and  four 
bordarers  with  three  car.  A  wood  one  furlong  in  length,  and  half  a  furlong 
in  breadth.    It  was  worth  twenty  {hillings  ;  now  is  worth  thirty. 

In  Salford  the  Abbey  has  two  hides.  The  land  is  of  fix  carucates.  In  de- 
mefne there  is  one,  and  two  fervants,  and  nine  villans,  and  five  bordarers  with 
feven  car.  There  is  alfo  a  mill,  value  ten  (hillings,  and  which  furnifhes 
twenty  fiicks  of  eels.  A  meadow  fix  roods  and  an  half  in  length,  and  one 
and  an  half  in  breadth.  It  was  worth  forty  {hillings ;  now  is  worth  fixty 
(hillings. 

The  fame  church  has  in  Chemverton  three  hides,  which  Rannulf  holds  of 
the  Abbey.  The  land  is  of  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one,  and  three 
fervants,  and  three  villans,  and  two  bordarers  with  one  car.  A  mill  alfo  of 
three  {hillings  value.    Meadow-land  one  rood  in  length,  and  twelve  perches 

L  in 

nio.  Thurkil  i.  hid.  de  dominio.  Hurtebrand  in  eadem  Villa  dim.  hid.  et  xij.  acras  terr.  libere. 
Godwinus  de  Hokenarton  dim  hid.  de  dominio.    Firma  x.  lib. 

T.  R.  Kanuti.  In  Baddebi  iiij.  hidas,  v.  caruc.  x.  bordarii,  viginti  et  i.  ruftici,  xi.  bordarii. 
Monafterium  dim.  hid.  Rufticus  in  eadem  Villa  qui  dat  xiiij.  fbl.  pro  opere  fuo.  In  hac  Villa  tenet 
femina  Gosfridi  fratris  Abbatis  ij.  hid.  terr.  et  dim.  libere.  Willielmus  fil.  Gosfridi  i.  hid.  de  do- 
minio. Morcarlus  I.  hid.  et  i.  virg.  et  i.  bordell.  de  dominio;  fcil.  dimid.  hida  eft  libera. 
Algerus  i.  hid  terr.  Mergetus  iij.  virg.  de  dominio.  Levericus  dim.  hida  de  dominio,  et  ij.  bor- 
dell. terras  libere.    Firma  Villae  x.  lib. 

In  the  account  of  one  of  thefe  parifhes,  (but  of  which,  as  the  preceding  leaf  of  the  MS.  is  cut 
out,  it  cannot  now  be  afcertained,)  the  following  very  curious  remark  in  Englifh  is  inlerted. 

"  Mem. — That  the  parfon  is  not  good  to  the  poor  in  three  things. 

I.  That  he  hath  more  fheep  than  he  fhould  have. 

II.  That  when  the  poor  tenants  do  fold  their  fheep,  then  the  parfon  keeps  his  fheep  upon 
the  hill. 

III.  That  the  parfon  erith  up  his  gors,  and  the  tenant  gorith  been  deftroyed  by  his  cattle." 
By  gors  and  gorith  I  underftand  grafs,— The  reft  is  eafily  underftood. 
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in  breadth.  It  was  worth  forty  (hillings ;  afterwards  five  (hillings ;  now 
twenty. 

This  Abbey  pofTeffes  in  Wilelei  three  hides.  The  land  is  of  four  carucates. 
There  are  ****♦.   [Here  the  furvey  breaks  off  abruptly.] 


In  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


In  Gravefend  Hundred,   [p.  222.] 


TH  E  Abbey  of  Evejham  pofiefles  four  hides  in  Lkeberge.  The  land  is  of 
ten  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  two,  and  eight  villans,  and  fix 
bordarers  with  five  car.  It  was,  and  ftill  is,  worth  forty  lhillings.  Levenot 
held  them  free,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward.* 

THE 

*  The  abovementioned  MS.  [Vefp.  B.  XXIV.]  contains  a  fort  of  collateral  furvey  of  this 
Abbey's  poffeflions,  which  feems  however  to  have  been  taken  confiderably  later  than  Domefday. 
It  extends  throughout  the  whole  county  of  Worcefterfhire :  but  I  have  omitted  every  thing  that 
has  no  relation  to  my  plan.  In  fome  parts  it  refembles  Domefday  a  good  deal,  in  manner ;  but, 
on  certain  difputed  poffeflions,  tells  often  a  very  different  ftory.  I  give  this  alfo  in  the  original 
language,  as  it  will  not  in  many  parts  eafily  admit  of  tranflation. 


In  Valle  de  Evejham, 

In  Hundredo  de  Fdberge  Evejham  habet  vi.  hidas,  et  non  geldant;  et  ill.  carucatas  in  dominico, 
t-t  iiij.  inter  homines.    Modo  valet  C  k  X.  fol. 

Stephanus  Alius  Wolfwi  iij.  hidas ;  Herexvardus  v.  hidas  in  Eunelade. 

Has 
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THE  whole  this  Abbey  pofTeiTed  at  the  time  Domefday  was  written,  inde- 
pendently of  ecclefiaftical  profits  and  returns  in  kind,  amounts  to  the  yearly 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds.  This  increafed  in  the  proportion  of 
twenty-three  to  one,  which  nearly  agrees  with  the  relative  value  of  money  at 
that  and  the  prefent  time,  will  arife  to  the  lum  of  two  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  fixty -f even  pounds  . —  a  very  comfortable  allowance  for  the  fmall  number 
of  monks  that  then  inhabited  this  foundation. 

L  2  In 

Has  duas  terras  Dailesford  et  Eunelade  tenuit  Abbas  de  Evejham  de  Epifcopo  Wireceftriae,  quouf- 
que  Epifcopus  Bajocenfis  de  Abbatia  recepit;  et  ipfae  terrae  fuerunt  de  vic"iu  Monachorum. 

 Croppetornam  eum  Andertona.  (sic.)  Ibi  L.  hidas.    De  hoc  manerio  tenet  Robertus  Difpenfa- 

tor  xi.  hidas,  et  Abbas  de  Evejham  v.  hidas  in  Hamtona,  de  quibus  Epifcopus  Wirecejlrice,  tempore 
Regis  Edwardi,  tantummodo  geldum  habuit.  De  cetero  tota  quieta  eft.  De  eodem  Maneiio  tenet 
Abbas  de  Evejham  iiij.  hidas  in  Beningworth. 

Has  terras  Urjo  Vicecomes  et  quidam  milites  ejus  habuerunt  de  Abbatia  de  Evejham,  tempore 
Abbatis  Agelwini,  Afiun,  Hamtun,  quam  Inardus  Parler  tenet;  Uptun,  Wittun,  dimidiam  hidam. 
Attun  erat  de  dominico  Ecclefiae,  tempore  Regis  Edwardi,  fimiliter  et  tempore  Regis  Willielmi  xn. 
annis.  Poftea  vero  dedit  Abbas  Egelwinus  prefatam  terrain  Aclun  pro  alia  terra  quae  Beningworth 
vocatur;  quia  erat  juxta  Ecclefiam  fita.  Quam  Beningworth  Ecclefia  in  dominico  habuit,  quanto 
tempore  prefatus  Abbas  vixit.  Sed,  defun£to  eodem  Abbate,  Urfo  utrafque  terras,  Benninchworth 
videlicet  et  Aftun,  per  vim  invadendo,  retenuit ;  et  Ecclefia  omnino  injujle  perdidit. 

Hamptun,  et  Upton,  et  Wittun,  quidam  milites  Urfonis,  pro  fervicio,  tenuerunt  de  Ecclcfia.  Scd, 
poft  mortem  Abbatis,  Urfone  invadente  ipfas  terras,  nullum  fervicium  potuit  habere. 

Leinch  Bernardi  vocatur  quaedam  villa  juxta  Abbatiam  fita,  ubi  funt  iiij.  hidae:  ex  quibus  Ec- 
clefia habuit  ij.  hidas  in  dominico,  tempore  Regis  Edwardi.  Deinde,  tempore  Regis  Willielmi 
Senioris,  Abbas  Agehuinus  alias  duas  hidas  de  eadem  villa,  cum  pecunia  Ecclefiae,  a  Gilberto  filio 
Turoldi,  concedente  eodem  Rege  Willielmo,  emit;  multifque  annis,  vivente  eodem  Abbate,  Ec- 
clefia eas  fimul  in  dominico  habuit.  Defun&o  vero  eodem  Abbate,  fimul  has  iiij.  hidas,  favente 
fibi  Odone  Epifcopo,  Urfo  per  vim  obtinuit;  et  Ecclefia  eas  injujle  perdidit.  Aliam  villam,  quae 
Chyrch-Lench  vocatur,  de  dominico  Abbas  Walterus  fibi  eo  tenore  conceffit,  ut,  eo  vivente,  prefa- 
tam terram  pro  fervicio  teneret ;  et,  poft  mortem  ejus,  ad  Ecclefiam  rediret.  Poft  mortem  Abbatis 
Walterii,  nondum  hie  Abbate  exiftente,  Henricus  Rex  fervicium  Randulfi  fratris  Abbatis  fibi  con- 
ceflit,  quod  tamen,  ante  mortem  fuam,  quia  injufte  illud  invaferat,  coram  multis  teftibus  Ecclefiae 
reddidit.  Plures  fuerunt  aliae  villae  quas  Ecclefia  habuit  temporibus  Agelwini  Abbatis,  et  aliorum 
Abbatum  fibi  precedentium  ;  fed  Odone  Epifcopo  faciente  injujle  Abbatia  expoliata  exiftit :  quas 
Regis  Barones  plurummodo  habent,  et  Ecclefia  caret. 

In 
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In  thefe  extrads  from  Domefday  we  find  no  mention  of  two  capital  eftates  as 
any  part  of  the  Abbey's  poffeffions:  viz.  Badby  and  Newnham  in  Northampton- 
fhire,  and  the  eftates  near  Pcnwortham  in  Lancafhire.  The  former  is  expreffly 
laid,  in  the  lift  of  benefadors,  to  have  been  given  by  Canute,  long  before  the 
conqueft,  and  was  certainly  part  of  its  endowments,  at  one  period,  after  it. 
May  we  not  fufped  that  the  abovementioned  lift  was  drawn  up,  at  random, 
by  fome  retainer  to  the  Abbey,  who.  was  willing  to  make  its  pofleffions  of  as 
early  a  date  as  poffible,  that  they  might  feem  more  firm  and  incontrovertible? 

Pcnwortham 

In  Evejham  dedit  Robertus  Abbas  Willielmo  Camerarlo  unam  virgatam  terrae. 
In  eadem  villa  habet  Willielmus  de  Sevecurt  iiij.  manfuras,  fine  Capitulo. 
Item  in  eadem  villa  habet  Paganus  Clericus  v.  manfuras,  fine  Capitulo. 
Conftantinus  v. 
Einulfus  i. 

De  Burgo  xvj.  manfurae,  dono  Mauricii  Abbatis,  et  Rodberti  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo. 
Conjlantinus,  id  (sic)  es,  Radulfus  Difpenfator  iij.  virgatas  de  Villanagio,  dono  Rodberti  Abbatis, 
fine  Capitulo. 

Alboldus  dimidiam  hidam  de  Villanagio,  dono  Mauritii  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo. 
Willielmus  de  Sevecurte  tenet  Wejlune,  dono  Rodberti  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo. 
Idem  Willielmus  tenet  Hildeburthewethe,  dono  ejufdem  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo. 
Radulfus  Pincerna  tenet  Withlakesford  in  feudi-firmam  pro  iiij.  libris,  dono  ejufdem  Abbatis, 
fine  Capitulo. 

Idem  Radulfus  tenet  Graftun,  dono  Mauritii  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo. 

In  Huniburge  habet  Paganus  Clericus  i,  hidam  de  villanagio,  dono  Mauritii  Abbatis,/n<?  Capitulo. 

In  Evejham  habet  Robertus  Smalbert  unam  manfuram,  dono  Roberti  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo. 

Glouc. — S.  Mariae  Bortone,  x.  hidas ;  Bradewell,  x.  hidas  ;  Malgarefbury,  ix.  hidas ;  Swelle,  iij. 
hidas;  et  i.  hidam  ad  Wicruennam.  Willarfei,  viij.  hidas.  Wejlone,  iij.  hidas.  Stoke,  ij.  hidas. 
Hedicote,  iij.  hidas.    Tatleflhorp,  vij.  hidas. 

N.  B.  This  feems  to  have  been  added  to  the  bottom  of  the  page,  and  to  have  little  connexion  with  what  precedes  or  follows  it. 

Simon  Difpenfator  tenet  Ulebergam  pro  xxv\  lblidis,  dono  Rodberti  Abbatis,  fine  Capitulo,  et  fuper 
fixcommunicationem  Sanilce  Maria  et  S.  Egxvini .patris  nojlu. 

Willielmus  Silvanus  tenet  i.  hidam  apud  Goldoram,  (sic)  pro  x.  folidis  ad  firmam  per  annum,  et 
detinet  cenfum  per  vim,  defeclu  Abbatum. 

In  Achejlench  habet  Willielmus  Meldrope  dimidiam  hidam,  dono  Rodberti  Abbatis,  contradicente 
Capitulo. 

Randulfus  frater  Abbatis  Walterii  habet  in  Withelega  iij.  hidas  de  dominio.  In  Kinewartuna  iij. 
hidas  de  dominio.  In  Stoke  ij.  hidas  de  dominio.  In  Liteltona  ij.  hidas  et  dimid.  In  Bretfortona 
iij.  hidas  et  i.  virgatam,  dono  Walterii  Abbatis,  contradicente  Capitulo, 

Willielmuf 
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Penwortham  and  its  adjacencies  were  certainly  given  after  the  conqueft.  — 
There  are  however  two  places,  called  in  the  founder's  charter  Mayeldefbeordy 
and  Sildfwick,  to  the  names  of  which  I  can  find  no  refemblance  either  in 
Domefday,  or  in  the  modern  appellations  of  villages,  in  any  of  thofe  counties 
where  the  Abbey  had  eftates. 

Our  enquiry  into  the  remaining  part  of  the  eftates  of  this  foundation  will 
not  be  very  long.  Its  acquirements  after  the  conqueft  do  not  feem  to  have 
increafed  with  the  rapid  proportion  in  which  they  were  accumulated  before 

that 

Willielmus  Seneckallus  habet  apud  Baddefeiam  v.  virgatas;  ex  hiis  iij.  funt  de  dominio  et  geldant : 
ij.  funt  libera. 

Willielmus  de  Dunitune  habet  in  Dunitona  v.  virgatas  et  dimid.  de  dominio,  et  fedet  in  dominica 
manfione  Abbatis,  dono  Walterii  Abbatis,  contradlcente  Capituh. 

Hugo  T'ravers  habet  v.  virgatas  in  Lheltona  de  dominio,  dono  Walterii  Abbatis  fine  Capituh. 
Hugo  de  Bretfortun  habet  in  Bretfortun  ij.  hidas  et  dimid.  dono  Walterii  Abbatis,  fine  Capituh. 

[To  this  fucceeds  a  lift  of  the  names  of  certain  knights  or  foldiers  of  the  king  who  held  of  the 
Evefham  church  above  fixty-four  hides ;  without  performing  any  fervice  for  them,  but  to  the  king. 
It  then  proceeds  as  follows:] 

In  Londiniis  Ecclefia  S.  Michaelis  de  Cornhulle  pertinet  ad  Ecclefiam  de  Evejham  cum  tribus  do- 
mibus,  et  reddit  annuatim  Ecclefiae  ij.  marcas,  et  femel  in  anno  ignem,  falem,  et  litariam. 

Ecclefia  de  Hildendona  habe  i.  hidam.  Dimidium  hidae  eft  de  dominio  Domini,  quam  Milo 
Crifpin  dedit  Waltero  Abbati  ad  faciendum  hofpitium  fuum  ;  et  predidta  dimidia  hidae  pertinet  ad 
Ecclefiam.  Ipfam  Ecclefiam  dedit  Ecclefiae  Evejham  Brian  fil.  Comitis ;  et  reddit  annuatim  i. 
marcam,  et  unum  hofpitium  invenit  integrum  Abbati  per  annum  ;  et,  fi  iterum  venerit,  ignem, 
falem,  et  litariam. 

In  Wirecejlerfre,  xx.  hidas,  et  v.  hidas,  etdim.  hid.  et  xij.  acras. 

In  Glocejlerfre,  Lvj.  hidas. 

In  Warrewicfire,  xx.  hidas,  et  I.  virgatam. 

In  Norhamtonfire,  iiij.  hidas. 

In  Staffordfire,  ij.  hidas. 

Summa  C.  et  Lvj.  hidas,  et  dimid.  hidam,  et  f.  virg.  et  xn.  acras. 

The  intelligent  reader  will  eafily  perceive  that  thefe  extrafts,  though  they  quote  feveral  fen- 
tences  word  for  word  from  Domefday,  are  by  no  means  a  copy  from  it,  but  rather  an  enumeration 
of  the  heavy  loffes  the  Abbey  had  fuftained  by  means  of  the  Norman  Abbots;  who,  prefuming 
probably  on  the  king's  partiality,  had  enriched  their  friends  and  dependants  with  its  poffcffions. 
— Befides  being  a  curiofity  in  themfelves,  thefe  extra&s  throw  conCderable  light  on  the  nature  of 
our  ancient  tenures. 
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that  time.  Ecclefiaftical  emoluments  will  moft  of  all  fwell  our  account ;  as, 
in  thefe,  much  affiftance  is  derived  from  the  extenfive  collections  of  Dr. 
Nafh:  to  which  however  confiderable  additions  are  made  from  other  quarters. 
Thefe  extracts  will  tend  to  elucidate  likewife  the  temporal  poffeflions  of  the 
Abbey,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  {hew  their  ftate  at  the  prefent  time. 


Churches  in  and  near  Eve/ham,  of  which  the  Abbots  of  that 
place  were  once  the  proprietors. 


I.  All  Saints,     7  T  N  Evejkam :  —  both  formerly  appropriated  to  the 

II.  St.  Lawrence,}  X  Abbey,  to  which  they  ferved  as  fubordinate  chapels. 
The  priefts  who  ferved  them  were  called  chaplains,  and  had  the  fame  allow- 
ance with  the  monks.  They  are  now  united  ;  and,  as  St.  Lawrence  is  almoft 
in  ruins,  induction  to  All  Saints  only  is  taken.  The  vicar  is  fupported  by 
the  Eafter  offerings,  and  the  contribution  of  the  inhabitants. 

III.  Bengworth: — where  is  a  very  ancient  church  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  or 
which,  as  well  as  of  the  two  former  churches,  a  farther  account  will  hereafter 
be  given. 

IV.  Hampton,  magna  et  parva.  —  The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew, 
was,  after  the  diflblution,  annexed  to  Chrijl  Church  College,  Oxford.  In  this 
church,  according  to  Mr.  Habingdon,  there  was  formerly  fome  curious  painted 
glafs,  alluding  chiefly  to  its  connexion  with  the  Abbey.  This  has,  long  fince, 
been  deftroyed. 

V.  Bradforton. — The  church  is  dedicated  to  Si?.  Leonard,  and  the  living 
was,  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  appropriated  to  Thomas  Hareward.  The 

manor 
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manor  continued  with  the  crown  till  about  the  fame  period ;  when  it  was 
given  to  the  famous  earl  of  Leicefter,  from  whom  his  brother,  Ambrofe  Dudley, 
earl  of  Warwick,  inherited  it.  Afterwards  it  paffed  through  various  hands. 
In  Mr.  Habingdons  time  it  was  held  by  a  William  Canning,  It  now  [1779] 
belongs  to  William  Lutwyche,  Efq.  of  Lutwyche,  in  Staffordfhire. 

VI.  Church-Honeyborn.  —  This  living,  after  the  dhTolution,  was  granted  to 
the  Carell  family,  of  Harting,  in  Suffex.  It  was  left  by  Sir  Thomas  Carell  be- 
tween two  daughters,  his  coheireffes.  One  of  thefe  daughters  was  married  to 
Richard,  vifcount  Molineux  ;  the  other  to  Henry  Parker,  lord  Morley.  Thomas 
Habingdon,  of  Hindlip,  by  marrying  lord  Morley 's  daughter,  afterwards  in- 
herited it :  from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  Comptons  of  Hartbury. — The 
lands  in  this  parifti,  after  the  diffolution,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  given  to 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminfter  ;  the  reft  to  Philip  Hoby,  knight,  of  Bif- 
ham,  in  Berkfhire.  The  manor  of  Poden,  likewife  in  this  parifh,  was  once 
the  property  of  the  Hobys  ;  but  now  of  Walwyn  Graves,  Efq.  of  Mickleton,  in 
Gloucefterfhire,  grandfon  to  the  very  refpeclable  antiquary  and  hiftorian 
Richard  Graves,  Efq. — The  inhabitants  of  Honeyborn  had,  while  connecled 
with  the  Abbey,  feveral  cuftoms  remarkable  enough  to  merit  notice.  Some 
account  of  one  of  thefe,  a  yearly  proceffion  to  the  Abbey,  I  give  from  a  Latin 
paper  preferved  by  Dr.  Nafh  in  his  account  of  this  parifh. 

"  Eugenius  bifhop,  kc.  —  to  the  beloved  fons  of  God  the  Abbots  of 
Wynchecombe,  and  Gloucejler,  and  Hayles,  in  the  diocefe  of  Worcefter,  health 
and  apoftolic  bcnediclion. — It  appears  from  a  petition  lately  exhibited  to  us, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  of  Honiborn  have,  for  thefe  fix  and  twenty 
years  paft,  continued  a  cuftom,  —  that  one  peifon  from  every  houfe  there 
fhould  annually  in  Pentecoft,  go  in  proceffion  to  the  Monaftery  of  Evejham 
with  a  crofs  and  banners  carried  before  them,  and  there  pay  feverally  the 
fum  of  one  farthing  for  each  houfeholder  in  that  parifh.  But  as  it  appears 
that  many  other  tenants  and  dependants  of  the  above  Monaftery  are  alfo  ac- 
cuftomed  to  go  thither  in  proceffion  at  the  fame  time,  and  that,  by  their 
meeting  in  the  way  thither  with  each  other,  many  grievous  contentions  and 
quarrels  have  arifen,  through  each  party's  endeavours  to  vindicate  for  them- 

felves 
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felves  the  honour  of  precedency,  and  that  from  thence  many  mutilations, 
and  even  many  murders  have  arifen  :  —  to  avoid  in  future  thefe  dangerous 
diffenfions,  we  ordain  that  they  now  ceafe  from  their  long-eftablifhed  cuftom 
of  proceffion  ;  but  that  they  neverthelefs  continue,  as  before,  to  pay  each 
houfeholder  one  farthing  to  the  above  Monaftery,  at  the  accuftomed  feafon 
of  Pentecoft.  As  moreover  it  is  afferted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity, 
that  the  aforefaid  village  is  diftant  about  three  miles  from  the  Monaftery, 
and  that  the  above  tenants  and  dependants,  fufficiently  numerous  in  them- 
felves,  and  moreover  elated  by  a  confidence  in  the  favour  of  their  lords  the 
Abbot  and  reft  of  the  Monaftery,  have  not  feared  to  erecl  the  horn  of  pride 
and  defiance  againft  the  faid  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  through  which  they 
were  ufed  to  pafs,  we  have  been,  on  the  part  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  humbly 
fupplicated  that  we  would  deign  to  provide  for  their  future  fecurity  by  guard- 
ing againft  evils  and  dangers  of  this  kind."  —  The  paper  then  finifties  by  pro- 
hibiting thefe  curious  proceffions,  and  threatening  with  excommunication 
thofe  who  fhall  dare  to  perfevere  in  them. 

VII.  Offenham.  — The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St,  Millburgh, 
After  the  diffolution  the  profits  of  the  living  devolved  to  Chrijl  Church  College, 
in  Oxford.  This  college  ftill  prefents  to  the  curacy,  but  neither  inftitution 
or  induction  are  now  ufed. — The  landed  property  was  firft  granted  to  Sir 
Philip  Hoby,  whofe  nephew  Sir  Edward  Hoby  fold  it.  It  afterwards  came  into 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Hazlewoods,  From  them  it  paffed  into  feveral  hands. 
Part  however  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Freeman,  and  this  devolved  to  Mr.  Bund, 
—  Richard  Bromefgrove,  Abbot  of  Evefham,  about  the  year  141 8,  built  a  new 
room  at  Offenham;  with  a  window  of  fine  painted  glafs,  reprefenting  the  fa- 
lutation  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  He  alfo  completely  repaired  the  chapel  of  the 
manor-houfe  there,  at  the  expence  of  three  and  twenty  pounds.  We  are 
alfo  informed  by  Leland,  that  Clement  Lichfield,  the  laft  Abbot  but  one,  built 
(or  rather  rebuilt,)  an  houfe  in  this  parifn  which  had  always  been  a  fort  of 
country  refidence  for  the  Abbots  of  Evejham.  Finding  the  diffolution  of  his 
Abbey  inevitable,  he  refigned ;  and  retiring  altogether  to  this  place,  probably 
died  in  it. 


VIII.  The 
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VIII.  The  three  Littletons,  South,  Middle,  and  North,  all  belonged  (as  did 
likewife  their  churches  or  chapels,)  to  the  Evejham  foundation.  There  is  now 
no  church  at  North  Littleton  :  but  the  parfonages  of  the  other  two  belong  to 
Chrijl  Church  College,  in  Oxford.  —  After  the  dhTolution  all  three  were  given 
to  Thomas  Leigh ;  but  the  property  is  now  in  various  hands.  North  Littleton 
is,  at  this  time,  the  property  of  many.  Of  South  Littleton,  Lord  Coventry  is 
lord  of  the  manor  and  principal  land-holder.  Middle  Littleton  now  belongs  to 
Sir  John  Rujhout,  who  is  lord  both  here  and  at  North  Littleton. 

IX.  Norton  and  Lenchwick. —  Of  thefe  the  firli  only  has  a  church.  The 
great  tythes  of  this  were  by  Henry  VIII.  granted  to  Woreejler  cathedral.  Both 
parifhes  were,  at  one  time,  the  property  of  the  great  monopolizer  here,  Sir 
Philip  Hoby.  At  prefent  lord  Craven  has  the  manor  :  but  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Woreejler  prefent  to  the  vicarage. 

X.  Badfey  : — to  which  Aldington  is  a  chapelry.  The  church,  dedicated  to 
St.  James,  is  a  donative,  and  no  inftitution  or  induclion  is  required.  This 
church,  together  with  five  others  in  the  vale,  viz.  Hampton,  Wickamford, 
Middle  and  South  Littletons,  and  Ojfenham,  was,  by  the  pope's  authority,  ex- 
empted from  all  epifcopal  jurifdiclion,  and  appropriated  to  the  Convent  of 
Evejham  ;  which  received  the  tythes  of  the  whole  parifh,  and  ferved  it  by  one 
of  its  monks.  It  is  now  appropriate  to  Chrijl  Church  College  in  Oxford,  which 
appoints  a  ftipendary  pried. — Both  Badfey  and  Aldington  were  once  poffeffed 
by  Sir  Philip  Hoby.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  now  in  various  hands ;  the  latter  be- 
longs to  lord  Foley. 

XI.  Wicemford,  or  Wickamford,  called  Wickwan  in  the  charter  of  Kenred 
and  Offa,  and  Wiquene  in  Domefday,  was  one  of  Egwins  oiiginal  endowments. 
Th^  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baplijl,  and  was  granted  by  Henry  VIII. 
to  Chrifl  Church  in  Oxford.  The  property,  after  the  diffolution,  fell  to  the 
Throckmortons  ;  and  afterwards  to  the  Sandys  family,  where  it  now  remains. 

XII.  Omberjley,  called  anciently  Ambrejley,  (the  name  of  which  is  by  Ken- 
net  derived  from  the  famous  Ambrofius,)  is  alfo  to  be  found  in  the  original 

.     M  charters-. 
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charters.  The  Abbey  of  Evejham  obtained  the  appropriation  of  the  church, 
(dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,)  in  the  year  1326.  For  this  William,  then  Abbot 
of  Evejham,  paid  yearly  to  the  bifhop  of  Worcefter  thirty  ("hillings.  It  now 
belongs  to  lord  Sandys.  The  manor  fell  to  the  crown  at  the  diffolution  ;  and 
by  the  accounts  of  the  bailiffs,  it  appears  produced  then  the  yearly  fum  of 
one  hundred  and  fixty-three  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  two-pence  halfpenny. 
Through  various  hands  it  palled  into  the  Sandys  family,  who  frill  retain  it. 

XIII.  Oldborough,  called  formerly  Olberge,  and  which  is  the  fame  place  I 
prefume  that  is,  in  Egwin's  charter,  called  Ulbeory,  came  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Foley,  of  Stoke-Court,  in  Herefordfhire ;  from  whom,  through  va- 
rious hands,  it  palled  by  purchafe  to  John  Pejhall,  clerk  of  Guildford,  (I  fup- 
pofe  the  late  Rev.  Sir  John  Pejhall,)  for  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds.  — 
The  property,  at  firft,  belonged  to  Valentine  Knightly;  afterwards  to  Pack- 
wood,  Efq.  who  fold  it  to  the  truftees  of  the  earl  of  Catherlough. 

XIV.  Stoney,  or  Abbots  Morton. — No  account  is  given  by  Dr.  Nafh  of  the 
church,  or  the  hands  it  fell  into,  after  the  diffolution.  The  property  fell  to 
the  all-grafping  Sir  Philip  Hoby,  but  is  now  in  various  hands. 


In  WARWICKSHIRE. 


I.  T^INTON,  a  large  parifh. — It  was  given  by  St.  Egwin*  at  the  foun- 
_£j  dation  :  but  was  afterwards,  with  other  poffemons,  wrefted  from 
the  Abbey  by  Alferus,  or  Elf  ere,  who  expelled  the  monks  in  favour  of  fecular 
canons, 

II.  Wixford, 

*  The  fhort  notices  of  thefe  parifhes  are  chiefly  extraaed  from  Dugdale's  Warwickfhire.  But 
Binton  does  not  appear  among  the  founder's  acquirements.  The  place  called  in  Egwin's  charter 
Buchtun  feems  rather  to  apply  to  Burhtun,  or  Bourton  on  the  water.  Binton  is  however  noticed  in 
Domefday  among  the  Worcefterihire  eftates,  and  is  there  called  Bu'mtun. 
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II.  Wixford.  —  This  place,  in  the  Conqueror's  time,  (but  Domefday  ex- 
preflly  fays  in  king  Edward's  time,)  was  held  by  one  Wigot  or  Weyth.  This 
man  is  faid  to  have  been  grandfon  to  the  famous  Guy>  earl  of  Warwick.  This 
is  one  of  the  eftates  which  the  rapacious  Godwin  feized.  But  it  again  reverted 
to  the  Abbey  by  purchafe,  in  the  reign  of  the  Confeffor. 

III.  Ardens  Grafton.  — Here  the  Abbey  had  a  fmall  portion  of  land  given 
it  by  the  abovementioned  Wigot,  which  was,  in  964,  confirmed  to  it  by  Ujfa, 
his  heir,  who  was  buried  here.  This  date  differs  from  that  in  the  lift  of  be- 
nefaclors,  which  is  973. 

IV.  Weathle. — This  village,  fituated  near  the  river  Arrow,  is  among  the 
endowments  procured  by  Egwin  himfelf.  In  Domefday  it  is  called  Wilelie, 
In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  it  was  held  of  the  Abbey  by  Ranulf  Kinwarton.  In 
the  thirteenth  year  of  Edward  the  firft,  the  Abbey,  as  it  appears,  challenged 
a  court-leet  and  fome  other  privileges;  all  which  were  allowed.  In  the  reign 
of  Richard  II.  the  monks  added  to  their  poffeffions  here,  by  purchafing  from 
one  William  Patty,  a  freeholder,  two  meffuages  confifting  of  one  yard  land 
and  an  half,  and  three  acres  of  meadow-ground.  All  this,  at  the  dhTolution, 
fell  to  the  crown. 

V.  Samburn :  —  fo  called  from  a  little  fandy  brook  near  it,  was  alfo  given 
by  the  founder.  The  Abbot  of  Evejham,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  claimed 
here  the  fame  privileges  as  at  Weathle;  and  thefe  privileges  were  allowed. 

VI.  Kingle : — made  once  part  of  the  parifh  of  Kinwarton ;  but,  before  the 
fifth  year  of  Henry  III.  had  become  a  parifh  itfelf.  At  that  time  Stephen  de 
Ragley  granted  to  Evejham  Abbey  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  this 
place.  The  Abbot  here  likewife  claimed  the  fame  privileges  as  at  Sambourne 
and  Weathle.  He  had  moreover  at  this  village  an  affize  of  bread  and  beer, 
and  right,  by  prefcription,  to  erecl  a  gallows.  One  Richard  Borduit  is  re- 
corded to  have  deprived  the  monks  of  fifty  acres  of  the  land  they  poffefled 
here  ;  but  his  pretext  for  fo  doing  is  not  now  known. 


VII.  Hillborouglu 
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VII.  Hi'Jborough.  —  By  whom  this  was  given  to  the  Abbey  Cannot  now  be 
difcovered.  It  was  however  foon  wrefted  from  it.  In  the  time  of  William 
Rufus,  Robert,  then  Abbot  of  EveJJiam,  granted  it  to  one  William  de  Severcute* 

VIII.  Ilmington. — -No  land  here  feems  to  have  belonged  to  the  Abbey> 
The  church  was,  in  1291,  valued  at  thirty  marks  ;  out  of  which  one  mark 
was  paid  in  penfion  to  the  Abbey.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  it  was  va- 
lued at  thirty  pounds,  and  then  the  yearly  penfion  paid  to  the  Abbey  was 
only  fix  millings  and.  eight  pence. 

IX.  King's  Broom. — This  place,  which  ftands  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the 
Arrow,  was  given  in  71 1',  foon  after  the  foundation  of  Evejham  Abbey,  by 
Ceolred,  king  of  Mercia ;  and  was,  with  other  eftates,  wrefted  from  the 
Abbey  by  Odo,  bifhop  of  Bajeux,  and  half  brother  to  William  I.  Odo  gave 
it  to  one  OJberne,  who  mortgaged  it  to  Egelwin,  the  then  Abbot  of  Eve/ham, 
for  four  marks  of  gold.  As  he  could  not  pay  the  mortgage,  it  once  more 
reverted  to  the  Abbey.  When  both  Odo  and  Egelwin  were  dead,  the  heir 
of  OJberne  feized  it  again. 

X.  Saljord  "Prior: — lies  alfo  on  the  river  Arrow.  It  contains  Dunnington, 
and  two  other  hamlets.  A  fait  fpring  found  here  in  the  year  513,  gives 
name  to  this  place.  It  was  part  of  the  founder's  endowment,  but  did  not 
continue  long  with  the  Abbey.  In  Edward  the  Confeffor's  reign,'  Godiva, 
wife  to  earl  Leofric,  pofTelfed  it.  After  the  conqueft  it  was  given  to  the 
canons  at  Kenilworth,  at  which  time  the  then  Abbot  of  Eve/ham  fued  again 
for  it.  At  length  an  agreement  was  concluded  that  the  Abbey  mould  have 
thirty  millings  a  year  penfion  from  the  canons.  This  happened  in  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  Edward  I. 

XI.  Salford  Minor  :  —  was  given  at  the  foundation  in  709,  and  belonged 
to  the  Abbey  when  Domefday  furvey  was  made. 


FROM 
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FROM  the  accurate  and  very  laborious  refearches  of  bilhop  Tanner,  we 
are  informed  of  feveral  other  church  poffeffions  of  this  Abbey.  —  i .  The 
advowfon  of  Barf  or  d,*  in  Warwickfhire, —  2.  Of  St.  Michael's,  Cornhill,  in 
London, — 3,  Of  Corwelle,f  in  Oxfordfhire,  belonged  to  it.  4.  The  impro- 
priations of  Hillingdon,  %  in  Buckinghamfhire,  with  a  third  part  of  the  de- 
mefne  tythes, —  5.  Of  Ley iand,  in  the  diocefe  of  Coventry;  together  with 
the  appropriations  of — 6.  Badby,  in  Northamptonfhire,  —  7.  Muckletony  in 
the  diocefe  of  Worcefter,  and  of — 8.  Meryton,  in  that  of  Lincoln,  all  be- 
longed to  Evejham  Abbey.  —  This  foundation  had  moreover  a  penfion  of  ten 
millings  yearly  from  the  Kenilworth  canons,  over  and  above  (I  apprehend,) 
the  thirty  (hilling  penfion  compounded  for  at  Salford  Priors.  The  Abbot  had 
ecclefiaftical  jurifdiclion  over  many  of  the  churches  in  the  vale  of  Evejham, 
which  he  obtained  of  the  bilhop  in  exchange  for  the  advowfons  of  Klnwarton 
and  Wejlon.  All  offerings  made  to  the  flatue  of  St.  John  Baptifr,  in  South- 
Jlone,%  in  the  parifh  of  Stamford,  in  Worcefterfhire,  belonged  to  the  Evejham 
monks,  and  doubtlefs  many  other  ecclefiafiical  emoluments;  but  of  the  above 
only  are  there  proofs  extant  in  any  work  or  records  I  have  had  opportunity 
to  confult.  11 

Befide  the  eftates  enumerated  in  Domefday,  it  appears,  from  authentic 

records, 

*  For  the  vouchers  of  thefe  I  refer  the  reader  to  Tanner's  Notitia.  [pp.  618,  619,  and  620.] 

+  Ceded  to  orte  Alicia  de  Gras,  with  a  penfion  referved. 

%  For  this  church  there  may  be  feen  in  Kennet's  Parochial  Antiquities  [p.  151.]  the  charter  of. 
Brian  Fin-Count.    See  alfo  titles  of  charters  in  the  Appendix. 

$  There  is  (till  preferved  in  that  parifh  the  offertory  bafon  in  which  thefe  offerings  were  rer 
ceived,  with  an  infcription  very  difficult  to  make  out.  See  Dr.  Nafh's  pleafing  account  of  that 
place.  [Vol.  2.  p.  366.J 

||  It  appears  however,  from  the  title  of  a  charter  inlerted  in  the  Appendix,  that  they  had  alfo 
the  great  tythes  of,  and,  I  believe,  fome  land  in  Pikejlege,  qt  Pikejley,  in  Herefordshire. 
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records,  that  this  Abbey  had  lands  in  Grafton,  Coughton,  or  Cotton,  Ragley* 
and  Over/ley,  in  Warwickfhire  ; — at  Penwort/iam,  Farringdon,  Tilllngdon,  and 
Leyland,  in  Lancafhire  ; — tenements,  feparately  from  their  eftates,  in  Bartliam, 
Seynjbury,  and  Aldgate,  in  London  ;  and  two  virgates  of  land  in  Newnham 
Mary's,  in  Northamptonmire.  It  is  known  likewife  that  it  poffeffed  confider- 
able  eftates  in  Badby,  if  not  the  entire  manor,  f 

Confiderable  emoluments  likewife  muft  have  arifen  from  a  market,  and 
two  annual  fairs  at  Stow,  in  Gloucejlerjhire  ; — a  market,  and  one  fair,  at  Om- 
brejley,  in  Worcefterfhire ; — liberty  of  the  foreft  of  Feckenham;  a  right  of 
common  pafturage  at  Waleton,  in  Lancafhire  ;  —  free  wairenage  at  Badby, $  in 
Northamptonmire  ;  —  a  knight's  fee  at  AJion  Somerville,  in  Somerfetfhire  ;  — 
liberty  to  impark  three  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  Ombre/ley;  —  to  indole 
and  impark  part  of  the  foreft  at  Badby  ;  — and  the  liberty  of  the  entire  hun- 
dreds of  Salemonjbury ,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  of  Whitlaxf or d,%  or  Wicksford,  in 
Warwickfhire,  and  of  Blakenhurjl,  in  Worcefterfhire. 

Of  entire  manors  it  is  known  to  have  pollened  that  of  Ckedworth,  firft  with- 
out licence  from  the  king,  which  was  however  afterwards  obtained;  —  of 
Bengworth,  given  by  one  of  the  Beauchamps  ; — of  Ulleberwe  ;  (the  fame,  I 
apprehend,  with  Olberge,  or  Oldborough ;)  Muckleton,  Nether  cot  e,\\  and  Twely, 

in 

*  This  place,  like  Badby  and  Penwortham,  is  faid  to  have  been  given  before  the  conqueft ;  and, 
though  not  inferted  in  Domefday  as  part  of  the  Abbey's  pofleflions,  appears  again  afterwards  indu- 
bitably as  fuch.  [See  lift  of  benefa&ors.] 

+  The  memorandum  of  Sir  Philip  Hoby  likewife  fpecifies  fome  lands  in  Eiford  and  Slaughter, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucefter.  [Stevens's  Supp.  p.  463.] 

J  This  Abbey  had  a  right  o(free  warrenage  alfo  in  the  following  places: — Omberjley,  OJfenham, 
the  three  Littletons,  Honeyborne,  Hoddeho,  Bretforton,  Aldington,  Badfey,  Wikewan,  or  Wickamford, 
Hampton,  Bengworth ;  [in  Worcefterfhire.] — and  at  Willerfey,  Swelle,  Bradwell,  Donington,  Stowe, 
Mangerjbury,  Tatlejlrop,  Burton,  and  Clopton,  [in  Gloucefterfhire.] 

$  I  do  not  in  Domefday  find  any  mention  of  fuch  an  hundred.  Whitlaxford  or  Wicksford  itfelf 
is  there  placed  in  Fernecumbe  hundred.    But  thus  Tanner,  and  after  him  Dr.  Naflj. 

II  See  titles  of  charters  in  the  Appendix. 


ABBEY  AND  BOROUGH   OF  EVESHAM. 


87 


in  Gloucefterfhire ; — Tatlington,  Seinjbury,  and  over  Sydington,  Tydelmerton, 
Admifcote,  Exford,  and  probably  many  more  for  which  we  have  now  no  fuf- 
ficient  vouchers.  It  cannot  however  be  fuppofed  but  that  Badby,  when  they 
obtained  leave  fo  largely  to  impark,  muft  have  been  one  of  their  manors. 
Thefe  are  to  be  underftood  as  in  addition  to  thofe  places  in  Domefday,  which 
we  may  prefume,  from  the  mode  in  which  they  are  noticed,  were  alfo  the 
manors  of  this  foundation. 

But  this  detail,  efpecially  the  latter  part  of  it,  muft,  as  we  cannot  now 
appreciate  the  exad  value  of  thefe  polfeffions  or  privileges,  appear  vague  and 
unfatisfadory.  It  will  however  ferve  to  give  the  reader  a  general  knowledge 
of  this  Abbey's  ample  endowments.  What  in  reality  can  we  think  of  them, 
when  we  are  told,  from  undoubted  authority,  that  this  Abbey  loft,  within 
no  very  long  period  of  time,  and  without  any  material  derangement  in  its 
affairs,  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  manors,  and  three  appropriate  reclories? 

I  will  now  end  this  dry  and  tedious  fubjecl,  for  which  I  hope  the  follow- 
ing chapter  on  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Abbey  (more  perhaps  by  the  variety,  than 
the  nature  of  its  information,)  will  make  fome  amends,  by  inferting  from 
Stevens  an  exacl  account  of  the  profits  of  one  of  its  fmalleft  manors ;  —  that 
of  Salford  Abbots,  in  the  county  of  Warwick. 


Manor  of  Salford  Abbots,  in  Warwickshire,  parcel  of  the  pofTef- 

(ions  of  Evejham  Abbey. 


I.  '  I  1  H  E  rents  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Littleton,  Efq.  deceafed,  arifing 
X     from  one  mill,  now  dilapidated,  and  from  one  meadow  or  clofe, 
called  Mille-crofte,  amounting  yearly  to  one  pound  fix  millings  and  eight- 
pence. 

II.  The 
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/  II.-  The  rents  or  farm  of  a  portion  of  land  belonging  to  the  lordfhip,  ot 
twenty  fhillings,  and  of  one  meffuage  there,  and  of  one  virgate  and  an  half 
of  land,  called  Hindges,  let  to  Thomas  Sorrel  for  feventeen  fhillings  per  an- 
num;-—  one- pound  feventeen  fhillings. 

III.  The  rents  or  farm  of  the  grange-houfe  of  the  manor,  and  of  another 
portion  of  land  belonging  to  the  lordfhip,  and  of  a  meadow  called  the  farm- 
meadow,  let  to  John  Amarye, —  one  pound. 

IV.  The  rents  or  farm  of  orte  meffuage  and  of  one  virgate  of  land,  cal- 
led Meringe,  of  eight  fhillings,  and  of  another  meffuage  and  half  a  virgate  of 
land,  called  Wilden,  of  feven  fhillings,  let  to  the  above  John  Amarye,  —  fifteen 
fhillings. 

V.  The  rents  or  farm  of  another  meffuage  and  half  a  virgate  of  land,  cal- 
led Collects,  let  to  John  Rawlins,  —  eight  fhillings. 

VI.  The  rents  or  farm  of  one  meffuage  and  of  one  virgate  of  land  with 
its  appertinancies,  called  Hemes,  let  to  John  Heyward, —  fixteen  fhillings. 

VII.  The  rents  or  farm  of  two  meffuages  and  of  one  virgate  and  an  half 
of  land,  called  Hudges,  let  to  Richard  Emmes,  —  one  pound  four  fhillings. 

VIII.  The  rents  or  farm  of  one  meffuage  and  of  one  virgate  of  land,  cal- 
led Damaryes,  and  of  one  cottage,  called  Nortone,  let  to  Richard  Crowler,  — 
eighteen  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

IX.  The  rents  or  farm  of  one  meffuage  and  of  one  virgate  of  land,  called 
Hagemes,  let  out  to  John  Ballard, —  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

X.  The  rents  or  farm  of  one  cottage,  with  half  an  acre  of  meadow-land, 
let  to  Agnes  Webbe,, —  two  fhillings  and  eight-pence. 


XI,  The 
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XI.  The  rents  or  farm  of  one  meffuage  and  of  half  a  virgate  of  land, 
with  one  meadow,  called  Baxters,  let  to  Magaret  Merynge,  widow,  — nine 
millings. 

XII.  The  rents  or  farm  of  one  bake-houfe  let  out  to  Thomas  Merynge,  at 
the  will  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  —  one  (hilling. 

XIII.  The  farm  of  a  portion  of  the  tythe  of  hay  in  Salford,  which  lately 
belonged  to  the  almoner  of  the  Monaftery,  now  let  to  Edward  Mounteffed  and 
Sibilla  his  wife,  by  indenture  that  they  mould  yearly  pay,  —  fix  millings  and 
eight-pence. 

XIV.  The  farm  of  all  and  Angular  the  tythes  and  portions  of  tythes,  both 
great  and  fmall,  in  the  town  and  parifh  of  Salford  Abbots,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  (excepting  that  portion  of  the  hay  tythe  abovementioned,)  — 
three  pounds. 

XV.  The  perquifites  of  the  court  there,  and  other  incidentals,  amount- 
ing ufually  every  year  to  —  two  millings. 

The  whole  amount  is  twelve  pounds  nineteen  Jhillings  and  eight-pence.  This 
account  (it  being  without  any  date,)  feems  to  have  been  made  foon  after  the 
diffolution  of  the  Abbey. 

The  value  of  this  foundation,  as  eftimated  at  the  diffolution,  was,  accord- 
ing to  Stevens,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-eight  pounds,  nine  Jhillings  and 
ten-pence;  according  to  Dugdale,  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds, 
twelve  Jhillings  and  nine-pence.  For  very  evident  reafons,  (fuch  as  rents  paid 
in  kind  and  other  incidental  emoluments,)  we  may  fafely  chufe  the  higher 
number  of  the  two  ;  and,  even  at  that  eftimation,  fuppofe  it  greatly  under- 
rated. Now  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  conjecture,  that  the  value  of  money 
has  decreafed  in  rrgular  proportion  to  the  intervening  diftance  of  time,  (and 
yet  it  is  probable  this  decreafe  has  happened  with  a  continued  acceleration,) 
as  we  before  determined  it  to  have  been,  when  Domefday  was  written, 

N  about 
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about  twenty-three  to  one,*  it  mull,  of  courfe,  at  the  diffolution,  have 
been  in  the  proportion  of  /even  to  one*  The  annual  revenue  of  Evefham 
Abbey  will  thus  arife  to  the  fum  of  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-fix 
pounds,  at  the  loweft.  But  it  is,  on  every  account,  probable  that  if  we  had 
made  it  twelve  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  we  mould  (fill  have  fallen  far  fhort 
of  its  real  income,  f 


*  This  proportion  of  twenty-three  to  one,  which  I  have  met  with  in  feveral  writers  on  Englifh 
antiquity,  includes  within  it,  I  take  for  granted,  this  confideration  ;  —  that  the  value  of  the  Nor- 
man pound  was  equal  to  about  three  pounds  two Jhillings  of  our  prefent  money.  //  not  the  value  of 
this  foundation,  as  eftimated  by  the  Norman  record,  muft  be  taken  ftill  confiderably  higher. 

■f  Our  idea  of  the  value  of  this  foundation  will  be  prodigioufly  raifed,  (poffibly  too  much  Jo,) 
if  we  attend  to  the  valuation  of  another  monaftery,  that  of  St.  Alban's,  by  Udal.  At  the  diffolution 
that  abbey  was  valued  only  at  £2510  6s*  id. — u  If,"  fays  the  above  author,  "  all  the  old  lands 
were  united  together,  they  would  be  worth  at  this  day,  in  all  rents,  profits,  and  revenues,  about 
£ 200,000  a  year;  according  to  the  improved  rents  at  this  day."— Now  the  valuation  of  Evefham 
being  £1183  12/.  gd.  at  the  diffolution,  the  prefent  value,  according  to  this  mode  of  calcula- 
tion, ought  to  be  almoft  £95,000  per  annum. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INTERNAL  REGULATIONS  OF  EVESHAM  ABBEY. 

IT  will  not  be  eafy  to  devife  a  better  method  of  obtaining  a  complete  idea 
of  the  rules  and  eftablifhed  cuftoms  of  this  foundation,  than  by  laying 
before  the  reader  a  clofe  tranflation  of  the  Inftitutes  of  the  Abbot  Randulf; 
drawn  up  about  the  year  1223.  To  this,  any  occafional  fragments  of  infor- 
mation preferved  by  Stevens  and  other  antiquaries,  may  be  compendioufly 
fubjoined,  in  the  form  of  notes.  The  original  caufe  of  this  body  of  Inftitutes 
was  a  difpute  which  arofe  between  the  abovementioned  Abbot,  and  the  reft 
of  the  fraternity,  relating  to  fome  almoft  obfolete  regulations.  To  prevent 
thefe  contentions  in  future,  by  the  advice  of  the  ftrenuous  Thomas  de  Mark- 
berg,  fo  often  commemorated,  all  the  ancient  cuftoms,  before  traditional,  were 
collected  and  written  down  by  the  Abbot,  and  were  afterwards  fubmitted  to  the 
pope  for  his  approbation  ;  which  was  transmitted  through  his  legate. 

The  reader  will  fcarcely  require  to  be  admonifhed, — that  our  bufinefs 
here  is  merely  with  the  peculiar  regulations  of  this  foundation.  Moft  of  thefe 
are  probably  included  in  this  paper  of  Inftitutes,  if  we  except  perhaps  fome 
differencies  in  their  mode  of  divine  fervice  ;  in  which  refped  thefe  houfes 
often  varied  from  each  other :  but  upon  which  it  would  be  too  prolix  here 
to  dwell.  For  the  general  regulations  of  the  order,  Dugdale  and  the  Sup- 
plement of  Stevens  may  be  confulted,  where  all  requifite  information  on 
the  fubjecl  will  be  found.* 

N2  INSTITUTES 

*  It  mould  here  be  obferved  that  there  is  a  fort  of  abridgment  of  this  paper  to  be  found  in 
Dugdale,  [vol.  1.  p.  146.]  beginning  with  thefe  words :  "  Cum  Johannes  Dei  gratia,"  &c.  But 
that  evidently  contains  merely  the  heads  of  the  other,  though  perhaps  fomewhat  more  clearly  ex- 
preffed.    This  Is  doubtlefs  a  copy  of  the  original  inftitutes  of  Randulf  i  and  although  very  per- 
plexed 
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INSTITUTES  OF  EVESHAM  ABBEY,   WRITTEN   BY   THE  ABBOT 

RANDULF. 


TO  all  the  fons  of  our  holy  mother  the  church  to  whom  thefe  prefents 
{hall  come,  Randulf,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Abbot  of  Evefham  and  of 
the  whole  Convent  of  that  place,  wifheth  health  and  profperity  in  the  Lord. 
—  Since  we  have  been  thought  worthy  to  obtain  fiom  pope  Innocent  the 
third  a  confirmation  of  the  written  diftribution  or  affignment  of  our  rents  to 
the  various  offices  in  our  Convent ;  not  of  fuch  rents  as  we  pofTefTed  before 
the  time  of  that  confirmation,  but  alfo  of  fuch  as  we  have  fince  acquired  ;  we 
have  judged  it  of  moment  to  commit  to  pofteiity  in  writing  the  knowledge 
and  proper  diftribution  of  them  as  thus  eftablifhed  by  authority.  For  both 
by  pope  Innocent  the  fecond,  and  pope  Alexander  the  third,  not  only  thofe 
rents  which  we  pofTefTed  in  their  times,  but  fuch  alfo  as  we  might  afterward 
by  lawful  means  acquire,  were  granted  and  confirmed  to  us :  to  which  pri- 
vileges it  will  appear  from  thefe  our  regulations  and  cuffoms  that  we  are  jufily 
entitled.    The  Inftitutes  of  this  our  Convent  now  follow.* 

The 

plexed  in  ftile,  and  often  obfcure  in  other  refpe&s,  contains  many  more  curious  particulars,  and 
much  more  minute  information  than  the  other.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  original  Latin  in  Stevens, 
[Appen.  p.  128.]  who  copied  it  from  the  Cotton  MS.  Auguftus  II.  9.  The  abridgment  is  ftill'  to 
be  feen  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  with  the  ieals  of  the  Convent  affixed  to  it. 

*  With  refpeft  to  the  connexion  thefe  foundations  had  with  the  adjacent  towns,  and  the  jurif- 
diftion  ufually  claimed  over  them,  the  following  paper  accidentally  picked  up  at  a  grocer's  fhop 
at  Evejham,  by  the  publifher,  will  afford  confiderable  information.  No  diligence  however,  (and 
much  was  ufed,)  could  procure  more  of  it  than  is  here  given.  It  feems  to  be  part  of  a  depofition 
at  fome  trial  relating  to  the  privileges  of  the  town,  foon  after  the  diffolution  ;  but,  I  believe,  leffens 
the  power  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  Abbey  much  beyond  the  truth  :  or,  at  leaft,  what  they  originally 
were.   This  it  was  natural  enough  to  do  when  the  Abbot's  power  no  longer  exifted,  and  the  town 

was 
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The  Abbot  conftantly  refiding  within  the  limits  of  the  Convent  mall,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  ufage,  lead  among  the  brethren  a  regular  life  and  conver- 
fation  ;  and  fhall  manage  their  temporal  concerns  providently  and  faithfully 
to  the  beft  of  his  power,  and  fo  as  may  mod  conduce  to  the  utility  of  the 
church. 

The 

was  contending  for  privileges  which  it  might  now  take  to  itfelf  without  detriment  to  the  original 
po  {Terrors. 

 "  To  the  6th  interrogatory  he  depofeth  and  faith  :  —  That  the  faid  abbot,  bailiffs,  and 

rent- gatherers,  before  the  diffolution  of  the  faid  Monaftery,  had  no  government  or  rule  over  the  faid 
town  :  —  but  that  the  government  thereof  all  tended  to  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  town  for  the  time 
being. 

y.  —  To  the  7th  interrogatory  he  depofeth  and  faith :  — That,  before  the  diffolution  of  the  faid 
Monaftery,  the  faid  bailiffs  and  governors  of  the  faid  town,  for  the  time  being,  did  gather  and  re- 
ceive the  profits  of  the  markets  and  fairs  holden  within  the  faid  town,  and  were  the  governors 
thereof. 

8.  —  To  the  8th  he  depofeth  and  faith  : — That,  before  the  diffolution  of  the  faid  Monaftery, 
the  bailiffs  and  governors  of  the  faid  town  had  and  received  the  perquifites  and  profits  of  the  leets 
and  courts  there  holden  within  the  faid  town. 

9.  —  To  the  9th  he  depofeth  and  faith  :  —  That  he  never  knew,  in  all  the  time  of  his  remem- 
brance, any  of  the  abbots  of  the  late  dhTolved  Monaftery  ele£t,  make,  or  chufe  any  of  the  bailiffs 
of  the  faid  town ;  but  knew  of  his  own  knowledge  that  one  Clement,  fometime  abbot  there,  did 
requejl  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  that  one  John  Matthews,  then  the  chief  cook,  might  be 
chofen  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  town. — To  which  the  faid  inhabitants  anfwered  that  they  would 
not  feek  their  bailiffs  in  the  abbot's  kitchen.  Whereupon  the  abbot  promifed  them  to  provide  another 
cook  for  that  year  if  they  would  ele£l  him  bailiff,  and  did  fo  accordingly.  Whereupon  the  faid  inhabi- 
tants did  chufe  and  eleil  the  faid  Matthews  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  town. 

To  the  10.  11.  12.  13.  and  14.  he  cannot  depofe. 

15.  —  To  the  15th  he  depofeth  and  faith  :  —  That,  before  the  diffolution  of  the  faid  Monaftery, 
the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  town,  for  the  time  being,  did,  in  all  the  time  of  his  remembrance,  chufe 
the  two  fergeants  at  mace  within  the  faid  town,  and  the  bell-man  there ;  —  which  bell-man,  as  he 
).hinketh,  is  the  common  crier. 

To  the  16.  17.  18.  19,  20,  2i«  22.  and  23.  he  cannot  depofe. 

34. — To 
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The  prior,  fub-prior,  the  third  prior,  and  other  obedientiaries  of  the  order ; 
the  prior  of  Penwortham,  the  precentor,  dean,  facrijl,  chamberlain,  manciple,  the 
cellarer,  infirmarer,  almoner,  the  keeper  of  the  vineyard  and  garden,  the-in- 
fpeclor  of  the  church-fabric,  the  pilanciary,  and  the  attender  on  Jlrangers,  {hall 
all  be  chofen  in  the  general  council,  and  with  the  general  confent  of  the 
whole  Convent,  or  of  its  better  and  wifer  part ;  and  (hall  afterwards  be  by 
the  Abbot  of  the  faid  Convent  ratified  and  confirmed  in  the  chapter-houfe. 
If  (which  God  forbid ! )  any  one  of  thefe  (hall  behave  himfelf  difhoneftly  or 
imprudently  in  his  office,  or  (hall  manage  badly  the  affairs  of  the  fraternity, 
being  firft  corrected  for  it  according  to  regular  ufage,  he  (hall,  if  he  do  not 
amend,  be  afterwards  removed  from  his  office  in  full  chapter,  and  another 
fhall  immediately  and  in  the  ufual  form  be  by  the  chapter  appointed  in  his 
Head: — left  by  any  accident,  or  by  the  neglect  or  deceafe  of  the  Abbot, 
thefe  offices  fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  or  through  any  delay  in 
noticing  fuch  offences  due  fubordination  fhould  be  leffened  in  the  Convent, 
or  new  delinquencies  mould  by  fuch  neglect  arife. 

The  prior  and  the  aforefaid  fuperiors  of  the  order  mail,  affifted  alfo  by  the 
Abbot's  endeavours,  ufe  all  diligence  to  preferve  the  ftricteft  monaftic  difci- 
pline  according  to  the  rules  of  the  blefTed  Benedict ;  and  chiefly  they  fhall  take 
care  left  the  monks  fhould  have  in  their  poflefiion  any  thing  which  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  regulations  to  polTefs  ;  that  they  eat  no  where  except  in  the  re- 
fectory ;  that  their  pittancies  be  required  of,  and  dealed  out  properly  by  the 
almoner  ;   that  they  do  not  go  out  of  the  Convent  without  leave  of  their 

fuperiors ; 

24. — To  the  24th  he  depofeth  and  faith : — That  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  town  for  the  time  being, 
have  had  the  hearing  and  determining  of  all  debates,  controvetfies,  and  mij demeanours,  happening 
within  the  faid  town  in  their  fairs  and  markets  there  kept,  before  the  diffolution  of  the  faid  Monaf- 
tery ;  but  what  they  have  done  fince  he  knoweth  not. 

To  the  laft  interrogatory  he  cannot  depofe. 

Signed 

RICHARD  HOB Y, 
RICHARD  EGEOCK, 
WALTER  JONES." 
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fuperiors  ;  that  filence  be  obferved  in  all  places  where  it  is  required  by  the 
ftatutes  ;  and  that  they  frequently  confefs  their  offences,  but  to  thofe  only 
who  are  deputed  for  that  purpofe. 

All  thofe  officials  who  receive  the  rents  fhall  four  times  in  every  year  audit 
their  accounts  before  the  Abbot,  (or  whomfoever  he  may  appoint  in  his 
(lead,)  the  prior,  and  fix  others  of  the  fraternity,  three  of  whom  fhall  be 
nominated  by  the  Abbot,  and  three  by  the  Convent.  The  manciple  ihall  do 
the  fame  every  week.  Thefe  officials  while  at  home  fhall  be  confidered  as  a 
permanent  body,  and  fhall,  as  fuch,  attend  the  reft  of  the  fraternity  to  the 
church,  the  chapter-houfe,  the  cloifters,  and  the  refeclory ;  that  if  (which 
God  avert!)  any  defecl,  omiffion,  or  vacancy  mould  arife  in  any  of  the 
offices,  they  may  be  at  hand  immediately  to  fupply  for  them. 

No  one  fhall  at  the  fame  time  hold  two  feparate  offices ;  but  each  official 
fhall  have  an  affiftant  appointed  for  the  alleviation  of  his  labour,  and  as  a 
witnefs  of  his  diligence.  If  any  one  in  office  fhall  through  the  badnefs  of 
the  times*  expend  more  money  than  the  rents  allowed  to  his  office  will  afford, 
the  deficiency  (hall  be  fupplied  from  any  redundancy  that  may  arife  in  the 
other  offices.  But  if  none  of  them  fhall  have  the  means  of  making  up  for 
this  deficiency,  the  Abbot  himfelf  fhall  fupply  for  it  by  the  hands  of  the 
cellarer  for  exteriors.  If  moreover  all  the  offices  have  fufficient,  and  there 
fhould  be  any  refidue  left,  the  Abbot,  with  the  confent  of  the  chapter,  or 
the  greater  and  wifer  part  of  it,  may  difpofe  of  fuch  refidue  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  may  moftly  conduce  to  the  utility  of  the  Convent.  But  if  any  lofs  fhall 
accrue  to  thofe  rents  which  are  affigned  to  the  offices,  either  for  a  perpe- 
tuity, (which  God  avert !)  or  for  a  time  only  *  *  *  *  or  thefe  rents 
mall  be  entirely  loft  or  in  any  way  diminifhed,  the  Abbot  fhall,  by  confent 
of  the  chapter,  determine  on  fome  means  for  fupplying  thofe  on  which  the 
lofs  fhall  chiefly  fall  from  other  refources.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  lawful 
likewife  for  the  Convent  to  increafe  both  the  general  rents  and  thofe  affigned 
to  particular  offices,  to  acquire  new  or  augment  the  old  ones  by  any  juft  and 

equitable 

*  "  Propter  maliciam  temporis." 


\ 


96    HISTORY   AND   ANTIQUITIES   OF  THE 


equitable  means ;  and  either  temporally  or  for  a  perpetuity  to  exchange 
them  for  other  poffeffions  of  equal  value  and  utility  to  the  Convent. 

The  cellarer  for  exteriors,  or  fteward  of  the  Convent,  fhall  be  appointed 
by  its  members  and  by  the  Abbot  in  chapter.  His  office  is  (under  the  Ab- 
bot) to  take  on  him  the  whole  care  of  the  concerns  of  the  Abbey,  (excepting 
only  thofe  rents  which  are  affigncd  to  particular  offices,)  and  freely  to  ad- 
minifter  neceffaries  to  the  ufe  of  the  monks ;  fuch  as  bread,  ale,  broth,  fire, 
fait,  and  certain  other  articles  expreffed  in  the  Inftitutes.  The  cellarer  mould 
alfo,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  Convent,  provide  for  the  entertainment 
of  guefts  and  ft  rangers.  But  it  is  the  office  of  the  chief  cook  or  manciple 
to  provide  for  thofe  among  the  abovementioned  who  are  of  the  religious  or- 
der, in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  monks  of  the  houfe  ;  excepting  however 
the  Abbots  and  their  chaplains,  for  whom  nothing  fhall  be  by  him  provided 
except  on  fad  days :  fo  that  thefe  regulations  do  not  in  any  wife  affecl  them, 
unlefs  at  thofe  times  when  they  eat  in  the  public  refeclory.  But  the  cellarer 
fhall  provide  for  the  fervants  of  the  obedientiaries  of  the  Abbey,  and  admi- 
nifter  a  juft  and  proper  allowance  according  to  the  eftablifhed  regulations  of 
the  houfe.  This  officiary  fhall  moreover  be  accountable  to  the  Abbot  not 
only  at  the  four  abovementioned  periods,  but  as  often  as  the  Abbot  fhall 
think  proper  ;  and,  as  has  been  already  obferved  concerning  the  reft  of  the 
officials,  unlefs  he  behave  well  in  his  office  he  may,  at  the  juft  requeft  of  the 
Convent,  be  by  the  Abbot  in  chapter  removed  from  his  ftation,  and  another 
appointed  in  his  room. 

The  Abbot  fhall  preferve  entire  the  number  of  monks,  and  fhall  neither 
receive  or  rejecl  any  one,  either  for  a  time  or  for  a  perpetuity,  without  con- 
fent  of  the  Convent,  or  of  its  greater  and  wifer  part,  affembled  in  chapter. 
He  fhall  not  confer  any  church  or  other  rents  or  eftates  of  any  kind  to  any 
one  without  the  confent  of  the  chapter,  neither  fhall  he  difmifs  the  tenants 
or  hufbandmen  without  confent  of  the  fame.  He  fhall  likewife  obtain  the 
confent  of  his  Convent  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  eftates  which  may  have  been 
alienated,  either  in  his  own  time  or  in  that  of  his  predeceffors.  In  like  man- 
ner muft  he  confult  the  reft  of  the  Convent,  affembled  in  chapter,  both 

in 


ABBEY    AND   BOROUGH    OF    EVESHAM.  97 


in  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  caufes,  as  well  with  refpecl  to  the  mode  of  carrying 
them  on,  as  to  their  termination  and  decifion.  The  fervants  who  are  re- 
tained to  attend  on  the  monks,  —  thofe  of  the  infirmary,  taylory,  the  laun- 
dry, the  refeclory,  the  facrifty,  the  locutory,  can  be  appointed  or  removed 
only  with  confent  of  the  chapter,  as  before  fpecified.  But  all  this  is  to  be 
underftood  as  in  no  wife  affeding  or  interfering  with  the  regular  Inftitutes  of 
the  order. 

To  the  prior/hip*  belong  all  obventions  or  fees  under  common  feal ;  and  all 
the  tithes  of  Bengworth,  both  great  and  fmall,  arifing  from  land  belonging-to 
the  Abbot  and  monks  there  :  and  thefe  to  buy  parchment  for  the  writing  of 
books.  To  the  fame  office  belongs  alfo  the  hall  or  manor-houfe  of  Bengworth, 
with  the  crofts  appertaining  to  it,  the  garden  and  vineyard,  the  meadow 
which  lies  before  it,  and  all  thofe  mefluages  belonging  to  the  faid  crofts  which 
are  fituate  around  it,  from  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Algar,  as  far  as  the  houfe  of 
Walter  Bellard.  For  prior  Thomas,  by  the  common  confent  of  the  Convent, 
exchanged  for  this  eftate  a  certain  portion  of  land  at  Littleton,  which  he  had 
purchafed  of  Radulf,  the  fteward  there,  from  which,  at  the  time,  a  greater 
rent  was  paid  than  from  the  eftate  at  Bengworth.    On  which  account  it  was 

O  ordained 

*  The  laborious  Stevens  has  colle&ed  from  MSS.  in  the  Cotton  Library  many  curious  frag- 
ments relating  to  the  offices  of  this  Convent,  which  will  very  properly  ferve  as  notes  to  the  Infti- 
tutes of  Randulf.  The  following  relating  to  the  priorfhip  of  Penwortham  is  one  of  thefe,  extracted 
from  Vitellius  17.  fol.  240. 

"  Memorandum : — That  the  Convent  of  Evefham  fhall  have  from  the  priorfhip  of  Penwortham, 
yearly  againft  the  feaft  of  St.  Egwin,  fixty  falmons,  viz.  that  number  of  famlets,  or  four  and  twenty 
fifh  of  a  larger  fize  that  may  make  up  the  fame  weight.  Befides  thefe  the  faid  prior  fhall 
prefent  the  Abbot  with  two  large  falmons,  and  the  prior  of  Evejham  with  one.  The  prior  never- 
thelefs  fhall  be  allotted  one  out  of  the  former  quantity. 

Mem.  —  That  Radulf  of  Wylecote,  formerly  prior  of  Penwortham,  affigned  to  the  Convent 
for  the  expences  of  blood-letting,  fixty  fhillings  yearly  from  his  improved  rents ;  and  William 
de  Chiriton,  our  Abbot,  confirmed  this  affignment,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1320. 

The  fame  prior  was  accuftomed  to  fend  to  each  of  the  monks  one  whole  falmon." 
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ordained*  that  the  prior  for  the  time  being  fhould  ever  afterwards,  on  the 
anniverfary  of  the  aforefaid  prior  Thomas,  fuftain  thirty  poor  perfons  in  the 
locutory,  for  the  good  of  the  fouls  of  the  prior  and  the  reft  of  the  brethren; 
and  mould  moreover  find  a  wax-taper  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Wl/tan,  and  ano- 
ther on  the  feftival  of  St.  Cre dan,  to  burn  day  and  night  before  their  refpec- 
tive  fhrines. 

To  the  office  of  dean  belongs  a  corredy  of  one  fervant  of  the  cellar ;  and 
alio  the  collection  of  Peter's  pence,  wherefoever  the  bifhop  does  not  collecl 
them  :  from  whence  he  is  annually  to  pay  to  our  lord  the  pope  twenty  mil- 
lings. To  this  office  belong  likewife  the  vifitation  of  all  the  churches  in  the 
vale,  and  the  fees  of  all  caufes  appertaining  to  the  deanevy,  from  whence  the 
•  dean  is  to  furnifh  an  allowance  or  additional  pittance  to  the  Convent  on  the 
Sunday  on  which  is  fung  Mjfericordia  Dominu\ 

To  the  office  of  precentor  or  chanter^  belong  the  tithes  of  Stokes,  and  fome 

lands 

*  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  Bengworth  eftate  afterwards  increafed  in  value  fo  much  as  to 
exceed  the  other  in  its  yearly  returns.  Otherwife  this  donation  to  the  poor  would  feem  rather 
to  have  been  impofed  as  a  punijhment. 

f  Probably  the  89th  Pialm,  My  fong  Jhall  be  always  of  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  kc.  in 
which  cafe  however  it  fhould  be  Miferieordiam,  or  Mifericordias  Domini. 

%  "  To  the  office  of  precentor  it  appertains  to  deliver  out  the  arms  [armaria]  to  the  care  of  the 
young  men,  and  to  fee  the  fame  be  repaired.  When  the  Convent  fhall  meet  in  the  cloifter  [I  pre- 
iiime, — the  library  which  was  over  one  fide  of  the  cloijler  is  here  meant,]  he  fhall,  on  hearing  the 
fignal  given,  go  round  the  cloijler  and  replace  the  books,  if  by  chance  any  one  fhall  have  forgotten 
lb  to  do.  He  muft  alfo  take  the  charge  of  all  the  Convent's  books,  and  have  them  in  his  keeping, 
provided  his  ftudies  and  knowledge  be  fuch  as  make  him  worthy  of  the  office.  No  one  fhall  take 
out  a  book  without  its  being  written  down  in  his  roll  or  lift ;  nor  fhall  any  book  be  lent  without 
a  proper  memorandum  of  it,  which  memorandum  likewife  fhall  be  written  down  in  his  book. 
It  is  alfo  his  concern  to  prevent  any  negligence  from  taking  place  in  the  duties  of  the  Convent. 
If  any  one  through  forgetfumefs  fhall  negleft  to  begin"  [finging  in  the  choir]  "  when  he  ought  to 
begin,  or,  having  begun  well,  fhall  afterwards  deviate  from  the  proper  chaunt,  it  is  his  office  to 
make  him  begin  in  proper  time,  or,  in  cafe  he  is  wrong,  correct  his  miftake.  He  fhould  more- 
over 
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lands  in  Hampton,  from  whence  it  receives  yearly  five  millings ;  and  fome 
other  lands  in  Alcejler,  producing  about  as  much.  From  this  fund  he  is  to 
find  parchment  for  briefs,  and  for  charters  or  leafes  to  be  figned  by  the  com- 
mon feal,  for  the  briefs  of  deceafed  brethren,  and  alfo  ink  for  the  writers  of 
the  Monaftery ;—  colours  for  the  illumination  of  books,  —  neceffaries  for 
binding  them,  and  for  all  needful  repairs  of  the  organs. 

To  the  facrt/ly  belong  fix  chapels  in  the  vale :  namely,  thofe  of  Norton, 
Lenthewike,  Morton,  and  Uffeham,  and  two  in  Eve/ham ;  of  which  two  laft, 
viz.  All  Saints  and  St.  Lawrence,  the  chaplains  ought  to  have  daily  from  the 
cellar  and  buttery,  bread  and  beer,  in  like  proportion  with  the  monks.  The 
facrift  ought  alfo  to  provide  for  the  fuftenance  of  one  fervant  in  the  fame 

O  2  manner 

over  notify  to  the  Abbot  beforehand  all  the  chaunts  which  he  is  to  fing  and  lead  off  with  in, 
the  choir.  Whoever  is  to  read  or  fing  in  the  Monaftery  fhould,  if  he  receive  no  notice  from 
him  before  the  time,  liften  to,  and  follow  his  leading  off.  The  care  likewife  of  the  briefs,"  [in 
this  inftance  meaning,  I  apprehend,  meffages  and  letters,]  "  which  are  accuftomed  to  be  fent  out 
from  the  Monaftery,  devolves  upon  him ;  as  well  as  of  many  other  things  expreffed  in  the  Infti- 
tutes.  There  alfo  belongs  to  this  office  of  precentor  that  apartment  in  the  court  which  is  near  the 
prior's  (table,  viz.  a  good  chamber  above,  and  one  beneath,  with  a  ftable  over  againft  it,  and  two 
car  elates  [careflata]  of  hay,  and  one  caraSlate  of  beans  and  peafe  annually  to  be  received  from 
the  lord  Abbot.  — By  his  office  he  ought  alfo  to  ride  with  the  younger  brethren  as  often  as  they 
fhall  ride  out  pro  ordinibus  fufcipiendis ;  at  their  expence  however  both  with  refpeft  to  the  horfes 
and  other  matters. — The  precentor  ought  moreover  to  provide  and  prepare  *  *  *  *  thofe 
fcriptural  texts  and  reprefentations,  [fcriptura  tabule,]  which  are  made  ufe  of  in  the  feven  feftivals, 
viz.  at  Chriftmas,  the  depofition  of  St.  Egwin,  Eafter,  Pentecoft,  the  Affumption  of  the  bleffed 
Mary,  the  tranfiation  of  St.  Egwin,  and  the  feaft  of  All  Saints;  for  which  fervice,  as  well  as  for 
his  other  labours  during  thefe  feftivals,  he  fhall  receive  at  each  of  them  one  prychpot,"  (the  reader 
muft  appeal  to  much  deeper  antiquaries  than  myfelf  for  the  explanation  of  this  odd  word,)  "  and 
four  of  the  fmaller  fort  of  loaves  baked  for  the  monks.  —  It  is  the  precentor's  office  alfo  on  the 
feven  principal  feftivals  to  carry  to  the.  Abbot  the  book  of  legends,"  [fo  I  underftand  legevdam  here 
to  imply,  rather  than  the  fcriptures  or  the  miffal,]  "  that  he  may  appoint  what  part  fhould  be  read 
at  matins."  [In  this  place  fome  words  ore  effaced  in  the  MS.  It  concludes  with  the  following 
paHage  which,  both  from  inconnexion  and  obfeurity,  1  chufe  to  give  in  the  original  words.] 
*  *  *  *  "  note  fuerit,  quam  le&ionem  Precentor  debet  audire  fecundum  librum.  Et  no- 
tandum,  quod  quanducumque  luerit  pvcceffio  in  villa,  Precentor  habet  affignare  canti  latamas  (sic) 
tres  vel  plures  inter  hos  aut  illos,  fecundum  difcretionem  et  habilitatem  vecum."  [Stevens's 
Appen.  p.  140.  copied  from  Viteliius  E.  17.  fol.  252.] 
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manner  as  the  Abbot's  fervants  are  provided  for,  and  to  take  care  that  he 
fhall  have  fufficient  provender  for  one  hoife,  and  proper  forage  from  the 
grange. — The  facrift  moreover  fhall  receive  yearly  two  marks  from  the 
church  of  Baddebi ;  ten  millings  from  the  chapel  of  Withlakesford,  and  from 
the  meadow  at  Szlford;  half  a  mark  from  the  church  at  Weflon  ;  five  millings 
and  two  cakes  of  wax  from  the  church  at  Stawe  ;  five  pounds  of  wax  from  the 
church  of  St,  Alban,  in  the  city  of  Worcejler ;  and  three  marks  from  fome 
land  in  the  fame  city.  Thofe  {hops  [folda]  which  are  fituated  near  the  gate 
of  the  Monaftery  belong  likewife  to  the  facrifty.  He  receives  yearly  four- 
pence  from  the  premifes  of  William  the  fmith  ;*  [Fabri ;]  two  pounds  of  wax 
from  the  lands  of  Nicholas  the  cook;  [Cod;]  five-pence  from  the  land  of 
Matildis  in  Merjlowe  ;  f  fix-pence  from  the  land  of  Nicholas  the  facrift,  [Sa- 

crije,] 

*  It  is  difficult  always  to  diftinguifh  in  thefe  old  writings  the  occupation  from  the  furname  of 
the  perfons  mentioned ;  though  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  latter  frequently  owed  its 
origin  to  the  former. 

f  Befide  thefe  particulars,  I  have  procured  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum  many  additional  memo- 
randa of  the  revenue  belonging  to  the  facrift.  They  were  copied  from  fol.  10.  of  the  MS.  fo 
often  mentioned,  and  feem  to  differ  from  Randulf 's  paper  of  Inftitutes  rather  in  the  names  of 
tenants  than  in  the  eftates  from  which  this  revenue  was  drawn.  I  therefore  conclude  the  MS.  to 
have  been  of  fomewhat  later  date  than  the  Abbot's  performance.  I  fhall  infert  here  only  a  few 
of  fuch  articles  as  are  curious  and  may  intereft  the  antiquary. 

Capella  S.  Margaretce  debet  [Sacriftae]  annuatim  unam  libram  incenfi  per  manus  perfonae 
S.  Andres, 

De  curia  Abbatis  [in  Wirecejlre]  xL.  den. 

Aldivinus  Spich  xiiij.  den.  et  confuetudines  de  terra  iuxta  Aulam  piftam. 
Terra  Hugonis  vj.  den.  et  i.  falmonem. 

De  terra  Edgari  prefbiteri  in  vico  meretricum  xiiij.  fol.  et  iiij.  den. 

Sacrifta  habet  in  Hacchejlench  iij.  fol.  et  una  virgata  terrae  de  OJberto  libere. 

Idem  OJbertus  tenet  dim.  hidam  ut  equitet  cum  Sacrifla  in  equo  proprio  per  totum.  Duas  vero 
hidas  (una  virgata  minus)  habet  in  ufus  Sacrifteriae  Sacrifta  et  unam  hidam  in  bofco. 

Idem  habet  v.  fol.  de  terra  Henrici  de  Hamtun  ad  inveniendum  unam  lampadem  ante  altare  S. 
Thomae  Martyris. 
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cri/le,]  in  the  fame  place ;  fix-pence  from  the  lands  of  the  fenefcall,  [Senef- 
calli,]  which  before  were  Gerald's;  fix-pence  from  the  land  of  Bulet ;  thirty- 
pence  from  the  lands  of  Ferre;  two-pence  from  the  lands  called  le  Hofiere, 
in  Bruggejlrete ;  two  millings  and  four-pence  from  the  lands  of  William  de 
Tiwe,  in  the  great  ftreet ;  fix-pence  from  the  lands  of  the  fame  William  de 
Tiwe,  next  to  thofe  called  le  Hofiere,  in  Bruggejlrete ;  forty-pence  from  the 
lands  of  the  {reward,  [Difpenfatoris ,]  next  to  the  grounds  of  William  de  Tiwe; 
fixteen -pence  from  the  eftate  called  Gordans,  in  Cokjlrete;  two  millings  from 
the  lands  of  Reginald  the  fmith  ;  [Fabri ;]  eight  pence  from  the  lands  of  Wal- 
ter, next  to  them  ;  the  fame  fum  from  the  lands  of  Pate;  fixteen-pence  from 
the  lands  of  Nicholas  the  fuller,  near  the  water  ;  twenty-pence  from  the  lands 
of  Henry  the  fmith  ;  [Fabri;]  four-pence  from  the  adjoining  lands  of  William 
Tiwe;  fourteen-pence  from  the  lands  of  Simon  the  fmith  ;  [Fabri;]  eight- 
pence  from  the  lands  of  Andrew  the  cook  ;  [Coa;]  and  five  (hillings  from 
the  lands  at  Hampton.  In  Lench  there  belong  to  the  faculty  three  hides  and 
and  an  half.  In  Bretforton,  in  one  field  fifty  five  acres.  In  another,  feventy- 
fix,  which  are  demefne  land.  Of  the  villanage  lands,  five  virgates  and  an 
half ;  and  both  the  great  and  fmall  tithes*  of  the  fame  lands.  The  tithes 
alio  of  four  hides  in  the  above  pariih,  two  of  which  belong  to  Hugh,  and 
two  to  a  foldier  of  CoSton ;  the  tithes  both  great  and  fmall  of  nine  virgates  of 
the  land  of  Pagan,  in  Lutleton  ;  the  tithes  of  five  virgates  of  the  fenefchall's 
lands  in  Bade/eye;  the  tithes  of  a  certain  free  tenant  of  the  demefne  lands 

at 

*  There  is  in  Stevens  [Appen.  p.  134.]  a  minute,  but  not  very  interefting  account,  of  the 
tithes  for  which  the  paridies  both  of  Lench  and  Bradforton  were  anfwerable  to  the  facrifl  of  Evcjham; 
and  alfo  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  paid  them.  As  it  throws  but  little  additional  light  on  the 
Cuftoms  of  the  Abbey,  I  do  not  infert  it  in  full.  From  Bradforton  the  facrift  received  yearly 
forty-four  thraves  of  corn,  excepting  one  garb.  At  the  end  of  the  Lench  account  is  the  following 
general  memorandum. 

"  Summa  decimarum  fpiritualitatis  et  temporalitatis  Evelhamiae  in  epifcopatu  Wigornienfi 
xxx/.  11/.  ixd.  Inde  dominus  Abbas  folvit  xix/.  xvj.  vnd.  ob.  Et  conventus  x/.  vim.  id.  ob. 
Abbas  et  conventus  folvent  pro  medietate  in  archidiaconatu  Wygornie  xil.  xxs.  id.  Inde  Abbas 
vii/.  xvj.  — d.  ob.  q.  In  archidiaconatu  Gloceftriae  medietatem  decime  m/.  \is,  ixd.  Inds 
Abbas  xum,  xd.   Et  conventus  xxu.  xid." 
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at  Pikejley,  in  Herefordfhire ;  and  all  the  offerings  and  bequefts  to  the  altar 
at  Evejham.* 

To  the  altar  of  St.  Mary  in  the  crypts  there  are  to  be  furnifhed  from 
the  facrifty  feven  wax  tapers,  to  burn  continually  while  the  mafs  of"  our  lady 
the  glorious  Virgin  is  there  celebrated,  (two  of  which  were  from  the  earlieM 
antiquity  found  by  the  facrift,)  together  with  one  wax  light  to  burn  perpe- 
tually day  and  night.  For  the  fupport  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  above- 
mentioned, 

*  "  According  to  ancient  cuftom,  the  facrift  ought  to  furnifh  one  wax-taper  to  burn  continually 
before  the  great  altar.  By  the  new  regulations,  he  is  obliged  to  furnifh  another  to  burn  in  like 
manner  before  the  fhrine  of  St.  Egwin,  and  a  lamp  to  burn  day  and  night  before  the  tomb  of  St. 
Wlfin.  He  is  alfo  annually  bound  to  furnifh  to  the  Convent  a  pittance  of  falmon  and  an  allow- 
ance [caritas]  of  wine,  on  the  day  of  the  death  of  the  fame  faint. 

According  to  ancient  cuftom,  the  facrift  ought  to  find  two  wax-lights  daily  for  the  mafs  of  St. 
Mary ;  all  the  veftments  and  other  apparatus  of  the  altar  ;  'every  night  one  creffet  to  burn  till 
morning  before  the  altar  or  St.  Mary ;  and  one  lamp  to  burn  by  day  :  to  fupport  which  expences 
all  the  offerings  there  made  were  his  perquifites. 

By  the  new  Inftitutes,  he  is  obliged  to  furnifh  one  wax-taper  to  burn  continually  there,  and 
feven  others,  (including  however  the  two  abovementioned,)  to  burn  at  the  mafs  of  St.  Mary ;  to 
find  incenfe  daily  for  the  fame  purpofe ;  to  keep  one  lamp  continually  burning  by  day,  and  one 
creffet  by  night,  as  is  mentioned  before.  But  neither  veftments,  vafes,  or  any  other  apparatus 
for  the  altar  is  he  obliged  to  fupply,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  great  neceffity;  fuch  as  may  be  fuperin- 
duced  by  theft  or  by  fire,  which  may  God  avert  from  the  Monaftery!  Nor  does  the  facrift  now 
receive  the  offerings  made  there,  but  the  altar-keeper. 

The  facrift  ought  alfo  by  the  new  Inftitutions  to  find  yearly,  againft  the  feftival  of  St.  Wijlan, 
two  wax-lights  to  burn  day  and  night  before  his  fhrine,  and  two  againft  the  feftival  of  St.  Credan ; 
on  both  which  occafions  one  is  to  be  underftood  as  for  himfelf,  and  the  other  for  the  prior.  For 
the  fupply  of  thofe  for  the  latter,  the  newly-acquired  tenement  which  once  belonged  to  Galfrid 
the  fon  of  John,  between  the  tenements  of  Adam  le  Vejke,  and  of  William  de  Tywe,  near  the  gate 
of  the  Monaftery,  is  appropriated.    Its  value  is  twelve- pence. 

This  official  is  obliged  moreover  to  furnifh  a  lamp  to  burn  continually  before  the  altar  of  St. 
Mary,  and  this  from  the  tithes  of  the  ancient  lordihip  in  Acthejlend,  which  lordfhip  was  firft  ac- 
quired and  applied  to  the  above  ufe  by  Abbot  Thomas,  when  facrift.    To  the  fame  purpofe  all  the 

muftard- 
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mentioned,  Matter  Adam  Sortes,  when  facrift,  affigned  half  a  virgate  of  land 
w  hich  he  had  redeemed  from  one  Peter  de  Lewz ;  the  fmall  tithes  of  nine  vir- 
gates  of  land  in  Lutleton,  which  he  obtained  [evicit]  from  the  reclor  of  Little- 
ton church  ;  and  alfo  the  tithes  of  the  newly  cleared  wood-lands  of  Lewz, 
[de  ajfartis  de  Lewz,]  which  right  of  clearing  [ajfartandi]  the  fame  facrift  had 
acquired,  at  a  high  price,  from  many  perfons  who  had  a  right  of  common 
pafturage  there.  The  facrifts,  from  the  remoteft  antiquity,  had  been  obliged 
to  provide  one  crefTet,  which  burned  only  during  the  night.  One  lamp  to 
burn  perpetually  was  fupplied  from  the  tithes  paid  by  the  lordfhip  of  Lewz, 
which  prior  Thomas  firft  of  all  received  and  applied  to  that  ufe.  Left  the 
facrift  fhould  feem  overburdened  by  the  aforefaid  expences,  it  was  provided 
that  the  keeper  of  that  altar*  mould  find  all  the  veftments  and  other  necef- 

faries 

muftard-feed  belonging  to  the  Convent  is  appropriated  by  the  facrift.  The  whole  value  of  the 
above  is  five  marks  and  eleven  (hillings. 

The  eftates  and  rents  appropriated  yearly  to  the  altar  of  St.  Mary  in  the  crypts,  next  follow. 

Before  the  altar  of  St.  Mary  in  the  crypts,  according  to  ancient  cuftom,  one  lamp  ought  to 
burn  by  day  and  one  crefTet  by  night,  and  at  every  mafs  of  St.  Mary  two  wax-lights  to  be  lighted 
up ;  and  thefe,  as  was  faid  before,  the  facrift  always  fupplied.  But  by  the  new  regulations,  one 
wax-light  and  one  lamp  are  to  burn  there  continually,  and  one  crefTet  by  night  as  formerly.  In- 
cenfe  moreover  is  daily  to  be  Tupplied  at  mafs,  all  which  things  the  Tacrift  is  to  find ;  and  to  fup- 
port  thefe  expences  he  has,  as  was  before  mentioned,  certain  rents  affigned.  Befide  thefe,  at  the  ce- 
lebration of  the  mafs  of  St.  Mary,  twenty-four  wax-lights  ought  every  day  to  burn.  Of  thefe 
the  facrift  finds  fix,  the  fenefcall  of  Evefham  one,  and  the  altar-keeper  all  the  reft.  At  the  fame 
mafs,  there  ought  alfo  thirty-three  lamps  to  be  lighted  up,  which  lamps  the  altar-keeper  is  to  fup- 
ply.  He  furnifhes  likewife  all  veftments,  vafes,  and  other  apparatus  for  the  altar ;  and  the  facrift 
has  no  utenfils  to  fumifh  there,  excepting  in  a  cafe  of  great  neceffity  ;  fuch  as  may  have  been  oc- 
cafioned  either  by  fire  or  by  thieves,  which  may  God  avert!"  [Stevens's  Appen.  p.  146".] 

*  Stevens  has  fome  curious  information  concerning  the  altars  of  this  Abbey  and  their  confe- 
cration,  to  which  I  have  made  fome  additions  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and  fliall  infert  the 
whole. 

"  Memorandum: — That  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1295,  and  in  the  twenty-third  of  the  reign 
of  king  Edward,  on  the  17'di  of  the  kalends  of  January,  and  on  the  Friday  after  the  feftival  of 
St.  Lucia,  our  Monaftery  was  reconciled  [reconciliatum]  by  the  bifhop  of  Bangor.    Alfo  on  the 

morrow, 
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faries  for  it,  which  aforetime  had  been  fupplied  by  the  facrifts.  The  fame 
altar-keeper  ought  alfo  to  furnifh  thirty  lamps*  to  burn  while  mafs  is 
there  celebrating,  and  feven  wax-tapers ;  to  enable  him  to  do  which,  all  the 

muhard- 

morrow,  viz.  on  the  Sabbath,  the  16th  of  the  kalends  of  the  fame  month,"  [fo  in  the  original  ] 
"  the  four  altars  behind  the  great  altar  were  confecrated  by  the  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  who  on  the 
fame  day  held  an  ordination  [ordines  celebravit]  in  a  folemn  manner.  On  the  following  Sunday 
the  fame  bifhop  dedicated  the  church  of  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  Wednefday  following,  viz.  on 
the  feftival  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apoftle,  he  confecrated  two  altars  in  the  crypts ;  —  the  altar  of  St. 
James  and  of  the  Apoftles,  and  the  altar  of  St.  Blafe.  Alfo  on  the  Thurfday  enfuing,  he  jcon- 
fecrated  two  other  altars  in  the  crypts,  viz.  thofe  of  St.  Andrew,  and  of  St.  Benedict.  On  ano- 
ther Thurfday,  the  feftival  of  St.  Thomas  the  martyr,  he  confecrated  the  church  of  Bretforton ; 
and  on  the  morrow,  the  feaft  of  St.  Egwin,  he  dedicated  the  church  of  Honyburne.  On  the  Sab- 
bath, the  eve  of  the  circumcilion,  he  confecrated  the  altar  of  St.  John  the  Baptift.  In  the  fame 
year,  and  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Peter,  ad  vincula,  he  dedicated  the  church  of  Norton.  On  the  feftival 
of  St.  John  the  church  of  Baddefeye  was  alfo  dedicated ;  and  on  the  day  after  the  feaft  of  St. 
Egwin  he  confecrated  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary."  [Appen.  p.  141.] 

The  following  notices  are  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

"  Memorandum:  —  That  on  the  ides  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1357,  the  ve- 
nerable father  Reginald,  bifhop  of  Worcejier,  dedicated  the  greater  altar  in  the  chapel  of  the  manor- 
houfe  at  Ambrcfleye,  in  honour  of  the  Saints  Mary  Magdalene,  Anne,  Katharine,  and  Benedifl. 
The  fame  bifhop  alfo  on  the  fame  day  dedicated  the  lower  altar  in  honour  of  the  Saints  Egwin, 
Mary,  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  George,  and  Sebaftian. 

Memorandum:  —  That  on  the  9th  of  the  kalends  of  Oftober,  1358,  the  venerable  father 
Richard,  archbifbop  of  Nazarus,  confecrated  the  upper  altar  in  the  chapel  of  the  manor-houfe  at 
Ojf'enham,  to  the  honour  of  St.  Mary  the  glorious  Virgin,  St.  John  the  Apoftle,  St.  Thomas  of 
Canterbury,  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  St.  John  Baptift,  St.  Anne,  St.  Margaret,  and  St.  Martha. 
The  aforefaid  father  confecrated  alfo,  on  the  8th  of  the  kalends  of  Oftober,  the  lower  altar  which 
is  under  the  Abbot's  chamber,  in  the  fame  manor-houfe,  to  the  honour  of  the  ^Saints  Martin, 
Benedift,  Chriftopher,  George,  Leonard,  Mary  Magdalene,  Katharine,  Apolonia,  and  Winefrid. 
[Harleian  MS.  3763.  fol.  115.] 

*  The  following  charter  of  John,  Abbot  of  Eve/ham,  contains  fome  very  curious  and  minute 
information  concerning  the  cuftoms  of  this  houfe,  particularly  the  regulation  of  the  lights;  and 
.jninute  particulars  are,  after  all,  the  moft  acceptable  in  our  enquiries  into  remote  antiquity. 


»  To 
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feed  from  the  granges  was  affigned  over  to  the  facrift ;  all  the  offerings  made 
to  the  fame  altar  ;  two  (hillings  from  the  lands  of  Walter  Per,  near  the  biidge 
at  Eovejham ;   nineteen-pence  from  the  lands  of  William  Carpenter,  on  Riai- 

P    -  hulk; 

"  To  all  the  faithful  in  Chrift  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come,  John,  by  the  divine  per- 
miflion,  Abbot  of  the  Monaftery  of  Evejham,  and  of  the  Convent  of  the  fame  place,  eternal 
health  and  profperity  in  the  Lord. — Know  ye  that  we,  by  unanimous  confent,  have  given,  granted, 
and  by  this  our  prefent  writing  have  afligned  and  confirmed,  (for  the  falvation  of  our  own  foul, 
and  for  that  of  Thomas,  monk  of  Evejham,  and  our  prior,)  one  tenement  with  a  court  adjoining, 
purchafed  at  the  expence  of  the  above  Thomas,  to  the  office  of  fub-prior  of  our  aforefaid  Convent. 
This  tenement  is  fituated  in  the  High-ftreet  of  Evejham,  on  the  weftern  fide,  oppofite  to  the  gate 
by  which  carriages  enter  the  cemitary,  between  the  tenement  of  the  facrift  of  the  above  Monaftery, 
which  William  Fremon  inhabits,  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  tenement  of  the  pitanciary,  in  which 
refides  William  Weler,  on  the  other,  together  with  that  firft  chamber  fituated.  in  our  infirmary  for- 
merly in  the  occupation  of  John  Warwyk,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  entrance  to  the  infirmary,  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  aforefaid  tenement,  with  all  its  appurtenancies,  as  well  as  the  chamber  above- 
mentioned,  to  Henry  Bengeworth,  fub-pnor,  and  his  fucceffors  for  ever.  Neverthelefs  with  this 
condition,  that  the  fub-prior,  for  the  time  being,  fhall  furnifh  two  lamps,  one  at  the  gate  of  the 
locutory,  ante  Karulos,  and  another  before  the  gate  of  the  kitchen,  with  lights  in  them  continually 
burning  at  night,  from  the  time  of  complines,  in  honour  of  the  crucifix  there  placed,  and  for 
the  fake  of  the  proceffions  devoutly  and  frequently  to  be  made  by  all  of  us  before  our  collation  ; 
and  alfo  that  the  brethren  contemplating  God  in  the  cloifter  may  be  enabled  to  pray  more  de- 
voutly for  the  pardon  of  our  and  their  own  offences ;  viz.  from  the  feaft  of  the  tranflation  of  St. 
Egwin,  bifhop  and  confeffbr,  until  the  feaft  of  the  purification  of  St.  Mary,  as  often  as,  and  at 
thofe  times  on  which  it  may  be  neceffary.  With  this  provifo  however,  that  the  aforefaid  fub- 
prior,  together  with  the  third  prior,  fhall,  with  the  aid  and  affiftance  of  the  prior  himfelf,  ufe  all 
diligence  that  the  gates  of  the  cloifter,  towards  the  court,  be  (hut  as  often  as  the  Convent  fhall 
meet  in  the  cloifter ;  and  alfo  that  the  mafles  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  thofe  for  the  defunft,  fhall 
by  no  means  be  negle&ed  or  delayed.  But  if  it  fhould  happen,  through  the  negligence  of  the 
above-named  fuperiors,  that  the  gates  fhould  not  be  (hut,  or  that  the  aforefaid  maffes  fhould  be 
delayed  beyond  their  proper  time,  the  faid  fuperiors  fhall  become  liable  to  the  rebuke  and  admo- 
nition of  the  prior.  Or  if,  by  the  negleft  of  the  aforefaid  fub-prior,  the  faid  lamps  and  the  lights 
belonging  to  them  fhall  not  be  properly  fupplied,  or  fhould  be  negligently  lighted  up  on  any  of 
the  nights  before  fpecified,  we  ordain  that  luch  defecl  fhall  be  amended  and  lupplied  for  by  the 
prior  for  the  time  being,  and  by  the  Convent  at  large.  We  alio  ordain  and  grant  that  the  faid 
brother  Thomas,  prior  of  our  Monaftery,  fhall,  as  long  as  he  fhall  live,  poffefs  the  faid  tenement 
with  the  court  adjoining,  without  the  moleftation  of  any  one.  —  If  any  perfon  fhall  rafhly 
prefume  to  counteract  or  contradict  this  our  ordinance,  may  he  by  fuch  deed  incur  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  omnipotent  God,  of  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  of  the  Apoftles  Peter  and  Paul,  of  the 
holy  Egwin,  and  of  all  the  faints. — Given  in  our  chapter-houfe,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty,  on  the  feaft  of  the  decollation  of  St.  John  the  Baptift." 
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hulk;*  twelve- pence  from  the  lands  of  William  Ourry,  in  the  new  made  eftate 
which  lies  between  the  land  of  Albanida  Capis,  and  the  land  of  John  Gave/Ion t 
as  alfo  from  the  lands  of  the  wife  of  John  Caperis,  which  lie  between  the  land 
of  Philip  the  facrift,  and  the  lands  of  the  {aid  John  ;  the  whole  rents  of  the 
tenements  buil-t  upon  the  fpace  before  occupied  by  two  mops  and  an  half, 
toward  the  gate  of  the  cemitary,  and  of  the  houfes  built  over  the  piazzas  of 
three  (hops  and  an  half  in  the  great  flxeet,  near  the  gate  of  the  cemitary, 
towards  the  Abbey  gate ;  of  two  {hops  which  Adam  Sortes  bought ;  of  two 
more  which  prior  Thome  bought  near  thofe  of  Richard  de  Warwk;  of  the 
lands  which  M.  the  relicl  of  Credan,  gave  to  the  Monaftery  ;  of  all  thofe 
lands  in  Eovejham  which  were  once  the  property  of  Richard  de  Kent ;  of  fome 
lands  in  Stretford ;  two  (hillings  from  the  eftate  at  Radeford;  two  millings  from 
the  eftate  at  Strengejham  ;  and  laftly,  two  fhillings  from  the  eftate  at  Marcleye. 

To  the  almery  belong  two  bake-houfesf  in  Eovejham,  a  third  in  Benigwithe, 
and  all  thofe  bake-houfes  in  the  valley  in  which  cuftomers  are  ufed  to  bake 
bread  ;  the  tithes  of  hay  of  William  de  Tiwe,  of  Roger  Alard,  and  of  Ernald 
Cambralang;  half  a  mark  from  the  land  of  John  de  Kent,  in  Eovejham;  four 

fhillings 

*  There  is  much  obfcurity  and  confufion  in  this  part  of  the  original,  which  extends  a  con- 
fiderable  way.  I  have  been  obliged  fometimes  to  alter  the  mode  of  punctuation  to  make  any  fenfe 
at  all  of  it. 

f  The  following  memoranda  are  to  be  found  in  Latin,  in  Dr.  NaftVs  collections,  [Vol.  i. 
p.  420.] 

"  Mem.  —  That  it  appears,  from  a  vifitation  held  at  Evefham,  to  have  been  an  ancient  cuftom 
in  that  town  that  the  lord  Abbot  of  Eve/ham  for  the  time  being  now  has,  and  all  his  predeceffors 
always  have  had,  diverfe  mills  in  Eve/ham :  and  that  the  almoner  of  the  faid  Abbey  for  the  time 
being  bads  agreeable  to  the  fame  cuftom,  two  common  bake-houfes  there :  at  which  mills  and  bake- 
houfes  all  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  are  bound  to  grind  their  corn  and  bake 
their  bread." 

"  Mem  — That  Richard  the  lord  Abbot  did,  in  the  ninth  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  repair 
the  mult-mill  at  Eve/ham,  and  made  there  a  new  wheel  with  other  reparations,  to  the  amount  of 

twelve  marks." 


« Item 
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{hillings  from  the  fhops  of  Adam  Credan,  in  the  High-ftreet,  near  to  the  (shops 
of  St.  Mary  ;  half  a  mark  from  certain  other  (hops  near  to  another  of  St. 
Mary ;  twelve-pence  from  the  lands  of  Cramfot,  with  an  iron-fhop  or 
fmithery  upon  them  ;  fix-pence  from  the  lands  of  Godejrid  Bagart ;  twenty- 
two-pence  from  the  lands  of  Rogel,  near  another  bake-houfe  ;  the  whole 
rents  of  the  lands  called  the  fpital-lands,  near  the  bridge,  excepting  only 
eight-pence  belonging  to  the  pittanciary ;  twenty-pence  from  the  lands  of 
Kondulf  the  weaver,  of  Feudo  Streche ;  forty  (hillings  from  the  lands  which 
Jfabella,  the  daughter  of  Henry  King,  gave  ;  two  millings  from  the  lands  of 
Henry  de  Piplinton ;  two  (hillings  from  the  lands  called  le  Burunno  ;  fixteen- 
pence  from  the  lands  of  Richard  Eadmund ;  twelve-pence  from  the  lands  of 
Bonpain ;  forty-pence  from  the  lands  of  Stephen  the  prieft ;  fix-pence  from 
the  lands  of  Lilie ;  twelve-pence  from  the  lands  of  Richard  Juvenis  ;  (or 
the  younger;)  the  fame  from  the  lands  of  Murielle  de  Strigul;  and  fix- 
pence  annually  from  R.  Twain,  and  his  heirs,  for  the  liberty  of  culti- 
vating Chiteham.  —  In  Gloucefterfhire  there  belong  to  the  almery  four  (hil- 
lings from  the  lands  occupied  by  John  Croume,  which  Adam  the  monk  brought 
into  our  poffeffion ;  eight  (hillings  from  the  lands  of  Botild,  which  were  given 
with  Robert  the  monk  ;  twelve-pence  from  the  lands  occupied  by  Roger  Sewi, 
which  Adam  Botild  gave  us  ;  and  forty  (hillings  from  the  lands  which  were 
occupied  by  Efegar.  There  belong  alfo  to  it  two  marks  from  the  penfion  of 
fixty  (hillings  from  the  church  of  Ombrejley,  namely :  twenty  (hillings  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  in  the  Lord's  fupper ;  half  a  mark  for  the  anniver- 
fary*  of  Randulf;  for  that  Abbot  affigned  thefe  two  marks  to  the  almery, 

P  2  as 

"•  Item  Mem.  — That  the  fame  Abbot,  in  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  V.  repaired  and  caufed  to 
be  renewed,  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  Evejham,  one  mill  with  all  its  apparatus,  from  top  to  bottom, 
with  an  entire  reparation  of  the  flood-gates  belonging  to  it ;  together  with  fome  reparation  de  la 
Zare,  [quaere,  what? — or  whether  mifprinted?]  in  the  fame  place." 

The  privilege  concerning  bake-houfes  was  confirmed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  Edward  I.  on 
account  of  one  William  etettebury,s  fetting  up  an  oven  in  his  own  houfe. 

*  The  anniverfaries  at  Evefham  were  veiy  numerous,  and  are  particularifed  by  Stevens  at  con- 
fiderable  length.    [Appen.  p.  141.]    But  as  the  account  of  them  contains  little  more  than  the 

alignment 


1 


io8     HISTORY    AND    ANTIQUITIES   OF  THE 


as  may  be  found  in  a  written  account  in  the  chapter-houfe  concerning  the 
good  works  of  the  Abbot  Randulf.  For  when  the  fame  Abbot  had  built  fix 
mills  on  the  manors  of  the  Abbey,  he  affigned  to  the  almery,  in  lieu  of  the 
tithes  of  the  faid  mills,  the  mill  of  Aldington,  which  he  himfelf  had  bought ; 
from  which,  with  the  crofts  and  houfes  appertaining  to  it,  the  almoner,  at 
the  time  the  donation  was  made,  received  annually  lixteen  millings.  From 
the  fame  village  the  almoner  receives  alfo  ninety  eggs.  He  ought  moreover 
to  receive  the  tithe  of  all  the  bread  baked,  bought,  or  delivered  out  below 
the  Abbey-gate.  The  care  of  the  monk's  garden  properly  belongs  to  him, 
that  from  thence  he  may  fupply  pottage  and  broths  for  the  refrefhment  of 

the 

afllgnment  of  certain  rents  to  the  celebration  of  thefe  anniverfaries,  (a  kind  of  reading  of  which 
we  have  perhaps  too  much  already,)  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  the  infertion  of  the  following 
charter,  relating  more  particularly  to  the  cujloms  of  this  Abbey. 

"  To  all  the  faithful  in  Chrift  by  whom  this  prefent  writing  {hall  be  feen  or  heard: — William,  by 
divine  permiffion  Abbot  of  the  Monaftery  of  Evejham,  eternal  health  in  the  Lord.  —  Adverting 
to  the  indigence  of  the  beloved  fons  and  brethren  the  prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent,  as  fome 
relief  to  that  indigence,  we  grant  for  ourfelves  and  our  fucceflors,  and  afilgn  for  ever  to  the  prior 
and  our  Convent,  one  meiTuage,  with  a  garden  and  clofe,  in  the  village  of  Baddefeye,  and  two 
carucates  of  arable  land,  with  the  tithes  of  every  kind  arifing  from  them,  and  with  the  meadow 
and  pa  ft  ure  land  in  the  common  fields  of  the  fame  place  belonging  to  the  above  land,  all  which 
we  acquired  for  our  ufes  from  John  de  Wellejleye,  knight,  and  now  affign  to  the  chamberlain  of  our 
aforefaid  Monaftery  for  the  lime  being,  for  ever.  We  will  and  ordain  that  the  faid  chamberlain 
ihall,  in  consideration  of  the  aforefaid  emoluments,  and  of  others  afllgned  over  to  his  office,  pay 
yearly  on  the  feaft  of  the  purification  of  the  biefted  Mary,  to  the  prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent, 
the  fum  of  ten  pounds  ftetling,  over  and  above  what  he  was  accuftomed  to  pay  them.  And  that 
the  ten  annual  pounds  which  the  faid  prior  and  Convent  were  accuftomed  to  receive  againft  the 
feaft  of  St.  Andrew  the  Apoftle,  from  the  chamberlain,  pro  curfu  coopertoriorum,  they  lhall  now 
receive  annually  at  the  feaft  of  the  purification  of  the  blefied  Mary.  The  faid  prior  and  reft  of 
the  Convent  are  allowed  to  convert  the  aforefaid  lum  to  their  ufe  in  purchafing  veftments  for  ten 
of  the  brethren  ;  which  veftments  and  clothing  are  to  be  delivered  out  yearly,  at  the  feftival  of 
Eafter,  proceeding  according  to  feniority.  We  alfo  will  and  ordain  that,  in  fome  proper  part  of 
the  aforefaid  garden,  there  be  from  the  common  purfe  erected  edifices  for  the  recreation  and  iblace 
of  the  fick  monks ;  [minutorum ;]  and  that  in  the  lame  garden  they  have  full  liberty  to  walk  for 
their  exercife  and  amufement;  and  that  both  they  and  the  other  monks,  (vvith  the  licence  of  the 
prior  ur  his  vice-gerent,)  may,  when  they  wifh  to  eat  there,  receive  from  both  kitchens  their  allow- 
ance in  the  fame  proportion  with  thofe  monks  who  remain  in  the  Convent.  —  The  faid  prior  and 
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the  poor,  in  coIle5ta  cervijie  ad  fecundum  cibum  vel  potum.  This  official  ought 
likewife  to  receive,  on  the  day  of  All  Souls,  one  feme  of  corn  from  the  gra- 
nary ;  the  fame  quantity  on  the  death  of  any  one  of  the  Evefham  monks  ; 
and  yearly  from  the  land  of  William  de  Ponte,  in  Alince/ler,  nine-pence. 

To  the  refectory  belong  the  fmall  tithes  of  Wikewane,  Baddefeie,  and  Aide- 
tone,  for  the  reparation  of  the  pumps,  and  the  furnifhing  cups,  meafures, 
glafs-windows,  falt-fellars,  and  other  utenfils ;  together  with  twelve  lamps 
and  their  oil :  concerning  all  which  he  fhall  be  refponfible  to  the  prior, 
whofe  office  it  is  in  chapter  to  appoint  him.  There  belongs  alfo  to  him  what 
is  left  of  the  ale  after  our  firit.  meal,*  and  every  day  fix  meafures  [jujle] 
from  the  cellar  ;  out  of  which  he  fhall  give  a  pittance  to  the  Convent  after 
collation  on  the  Lord's-day,  and  once  in  every  week  at  the  time  the  hymns 
to  St.  Mary  are  fung ;  and  he  fhall  moreover  furnifh  a  potation  after  our 
collation,  where  there  is  not  one  before  it.  He  muft  alfo  fupply  for  many 
ether  expences  and  regulations  concerning  thofe  monks  who  have  been 
blooded  or  are  infirm,  from  the  fame  fund.  As  often  as  our  potation  {hall 
be  made  after  noon,f  [or  the  ninth  hour]  the  refedorer  fhall  be  allowed  two 
meafures  of  ale  from  the  cellar. 

To 

Convent  have  moreover  of  their  free  will  granted  to  us,  that  when  we  fhall  have  departed  from 
this  life,  every  year  on  the  day  of  our  anniverfary,  every  monk  that  has  been  ordained  to  the 
priefthood  in  the  aforefaid  Monaftery  fhall  be  bound  to  celebrate  each  one  a  mafs,  cum  aliis  oratio- 
num  fuffragiis,  in  true  charity  for  our  foul.  And  becaufe  the  memory  of  any  one  is  more  deeply 
imprinted  on  the  minds  of  his  fellow  men  in  proportion  to  the  benefits  they  have  received  from 
him,  that  our  memory  may  not  fpeedily  perifh,  we  by  thefe  prefents  aflign  and  make  over  for 
ever  to  the  day  of  our  anniverfary  four  pounds  and  ten  fhillings  of  annual  rents  acquired  by  us  in 
Merjlowe,  viz.  fixty  fhillings  toward  the  relief  of  the  poor;  and  thirty  fhillings  for  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  the  Convent:  committing  the  cuftody,  receipt,  and  diftribution  of  the  above-named 
rents  to  the  almoner  of  the  aforefaid  Convent  for  the  time  being.  —  In  teftimony  of  which  we 
have  fet  our  feal,  and  the  feal  of  the  chapter  to  thefe  prefents.  Given  in  the  chapter-houfe, 
on  the  oaaves  of  the  Apoflles  Peter  and  Paul,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  M,CCC,  XXVIII. 

*  ColleQa  cervifie  pofl  primum  cibum.  If  I  have  mifhken  the  fenfe  of  this  and  other  fimilar 
paffages,  I  confefs  I  know  not  how  to  reftify  the  miftake. 

t  No  'ia  in  Convents  was  the  ninth  canonical  hour,  or  three  o'clock;  when  the  monks  dined, 
which  was  never  till  after  noon  fong.    Their  day  began  at  fix  o'clock. 
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To  the  infirmary  belongs  Buuntone,  together  with  the  wood  there ;  half  a 
mark  from  the  cleared  woodland  at  Sanford,  with  all  other  its  appurtenancies. 
The  infirmarer  ought  alfo  to  be  allowed  one  fow,  with  proper  food  for  her 
during  one  whole  year,  vel  duos  porcos  ad  plancherum,  et  unum  truncum  de  cele- 
rarlo  contra  natale,  qualemfert  una  Biga  curie.*  This  official  has  moreover  the 
fulling-mill  at  Burton,  with  one  virgate  of  land  ;  forage  for  one  horfe  ;  to- 
gether with  a  certain  quantity  of  ftraw  to  heat  water  for  warning  clothes : 
from  which,  together  with  other  appurtenancies,  the  infirmarer  receives  to 
the  value  of  three  marks  annually.  But,  on  account  of  the  many  tedious 
and  burdenfome  cuftoms  of  that  office,  the  Abbot  (hall  make  up  to  him 
thefe  three  marks  from  another  fund,  when  he  (hall  have  properly  decided 
on  the  means.  There  belong  alfo  to  the  fame  official  the  two  mills  at  Stowe, 
from  whence  he  receives  lixteen  (hillings ;  two  millings  from  the  land  of 
Towi  in  the  fame  place  ;  two  millings  from  an  eftate  near  to  the  above  ;  and 
twenty-pence  from  the  land  of  Andrea  in  the  fame  town.  In  EoveJhamr 
twenty-pence  from  the  lands  of  Richard  Sparwe ;  eighteen-pence  from  the 
lands  of  Galfrid  the  miller  ;  and  forty-pence  from  the  land  of  John  de  Kent. 
At  Penwortham,f  from  the  land  of  Stephen  de  More,  two  millings ;  eighteen- 
pence 

*  I  am  obliged  in  this  place  as  well  as  in  the  former  ones,  when  any  thing  is  remarkably  ob- 
fcure,  to  trefpafs  on  the  reader's  patience  by  inferting  the  paifage  as  originally  written. 

+  Befide  Penwortham,  this  Abbey  had  two  other  dependent  cells,  Othenefey  or  Odenzee,  in  Den- 
mark, before  mentioned,  and  Alcejler,  in  Warwicklhire,  which  was  afterward  confolidated  with  it. 
A  communication  of  privileges  likewife  fubfifted  between  this  foundation  and  thofe  of  Whitby, 
Tork,  and  Malmjbury ;  concerning  the  latter  of  which  monafteries  an  agreement  or  convention  is 
preferved  by  Stevens :  and  as  it  relates  to  the  cuftoms  of  both  houfes  may  be  worth  perufal  in 
Englifh. 

V  This  is  the  convention  made  between  the  Abbot  of  M.  Robert  II.  and  the  Abbot  of  E. 
Roger  II.  and  the  Convent  of  both  places  -.  —  That  as  often  as  the  Abbot  or  any  of  the  fraternity 
fhall  mutually  arrive  at  either  place,  they  fhall  have  full  liberty  of  entering  the  chapter,  and  fhall 
partake  as  freely  of  all  benefits  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  as  if  he  were  a  monk  of  that  houfe. 
If  it  mall  happen  that  any  member  of  either  church  fhall,  through  the  commiffion  of  any  excelfes, 
be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  other,  he  fhall  be  committed  only  to  the  general  cujlody.  [Or,  I 
fuppofe,  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  Monajlery.]    If  any  one,  by  the  fuggeftion  of  the  devil  or 
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pence  from  the  land  of  Robert  Antigonia,  at  Hoton ;  twelve-pence  from  the 
land  of  Robert  Sur els ;  fix-pence  from  a  certain  eftate  in  Farinton;  twelve- 
pence  from  the  fifhery  of  Robert  BuJJel ;  half  a  mark  from  Sulkjion  ;  and  one 
mark  for  the  expences  of  bleeding,*  which  the  Abbot  Randulf  gave  from  the 
church  of  Hunlbume. 

To  the  pittandary  there  belong  ten  marks  from  the  new  made  eftate  at 
Eovejham.  Twelve  pints  of  honey  from  Ambrejleye ;  twenty-five  (hillings  from 

Ullebererwe ; 

his  own  depraved  will,  fhall  leave  his  proper  refidence  without  leave  of  abfence,  he  fhall  be  al- 
lowed refuge  in  the  other:  and  if  he  afterwards  repents  and  makes  proper  fatisfa£h'on,  he  may  by 
the  Abbot  be  reconciled  to  his  own  foundation,  and  reftored  to  it ;  unlefs  his  fault  be  fuch  as  de- 
ferves  deprivation.  —  For  the  dead  of  either  houfe  the  following  cuftoms  fhall  be  obferved.  For  a 
dead  Abbot  one  tricennale  fhall  be  performed ;  three  manes  fhall  be  celebrated  by  fome  one  who  is 
a  prieft;  by  thofe  of  an  inferior  order  one  pfaltery  fhall  be  faid  through  ;  and  in  the  refe&ory  an 
annual  pittance  flail  be  dealt  out.  —  For  a  dead  monk  are  the  following  regulations.  Having  heard 
of  his  death,  if  the  brief  fhall  arrive  in  proper  time  it  fhall  immediately  be  read  ;  and  abfolution 
being  given,  Verba  mea,  with  a  Dirige,  fliall  be  on  the  inftant  performed.  On  the  enfuing  holiday 
mafs  fhall  be  folemnly  celebrated  for  him  in  the  Convent,  three  maffes  being  performed  for  him 
by  each  prieft,  and  the  pfaltery  is  to  be  faid  through  by  the  inferior  orders.  An  allowance  alfo, 
the  fame  as  is  ufual  for  living  perfons,  fhall  for  thirty  days  be  demanded  for  his  foul.  The  names 
both  of  Abbots  and  monks  departed  fhall  be  infcribed  in  the  martyrology  in  both  foundations. 
That  this  convention  may  remain  firm  and  inviolate,  the  feal  of  both  Convents  is  affixed  thereto." 

The  convention  with  Othenefey  which  is  alfo  preferved,  [Dugdale,  vol.  i.  p.  150.]  is  fimilar 
to  the  above ;  but  feems  more  fevere  on  the  article  of  offenders  and  runaways,  who  are  not  to  be 
received  either  there  or  at  Evejham. — "For  brethren  departed  the  following  rules  are,  at  both 
places,  to  be  obferved.  The  anniverfary  fhall  be  infcribed  in  the  martyrology;  and  food  for  thirty 
days  is  to  be  allowed.  For  any  of  the  officials  thirty  plenary  offices  are  to  be  fung  in  the  Convent 
during  a  whole  year ;  and  each  of  the  fraternity  are  to  fay  thirty  maffes,  or  ten  pfalteries.  As 
foon  as  the  brief  fhall  arrive,  the  table  Jhall  be  beaten  on,  a  vigil  fhall  be  fung,  and  the  trumpet 
founded." — This  charter  or  epiftle  is  figned  by  Riculf,  Regni,  and  IUuch,  all  bifhops. 

*  The  following  curious  and  whimfical  apportionment  of  the  church  rents  of  Ambrejleye  and 
Baddely  is  from  Stevens.    [Appen.  p.  132.  copied  from  the  Cotton  MS.  Nero  D.  3.  fol.  243.] 

Memorandum :— That  when  the  lord  William  de  Cheriton,  Abbot  of  the  Monaftery  of  Evefham, 
and  fon  of  John  Herewarde,  of  the  town  of  Tettebury,  (whofe  brother  was  Abbot  of  Cirfeter, 

and 
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Ulleberewe ;  one  mark  from  the  church  of  Hildendune ;  one  'mark  from  the 
rents  of  Penwitham ;  half  a  mark  from  the  mill  of  the  fenefchall  at  Sanford; 

forty- 

and  whofe  fifter  Abbefs  of  Lackoc,)  fome  time  fince  granted  and  afligned  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc- 
ceffurs  for  ever,  the  churches  of  Ombre/ley  and  Baddeby,  with  all  their  rights  and  appurtenancies,  to 
the  prior  and  reft  of  his  Convent,  to  be  difpofed  of  and  expended  as  it  might  feem  beft  to  them  ; 
(as  plainly  appears  from  his  letters  written  on  that  occafion)  which  churches  the  aforefaid  Abbot  ac- 
quired legally  and  canonically  for  the  ufes  of  his  Convent  for  ever. — Brother  Peter  de  Wyhe,  prior 
of  Evejham,  willing  that  the  profits  of  the  churches  aforefaid  fhould  be  difpofed  of  and  expended 
according  to  the  Abbot's  intentions,  in  full  chapter,  in  the  chapter-houfe  of  Evejham,  on  the 
Thurfday  next  after  the  feftival  of  Chriftmas,  viz.  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Egwin  bifhop,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1344,  did,  with  the  unanimous  confent  and  aflent  of  his  whole  Convent,  difpofe 
and  ordain,  that  on  each  year  for  ever,  on  the  feftival  of  the  afcenfion  of  our  Lord,  twenty-four 
pounds  of  filver  money  from  the  aforefaid  churches  fhould,  in  equal  portions,  be  diftributed  by 
the  burfar  of  the  faid  Convent  between  the  prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent,  for  providing  fpices 
and  other  neceflaries ;  and  other  four  and  twenty  pounds,  in  like  manner,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Peter 
ad  vincula.  Befide  this,  that  fix  pounds  and  eighteen  fhillings  of  filver  money  from  the  rents  of 
the  above  churches  mould  be  annually  for  ever  divided  by  the  fame  burfar  among  thofe  monks 
that  are  let  blood,  for  defraying  their  expences  in  blood-letting.  Alfo,  that  the  faid  prior  and  Con- 
vent fhould  more  willingly  'keep  and  preferve  a  perpetual  memory  of  the  above-named  Abbot  in 
their  mattes  and  prayers,  the  faid  prior,  with  the  unanimous  aflent  and  confent  of  the  whole  Con- 
vent, has,  beyond  the  accuftomed  allowance,  added  two  days  for  the  recreation  and  amufement 
of  thofe  who  are  let  blood,  at  each  of  their  blood-lettings,  viz.  Wednefday  and  Thurfday :  fo 
that  thofe  who  are  let  blood  may  at  each  blood-letting,  on  the  Sunday,  after  celebration  of  the 
greater  mafs,  afk  leave  of  the  prior  or  of  fome  one  elfe  in  the  choir,  in  the  ufual  way;  having 
obtained  which,  without  leave  of  any  one  elfe,  thofe  who  have  been  let  blood  may  abfent  them- 
felves  from  the  choir  and  the  chapter-houfe,  from  that  time  until  the  beginning  of  the  greater 
mafs,  on  the  Friday  next  enfuing;  whether  they  remain  at  home  or  elfewhere :  except  on  the 
folemn  feftivals  celebrated  in  their  copes.  What  remains  from  the  above  church-rents,  (excepting 
the  fum  premifed,  namely:  fifty-four  pounds  and  eighteen  fhillings,)  fhall  be  depofited  in  the 
treafury  of  the  aforefaid  Convent  for  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  the  above-named  churches ; 
and  the  faid  prior  and  Convent  have  a  right  to  expend  it  either  to  that  ufe,  or  to  the  fupport  of 
the  Evejham  church,  as  they  may  find  expedient. 

Moreover: — When  the  fame  Abbot  had  acquired  and  afligned  certain  annual  rents  of  nine 
marks  to  the  almoner  at  Evejham,  to  fupply  a  falary  for  two  chaplains  to  celebrate  mafles  in  the 
great  church  of  Evejham,  for  the  foul  of  Walter  of  Gloucejler,  from  the  profits  of  the  manor  of 
Batlinton,  to  be  paid  to  the  fame  at  the  four  ufual  quarters,  in  equal  portions,  it  was  the  will  and 
intention  of  the  faid  Abbot,  and  of  Walter,  in  their  life-time,  that  fuch  chaplains  fhould  be 
provided  who  were  fkilled  in  and  knew  well  how  to  perform  the  hymns  in  honour  of  the  blefled 
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forty-two-pence  from  the  land  between  the  eftate  of  Henry  King,  and  that 
of  Alexander  Fojard ;  and  twelve-pence  from  the  land  of  John  Portar.* 

To  the  fuftenance  and  relief  of  the  brethren  in  the  infirmary  there  belong 
two  marks  from  Wrotejleye  and  Linintone;  from  the  manciple  alfo  ten  (hillings, 

Q  which 

Virgin  Mary,  in  the  chapel  dedicated  to  her,  where  the  body  of  Walter  himfelf  now  lies 
buried. 

The  aforefaid  prior  confidering  that  chaplains  of  this  kind  might  be  better  provided  by  the 
keeper  of  the  faid  chapel  than  by  the  almoner,  with  the  unanimous  confent  of  his  whole  Convent, 
did,  in  the  place  and  on  the  day  and  year  before  fpecified,  ordain  that  the  almoner  for  the  time 
being  (hould  every  year  in  future,  at  the  accuftomed  four  terms,  pay  to  the  keeper  of  the  chapel 
of  the  blefled  Mary  the  four  abovementioned  nine  marks,  and  the  keeper  himfelf  mould  provide 
chaplains  of  this  kind  fufficiently  (killed  in  finging,  and  of  good  behaviour.  And,  if  the  afore- 
faid keeper  mould  negligently  perform  the  fame,  the  payment  of  the  faid  nine  marks  mould  revert 
to  its  former  mode,  namely :  that  the  two  faid  chaplains  mould  annually  be  paid  four  marks  each 
for  their  fervices,  by  the  hands  of  the  almoner, 

*  The  lift  of  days  on  which  extraordinary  pittances  were  by  this  official  dealt  out  to  the  Con- 
vent I  am  obliged  to  give  in  the  original  terms  in  which  I  received  it  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 
[Cotton  MS.  Vefpafian  B.  XXIV.  fol.  i.]  Befides  being  in  fome  parts  untranflatable,  in  one  or 
two  places,  (owing  to  the  difficulty  of  making  out  thefe  old  MSS.)  we  are  conftrained  to  content 
ourfelves  with  a  fort  of  fac-fimile  of  the  letters ;  without  any  poflibility  oi  getting  at  the  fenfe  of 
the  paflage. 


"  Caritates  primorum  per  annum. 


In  nativitate  Domini. 
In  feftivitate  S  Egwini, 

In  circumcifione  Domini :  hoc  eft  de  Pitanciariis. 

In  Epiphania  Domini.  De  S.  Vincento  dim  marc,  per  manus  Saciiftae.  [sic] 
In  purificatione  S.  Maris, 


In 
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which  the  kitchens  fet  apart  for  charitable  ufes ;  five  marks  from  the  facrrft, 
which  that  official  gave  annually  for  his  board  and  entertainment,  and  which 
the  Abbots  formerly  ufed  unjuiily  to  extort  from  him.  Abbot  Randulf  how- 
ever perceiving  that,  according  to  the  privileges  of  the  church  and  the 
ftatutes  of  the  chapter  general,  the  facrifty,  like  the  other  offices,  ought 

to 

In  anniverfario  S.  Wlfini,  cum  pitancia :  hoc  eft  Sacriftae.  Ad  utramque  collationem  potus 
d'cett.  [sic] 

In  Annunciatione  Dominica. 
In  Ramis  Palmarum. 

In  Cena  Domini,  et  ad  collationem  dimidiam  caritatem. 
In  Pafcha  Domini. 

Dominica  qua  cantatur  Miferkordia  Domini :  hoc  eft  caritas  Decani. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Johannis  ante  portam  Latinam.    Vinum  cum  tribus  ferderis. 

In  afcentione  Domini. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Wijtani. 

In  Pentecofte. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Trinitatis. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Odlerf  dim.  marc,  per  manus  Sacriftae  de  ecclefia  de  Bacferton.  [sic] 

In  feftivitate  S.  Johanis  Baptiftae. 

In  feftivitate  Apoftolorum  Petri  et  Pauli. 

In  craftino  tranflationis  S.  Beneditti,  vinum  cum  pitancia :  per  manus  Sacriftae  panni. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Maria  Magdalena. 

In  transfiguratione  Dni. 

In  aflumptione  S.  Maria, 

In  anniverfario  Reginald!  Abbatis  cum  pitancia. 

In  nativitate  S.  Maria. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Egwini :  caritas  et  dimid.  prope  hofpites. 
In  exaltatione  S.  Crucis. 

In  feftivitate  Reliquarum  ad  vinum  et  pitantia,  pe  bartf.  [sic]  per  manus  Sacriftae. 

In  feftivitate  S.  Michaelis. 

In  feftivitate  omnium  Sanctorum. 

[In  feftivitate  omnium  animarum  cum  pitancia.] 

In  feftivitate  S.  Martini :  hec  eft  caritas  Abbatis  de  Bradewell. 

In  anniverfario  Ada  Abbatis  cum  pitantia. 

In  fefto  S.  Katherina :  hec  eft  Cantoris. 

In  conceptione  B.  Mariae. 

(  [H.  Priori,  fecundum  patentem  terrae  Prioris  de  Beningmrtk,] 
In  anniverfaiio  ^  Rondolphi  Abbatis,  cum  vino  et  pitantiis. 

Caritates 
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to  be  free  and  unburdened,  renounced  this  yearly  payment  and  all  other 
exactions  for  himfelf  and  fucceffors  for  ever;  ordaining  moreover,  that 
thefe  rents  of  the  facrifty  which  the  Abbots  ufed  to  appropriate  mould,  like 
the  rents  of  every  other  office,  be  freely  expended  in  the  accommodation  and 
utility  of  the  monks  in  general.  —  Left  the  pittanclary  mould  be  deftitute  of 

Q  2  pafture 

Caritates  Medonium  per  annum. 


In  fefto  S.  Fabiani  et  Sebafiiani. 
In  fefto  S.  Agnetis  virginis. 

[In  fefto  S.  Vincentii.]  In  fefto  S.  Wulfiani  pro  fan&o  viSlu.  [sic] 

In  converfione  S.  Pauli, 

In  cathedra  S.  Petri. 

In  fefto  S.  Gregorii. 

[In  tranflatione  S.  Benedict.] 

In  fefto  Apoft.  Philippi  et  Jacobi. 

In  anniyerfario  Regum  Adelredi,  Kenredi,  et  Offa :  cum  potu  ad  ufrumque  Abbatem  de  cella. 
In  fefto  S.  Petri  ad  vincula. 
In  fefto  S.  Laurentii. 

In  vigilia  affumptionis  B.  M.  hec  eft  de  pitantiis. 

In  occ.  [sic]  S.  Credani. 

In  fefto  S.  Bartholomei. 

In  decollatione  S.  Johannis  Bapt. 

In  dedicatione  Criptarum. 

[In  fefto  Reliquarum.]    In  oft.  S.  Eagwini. 

In  fefto  S.  Mathei. 

[In  fefto  S.  Edmundi.]    In  verfatione  Thomtf  Abbatis, 

[In  fefto  S.  Ofwaldi.]    In  tranflatione  S.  Ofzualdi. 

In  fefto  S.  Dionifii. 

In  fefto  S.  Crifpini  et  Crifpiniani. 

In  fefto  S.  Apoft.  Symonis  et  jfuda . 

In  albis  die  Animarum. 

In  fefto  S.  Hilda.    In  fefto  S.  Admundi. 

In  fefto  S.  Andrea. 

In  fefto  S.  Nicholai. 

In  fefto  S.  Thotna  Apoft. 

In 
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pafture  for  his  fheep,  oxen,  and  pigs,  prior  Thomas  gave  to  this  official,  (in 
aid  of  his  own  anniverfary,)  a  wood  in  Echelewz,  which  he  had  purchafed  of 
Peter  de  Lewz;  throughout  which  wood  the  pittanciary  might  have  a  free  run 
in  acorn  feafon.for  his  pigs,  as  far  as  the  gate  towards  Bordjleye.  He  has  alfo 
a  right  of  common  pafture  for  all  kinds  of  cattle  round  that  vicinity;  and 
this  equally  free  with  that  which  the  facrift  pofTeffes  at  Lewz,  and  the  infir- 
marer  at  Buantone.  —  The  fame  prior  Thomas  alfo  affigned  the  eftate  at  Mer- 
Jlowe,  which  he  bought  of  Hugh  de  Warwick,  to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
own  anniverfary  ;  as  alfo  that  near  to  it  which  he  purchafed  of  the  daughter 
of  Randulf,  the  fergeant.  —  For  the  due  celebration  of  the  feftival  of  S.  John 
ante  portam  Latinam,  Abbot  Randulf  affigned  twenty  {hillings  out  of  the  pen- 
fion  of  fixty  a  riling  from  the  church  of  Ambrejleye.  This  which  the  Abbots 
once  gave  to  their  clerks,  [clericis,']  the  legate  made  over  to  his  chaplain  ; 
but,  being  afterward  applied  to  other  ufes,  the  Abbot  appropriated  one  mark, 
from  the  above  penfion,  for  the  expences  of  his  own  anniverfary.  Abbot 
Adam  had  before  affigned  ten  {hillings  from  the  church  rents  at  Bradwelle  to 
the  anniverfary  of  the  Abbot  Reginald,  and  ten  more  {hillings  from  the  fame 
rents  to  his  own  anniverfary. 

To  the  kitchen  there  belong  the  third  fifh-pool*  beyond  the  fountain  of  St. 
Egwin,  and  alfo  the  old  town  and  market-place  of  Eovejham;  from  which 

the 

In  fefto  S.  Stephani. 

In  fefto  Innocentium. 

In  fefto  S.  Thome  Martyris. 

In  tribus  diebus  in  hebdomada  Pafchae,  ct  oftavis. 

In  tribus  diebus  Pentacoftes. 

In  tribus  diebus  in  affumptione,  et  oftavis. 

Item  in  omnibus  feptem  feftivitatibus  de  colla.  [sic]  tarn  in  vigilia  quam  in  die. 

N.  B.  All  that  is  included  between  brackets  has  in  the  original  a  line  drawn  through  it  as  if 
meant  to  be  erafed. 

*  Vivarium :  —  probably  here  means  a  fifh-pool,  in  which  fenfe  it  is  fometimes  ufed  in  the 
clafiic  authors,  ivlany  01  theie  icews  may  be  feen  at  this  day  near  the  fite  of  the  AbLey,  though 
now  enciiely  dried  up. 
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the  manciple  receives  every  Sabbath-day*  five  millings  and  three  half-pence  ; 
and  annually,  at  the  beginning  of  Lent,  four  thoufand  falted  fifhes.f  To  this 
office  belong  alfo  a  mill  near  the  bridge,  another  at  Hampton,  with  all  its  ap- 
purtenancies  ;  from  both  which  every  Sabbath-day  it  receives  three  fhillings, 
and  fixty  flicks  of  eels  every  year.  The  tithes  of  the  above  mills,  and  of  the 
hay  of  the  meadows  which  belong  both  to  them  and  certain  other  mills,  viz. 
thofe  of  Eovejham,  Hampton,  Huffeham,  Foke-mulne,  Twiford,  Chadelburi,  Baddefeie, 
and  Wikewane,  all  are  afiigned  to  the  kitchen.  Thefe  tithes  are  appropriated 
to  the  furnifhing  pickles X  and  brine  for  pickling  during  the  feaion  of  Lent. 
The  town  of  Stowe  and  its  market  alfo  belong  to  the  kitchen, §  from  whence 

it 

*  By  dies  Sabbati,  Saturday  appears  to  be  intended  in  thefe  old  writings.  The  note  concerning 
the  confecration  of  altars,  near  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  plainly  evinces  this;  where  it  is 
evidently  diftinguifhed  from  the  dies  dominica,  or  Lord's  day.  How  the  Sabbath  of  the  Jews  came 
to  be  noticed  as  fuch  in  a  Chriftian  fraternity,  I  am  unable  to  determine ;  nor  do  I  remember  to 
have  feen  any  notice  taken  elfewhere  of  this  remarkable  circumftance. 

t  Alletium: — probably  fomething  of  the  herring  kind.  It  certainly  means  fome  kind  of  fifla 
that  they  were  accuftomed  to  pickle. 

%  Allec. 

5  This  ufeful  office  was,  as  we  might  expert,  uncommonly  rich  and  well  provided  for.  Its 
revenue,  or  rather  that  part  of  its  income  here  fpecified,  in  money,  would  amount  at  leaft  to  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  of  our  money.  But  befides  the  rents  mentioned  here,  there  was 
a  confiderable  contribution  levied  on  the  principal  officials  of  the  Convent  merely  for  fpices,  an 
account  of  which  has  been  preferved  by  Stevens ;  and  as  it  contains  fome  other  mifcellaneous  in- 
formation I  have  tranflated  and  will  heie  infert  it. 

"FOR  SPICES. 

From  the  Abbot  two  marks;  from  the  prior  twenty  fhillings;  from  the  prior  of  Penwortham 
two  marks;  from  the  facrift  two  marks  ;  from  the  chamberlain  two  marks  ;  from  the  cellarer  two 
marks;  from  the  infirmarer  twenty  Ihillings  ;  from  the  gardener  twenty  (hillings;  from  the  man- 
ciple twenty  fhillings ;  from  the  refe&orer  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence. 

Mem :  —  That  all  offerings  to  the  great  altar,  as  well  thofe  of  gold  as  of  filver,  belong  to  the 
facrift;  except  at  the  time  when  any  monk  celebrates  his  firft  mafs,  or  reads  the  gofpel  for  the  firft 

time, 
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it  receives  every  Sunday  four  (hillings ;  fixty  (hillings  from  Morton ;  the  fame 
from  Sanford ;  four  pounds  from  Withelakesfor  ;  from  the  mill  of  that  place 
twenty-four  millings  annually,  and  twelve  flicks  of  eels ;  twenty  fhillings  from 
the  mills  of  the  fenefcall  at  Sanford;  twenty-five  millings  and  forty  flicks 
of  eels  from  the  mills  at  Chedelbury  and  their  appurtenancies  ;  twenty-eight 
fhillings  and  forty  Hicks  of  eels  from  the  mills  of  Twiford  and  Aldintone,  with 
their  appurtenancies  ;  ten  fhillings  from  the  mills  at  Offeham;  half  a  mark 
from  Foke-mulne ;  from  the  mill  at  Wikewan  now  only  eight  fhillings.  From 
Wodefe  fixty  fhillings  belong  to  the  kitchen,  and  from  the  fiihery  at  Ambref- 
leye  twenty- three  fhillings. — In  Gloucefler  from  the  effete  of  Robert  Botild  three 
fhillings  and  one  halfpenny  belong  alfo  to  it ;  and  two  fhillings  and  one 

pound 

time.  All  offerings  moreover  to  every  other  altar  in  the  church,  (excepting  that  in  the  chapel  of 
St.  Mary,)  both  thofe  that  are  made  for  the  living  and  the  dead,  are  the  property  of  the  lacrift. 

It  was  decreed  in  full  chapter  before  Roger  Zatton,  that  all  thofe  who  refide  in  the  cemitary  or 
within  the  limits  of  the  Abbey  fhould,  at  their  death,  pay  a  mortuary;  and  alfo  thofe  who  have 
not  previoufly  inhabited  the  town  for  a  year  and  a  day. 

John,  Abbot  of  Eve/ham,  affigned  to  the  facrifty  of  the  church  of  Evejham,  Gx  acres  of  arable 
land  which  he  had  purchafed  of  Mafter  John  de  Littleton,  of  the  parifh  of  South-Lutleton,  together 
with  their  tithes;  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1316. 

Mem. — That  Thomas  de  Maryborough  *****  acquired  and  afterwards,  with  the 
confent  of  the  Abbot  and  Convent  in  full  chapter,  decreed,  that  from  that  time  all  thofe  tenants 
in  the  vale  of  Evefham  that  paid  an  heriot,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  manor,  fhould,  (as  is 
fpecified  in  the  cuftomary  book  of  the  lord  Abbot,)  ever  after  pay  to  the  aforefaid  lord  Abbot 
as  their  heriot,  the  beft  animal  of  their  live  ftock,  viz.  of  horfes,  mules,  oxen,  or  cows,  but  not 
of  fheep.  And  if  they  have  no  fuch  animal,  then  the  beft  dead  beaft.  Moreover  that  they  fhould 
pay  the  fecond  beft  animal  to  the  facrift  of  the  Monaftery  for  the  time  being,  for  an  heriot,  or 
rather  mortuary.  Alfo  that  the  fame  rule  fhould  be  obferved  concerning  mortuaries  in  general, 
according  to  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  vale  of  Evejham."  [Appen.  p.  135.  from  Nero  D.  3. 
fol.  245.] 

The  latter  part  of  this  laft  memorandum  will  ferve  to  explain  a  fentence  in  the  paper  of  "  the 
good  works  of  prior  Thomas,"  concerning  which  I  was  in  fome  doubt  while  tranflating  it. 
The  odd  phrafe  fecundo  meliorem  means  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  fecond  bejl.  [See  Chap.  IL 
p.  27.] 
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pound  of  pepper  from  an  eftate  and  a  bake-houfe  at  Winchelcumb.  —  In 
Eovejham  from  fome  land  in  Brutjlrete  one  pound  of  pepper.  From  the  lands 
of  Reginald  Fitz-William  annually  half  a  mark  ;  from  Penwrtham  four  marks, 
a  certain  quantity  [fumma]  of  falmon,  and  two  thoufand  falted  fifties;  [alle- 
tium ;]  from  every  carucate  of  land  in  the  vale  of  Eovejham  that  belongs  to 
the  lordfhip,  excepting  Aldintone,  annually  three  hundred  eggs  ;  and  from 
every  manor  three-pence  to  furnifh  difhes,  [difcos,~]  and  twelve  pots,  [pile.] 
From  Bradwelle  ninety  eggs,  three-pence,  and  twelve  pots,  [olle.]  Alfo  on 
each  day  the  manciple  fhould  be  allowed  forage  for  one  horfe,  with  bran  like- 
wife  from  the  granary.  He  ought  moreover  to  have  two  porkers  ad  Plange- 
tum;  and,  as  often  as  he  buys  fifh  at  the  market  of  Eovejham  for  the  whole 
Convent,  he  ought  to  be  allowed  from  the  buttery  bread  and  a  meafure  of 
ale  for  the  refrefhment  of  thofe  who  fell  the  fifh.  For  every  kind  of  food 
that  requires  a  fauce  in  which  ale  is  ufed,  he  fhould  be  allowed  ale  from  the 
cellar,  and  cheefe  once  in  the  day ;  to  purchafe  which,  (in  cafe  it  fhould 
not  be  provided  him  from  the  cellar,)  the  Abbot  Randulf  affigned  the  profits 
of  the  chapel  of  Bretfordtone.  The  manciple  fhall  alfo  have,  on  the  feven 
principal  feftivals,  feven  femes  of  corn  from  the  granary,  ad  frixinas,  and, 
on  the  feaft  of  St.  John,  ante  portam  Latinam,  one  allowance;  [prebendarium;] 
another  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Adulf ;  a  third  on  Septuagefima  ;  a  fourth  for 
puddings  on  the  day  of  Parafceve ;  *  three  at  Eafter  ad  faciendum  jalcones ; 
and  as  many  on  rogation  days  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

To  the  chamberlain's  office  belong  Malgarejbury  and  Swele,  as  they  anciently 
did  ;  and,  inftead  of  Burntone,  Tatelejlroppe  is  now  affigned  to  this  office,  and 
the  Abbot  has  Burntone  : — with  this  provifo  however,  that  the  Abbot,  ac- 
cording to  this  new  allotment,  fhall  receive  neither  veftmentst  nor  board- 
money 

*  Quaere: — Whether  Paraclete,  or  Whitfunday? 

+  Stevens  has  preferved  an  allotment  of  certain  rents  to  purchafe  winter  boots  for  the  fra- 
ternity, out  of  which  two  (hillings  were  allowed  to  each  member ;  excepting  the  prior  of  Pen- 
wortham  and  the  chamberlain.  I  find  alfo  from  a  bull  of  pope  Innocent  IV.  that  the  Evelham 
monks,  having  repreiented  that  their  Monaftery  was  fituated  in  a  very  cold  and  windy  fpot, 

(which 
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money  from  the  chamberlain  as  he  did  before.  For  this  manor,  with  all  its 
appurtenancies,  was  affigned  for  ever  to  furnilh  vefhnents  to  the  monks. 
The  chamberlain  ought  moreover  to  have  daily  an  allowance  for  one  fervant, 
and  fupport  for  one  horfe  from  the  granary,  with  forage  from  the  'grange, 
in  the  fame  proportion  with  the  fervants  and  horfes  of  the  Abbot. 

To  the  fupport  of  the  fabric  of  the  church*  and  the  cloi/Ier,  with  its  ad- 
jacencies, there  belong  fifteen  marks  from  the  church  of  Ambrejleye;  for  which 

(if 

(which  by  the  way  does  not  feem  altogether  the  truth,)  were  allowed  to  wear  a  fort  of  cap,  made 
however  as  conformable  to  the  general  drefs  of  the  order  as  poffible.  A  copy  of  this  bull  is 
(till  to  be  feen  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.   [Harl.  MS.  3763.  99.  b.] 

*  From  the  Harleian  MS.  3763.  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  I  was  favoured  with  the  following 
paper  concerning  a  contribution  to  be  levied  on  the  Convent  for  the  reparation  of  feveral  of  its 
buildings.    The  original  is  in  Latin,  and  is  dated  1295. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  Amen.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1295, 
and  on  the  ides  of  February,  the  Abbot  and  Convent  being  affembled  in  chapter,  John,  Abbot  of 
Eovrfiam  and  of  the  Convent  there,  having  a  fpecial  regard  to  the  finifhing  his  chapter-houfe  then 
juft  begun,  and  alfo  to  the  reparation  of  the  dormitory,  refe&ory,  cloifter,  and  infirmary ;  and 
farther  confidering  that  the  common  fund  of  the  houfe,  to  which  in  matters  of  this  kind  chief 
recourfe  was  to  be  made,  was  then  very  (lender  and  nearly  exhaufted ;  with  provident  deliberation 
and  unanimous  confent  they  chofe  and  appointed  five  of  the  fraternity,  viz.  John  Strech,  Robert 
de  Reckeford,  Walter  de  Blockeleye,  Adam  de  Hauleye,  and  William  de  Bengeworth,  giving  to  the 
laid  perfons  full  power  of  providing  and  ordering  how  and  from  whence  works  of  this  kind  might 
be  beft  and  eafieft  executed,  and  the  indigence  of  the  community  in  future  be  alleviated.  The 
prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent  granted,  and  bona  fde  promifed,  that  they  would  truft  to  the  pro- 
vident care  and  ordering  of  the  faid  five  brethren,  and  would  hold  their  proceedings  good  and 
lawful.  The  aforefaid  five  brethren,  having  then  confulted  with  the  Abbot  and  with  certain  of 
the  fraternity  who  were  chiefly  (killed  in  fuch  matters,  refolved  that  on  every  year,  at  the  four  ac- 
cuftomed  quarterly  terms,  forty  (hillings  fhould  be  fet  apart  and  paid  from  the  priorfhip.  Ten 
marks  from  the  chamberlain's  office.  Sixteen  marks  from  the  facrifty.  Ten  marks  from  the  prior- 
fhip of  Penwortham.  Forty  (hillings  from  the  hojlilary.  [An  office  I  find  no  mention  of  elfewhere.] 
Twenty  (hillings  from  the  infirmary.  Two  (hillings  from  the  chantry.  Ten  (hillings  from  the 
deanery.  Twelve  (hillings  from  the  altar  of  the  bleffed  Virgin.  Three  (hillings  from  the  gar- 
dener's office.  The  aforefaid  five  brethren  ordained  alfo,  that  all  the  rents  of  the  pittanciary 
ihould  be  given  up  for  this  contribution,  and  thofe  expences  that  official  fhould  incur  in  collations 

and 
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(if  by  any  neglecl  the  money  mould  be  left  unpaid,)  the  necefary  repairs 
mud  be  otherwife  fupplied  from  the  finances  of  the  Abbot.  The  tithes  of 
William  Beorin,  at  Offeham,  are  alfo  fet  apart  to  the  fame  ufes,  together  with 
the  fmitheries  of  the  fame  village ;  the  predications  of  the  Abbey ;  (or 
profits,  I  prefume,  arifing  from  the  preaching  of  any  member  of  it;)  and 
the  bequefts  of  the  faithful,  or  any  other  gratuitous  profits  that  may  arife.* 

To  the  cell  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  Jlrangers  there  belong  the 

R  fmall 

and  other  neceflary  charges  fhould  be  made  up  to  him.  Likewife  that  all  the  rents  of  the  burfary  of 
the  Convent,  all  bequefts  to  the  martilogium,  (sic)  and  thofe  made  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church, 
fhould  be  contributed  to  the  fame  purpofe :  excepting  only  fuch  as  were  neceffary  to  the  expence 
of  that  office.  That  all  offerings  to  the  crofs,  excepting  thofe  made  on  the  two  feftivals  of  the 
holy  crofs,  which  belong  to  the  facrifty,  fhould  be  in  like  manner  contributed.  Moreover  that  all 
offerings  at  the  tomb  of  St.  Wlfin,  and  thofe  made  at  the  gate  of  the  church,  as  well  in  wax  as  in 
money,  fhould  be  collefted  for  the  fame  ufes :  excepting  only  the  neceflary  expences  for  fupply- 
ing  the  lights.  To  collect,  receive,  and  faithfully  to  expend  all  which,  the  above  five  brethren 
ordained  that  two  monks  mould  be  by  the  prior  and  Convent,  in  chapter,  deputed,  who  fhould 
demand,  collett,  receive,  and  depofit  in  the  common  cheft  of  the  treafury  this  contribution, 
keeping  it  under  their  care  and  the  prior's  key,  and  fhould  afterward,  at  the  will  and  difpofal  of 
the  prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent,  deliver  it  out  and  pay  it  away.  And  becaufe  it  feemed  to  the 
aforefaid  five  brethren  that  each  of  the  offices  to  be  taxed  were,  communibus  annls,  competent  both  to 
the  contribution  and  their  own  fupport,  they  ordained,  that  if  any  one  of  the  fraternity  who  had 
the  care  of  any  of  the  aforefaid  offices  to  be  taxed,  fhould  of  his  own  accord,  and  contrary  to  the 
will  and  affent  of  the  Convent,  in  any  way  diminifh,  detraft  from,  or  detain  any  part  of  the  con- 
tribution thus  provided  to  the  great  utility  of  the  church,  (which  may  God  avert!)  the  Abbot,  at 
the  requifition  of  the  Convent,  may  without  delay  remove  from  his  office  fuch  official,  whofoever 
he  be,  as  an  unworthy,  ufelefs,  and  improvident  guardian  of  the  property  of  the  church,  and  by 
advice  of  the  Convent  may  appoint  in  his  place  another  more  worthy  perfon.  —  This  provifion  or 
ordonnance  the  aforefaid  Abbot  has  accepted  and  ratified  in  all  things ;  to  the  greater  confirmation 
of  which  his  feal,  together  with  that  of  the  Convent,  is  affixed  to  it.  —  Given  in  the  chapter-houfe 
of  Evejham  on  the  day  and  year  aforefaid. 

*  It  is  unpleafant  to  throw  out  farcafms  on  a  body  of  men  who  I  firmly  believe  [were,  taken 
generally,  both  good  and  pious:  but  a  modern  Wittol  would  here  certainly  remark,  —  that,  while 
the  good  fathers  provided  bountifully  for  their  kitchen,  they  left  their  church  almoft  entirely  to  acci- 
dental bequefts.  Thus  they  could  never  want  the  pretext  of  poverty  to  excite  the  charitable  mu- 
nificence of  the  laity. 
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fmall  tithes  of  the  three  Lutlintons,  to  purchafe  towels,  cups,  and  bafons  for 
accidental  guefts. 

Thefe  are  the  Cuftoms  and  Regulations  of  the  Evejham  Convent,  as  ap- 
pointed in  ancient  times,  and  to  be  enforced  by  the  cellarer  general.  This 
official  ought  every  day  to  furnifh  for  the  refectory  feventy-two  loaves  of 
bread  for  the  monks,  each  of  which  is  to  be  of  the  weight  of  five  millings,* 
and  of  which  every  monk  is  to  have  one.  The  prior  is  to  have  two,  (ex- 
cept at  thofe  times  when  he  fhall  eat  with  the  Abbot,)  and  one  alfo  at  fup- 
per,  together  with  a  meafure  [jujla\  of  ale,  unlefs  he  fhall  fup  with  the 
Abbot,  or  in  the  refectory.  Neverthelefs  he  that  fhall  fit  at  the  high  table  as 
guardian  of  the  order  fhall  have  two,  one  of  the  fame  fort  as  thofe  provided 
for  the  Abbot, f  and  one  cup  of  the  Abbot's  wine.  He  who  fhall  have  cele- 
brated the  greater  mafs  fhall  have  two.  The  reader  alfo,  the  manciple,  and 
fervants,  fhall  have  one  mixed,  and  in  winter  a  whole  meafure.  Eleemojina- 
rlus  autem  feptem  pro  decima,  et  tres  ad  mandatum,  et  duos  ad  trkennales  currentes 
percipiet.  Each  of  the  fraternity  fhall  every  day  receive  two  meafures  of  ale, 
each  of  which  fhall  contain  two  pittancies ;  of  which  pittancies  fix  make  up 
a  pinti  royal.  Befide  this  the  prior  fhall  have  one  ad  novum  traZtum^  and  he 
who  fhall  fit  at  the  difh§>  one  cup  at  dinner,  and  another  in  the  evening. 
The  cellarer  muft  alfo  fupply  fait,  fuel  for  the  fire,  materials II  both  for  the 
food  and  beverage  of  the  monks,  and  likewife  for  two  puddings,  viz.  one 
of  them  to  be  made  of  a  ftrike  of  dried  or  a  full  meafure  of  new  beans  from 

the 

*  As  told  in  copper  money  doubtlefs. 
+  H  Scilicet  unam  de  pafta  Abbatis,  et  unum  cyphum  vini  de  Abbate." 

%  Sextarium  regis, 

§  Probably  to  carve  for  the  reft,  if  difcus  the  word  in  the  original  may  here  be  rendered  dijh.  It 
might  however,  I  believe,  be  rendered  dejk :  as  it  was  ufual  for  fome  one  to  read  portions  of  fcrip- 
ture  during  their  meals. 

||  Summagium :  —  a  word  that  feems  to  be  in  thefe  old  writings  ufed  in  a  very  extended  fenfe. 
Summagium  facere,  and  fummagiant,  are  words  that  frequently  occur  in  the  account  of  the  tenants 
and  their  tenures,  in  the  foregoing  chapter;  but  I  muft  confels  myfelf  ignorant  of  their  exaA 
meaning,  both  there  and  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
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the  granary,  and  another  to  be  made  of  twelve  loaves  of  monk's  bread,  or 
of  one  ftrike  of  wheat  from  the  granary  ;  and  this  for  every  day,  except 
in  the  time  of  Quadragefima,  when  the  monks  are  to  be  allowed  two  femes 
of  beans  from  Huniburns>  to  make  puddings  throughout  all  Lent ;  as  alfo 
twelve  femes  of  oatmeal  to  make  gruel  on  the  fourth  and  fixth  holiday 
throughout  the  feafon  ;  and  meal  for  pottage  every  day  in  the  fame  feafon. 
The  monks  ought  moreover  to  have  at  the  feven  principal  feftivals  feven 
cyffolles  of  wheat  from  the  granary,  ad  wajlellos;  and  on  the  tranflation  of  St. 
Egwin  an  eighth,  as  well  for  fupper  as  for  dinner  ;  and  one  fciffol  ad  wajlellos 
at  the  feaft  of  St.  John  before  the  Latin  gate;  one  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Odulf; 
one  on  the  day  of  All  Souls ;  one  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  bleiTed  Wljin ; 
one  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  kings  Ethelred,  Kenred,  and  Offa ;  one  on  the 
anniverfary  of  Abbot  Reginald;  one  on  the  anniverfary  of  Abbot  Adam; 
and  one  on  the  anniverfary  of  Abbot  Randulf.  On  the  advent  of  our 
Lord,  the  monks  fhall  be  allowed  fourteen  femes,  ad  formittas ;  as  many 
againft  Chriftmas ;  and  the  fame  quantity  in  Lent,  at  Eafter,  Pentecoft, 
the  afiumption  of  the  bleffed  Mary,  and  the  tranflation  of  St.  Egwin  :  all  to 
be  received  from  the  granaries.  The  monks  ought  alfo  to  have  from  the  cel- 
lar, on  every  Sabbath-day,  a  pittance  for  their  collation,  ad  mandalum;  as 
alfo  for  every  collation  at  the  feftivals,  as  well  thofe  that  are  celebrated  in 
copes,  as  in  albs  ;*  and  that  both  on  the  eve  'and  the  day  itfelf :  excepting 

R  2  only 

*  The  following  account  of  the  various  drefles  worn  at  different  fervices  in  Eve/ham  Abbey,  is 
among  the  curiofities  obtained  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum.   [Harl.  MS.  3763.  p.  115.  b.] 

"  Mem.  —  That  the  cuftom  of  this  church  is,  in  all  the  feftivals  of  the  bleffed  Mary,  to  ufe 
a  white  vejlment.  On  the  eve  of  All  Saints,  of  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  in  the  fupper  of  our 
Lord,  and  on  the  eves  of  Eafter  and  Pentecoft,  a  red  one.  On  the  nativity  itfelf  we  ufe  a  large 
black  chefable  at  the  greater  mafs.  On  the  fame  day  we  go  to  mafs  at  cock-crowing.  On  Eafter- 
day,  Afcenfion-day,  and  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  for  the  greater  mafs,  a  white  chefable  embroidered 
with  gold  is  to  be  ufed.  On  the  feaft  of  St.  Egwin,  on  the  day  of  All  Souls,  and  on  the  anniver- 
fary of  St.  WHin  and  of  the  kings,  a  lejfer  black  chefable  is  to  be  worn." 

Another  memorandum  that  follows,  relating  likewife  to  the  cuftoms  of  this  Abbey,  t  muft 
infert  in  the  original  language,  for  reafons  that  will  be  evident  to  thofe  who  may  perufe  it. 


"  Cum 
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only  the  collations  of  the  feven  principal  feafts,  for  then  the  pittanciary  is 
to  furnifh  them.  They  ought  moreover  to  have  a  pittance  allowed  from  the 
cellar  for  dinner,  on  each  of  the  oclaves  of  the  principal  feftivals,  at  lean1  of 
fuch  as  have  odaves  ;  excepting  however  thofe  days  on  which  we  wear  our 
copes,  for  then  they  are  found  by  the  pittanciaiy.  But  for  their  collation 
on  each  day  of  the  above  odaves  they  fhall  receive  it  from  the  cellar ;  and 
•this  from  Chriftmas  to  the  Epiphany.  On  every  day  in  mifericordiis  regulari* 
bus  every  two  brethren  fhall  have  one  meafure  from  the  cellar ;  but  after 
being  let  blood  they  fhall  have  one  for  dinner,  and  another  at  fupper.  He 
who  fhall  have  been  cupped  [ventqfatus]  fhall  have  on  that  day  only  one 
meafure  from  the  cellar.  The  fervant  who  fhall  let  the  monks  blood  mall 
have  both  bread  and  ale  from  the  cellar,  if  he  have  blooded  more  than  one. 
As  often  as  the  napkins  (hall  be  wafhed  the  wafhers  fhall  receive  from  the 
refedorer  a  loaf  of  monk's  bread  from  the  buttery.  The  fervants  who  attend 
on  the  monks  while  bathing  fhall  have  from  the  buttery  bread,  and  a  mea- 
fure of  ale  from  the  cellar,  on  each  day  for  three  weeks  before  the  nativity, 
and  for  three  weeks  before  Palm  Sunday.  —  The  Abbots  and  alfo  the  monks 
of  Evefham  fhall  have  their  corredy  (or  allowance)  for  a  whole  year  after 
their  death,  in  the  fame  proportion  as  while  they  lived  ;  and  this  to  be 
beftowed  on  fome  poor  perfon  for  the  good  of  their  fouls.— -The  fervants  who 
watch  with  any  brother  near  his  departure  ought  to  be  provided  with  bread 
and  ale  from  the  cellar.  —  When  the  death  either  of  the  Abbot  or  of  any 
monk  of  another  foundation  fhall  happen,  provided  they  were  members  of 

the 

"  Cum  olim  pro  ufu  fuerit  obfervatum  quod  Ebdomadarius  Evangelium  ad  magnam  miflam, 
quicunque  eflet  in  ebdomada  proxima  ante  Pafcha,  oranes  paffiones,  omnia  evangelia  ipfius  ebdo- 
madae,  lettom  (sic)  in  capitulo  feria  quinta,  ac  benedi&ionem  cerei  in  vigilia  Pafchae,  per  feipfum 
legeret  vel  fumptuofe  per  alium  legi  procuraret :  —  Frater  Petrus  de  Wyk  Prior  cum  confilio  Con- 
ventus  in  Capitulo  inter  eos  celebrato,  die  dominica  proxime  ante  feftum  S.  Gregorii  A.  D.  1338, 
pie  confiderans  ipfius  ebdomadarii,  aliis  deoneratis,  laborem,  juvamen  et  hoc  foli  pofle  contingere 
cafualiter,  multis  annis,  benigne  conftituit  et  rationabiliter  ordinavit,  —  quod  ebdomadarius  Evan- 
gelii  ad  magnam  miflam  in  ebdomada  predi&a,  paffionem  indoca.  (sic)  Ramis  Palmarum,  evange- 
liamferiis  fecunda,  quinta,  et  fabbato,  ac  lettor  (sic)  in  Capitulo  feria  quinta.  Senior  veroDiacono- 
rum,  excepto  ebdomadario  predifto,  paffionem  feria  tertia.  Secundus  fenior  paffionem  feria  quarta. 
Tertius  paffionem  feria  fexta,  et  quartus  benedi&ionem  cerei  in  fabbato  Pafchae  per  feipfos  legant, 
vel  per  alios  faciant  legi  competenter ;  ut  fic  alter  alterius  onera  portatis,  et  lex  Chrifti  impleatur." 
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the  Evefham  chapter,  ad  annale  pro  Abbate  et  trkennale  pro  monadio,  bread  and 
beer  may  be  by  any  poor  perfon  demanded  from  the  cellar  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion which  a  monk  enjoys  while  living.  —  The  cellarer  ought  to  allow  to 
each  poor  perfon  who  mall  have  been  in  the  chapter-houfe  at  the  Lord's  fup- 
per,  one  loaf  and  three  falted  fifties,  and  as  much  ale  as  may  be  necefTary. — 
If  any  one  (hall  preferve  or  add  to  thefe  regulations,  may  the  Lord  increafe 
his  days  upon  earth ,  and  preferve  him  to  eternal  life  ;  but  if  any  one  fhall 
deftroy  or  detracl  from  them,  may  the  Lord  diminifh  his  days,  and  deftroy 
his  exiftence  from  off  the  earth.    Amen.  Amen,  Amen. 


I N  thefe  minute  regulations  there  is  doubtlefs  much  matter  for  wonder, 
fome  for  praife,  and  a  little  for  laughter.  The  former  muff  be  excited  by  the 
tedious  mummery  they  contain  ;  many  charitable  provifions  for  the  poor 
will  demand  reverence ;  and  fome  of  the  more  trivial  inftitutions  will  pro- 
bably provoke  a  fmile.  How  much  muft  a  poor  novice  have  had  to  learn 
before  he  could  look  forward  with  any  certainty  to  the  day  when  he  might 
eat  and  drink  his  belly-full !  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  find 
any  record  that  admits  a  reader  more  completely  into  the  interior  of  an 
ancient  Englifh  monaftery,  than  the  above  paper  of  Inftitutes.* 

But  will  not  fome  pedantry  and  fome  fupeiftitious  regard  for  thefe  mo- 
nadic mummeries  be  attributed  to  the  recorder  of  them?  —  Should  this  be 
the  cafe,  he  knows  not  how  he  can  ward  off  the  imputation  better  than  by 

quoting 

*  In  Stevens's  Appendix  fp.  146.]  is  a  Latin  epiflle  of  confolation  addrefled  to  the  monks  of 
Evejham  during  the  abfence  of  their  Abbot.  It  was  written  by  Peter  Blefenjis,  (or  de  Blots,)  who 
was  archdeacon  of  London,  and  vice-chancellor  to  Henry  I.  about  the  year  11 17.  Nothing  but 
the  great  length  of  this  and  the  foregoing  chapter  would  have  prevented  my  tranflating  and  inferr- 
ing it  here ;  as  (although  not  ftrittly  relating  to  the  cuftoms  of  this  Abbey,)  it  is  written  in  a 
pleafing,  though  rather  enthufiaftic  manner,  and  contains  many  excellent  topics  of  confolation 
under  real  calamities,  drawn  from  religion.  It  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix  in  the  original  lan- 
guage. 
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quoting  the  lines  of  a  genuine  poet,  who  was  himfelf  a  lover  of  antiquity ; 
and  who  pleads  with  much  candour,  as  well  as  with  a  truly  poetic  fpirit,  in 
defence  of  a  brother  antiquary,  in  the  following  terms  : 

««  Deem  not,  devoid  of  elegance,  the  Sage,* 

By  Fancy's  genuine  feelings  unbeguil'd, 

Of  painful  pedantry  the  poring  child  ; 

Who  turns,  of  thefe  proud  domes,  th'hiftoric  page, 

Now  funk  by  Time,  and  Henry's  fiercer  rage. 

 While  cloifter'd  Piety  difplays 

Her  mould' ring  roll,  the  piercing  eye  explores 
New  manners ,  and  the  pomp  of  elder  days, 
Whence  culls  the  penfive  bard  his  piclur'd  (tores. 
Nor  rough,  nor  barren,  are  the  winding  ways 
Of  hoar  Antiquity,  but  ftrown  with  flowers." 

[Warton,  Sonnet  III.] 
*  Dugdak:  —  on  a  blank  leaf  of  whofe  Monafticon  the  above  lines  were  written. 


CHAP. 


ABBEY   AND   BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 


127 


CHAP.  V. 

SITE,  AND  REMAINING  ANTIQUITIES  OF  EVESHAM  ABBEY. 

TH  E  relicts  of  ancient  magnificence  at  Evejham  are  few ;  but  on  that 
very  account  the  more  precious.  Enough  {till  remains  to  convince  us 
that  there  were  once. edifices  on  the  fpot  of  more  than  common  elegance,  as 
well  as  magnitude.  Befide  the  old  gateway  on  the  north,  (which  is  in  the 
pureft  Saxon  manner,  and  may,  without  much  improbability,  be  conjectured 
part  of  the  original  ftruclure,) — the  tower  built  by  Lichfield,  frill  entire, — ■ 
the  two  chapels  of  All  Saints  and  St.  Lawrence,  the  latter  fpeedily  haftening 
to  decay,  and  other  edifices  already  mentioned,  there  are  various  fcattered 
fragments  that  from  their  beauty  and  finifhed  Mile  of  execution  demand  par- 
ticular notice.  But  firft  it  may  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  of  the  general 
lite  of  this  almoft  forgotten  fabric* 

The  whole  of  the  fpace  allotted  to  the  Abbey  is  a  peninfula  formed  here 
by  the  river  Avon.  The  fhape  of  that  part  of  it  on  which  the  Abbey  flood 
is,  with  fome  little  irregularities,  that  of  the  feclion  of  an  ellipfis  bifecled 
lengthwife,  but  not  exadly  at  its  greater  diameter.*  This  bifeclion  is  made 
by  a  long  wall,f  of  which  the  greater  part  frill  remains,  and  which  doubtlefs 

formerly 

*  The  narroweft  part  of  this  elliptical  fe&ion  feems  to  be  that  toward  the  fouth-eaft. 

t  This  wall  was  probably  erefted  fome  time  between  the  years  1 122  and  1 149,  by  Abbot  Re- 
ginald, who  built  much  about  the  Convent.  In  a  pretty  long  account  of  Abbots  which  I  received 
from  the  Britifh  Mufeum  fmce  I  began  this  work,  but  which  I  could  not,  without  fwelling  the 
work  too  much,  infert  at  length,  the  following  particulars  are  related  (in  Latin)  of  this  Abbot. 
"  He  inclofed  the  whole  Abbey  and  the  cemitary  with  an  excellent  wall.  He  built  great  part  of 
the  walls  of  the  nave  of  the  church ;  as  alfo  the  old  refectory,  and  a  regular  locutory  with  a  chapel 
to  it ;  a  hall  for  guefts,  and  the  great  kitchen."   This  account  is  fo  minute  as  to  defcend  even  to 

the 
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formerly  reached  from  the  river  on  the  weft  fide,  to  the  fame  river,  on  its 
return  round  by  the  fouth,  to  the  eaft  fide.  All  around  on  the  edge  of  the 
river  are  meadows  perfectly  level,  and  of  the  richeft  foil.  From  thence,  the 
ground  very  gently  afcends  in  the  elliptical  form  before  fpoken  of ;  and  on 
this  little  elevation  flood  once  the  Abbey  with  its  dependencies,  its  gardens 
and  pleafure  grounds.  All  this  fpace,  excepting  a  fmall  meadow  or  two,  is 
now  occupied  by  fome  of  the  mod  fertile  and  luxuriant  gardens  in  the  world. 
To  a  fpeclator  ftanding  on  any  part  of  this  bank  the  view  is  delightful  and 
highly  diverfified.*  On  the  fouth-eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  four  miles, 
ftands  Breedon  hill,  (which,  next  to  the  Malvern  hills,  has  the  beft  claim  'of 
any  in  this  country  to  the  name  of  mountain,)  with  its  forefts  intermingled 
with  cultivated  fpots  and  farm-houfes,  and  a  fine  park  defcending  to  its 
fkirts.  To  the  eaft,  on  which  fide  is  what  is  properly  called  the  vale  of 
Eve/ham,  are  the  Broadway  and  other  hills,  in  a  long  chain  of  confiderable 
height,  with  almoft  numberlefs  towns  and  villages  in  the  intermediate  dif- 
tance, and  a  tracl  of  country  too  much  famed  for  its  fertility  to  need  defcrip- 
tion.  The  fmall  elevation  on  which  Bengworth  ftands,  with  the  river  at  the 
bottom,  forms  the  firft  diftance  on  this  fide.  On  the  north  is  the  town  of 
EveJIiam.  The  weft  view  is  clofed  by  a  high  and  fteep  bank  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river,  belonging  to  the  pariih  of  Hampton,  of  a  beauty  and  form  entirely  pe- 
culiar to  itfelf.  But  it  is  from  this  very  bank  that  this  delicious  fpot  and  its  adja- 
cencies appear  to  the  higheft  advantage.  The  whole  there  afTumes  the  appear- 
ance of  an  admirable  piece  of  fcene-palnting.  The  objecls  feem  too  artificially, 

though 

the  bells  and  veftments.  "  He  caufed  to  be  founded  the  bell  BenediB  and  its  companion ;  the 
fmall  bell  Gloucejler  and  its  companion :  gave  a  large  black  cope,  and  many  veftments,  books, 
and  other  ornaments  to  this  church."  It  was  plainly  from  the  above  hiftorical  lift  of  Abbots 
that  Talbot's  MS.  was  tranflated  ;  but  with  much  abridgment,  and  in  a  very  mutilated  manner. 
It  is  intituled,  "  Extra&a  particula  de  geftis  Abbatum,"  and  is  contained  in  the  Harleian  MS. 
3763.  fol.  168. 

*  Mr.  Gough,  (among  other  writers,)  in  his  new  edition  of  Camden,  bears  fufficient  teftimony 
to  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  this  fpot.  "  No  fituation"  (fays  he)  "  can  be  more  luxurious  or 
beautiful  than  that  of  this  Abbey,  placed  in  the  centre  of  a  curve  formed  by  the  river  Avon,  and 
on  a  regular  afcent  from  the  river."  [Vol.  2.  p.  370.] 
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not  regularly,  difpofed  for  this  combination  to  appear  the  work  of  nature. 
The  town  of  Eve/ham,  there  feen  at  its  full  diinenlions;  the  hanging  gardens 
around  it;  the  Abbey  fite,  with  the  tower  and  two  highly  piclurefque  fpires 
ftill  ftanding  ;  the  back-ground  of  Broadway  hills,  and  fore-ground  of  the 
bank  itfelf  fteeply  defcending  to  the  river ;  all  together  form  a  fpecies  of 
landfcape  that  will  appear  new  and  peculiar  even  to  thofe  who  are  mod 
converfant  in  the  ftudy  of  nature  and  her  various  fcenery. 

It  is  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  above-mentioned  gentle  elevation  that 
the  chief  part  of  the  former  edifices  feem  to  have  flood  ;  and  it  is  there 
only  that  any  remains  of  them  are  now  to  be  found.  That  thefe  buildings 
were  once  fplendid  and  numerous  may  be  colle&ed  from  the  former  part  of 
this  work:*  but  all  knowledge  of  their  exad  fite  and  formation  was  loft  even 

S  to 

*  The  buildings  already  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  are : 

I.  The  church,  feveral  times  rebuilt,  and  at  laft  brought  to  great  perfe&ion  both  in  fize  and 
beauty.  In  fome  extra6ts  from  a  MS.  work  of  Mr.  Habington  there  is  the  following  account  of 
it._"  It  contained  three  aifles  of  a  more  than  ordinary  breadth,  and  was  extended  from  the  gate- 
house now  Jlanding  eaftward  almoft  to  the  new  tower ,  having  eloifters  anfwerable  on  the  fouth  fide, 
together  with  walks  and  courts  for  the  recreation  of  the  monks,  with  a  very  great  and  curious  walk 
to  go  at  certain  times  to  the  little  church  to  celebrate  mafs ;  which  church  is  now  the  parifh  church 
of  St.  Lawrence.  All  which  Abbey  and  eloifters  were  of  curious  worknianfhip,  and  had  vvithin- 
fide  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  gilt  marble  pillars.  There  were  alfo  in  the  church  fixteen  altars, 
all  in  fo  many  chapels  dedicated  to  their  refpe&ive  faints." 

Concerning  the  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  gilt  pillars,  which  would  feem  a  wajle  of  mag- 
nificence and  fp!endour,an  ingenious  acquaintance  (the  Rev.  Wm.  Aldington,  reclor  of  T odnam,) 
whom  I  have  fometimes  confulted  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  has  a  very  probable  conjefture  that  it 
means  nothing  more  than  that  the  fmall  cluftered  pillars  in  the  church  were  faftened  together  by 
rings  of  gilt  copper.  This  conjecture  feems  fupported  by  a  paffage  in  Green's  Survey  of  Worcefter. 
[p.  53.  firft  edit.] 

II.  The  cloijlers,  frequently  mentioned  in  the  chapter  of  Abbots,  as  alfo  in  the  above  quota- 
tion from  Mr.  Habington :  over  one  fide  of  which  was 

III.  The  library,  built,  or  poffibly  only  repaired,  by  John  de  Brokehamton,  about  the  year 
1295. 

IV.  The  refettory. 

V.  The 
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to  our  earlieft  antiquaries.  Little  now  can  be  done,  unlefs  we  chofe  to 
enter  into  an  ufelefs  train  of  arbitrary  conjecture,  than  to  felecl  each  frag- 
ment that  now  remains  on  the  fpot,  and  defcribe  it  more  copioufly  or  fuc- 
cinclly,  in  proportion  as  it  more  or  lefs  merits  an  obferver's  notice  and  ad- 
miration. 

The  firft  relicl  of  antiquity  that  prefents  itfelf  on  entering  upon  the 
Abbey-fite  from  the  town,  is  the  ancient  gateway  on  the  north  fide  of  the 

prefent 

V.  The  dormitory. 

VI.  The  infirmary  or  hofpital, 

VII.  The  prejbytery. 

VIII.  The  chapter-houfe. 

IX.  The  mifericordia :  I  fuppofe  a  diftin£l  building  from  the  infirmary. 

X.  The  locutory.  Thefe  feven  laft  mentioned  buildings  are  all  noticed  in  the  enumeration  of 
the  "  good  a&s  of  prior  Thomas,"  [p.  24.]  as  repaired  or  improved  by  him. 

XI.  The  almery,  probably  the  fame  with  the  mifericordia. 

XII.  The  kitchen.    In  latter  periods  two  of  thefe  are  mentioned  in  fome  of  the  charters. 

Befide  thefe  it  is  probable  there  was  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  diftinft  from  the  church. 

The  two  chapels  of  All  Saints  and  St.  Lawrence  are  ftill  ftanding.  —  We  read  alfo  of  various 
i  rypts,  and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St,  Anne,  near  the  locutory. 

Many  other  buildings  are  fpecified  in  the  grant  of  the  fite  to  Sir  Philip  Hoby,  and  of  fome  the 
file  is  given  us. 

1.  The  almery  is  there  faid  to  be  fituated  near  the  north  gate  of  the  Abbey. 

2.  The  Abbot's  jlables,  toward  the  fouth. 

3.  The  bajfe-court,  toward  the  eaft. 

4.  Barton-gate,  on  the  weft. 

5.  A  kitchen. 

0.  Two  other  Jlables. 

8,  A  dove~ 
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prefent  church-yard.  It  was  once,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  note  fubjoined, 
furmounted  by  a  tower.  At  prefent  a  private  dwelling  is  built  over  it :  fo 
that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  how  much  of  the  ancient  fabric  remains.  It  is  al- 
together in  the  Saxon  ftyle  of  architeclure,  and  on  either  fide  is  a  row  of 
fmall  Saxon  arches,  riling  about  four  feet  and  an  half  from  the  ground, 
merely  ornamental.  The  ftones  of  which  it  is  built,  and  which  are  remark- 
ably large  and  maffive,  are  of  the  darkeft  brown  hue  from  extreme  antiquity. 
A  large  arch  was  doubtlefs  once  the  form  of  this  entrance,  but  the  building 
erecled  over  prevents  all  certainty  on  this  head.  Entering  through  the  gate- 
way you  arrive  in  the  church-yard,  probably  always  a  cemitary. 

The  two  chapels  (afterwards  churches)  of  All  Saints  and  St.  Lawrence 

S  2  next 


3.  A  dove-houfe,  over  Barton -gate. 

9.  The  jlore-houfe,  abutting  on  the  tower  of  the  north  gate;  upon  the  granary  toward  the 
fouth ;  and  upon  the  almery  on  the  eaft. 

10.  A  whole  court  and  buildings  round  it  called  the  chamberer's-chamber,  abutting  on  the 
Abbot's  pools  againft  the  eaft ;  upon  the  baffe  court  weft;  upon  the  Abbot's  garden  fouth;  and 
upon  the  buildings  called  the  Prince  s-chapel  chamber  north. 

1 1.  Another  kitchen. 

12.  A  houfe  called  the  taylor's,  or  the  apple-houfe. 

13.  Another  called  the  receipt,  where  the  records  were  kept. 

14.  The  Jleward's  lodgings. 

15.  Another  dove-houfe. 

16.  The  buildings  called  Dortor  Prenfe  lodgings. 

All  thefe  were  to  be  excepted  from  deftruftion  at  the  general  wreck  ;  but  what  has  become  oi 
them  fmce  no  one  has  been  able  to  inform  us.  There  were  alfo  referved  the  almery  garden ;  a 
curtilage  called  the  almery  court:  the  garden  called  the  hynde  garden,  near  Barton-gate;  another 
garden  ;  a  fmall  curtilage ;  one  orchard  within  the  park  called  calve' s  croft,  with  a  pool  of  water 
in  it;  and  laftly  another  garden.  —  Though  the  fite  and  abutments  of  thefe  relerved  offices  are 
fometimes  given,  yet  the  very  buildings  and  places  on  which  they  abutted  having  alfo  perifhed, 
very  little  light  is  by  thefe  means  thrown  on  the  general  form  and  original  appearance  of  the 
Monaftery. 
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next  prefent  themfelves ;  the  former  of  which  {lands  clofe  on  the  left,  at  the 
edge  of  the  cemitary,  and  the  latter  near  the  centre  of  the  open  fpace. 
The  church  of  St.  Lawrence  is  now  haftening  to  complete  ruin,  and  as  fuch 
prefents  a  fine  object  to  the  lover  of  pi&urefque  beauty.  The  eaftern  win- 
dow, remarkably  finifhed  and  beautiful,  forms  a  plate  in  this  work,  and  will 
therefore  need  no  minute  defcription.  Of  the  internal  fabric  and  monu- 
ments of  thefe  churches  a  faither  account  will  occur  in  the  article  of  public 
edifices  and  monumental  inscriptions  in  this  town. 

On  the  eaft  from  this  church,  and  almoft  in  a  direct  line  from  its  eaftern 
window,  ftands  the  famous  tower,  with  a  gateway  under  it,  erected  by  Cle- 
ment Lichfield.  It  is  by  many  efteemed  an  almoft  perfect  model  of  the  per- 
fection of  Gothic  architecture  ;  though  in  the  opinion  of  fome  connoifleurs, 
(and  not,  I  fuppofe,  without  reafon,)  the  art  had  befoie  the  period  in 
which  this  tower  was  erected  already  palled  its  fummit,*  and  was  then  verging 
•fafi  to  decay.  This  is  apparent  in  the  ftyle  of  its  decorations  and  in  the 
fhape  of  its  arch,  which,  departing  too  far  from  the  lancet  form,  affumes 
almoft  the  heavinefs  of  the  Saxon  order.  This  ftyle,  arifing  probably  from 
bad  fpecimens  of  Grecian  architecture  obferved  by  our  remote  anceftors  in 
Pale/line,  was  now,  after  its  progrefs  of  feveral  ages  through  the  varieties  of 
the  Gothic  fpecies,  degenerating  once  more  into  a  bad  imitation  of  the 
Grecian  model.  On  the  whole  however  this  tower  is,  excepting  perhaps 
the  towers  of  All  Saints  in  Derby,  of  Gloucejlcr  cathedral,  York  minfter,  and 

a  few 

*  The  period  in  which  the  Gothic  ftyle  preferved  its  higheft  perfection  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  between  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.  and  Henry  VII.  "  All  the  buildings"  (fays  Mr.  Gray,  a 
very  good  judge,  in  his  44th  letter,)  "  of  Henry  the  Second's  time  are  of  a  clumfy  and  heavy 
proportion,  with  a  few  rude  and  aukward  ornaments;  and  this  ftyle  continues  to  the  beginning  of 
Henry  the  Third's  reign,  though  with  a  little  improvement,  as  in  the  nave  of  Fountain's  abbey, 
Stc.  then  all  at  once  come  in  the  tall  picked  arches,  the  light  cluftered  columns,  the  capitals  of 
curled  foliage,  the  fretted  tabernacles  and  vaultings,  and  a  pronation  of  ftatues,  See.  that  conftitute 
the  good  Gothic  ftyle;  together  with  decreafing  and  flying  buttrefles,  and  pinnacles  on  the  out- 
lide."  The  ereftions  of  Henry  VJI.  and  particularly  the  famous  chapel  at  Weftminfter,  will 
plainly  evince  that,  according  to  the  above  definition  of  Mr.  Gray,  the  purity  of  this  ftyle  was 
not  loft  in  his  time.  Of  buildings  ere6ted  afterward,  I  know  of  none  that  comes  fo  near  excel- 
lence as  the  very  tower  in  queftion. 
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a  few  others,  the  fineft  fpecimen  of  architecture  left  by  our  popifh  anceitors 
in  the  whole  kingdom.  It  is  like  wife  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  lateft,  if 
not  abfolutely  the  laft.* —  A  farther  defcription  of  this  alfo  will  be  more 
fuitably  inferted  in  the  chapter  on  the  public  buildings  of  Eve/ham. 

Near  this  tower,  at  the  angle  formed  by  the  cemitary  on  the  fouth-eafi:, 
the  old  wall  begins  to  be  vifible,  and  ftretchcs  away  nearly  in  a  right  line 
almoll  to  the  edge  of  the  river,  weftward  :  nor  is  there  much  doubt  but  it 
formerly  extended  itfelf  to  the  fame  river,  on  the  eaft:  fide.  In  many  parts 
of  it,  toward  the  cemitary,  there  are  vefh'ges  of  ancient  door-ways  and  win- 
dows, which  lead  us  to  fufpecl  that  fome  part  of  it  mud  once  have  ferved 
for  other  purpofes  than  a  mere  boundary.  There  is  alfo  one  very  ancient 
chimney  erected  on  it,  which  ferves  for  a  fire-place  in  a  fummer-houie 
{landing  on  the  wall.  It  is  hexangular,  and  has  a  fort  of  battlement  on  the 
top  like  thofe  belonging  to  the  chapels  in  All  Saints  and  St.  Lawrence  ; 
though,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  on  a  much  fmaller  fcale.  From  hence  it  be- 
comes extremely  probable  that  this  wall,  which  may  have  at  firlt  ferved  only 
the  purpofe  of  an  enclofure,  had  afterwards  cells  and  other  habitable  offices 
annexed  to  it.  It  is  altogether  built  of  the  fmall  flat  ftone  obfervable  in  moft 
erections  of  the  fame  kind. 

Juft  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  this  wall,  but  near  its  eaftern  extremity,  are 
the  pleafant  gardens  and  premifes  inhabited  by  Mr.  Phillips,  who,  with  a 
confiderable  tafie  for  antiquity,  has  every  advantage  for  its  ftudy  that  a  gen- 
tleman can  poffefs.  It  is  on  the  eaft  end  of  his  garden  that  the  famous  arch 
fiill  fubfifts  which  has  fo  frequently  been  admired  and  delineated  by  the 
lovers  of  Gothic  architecture.  Though  its  feet  are  now  buried  in  the  foil  to 
within  about  four  feet  of  the  fpringing  of  the  arch,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  that 
it  muft  once  have  poffeffed  every  advantage  of  elegance  of  form,  as  well  as 
excellence  of  execution.    It  is  pointed,  but  obtufely ;  which  circumftance 

feems 

*  Mr.  Gough  fuppofes  it  the  "  laft  building  ereaed  by  popery  in  England."  [Edit,  of  Camden, 
vol.  2.  p.  370.]  But  I  have  been  credibly  informed  of  an  edifice,  but  do  not  recolleft  where,  that 
was  begun  immediately  before  the  diffolution,  and  left  unfnijhed  when  that  event  took  place. 
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feems  to  fix  the  time  of  its  erection  to  the  eaily  part  of  Henry  the  Third's 
reign,  or  fome  late  period  of  his  predeceffor's.  From  the  fpringing  of  the 
arch  it  is  divided  by  three  mouldings  of  the  neateii  workmanlhip  into  two 
compartments.  In  each  of  thefe  are  eight  figures  now  deprived  of  their 
heads,  (I  have  heard  in  a  drunken  frolic,)  but  of  very  fuperior  perform- 
ance. The  outer  row  are  feated  ;  the  inner  {landing  :  and  the  draperies  be- 
longing to  both  are  particularly  admired  by  curious  vifitors.  In  the  middle, 
at  the  top,  is  a  mutilated  figure  of  an  angel  praying.  The  centre  of  the 
inner  range  of  figures  had,  it  is  affirmed,  once  an  infcription  on  it ;  but 
all  veftiges  of  this  are  entirely  gone.  The  whole  height  of  the  arch  is,  at 
prefent,  only  feventeen  feet :  but  what  was  its  former  elevation  is  not  eafily 
to  be  known.  From  the  ufual  proportion  obferved  in  thefe  Gothic  erec- 
tions, we  may  however  guefs  that,  if  formerly  a  gateway,  rather  more  than 
one  third  of  it  is,  at  prefent,  buried  in  the  earth.  If  a  window,  as  fome 
conjecture,  it  muit  have  funk,  or  the  ground  have  rifen  around  it,  to  an 
incredible  degree.  The  plate  which  accompanies  this  defcription,  and  is 
very  accurate,  will  give  a  better  idea  of  this  valuable  fragment  than  any 
woids  can  convey. 

As  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  church  was  fituated  near  this  fpot, 
and  probably  extended  from  this  gate  weftward  as  far  as  where  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Phillips  now  ftands,  at  about  the  difiance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  this  arch  either  to  have  been  one  of  the 
principal  entrances  into  the  church,  into  fome  chapel  in  the  eaftern  part, 
into  the  prefbytery  or  chapter-houfe,  or  fome  other  building  connected  with 
the  church.  That  it  was  ever  the  great  eailern  window,  (as  I  have  heard 
conjectured,)  feems  to  outrage  all  probability.  The  height*  of  fuch  a  win- 
dow,  in  a  building  of  any  fize,  could  not  be  fuppofed  at  lefs  than  the 

diftance 

*  The  reader  has  no  doubt  obferved  that  the  author  of  this  work  has  always  been  careful  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  probability,  rather  than  exceed  them.  But  I  believe  the  following  calculation 
refperting  this  arch  would  come  nearer  to  the  truth  than  what  I  have  written  above. 

Near,  if  not  quite,  one  half  of  the  arch  is  under  ground.  Thus  the  whole  height  above  thirty  feet. 

If  a  window,  at  leaft  twenty-five  feet  muft  be  under  ground. 

If  a  gateway,  probably  about  fifteen  feet  are  buried. 

At  that  depth  nearly  we  may  therefore  fuppofe  the  pavement  of  the  Abbey-church  to  lie. 
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diftance  of  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  Now  as  the  earth  has  evidently  co- 
vered more  than  one  third  of  the  arch  itfelf,  the  whole  rife  of  the  furface  or 
finking  of  the  fabric,  (for  both  probably  operate,)  could  not,  in  this  cafe, 
be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  eighteen  feet.  This,  though  there  is  no  doubt  a 
vaft  mafs  of  rubbifh  under  the  foil,  feems,  if  not  impofTible,  a  great  impro- 
bability. Neither  is  the  iize  of  this  ruin,  though  fufficient  for  a  gateway, 
equal  by  any  means  to  what  we  ufually  fee  allotted  to  the  larger  windows  of 
fuch  a  fabric  ;  as  the  whole  height,  without  violating  every  rule  of  propor- 
tion, could  never  have  been  more  than  about  five  and  twenty  feet ;  and  the 
total  fran  is  little  above  thirteen.  We  may  therefore  conclude  it  to  have 
been  a  gateway  :  though  into  what  part  of  the  building  it  is  not  now  eafy 
precift-ly  to  determine. 

Between  this  arch  and  Mr.  Phillips's  refidence,  and  at  the  depth  of  at 
leaf!  eight  feet  below  the  furface,  it  is  conjectured  the  ancient  pavement  of 
this  once  magnificent  church  lies  nearly  entire.  The  conjedure  is  pro- 
bable; unlefs  we  fuppofe  the  pavement  to  have  been  marble,  and  thus  worth 
the  trouble  of  removing,  before  the  rubbifh  thrown  from  the  walls  and  roof 
began  to  cover  it  at  the  demolition.  And  even  under  part  of  this  it  is  pro- 
bable there  remain  the  ancient  crypts  or  vaults,  full,  in  great  meafure,  un- 
filled with  earth  or  rubbifh.  That  there  is  a  cavity  here,  as  well  as  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  of  great  extent,  is  evident  from  feveral  circumftances  enu- 
merated in  the  fubjoined  note.*  Much  light  might  certainly  be  obtained  by 
a  thorough  inveftigation  of  the  premifes  by  the  fpade,  and  probably  many 
valuable  articles  be  difcovered  ;  but  the  certain  expence  would  be  fo  con- 

fiderable, 

*  Mrs.  Phillips,  the  mother  of  the  gentleman  before-mentioned,  affured  me  that,  not  long 
fince,  the  pavement  of  their  cellar  funk  in  to  a  confiderable  depth,  and  continued  fo  to  do  till 
prevented  by  a  thorough  reparation,  —  Not  far  from  the  houfe  is  known  to  be  a  cavity  in  the  earth 
of  prodigious  dimenfions,  as  (though  it  has  never  been  opened,)  may  be  concluded  from  its  hav- 
ing ferved  always  for  the  receptacle  of  dirty  water,  kc.  without  any  neceffity  for  its  being  cleanfed; 
a  fmall  opening  having  been  made  to  it,  and  a  grate  fixed  therein  in  the  manner  of  a  fink  or 
common  fewer. — Not  many  years  back  the  Quakers  had  a  general  meeting  at  EueJIiam,  and  booths 
were  ere£ted  for  their  accommodation  on  the  bank,  to  the  north  eaft  of  the  Abbey  fite:  juft  where 
it  begins  to  defcend  to  the  water.    On  making  a  hole  in  the  earth  with  a  large  iron  bar,  for  the 

upright 
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fiderable,  and  the  return  either  in  articles  of  profit  or  amufement  fo  uncer- 
tain, as  hitherto  to  have  deterred  the  proprietor  from  all  attempts  of  this 
kind. 

It  is  impoffible  to  walk  in  this  garden,  which  to  a  native  antiquary  muft 
feem  almoft  clafTic  ground,  without  a  variety  of  emotions  congenial  to  the 
fpot.  When  we  reflect  that  underneath  repofe  the  bones  of  the  founder, 
venerable  from  intrinlic  worth,  of  a  numerous  body  of  faints  and  martyrs, 
that  owed  their  veneration  perhaps  merely  to  accidental  circumftances  and 
the  folly  of  their  cotemporaries,  we  feel  that  kind  of  awe  and  ferious  delight 
which  certainly  partake  confiderably  of  the  nature  of  the  fublime  fenfation. 
Though  thefe  objeds  almoft  of  worfhip  to  our  popifh  forefathers  retain  little 
cftimation  in  the  mind,  or  rank  in  the  calendar  of  a  Proteftant,  yet  on  the 
fancy  of  a  lover  of  antiquity,  while  contemplating  them,  much  of  that 
fombre  fort  of  fatisfaclion  is  reflected  which  refembles,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  light  that  once  gleamed  through  the  dimly-tinctured  windows  of  the 
fabric.  The  number  of  years  that  have  rolled  away  fince  their  interment, 
which  the  mind  always  fubdivides,  by  an  imperceptible  operation,  into 
months,  days,  and  even  hours;  the  numerous  generations  of  men  that  have 
fince  occupied  the  fcene  of  life  ;  the  almoft  infinite  changes  fince  produced 
in  manners,  drefs,  and  cufloms  of  every  fpecies  ;  all  croud  into  the  mind, 
and  produce  in  it  nearly  the  fame  kind  of  fubdued  aftonifhment  which  is 
excited  by  fome  vaft  and  perpendicular  cliff  whofe  head  is  loft  in  mift,  and 
whofe  fides  are  perpetually  fcourged  by  the  billows  of  the  ocean. 

But  befide  thefe  faints  and  martyrs  fo  often  mentioned  in  a  work  which, 
like  the  prefent,  is  compofed  almoft  entirely  from  monaftic  records,  many 
likewife  lie  interred  on  the  fpot  who  had  no  great  pretenfion  to  the  former 
title ;  though  to  their  pride  and  ambition  they  certainly  were  martyrs.  Simon 

Mountfort, 

upright  pole  of  one  of  thefe  booths,  it  funk  fuddenly  its  entire  length  into  the  earth,  and  was  re- 
tained above  it  only  by  the  fork  left  purpofely  on  its  top.  This,  as  well  as  the  above  circum- 
ftances, plainly  evinces  that  there  are  ftill  fubterraneous  excavations  exifting  of  very  great  extent, 
in  explormg  which  the  labour  and  expence  would,  it  is  likely,  be  repaid  to  the  projector. 
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Mountfort,  his  fon  Henry,  Hugh  le  Defpcnfer,  jufticiary  of  England,  and,  it 
is  probable,  Peter  de  Mountfort*  William  de  Mandeville,  Ralph  Bajfet,  Sir  John 
St.  John,  as  well  as  many  other  perfons  (lain  at  the  battle  of  this  place,  were 
interred  by  the  monks  in  the  Abbey  church. f  Simon  himfelf,  though  no 
faint,  was  a  great  hypocrite,  and  a  favourite  of  the  monaftics.  He  ufually 
wore  fack-cloth  next  his  body  ;  farted  and  prayed  much  ;  and,  what  was  frill 
more  efficacious  in  thofe  days,  gave  largely  to  the  church  of  his  poffeffions. 
His  body  was  therefore  taken  from  among  the  heap  of  flain  foon  after  the 
fight,  and  buried  here  with  great  folemnity.  Many  miracles,  it  is  affirmed 
by  the  monks,  were  wrought  at  his  fhrine.  But  thefe  have  now  ceafed  to 
appear,  as  well  as  the  fhrine  that  worked  them.  The  recollection  how- 
ever of  thefe  remote  events  adds  the  charm  of  hiftorical  meditation  and  re- 
refledion  to  the  many  others  to  which  this  folemn  fpot  gives  rife. 

The  houfe  itfelf  which  Mr.  Phillips  inhabits,  though  faid  to  have  been 
compofed  of  the  materials  which  once  formed  part  of  the  church,  retains  no 
vefliges  of  very  remote  antiquity  :  but  his  out-houfes,  &c.  being  more 
flightly  put  together,  and  founded  on  parts  of  the  ancient  fabric,  flill  exhibit 
feveral  curious  fpecimens  of  them.  In  one,  at  prefent  ufed  as  a  ftraw-houfe, 
are  to  be  feen  in  the  walls  (which  are  about  the  diftance  of  fifteen  feet  from 
each  other  in  breadth,  and  about  thirty  in  length,)  arches  of  very  confider- 
able  dimenfions,  and  of  remarkably  light  architecture.     There  are  four 

T  difcernable 

*  It  is  at  leaft  certain  that  the  three  former  were  buried  before  the  great  altar.  Henry  is  faid 
himfelf  to  have  afllfted  at  the  funeral  of  the  earl.  Tyrrel  the  hiftorian  affirms  that  he  faw  at  Cam- 
bridge a  MS.  containing  prayers  by  the  Evefham  monks  addrelfed  to  Simon  Mountfort,  whom  they 
efteemed  a  martyr.    [Dr.  Nam,  vol.  i.  p.  413.] 

t  Some  years  ago,  (but  I  never  could  learn  the  exa£t  time,)  a  fkeleton,  not  in  complete  ar- 
mour, as  is  afferted  by  Mr.  Gough  and  fome  other  authors,  but  with  confiderable  remains  of  ar- 
mour on  it,  was  dug  up  inclofed  in  a  ftone  coffin  in  the  premifes  of  Mr.  Phillips.  It  was  foon 
interred  again,  as  fome  affirm  in  the  garden ;  while  others  informed  me  in  the  neighbouring 
church  of  St.  Lawrence.  It  was  by  many  imagined  to  be  the  remains  of  Simon  Mountfort  himfelf : 
but,  as  there  were  no  infignia  confpicuous  on  the  armour,  it  is  at  leaft  as  probable  that  it  was  the 
body  of  one  of  his  companions,  of  fome  note,  flain  in  the  fame  battle.  Could  I  have  been 
aflured  of  the  fpot,  curiofity  would,  I  believe,  have  urged  me  to  attempt  a  fecond  difinterroent, 
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difcernable  on  each  fide,  and  one,  fomewhat  wider,  at  each  end.  All  are 
at  prefent  clofed  up,  and  feem  to  have  been  fo  many  years;  as  there  are  both 
door-ways  and  windows  in  the  interfaces,  of  very  ancient  flruclure  them- 
felves.  This  place  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  part  of  the  cloifter, 
and  its  fituation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church  feems  to  favour  the  conjec- 
ture. But  the  arches  having  been  flopped  up,  and  that  in  a  manner  which 
feems  to  indicate  this  was  done  before  the  diffolution  took  place  ;  and,  above 
all,  the  two  arches  at  the  ends  render  it  probable  that  this  was  fome  ftruclure 
of  more  confined  dimenfions  than  cloifters  ufually  are : — probably  fome  office 
in,  or  nearly  connected  with,  the  church. 

In  another  part  of  the  fame  out-houfe,  at  prefent  ufed  as  a  repofitory  for 
coal,  are  to  be  feen  the  veftiges  of  an  ancient  ftaircafe  of  confiderable  fize ; 
and  doubtlefs  part  of  the  monaftic  fabric.  The  ftairs  feem  to  have  been 
formed  on  the  plan  now  called  geometrical;  as  the  furface  of  the  wall  they  are 
fixed  to  is,  underneath  them,  nearly  on  the  fame  plane  with  that  above  them. 
Its  jagged  points  and  rough  protuberancies  however,  under  thefe  flairs, 
ferve  to  evince  that  this  may  not  have  been  always  the  cafe.  A  part  of  moll 
of  thefe  flone  flairs  ftill  adheres  to  the  wall :  and  the  upper  flair,  which  turns 
confiderably  round  to  the  left,  is  nearly  entire.  Over  them  are  the  remains 
of  fmall  arches  which  have  likewife  adhered  to  the  wall,  and  plainly  fhew  it 
was  once  arched  over,  and  probably  a  work  of  confiderable  elegance. 
Enough  is  not  preferved  to  inform  us  of  the  exacl  dimenfions  of  the  whole, 
nor  of  the  apartment  to  which  thefe  flairs  afcended. 

In  another  out-houfe  not  far  off,  there  remains  a  niche  of  about  fix  feet 
in  height,  and  of  admirable  workmanfhip.  It  is  impoffible  to  forbear  fancy- 
ing it  the  very  niche  in  which  the  crucifix,  mentioned  in  a  note  on  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  was  once  placed,  and  to  which  daily  procefiions  were  made. 
It  is  furmounted  by  a  Gothic  canopy  of  wonderful  richnefs  and  beauty,  and 
compofed  of  that  hard  and  durable  flone  which  has  enabled  all  the  relics  of 
this  Abbey  to  retain  a  finifh  and  perfeclion  that  I  do  not  remember  elfewhere 
to  have  feen. 

Befide  thefe  remains  of  former  fplendour  preferved  in  the  premifes  of  Mr. 

Phillips, 
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Phillips,  there  are  likewife  two  inhabited  houfes,  one  on  each  fide  of  them, 
that  prefent  many  veftiges  of  it.  Both  were  certainly  parts  of  the  Abbey. 
In  that  toward  the  church-yard  facing  the  north,  in  a  room  ufed  as  a  wafh- 
houfe,  was  once  a  large  arched  gateway,  now  clofed  up,  with  a  fmall  Gothic 
window  over  it.  In  the  corner  of  the  fame  room  is  an  enclofed  round  fpace, 
or  kind  of  turret,  which  once  undoubtedly  ferved  for  a  fpiral  flair-cafe  ; 
though  the  flairs  themfelves  have  long  fince  entirely  difappeared.  In 
another  part  of  the  fame  premifes  may  be  feen  the  remnants  of  a  very  large 
arch,  which  has  its  correfponding  parts,  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  in  the 
coach-houfe  of  Mr.  Phillips.  This  appears  to  have  been,  in  all  probability, 
the  great  weftern  entrance  into  the  Abbey  church. 

The  other  dwelling,  to  the  fouth,  feems  entirely  compofed  of  the  Abbey 
remains.  A  large  Gothic  window  toward  the  fhreet,  Mill  entire,  plainly  points 
it  out  as  part  of  fome  ancient  fabric.  On  entering  the  houfe,  confiderably 
beneath  the  furface  of  the  earth,  you  come  through  a  long  paflage  to  a  kind 
of  niche,  where  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  a  crejfet  or  lamp  was  formerly 
placed.  It  is  of  light  Gothic  workmanfhip  ;  not  unlike,  but  lefs  ornamented 
than,  that  of  the  niche  before-mentioned.  The  top  of  its  canopy  has  been 
broken  off  to  make  room  for  the  low  cieling  above.  By  projecting  confidera- 
bly from  the  wall,  it  admits  of  open  work  on  all  fides  ;  and  has  a  communi- 
cation alfo  with  an  adjoining  apartment,  from  whence  it  was  probably  fup- 
plied  with  oil. — In  that  apartment,  throughout  antique,  is  a  very  large  fire- 
place, with  a  richly  carved  entablature  over  it ;  and  near  it  a  window  of 
confiderable  fize,  and  of  Gothic  conftruclion  ;  the  top  of  which  now  only 
remains  entire.  The  great  breadth  of  this  fire-place,  as  well  as  the  whole 
appearance  of  the  apartment,  feems  to  indicate  it  to  have  been  one  of  the 
feveral  kitchens  which  adminiftered  to  the  luxury,  and  (let  us  not  with-hold 
its  due  praife,)  the  hofpitality  of  this  ancient  foundation. 

At  Coughton,  near  Alcefter,  where  this  Abbey  once  had  confiderable  pof- 
feflions,  there  is  a  large  gateway  to  the  houfe  of  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  which 
is  reported  to  have  been  removed  from  Evejham>  foon  after  the  dilTolution. 
The  report  came  from  fo  good  authority,  that  the  author  of  this  work  thought 
it  requifite  to  make  an  excurfion  thither,  on  purpofe  to  examine  whether  this 

T  2  edifice 
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edifice  bore  any  internal  evidence  of  its  antiquity  and  origin.  It  was  found 
a  very  magnificent  ftru dure,  of  near  an  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  about 
twenty  in  breadth,  at  the  front.  The  fides  are  of  greater  dimenfions.  It  is 
turretted  and  embattled,  more  in  the  cattle  ftile,  than  that  of  any  ecclefiaftic 
edifice.*  The  windows  are  many  and  large,  and  of  a  form  that  partakes  but 
little  of  the  Gothic,  but  fuch  as  we  ufually  find  in  erections  of  about  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  or  his  predeceflbr.  The  turrets  have  thefe  large  win- 
dows as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  building ;  and  one  of  them,  that  to  the  fouth, 
by  which  you  afcend  to  the  top,  has  a  row  of  windows  above  the  level  of  the 
leads.  Thefe  turrets  are  hexangular  ;  and  between  thofe  on  the  north  fide, 
is  a  chimney  of  a  very  peculiar  fhape  :  it  being  embattled  like  the  reft  of 
the  building.  In  two  places  on  the  front,  above  the  firft  and  under  the 
third  ftory,  are  the  Throckmorton  arms.  Some  pains  were  taken,  in  the 
examination  of  thefe  arms,  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  whether  they  were 
of  later  date  than  the  other  parts  of  the  tower.  The  higheft  feemed  evi- 
dently fo  ;  being  of  much  whiter  ftone  :  but  the  loweft  had  every  appearance 
of  being  coeval  with  the  reft  of  the  fabric.  The  arch  at  bottom  is  plainly 
modern  ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  ftones  in  the  whole  of  the  lower  part  is 
different  from  thofe  at  fome  height,  which  are  uniformly  of  a  deep  brown 
hue.  On  both  the  fronts,  over  the  arches,  are  mottoes,  now  almoft  defaced. 
On  the  weft,  the  firft  verfe  of  the  hundred  and  twenty-feventh  Pfalm  : 
Niji  Bominus  edificavent  domum,  &c.  and,  over  the  eaft  arch,  the  following 
verfe  of  the  fame  Pfalm.  Whether  or  not  this  gateway  was  really  once  a  part 
of  Evejham  Abbey,  the  author  will  not  take  on  him  to  decide  ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  appearances  are  not  in  favour  of  the  fuppofition.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  authority  for  it  is  very  good  ;  as  a  gentleman  of  the  higheft  ve- 
racity at  Evejham  has  declared  that  he  had  it  from  the  mouth  of  the  late 
Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  who  no  doubt  had  fufficient  vouchers  for  the  fad. — 
But  in  all  thefe  accounts  of  removed  edifices  there  is  a  kind  of  dilemma,  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  get  rid.  If,  as  was  certainly  the  cafe,  only  the  ma- 
terials were  removed  piece-meal  from  Evejham,  it  is  ten  to  one  they  were  not 
put  together  again  exaclly  in  the  fame  manner  :  —  and  that  any  confiderable 

part 

*  The  reader  will  find  among  the  titles  of  charters,  8ic.  in  the  firft  Appendix,  two  which  plainly 
ftiew  that  not  only  the  principal  gate,  but  alfo  the  greater  part  of  the  Abbey,  was  embattled.  This 
certainly  adds  fome  weight  and  credit  to  the  report. 
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part  of  the  edifice  was  removed  entire  cannot  be  thought  poffible. — At  mod, 
therefore,  we  can  expecl  to  find  at  Coughton  only  a  good  imitation  of  the  weftern 
gate  of  Eve/ham  Abbey.* 

The  reader  has  now  been  conducted  to  every  fragment  that  could  have 
made  any  part  of  this  famous  Abbey.  To  put  them  together  as  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  an  entire  fabric,  or  even  to  conjecture  their  ufes  as  taken 
feparately,  it  would  not  be  prudent,  with  fo  few  materials,  to  undertake. 
From  a  knowledge  of  what  thefe  erections  ufually  confided  of,  and  from  a 
review  of  their  prefent  detached  fragments,  a  plan  of  the  whole  might  un- 
doubtedly be  framed.  But  fo  much  mult  unavoidably  be  left  to  the  illufive 
operations  of  fancy,  and  fo  much  gratuitous  conjeclure  mud  neceffarily  be 
-hazarded,  that  fuch  a  plan  would  probably  feem  as  much  a  reprefentation  of 
any  other  monaftery  as  of  the  Abbey  in  queftion. — By  forbearing  this,  I 
hope  therefore  to  affume  fome  merit,  in  forbearing  to  trifle  either  with  the 
reader's  patience,  or  his  credulity. 

The  feal,  of  which  I  have  been  favoured  with  an  impreffion,f  on  both  fides 
nearly  perfect,  remains  next  to  be  noticed.   This  impreffion  was  affixed  to  an 
indenture  made  between  Philip  Hawford,  the  laft  Abbot,  and  one  of  the  Abbey 
tenants :  and  is  of  dark  brown  wax,  very  hard,  but  rather  brittle.:}:  It  is  circu- 
lar, 

*  Dugdale,  in  his  Warwickfhire,  fays  only  of  this  gate  that  it  was  "  built  by  Sir  George  'Throck- 
morton, who  intended  the  reft  of  the  houfe  fliould  be  finilhed  in  the  fame  ftyie."  The  reft  of  this 
edifice  is  as  unlike  it  as  poffible,  at  prefent.  Sir  George  lived  at  the  time  of  the  diffolution;  but 
furely  Dugdale  would  have  noticed  the  remarkable  circumftance  of  the  removal  had  it  been  true. 
—  In  the  chancel  of  Coughton  church,  (which,  for  its  painted  glafs  and  other  curious  articles,  I 
fhould  recommend  to  the  notice  of  every  antiquary,)  is  a  plate  of  brafs  infcribed  to  the  memory  of 
**  Dame  Elizabeth  Throckmerton,  the  laft  Abbas  of  Denye,  and  aunt  to  Sir  George  Throckmerton, 
knight,"  who  died  in  the  year  1547. 

+  Procured  by  Mr.  Blayney,  attorney,  of  Evejham,  to  whom  this  work  is,  on  feveral  accounts, 
much  indebted. 

%  The  beginning  of  .this  indenture  is  as  follows: 

"  This  indenture  made  the  16th  day  of  December,  in  the  yere  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the 
VIHth,  in  the  lande  fupreme  lordd  of  the  churche  of  England  the  30th,  befwene  Philip,  by  the 
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lar,  and  of  about  four  inches  diameter.  As  this  feal  is  very  clearly  and  mi- 
nutely defcribed  by  Dr.  Nafh,  who  has  alfo  given  a  plate  of  one  of  its  fides, 
(though  it  feems  he  had  not  fufficient  authority  for  the  other,)  an  account 
of  it  is  here  given  almoft  in  the  fame  words. 

In  the  centre,  on  one  fide  of  the  feal,  is  reprefented  the  fwineherd  Eoves*. 
furrounded  by  his  herd,  and  round  him  this  infcription :  EOVESHE. 
VENETIE.  AIT.  WAS.  SWIN.  CORLIMEN.  CLEPET.  VIS. 
EOVISHOM.*  Above,  on  the  left,  a  crowned  female,  followed  by  two 
figures,  the  one  bare-headed  the  other  covered,  points  with  a  crofs  to  the 
church  afterwards  built ;  under  the  reprefentation  of  which  is  written  : 
ECCE.  LO.  QUE.  ELEGI.  Ecce  locum  quern  elegit  Bifhop  Egwin  in 
pontificals,  is  reprefented  on  the  right,  kneeling  to  the  church  ;  and  behind 
him  are  two  figures  which  may  reprefent  the  Virgin's  appearance  to  him,  as 
related  in  the  legend.  Round  the  feal  is  this  infcription :  SIGILLUM. 
SANCTE.  MARIE.  ET.  SANCTI.  ECGWINL  EPI.  EOVESHAMENSIS. 
MONASTERII4 

On  the  reverfe  are,  on  the  left  and  near  the  top,  the  Virgin  and  child  ; 
and  under  them  a  king  giving  to  a  bifhop  a  charter  fuperfcribed  :  DAMUS. 

REGIE. 

permiflton  of  God,  Abbot  of  the  exempt  Monafterye  of  our  bleffed  lady  the  Virgyn  and  Sent 
Egwin  of  Evejham,  in  the  countie  of  Worcefter,  of  the  order  of  Sent  Bennet,  and  the  Covent  of 
the  fame  place,  on  the  one  party; — And  John  Aldyngton  the  elder  of  Myddle  Lyttleton,  in  the  faid 
countie  of  Worcefter  yeman,  Margarete  hys  wyfe,  Thomas  Aldyngton  and  John  Aldyngton  the 
younger,  the  fonnes  of  the  forefaid  John  Aldyngton  the  elder,  on  the  other  partye ; — Witneffeth, 
8tc." 

This  inftrument  is  a  leale  of  the  manor-houfe  and  demefne  lands  of  Middle  Littleton. 

*  Thus  explained  (fays  Dr.  Nafh,)  by  a  learned  friend:  —  "  Eovefhe  fervus  apud  infulam  Ait 
erat  porcorum,  ruftici  homines  vocant  hanc  Eovefi  habitationem."  Or  in  Englifh  :  Eovejhe  %vas 
keeper  of  fwine  at  the  ijland  Ait.    The  country  people  call  this  the  habitation  of  Eoves. 

+  In  Englifh :  Behold  the  place  which  I  have  chofen. 

%  The  feal  of  St.  Mary  and  of  St,  Egwin  bifhop  of  the  Monajery  of  Evejham.  r 


Anti  qui  ties. 


ABBEY    AND    BOROUGH   OF  EVESHAM. 


'43 


REGIE.  LIBERTATI.  Under  the  charter,  the  three  lions  of  England. 
Behind  the  king,  a  queen,  and  an  officer  with  fomething  like  a  crown  on  his 
head,  holding  a  hawk.  Over  the  bifhop  is  a  church,  as  on  the  other  fide. 
Round  this  fide  of  the  feal :  DICTIS.  ECGWINI.  — UHER  ATRINI. 
OMNIBUS.  UNDE.  PIE.  NITET.  AULA.  SAC.  MARIE.* 

This  feal  is  very  ancient ;  but  not,  I  prefame,  of  Saxon  fculpture  :  the  in- 
fcription round  it  is  in  the  Saxon  letter,  and  partly  in  that  language.  But  the 
canopies  over  the  figures  are,  as  well  as  the  churches  represented  on  it,  all  in 
the  early  Gothic  form,  The  figures  are  neatly  and  fharply  cut  in  ;  but,  in  ge- 
neral, (lender  beyond  all  human  proportions.  There  was  another  feal  in 
which  the  horfe-lock  (the  Abbey  arms,)  forms  a  chevron  between  three 
mitres.  A  reprefentation  of  this  may  be  found  in  Tanner's  plate  of  abbatial 
feals ;  but  the  hilt-mentioned  was,  it  may  be  prefumed,  the  feal  ufed  on  all 
occafions  of  moment. f 

There  have  been,  as  may  be  imagined,  at  various  periods,  a  great  num- 
ber of  utenfils,  ornaments,  and  other  little  articles  picked  up  on  the  Abbey- 
fite.  Thefe  getting  into  many  different  hands,  and  often  changing  their 
owners,  it  would  be  difficult  now  to  particularife.  Some  of  them,  found 
many  years  ago,  are  fa  id  to  have  been  fo  valuable  as  greatly  to  have  advanced 

the 

*  It  is  difficult  to  interpret  this  infcription,  though  in  the  Latin  language.  The  word  ukeratrini 
which  is  imperfect,  or  probably  wrongly  copied,  is,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  a  word  of  no  language : 
but  on  that,  whatever  it  be,  the  whole  fenfe  of  the  infcription  depends. 

t  Dr.  Nafh  fays,  at  the  end  of  his  account  of  this  feal : — "  I  fhould  have  engraved  this  reverie, 
[the  fide  on  which  is  the  figure  of  a  king  prefenting  a  charter,]  if  I  could  have  found  any  authority 
for  it  befides  the  impreflion  of  a  plate,  fuppofed  to  be  done  by  Mynde  for  Dr.  Thomas's  intended 
hiftory  of  Worcefterihire  ,•  it  is  there  faid  to  be  among  the  evidences  of  Edmund  Lechmere,  of 
Hanley-caftle,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  Efq.  and  to  be  be  the  feal  of  Abbot  Richard,  in  the 
year  1474.  Mr.  Weft  {hewed  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  1736,  a  deed  of  this  Abbot  of  the  faid 
date,  difcharging  the  Monaftery  of  Alcefter  from  dependance  on  him,  to  which  was  appendant 
this  feal,  with  both  fides  very  fair." — The  author  of  this  work  may  think  himfelf  fortunate,  that 
he  has  been  able  to  acquire  what  had  efcaped  the  refearches  of  the  learned  and  laborious  topogra- 
pher above-mentioned. 
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the  fortunes  of  their  difcoverers.  One,  of  little  or  no  value  at  all,  lately 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  author  of  this  work.  It  was  found  by  digging  in  a 
field  not  far  from  the  Abbey-precincls.  It  is  a  round  plate  of  metal,  appa- 
rently copper,  with  a  fhank  fixed  in  it,  and  is  about  three  inches  in  diame- 
ter. It  has  been  richly  gilt,  and  enamelled  with  various  colours.  Round  it 
is  a  rim,  or  fort  of  frame,  about  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  which  has  likewile 
been  highly  ornamented.  On  the  plate  itfelf  are  three  mitres,  the  Abbey 
arms,  in  green  enamel,  but  with  gilt  edges.  It  feems  to  have  been  part  of 
the  furniture  of  fome  Abbot's  horfe,  and  was  probably  worn  on  the  forehead 
of  that  animal.  From  many  parts  of  the  foregoing  work,  it  will  appear  that 
thefe  dignitaries  were  fufficiently  oftentatious  in  their  apparel  and  other  ac- 
coutrements. 

But  thefe  poor  Abbots  and  their  horfe-furniture  have  now  long  fince  palled 
away,  and  the  fullen  blafts  of  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  winters  have  howled 
over  their  graves,  and  through  their  mattered  dwellings !  —  Thefe  men,  who 
united  a  real  arrogance  to  a  feigned  humility  ;  —  once  fo  bufy,  opulent,  and 
doubtlefs  troublefome  to  their  equals  and  fuperiors ; — powerful  enough  to 
ferve  as  a  counterpoife  to  the  tyranny  of  the  barons  and  nobility,  and  aclive 
enough  not  feldom  to  gain  the  afcendancy  over  them  ;  — thefe  proud  affertors 
of  the  dodrines  of  the  humble  Jefus  are  now  of  no  more  importance  than 
merely  to  intereft  for  a  while  the  imagination  of  a  few  infignificant  enquirers 
into  antiquity !  Upon  the  whole  however, — a  man  who  views  human  life  with 
a  philofophic  regard  rather  to  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  the  human  race, 
than  to  that  opulence  which  accrues  from  commercial  induftry,  and  which 
does  not  always  fecure  thofe  advantages,  will  be  inclined  to  hope,  but  will 
not  without  fome  hefitation  venture  to  affirm,  that  we  have,  at  this  day, 
better  inftitutions  in  their  (lead. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  employ  fo  many  folitary  hours  in  enquiries  of 
this  kind,  without  various  reflections,  which  the  fubjeft  mud  naturally  excite. 
The  temper  of  the  prefent  times,  tending  daily  more  and  more  to  an  extreme 
fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  all  monaftic  habits,  (themfelves,  no  doubt,  an 
extreme  equally  to  be  (hunned,)  rauft  incline  a  thoughtful  mind  to  run  a 

kind 
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kind  of  parallel  between  fuch  orange  deviations  from  the  happy  medium 
of  reafon  and  truth. — A  few  defultory  hints  to  this  effecft  may  perhaps  meet 
the  candid  reader's  excufe,  and  not  unfuitably  clofe  this  part  of  the  work. 

An  emancipation  from  all  prejudice,  and  a  degree  of  illumination  of  intellect, 
unknown  to  our  fober  anceftors,  are  now  the  boaft  of  every  half-informed 
underftanding.  Thefe  lights,  (as  they  Mile  them,)  and  this  freedom  of 
thought  fuch  perfons  are  eager  to  communicate  to  the  minds  of  men  fiill  lefs 
informed  than  themfelves  ;  and,  like  the  ignis  fatuus  in  nature,  to  lead  them 
affray  from  all  their  real  interefts  and  beft  concerns.  They  in  general  neither 
themfelves  poffefs,  or  can  of  courfe  communicate  to  others,  more  than  fuch 
a  partial  view  of  the  duties  of  fociety,  as  regards  merely  their  own  claims  upon 
it.  If,  as  we  cannot  doubt,  there  exift  behind  the  curtain,  to  agitate  thefe 
puppets,  both  men  of  really  enlarged  views,  but  with  minds  blinded  by  their 
enthufiaftic  projects ;  as  well  as  artful  villains  without  either  illumination  or 
principle;  they  carefully  conceal  from  each  individual  thofe  duties  fociety  may 
claim  from  him.  Thus  are  the  ignorant  multitude  excited  to  a  els  of  violence 
and  rebellion,  while  they  fuppofe  themfelves  merely  vindicating  their  proper 
lights. 

To  prejudice  of  every  kind,  or  any  thing  to  which  the  appellation  can  be 
wrefted,  thefe  worthies  allow  no  quarter:  —  and  under  the  name  of  preju- 
dice they  would  willingly  include  all  that  is  great,  venerable,  or  holy.  Thus 
are  thefe  men,  (fuch,  at  leaft,  as  are  fincere  in  their  tenets,)  themfelves  the 
moft  ftriking  examples  of  prejudicial  abfurdity.  The  inviolable  fidelity  of  an 
Arab  to  thofe  whom  he  has  entertained  in  his  tent,  and  who  have  eaten  fait 
with  him,  would  doubtlefs,  by  thefe  enlightened  gentlemen,  be  deemed  a 
prejudice.  Yet  to  this  is  it  owing  that  a  favage  ceafes,  in  one  refpecl  at  leaft, 
to  be  fuch  ;  and  that  numbers  of  our  countrymen  have  efcaped  the  fnarcs  of 
treachery  and  avarice. 

There  is  little  doubt  but,  in  the  fubfequent  improvements  of  the  age,  all 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  affinity,  as  well  as  all  other  our  moft  amiable  propenfities, 
will  fhortly  be  included  within  this  comprehenfwe  term.    In  fact ;  —  what  are 
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fuch  things  to  a  pMloJapher ,  who  confiders  the  univerfe  as  one  family,  and  all 
mankind  as  brethren  ?  —  Brethren,  in  fome  fort,  indeed  we  are  ;  and  to  the 
religion  thefe  philofophers  fo  much  impugn  is  it  entirely  owing  that  we  ever, 
in  any  refpeel,  behaved  as  fuch  : — but  certainly  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
(and  probably  in  any  ftate  that  could  be  devifed,  independently  of  that 
religion,)  brethren,  of  whom  we  [hall  be  ever  happy  in  the  affiftance  of  our 
nearer  and  real  kindred  to  repel  the  continual  attacks. 

The  ages  of  chivalry,  and  of feudal  fervice  which  have,  in  the  prefent  work, 
fo  long  employed  our  attention,  may,  at  leaft.,  be  faid  to  have  kept  our  an- 
ceftors  in  a  decided  ftate,  either  of  peace,  or  of  war:  of  which  the  latter  was 
open,  generous,  and  occafionally  foftened  by  every  kind  intercourfe  of  humanity. 
The  fyftem  lo  much  recommended,  and  even  preffed  upon  us,  by  thefe 
philofophic  gentlemen*  would,  if  ever  adopted,  keep  us  in  a  ftate  between 
both.  If  of  peace,  —  it  would  be  the  peace  of  continual  turbulence,  con- 
tention, and  domeftic  inquietude.  If  of  war,  —  a  war  difgraced  by  every 
fecret  acl  of  treachery,  as  well  as  by  every  poffible  horror  which  we  can  in 
imagination  combine  with  the  moft  felfifh  and  favage  ferocity. 

It  has  ever  appeared  to  me,  that  the  claffic  hiftorians  have  taken  nearly 
the  fame  effecl  upon  the  heads  of  thefe  men,  as  the  old  romances  are  faid  to 
have  produced  in  the  crazy  brains  of  the  knight  of  La  Mancha.  With  the 
violence,  rather  than  ardour,  of  a  fchool-boy,  they  attempt  daily  to  imitate 
what  common  fenfe  would  tell  them  cannot,  in  thefe  times,  be  attained ; 
and  thus  play  at  philofophers  and  politicians,  —  If  a  patriotic  gift  of  three  livres 
fterling  is  to  be  accepted  at  the  hands  of  a  barber's  apprentice,  it  is  done  in 
the  pompous  periods  of  Livy.  —  If  a  paltry  town  or  fortrefs  has  been  taken, 
mural  wreaths  are  decreed,  and  fet  harangues  are  made,  which  refemble  the 
fame  author  in  nothing  but  his  verbofity.  Sometimes  indeed  our  amufement 
is  varied  by  an  affecled  oration  in  the  minced  periods  of  Tacitus,  f  But 

alas ! 

*  Gentlemen  is  a  very  Gothic  term,  and  I  entreat  pardon  for  ufing  it: — but  if  I  had  made  ufe  of 
the  word  men,  it  would  probably  have  been  thought  liable  alfo  to  fome  objedlions. 

t  No  difrefpeft  for  the  clajjics  is  here  intended ;  but  merely  to  the  paltry  and  affe&ed  imitation 
of  them  that  was  daily  exhibited  in  the  French  National  AJfembly,  not  long  fiuce. 
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alas !  —  if  a  general  is  beaten  and  driven  home  with  lofs,  he  is  by  no  means 
received  there  with  the  Roman  generofity,  and  candid  commiferation.  The 
French  baboon  grins  forth  from  the  Roman  toga;  —  and  he  is  either  driven  an 
exile  from  his  country,  or  facrificed  by  the  daggers  of  fcoundrel  and  coward 
afTaflins. 

What  thefe  heroes,  (by  inverjion,)  meant  to  effect,  is  for  none  but  them- 
felves  to  decide  ;  and  is  moreover  now.fcarcely  worth  the  trouble  of  enquiry. 
A  ftate  of  abfolute  anarchy  could  never  have  been  their  only  and  ultimate 
intent :  nor  indeed  could  they  have  fuppofed  fuch  a  ftate  would  fubfift  fo 
long  as  for  themfelves  to  derive  much  advantage  from  it. — Certain  philofophlc 
projectors  are  doubtlefs  lurking  behind  the  tapeftry,  who  would  efteem  the 
blood  of  thoufands,  and  the  happinefs  of  millions,  as  of  little  moment,  in  com- 
parifon  of  a  brilliant  and  noify  experiment.  Thefe  may  poffibly  hope,  by 
bringing  fociety  to  its  original  ftate  of  inconneclion  and  confufion,  to  re- 
new once  more,  lefs  tacitly,  the  focial  compacl ;  and  thus  commence  a  new 
sera  of  exiftence.  But  here  alfo  lies  a  difficulty.  Thefe  men,  at  lead  fuch 
of  them  as  are  not  entirely  blinded  by  enthufiaftic  vapours,  muft  be  aware 
that,  unlefs  the  prefent  generation  be  entirely  extirpated,  (and  the  blame  docs 
not  feem  to  reft  with  them  that  it  has  not,)  no  fuch  event  could  poffibly  be 
brought  to  pafs.  Thus  the  happinefs  and  quiet  of  the  prefent  generation  is 
idiotically  facrificed  to  the  idle  and  vifionary  hope  of  benefiting  fome  future 
race  of  mankind. 

From  a  difguft  to  fuch  difgraceful  fcenes,  a  mind  addicled,  in  any  degree, 
to  ordtr  and  tranquillity /will  not  be  undelighted  fometimes  to  liften  to  "  the 
voice  of  paft  times,"  and  even  revert,  in  idea,  to  the  oppofite  extreme  of 
monaftic  feclufion  and  inactivity. —  A  lively  writer  of  the  prefent  day  has 
obferved,  that  "  the  beft  thing  we  can  often  do,  is  to  do  nothing  at  all"  — 
This,  which  he  applies  to  political  concerns,  might,  I  fear,  be  now  extended 
to  morality  itfelf.  If  nothing  be  done,  at  leaft,  mlfchlef 'and  criminality  will  be 
avoided.  If  to  the  monaftic  the  world  and  its  pleafures  were  faciificed, 
fomefhlng,  at  leaft,  was  gained  :  an  acquaintance  with  God  and  his  own  h^art. 
That  ufelefs  being,  a  monk,  before  the  manifold  abufes  of  later  periods  crept 
in,  and  as  far  as  regarded  himfelf,  enjoyed  bleffings  far  beyond  what  the  pre- 
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fent  race  of  philofophers  could  promife  us,  even  were  the  bejl  of  their  plans 
to  take  the  fulkjl  effecl.  He  was  himfelf  a  link  in  the  chain  of  fubordination, 
that  connected  together  a  number  of  human  beings  in  peace,  order,  tran- 
quility, and  contemplative  devotion.*  —  How  far  thefe  inftitutions  affected 
the  public  weal,  would  be  a  difcuffion  too  weighty  and  extenfive  for  the  pre- 
fent  work  :  but  we  may  venture  to  affirm  that  the  commonalty,  at  lead,  mult 
have  beheld  thefe  monaffics,  while  they  retained  their  primitive  fimplicity  and 
purity  of  manners,  with  reverence  and  the  defire  of  imitation.  Difturbed 
more  frequently,  than  at  prefent,  by  the  ambitious  wars  of  their  princes, 
and  by  the  turbulent  peace  of  their  tyrant  barons,  it  was  probably  owing  to 
this  order  of  men  that  they  did  not  entirely  degenerate  into  barbaiifm  and 
brutal  ferocity.  That  fuch  inftitutions  are  neceffary,  or  even  expedient  in 
the  prefent  times,  few  would  be  fo  bigotted  as  to  affirm: — efpecially  if  it 
be  confidered  how  generally  we  poffefs,  and  how  greatly  we  have  improved 

on, 

*  What  the  ci-devant  comteffe  de  Genlis  fays,  in  a  late  work,  of  the  monks  of  La  Trappe,  very 
nearly  accords  with  my  ideas  of  thefe  inftitutions  in  general,  in  their  early  and  purer  ftate. 

"  From  their  original  endowment,  and  the  bequefts  of  private  individuals,  they  are  fufficiently 
wealthy  to  afford  three  days  hofpitality  to  every  poor  traveller  who  paffes  that  way.  When  all  the 
beds  in  the  houfe  are  occupied,  the  traveller  is  accommodated  at  the  inn,  and  his  expences  defrayed 
by  the  monks.  If,  during  thefe  three  days,  he  falls  fick,  they  take  care  of  him  till  his  recovery ;  he 
is  attended  by  their  furgeon,  fupplied  by  them  with  medicines ;  the  monks  alfo  vifit  him,  drefs  his 
wounds,  &c.  If  any  poor  traveller  be  in  want  of  money  to  purfue  his  journey,  they  give  him  as 
much  as  is  neceffary  to  carry  him  to  the  place  of  his  deftination.  Not  a  day  paffes  without  their 
being  vifited  by  perfons  of  this  defcription,  particularly  foldiers.  It  frequently  happens  that  the 
gratitude  and  admiration  which  fo  much  benevolence  infpires,  induce  the  perfons  who  are  the  ob- 
jects of  it  to  become  members  of  their  fraternity,  and  pafs  their  lives  with  them.  Indeed  whoever 
is  in  purfuit  of- virtue  in  all  its  perfettion,  will  find  it  only  here,  under  a  form,  it  may  be,  fome- 
what  too  aujlere,  but  lb  true,  fo  fublime,  that  it  is  not  at  all  aftonifhing  that  a  mind  fufceptible  of 
enthufiafm  fliould  refolve  upon  the  great  facrifice.  Thefe  monks  alio  affift  and  take  care  of  all  the 
poor  in  the  neighbourhood  for  many  leagues  round.  1  interrogated  a  great  number  of  the  peafants, 
who  fpake  of  them  with  the  refpeft  and  veneration,  that  we  fliould  feel  for  angels  if  they  were  to 
condefcend  to  refide  among  us.  Shew  me  the  individuals  that,  with  the  fame  revenues,  can  do  an 
equal  portion  of  good,  both  by  their  example  and  their  beneficence !  Where  fliall  we  find  fuch 
virtues,  unlefs  religion  infpires  them !" 

The  greater  credit  maybe  given  to  the  above  recital,  as  the  good  lady  who  wrote  it  cannot  eafily 
be  fufpected  of  a  partiality  for  monaftic  inftitutions. 
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on,  thofe  relids  of  ancient  literature  and  fcience  which  were,  by  means  of 
thefe  ufelefs  and  reviled  beings,  preferved  and  handed  down  to  pofterity.* 

"  But  fuperjlition  and  ignorance,  the  parents  of  every  vice,  and  of  per/ecu- 
Hon,  the  mod  horrid  of  them  all,  were  then  triumphant."  —  They  confefs- 
edly  were : — but  that  fuperftition  and  ignorance  are  more  likely  to  beget  in- 
tolerance, than  the  oppofite  extremes  infidelity,  and  what  is  falfely  ftiled  phi- 
lofophy,  cannot  fo  eafily  be  granted.  Our  own  times,  in  fad,  have  plainly 
evinced  to  us,  that  this  idea,  though  prevalent  fo  long,  is  merely  a  vulgar 
error  ;  and  that  there  exifts  no  bigot,  like  an  infidel ;  —  no  perfecutor,  like  an 
atheijl.  How  often  have  we  found  thefe  inconfiitent  philofophers  lamenting 
in  their  writings  the  fad  effeds  of  this  perfecuting  fpirit,  in  former  ages! 
How  often  have  we  fmiled  at  their  juft  farcafms  on  its  inefficacy  to  effed  any 
uftful  purpofe  !  — Yet  to  thefe  truths,  as  they  refped  themfelves,  they  feem 
wholly  and  judicially  blind.  They  do  not  perceive  that  their  fond  efforts  will 
probably  occafion  the  revival  of  a  more  fervent  and  purer  Chriftianity  than, 
at  prefent,  prevails  in  Europe.  —  That  this  may  eventually  happen,  every 
true  friend  to  the  human  race  muft  ardently  wifh  ;  and  by  fetting  before  cur 
eyes  a  finking  example  of  the  goodly  efTeds  produced,  even  by  a  temporal 
fufpenfion  of  the  Chrifiian  maxims,  thefe  worthies  have  unintentionally  taken 
the  neareft  way  to  promote  fuch  a  moft  deferable  event.  We  may  now,  not 
unreafonably,  hope  to  retrieve  that  happy  medium  between  fuperjlition  and 
rational  Chriftianity,  (another  word  for  infidelity,)  which  it  is  fo  difficult  to 
attain;  or,  when  attained,  to  render  permanent.  We  may  yet  be  prefeived 
from  a  fquallicl  laxity,  both  of  morals  and  religion  ;  and,  at  length,  avert 
that  period,  of  late  fo  much  to  be  dreaded,  when  every  vice  that  could  dif- 
honour  the  true  Chrifiian  or  real  gentleman  mould  meet  with  its  abettors,  and 
even  with  fome  degree  of  the  public  countenance  and  fupport. 

APPENDIX 

*  Domeftic  comforts,  doubtlefs  the  greateft  of  all,  are,  it  is  true,  to  be  omitted  in  the  lift  of 
bleffmgs  that  could  be  enjoyed  in  a  ftate  of  monkifh  celibacy.  The  "  Ou  peut  on  etre  mleux  qu'en 
fein  de  fa  famille"  though  of  late  fo  proftituted  by  French  fa&ion,  is  neverthelefs  as  true  in  mo- 
rality, as  beautiful  in  the  mufic  of  the  elegant  Gretri.  But  it  may  reafonably  enough  be  queftioned, 
whether  the  abfolute  privation  of  thefe  comforts  would  be  much  worfe  than  the  confufion  that 
would  be  introduced  in  them  by  thefe  reformers: — who,  making  light  of  the  matrimonial  en- 
gagement, would,  of  courfe,  poifon  all  the  fources  of  conjugal  as  well  as  parental  happinefs. 
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Num.  I.     Carta  Kenredi  et  Offd>. 


[Dugdale,  vol.  i.  p.  145, 
ex  Regiftro  de  Eveftiam 
in  bib.  Cott.  fol.  64.  a.] 

^  TN  nomine  patris,  et  filii,  &  fpiritus  fanfti,  Amen.  Quoniam  tranfeuntis  quidem  mundi 
viciffitudo  cotidie  per  incrementa  temporum  crefcit,  et  crefcendo  decrefcit,  et  ampliando 
minuitur,  crefcentibus  repentinis  variorum  incurfuum  ruinis,  finis  efle  cunftis  in  proximo  cernitur; 
ideo  vanis  ac  tranfilibus  rebus,  manfura  coeleftis  patris  praemia  mercanda  flint.  Qnapropter  ego 
Kenredus,  Dei  dono  rex  Merciorum  ;  et  ego  Offa,  divina  permiffione  Orientallum  Anglorum  guberna- 
tor,  pro  redemptione  animarum  noftrarum  ac  predeceflorum  noftrorum,  et  fubfequentium  falutej 
donamus,  concedimus  in  loco  in  quo  beata  Virgo  Maria  fe  venerabili  viro  Egwino  manifeftavit,  in 
HOMME,  et  prsefenti  libello  confirmamus,  ad  honorem  et  reverentiam  ejufdem  Dei  genitricis, 
lxvij.  manfas  ex  duabus  partibus  fluminis  quod  vocitatur  Avena.  Tres  videlicet  quae  funt  in 
HOMME.  In  LENCH-WIC  j.  In  Nortona  vij.  In  OFFEHAM  j.  In  Lithtona  xiij. 
In  Aldingtona  j.  In  Baddefeia  v.  et  dimid.  In  Bretfortona  xii.  In  Huniburna  ij.  et  dimid. 
In  Willerfeia  vij.  In  Wicwona  iij.  In  Benigwrthia  et  in  Hamtona  ix.  Et  ex  mera  liber- 
alitate,  ficut  dignum  eft,  et  regali  munificentia,  praenominatas  manfas,  ubi  manifeftatio  habita 
fuiffe  refertur,  cum  caeteris  partibus  praeafllgnatis,  regiae  libertati  donamus,  ac  ornnipotenti  Deo, 
■ac  beatis  apoftolis  eius  Petro  et  Paulo  in  perpetuum  liberas  commendamus,  quatinus  ibidem  con- 
gregatio  monachorum,  fecundum  regulam  beati  Beneditti,  poffit  inftaurari,  et  indefinenter  Chrifto 
famulari.  Ad  majorem  autem  noftrae  donationis  firmitudinem,  in  notitiam  tarn  praefentium  quam 
in  pofterum  fuccedentium  venire  volumus  quibus  limitibus  facer  locus  quern  regiae  libertati  dona- 
tum  Deo  contulimus,  circumfeptus  includitur. 


In 
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In  primis  a  Twyford  ex  parte  auftrali  ufque  in  Cronochomme,  juxta  decurfum  fluminis,  ambitus 
loci  protrahitur,  ac  inde  juxta  aquam  ufque  ad  divifionem  terrae  de  Fladeburg,  quae  Meredic  appel- 
Iatur,  k  lie  in  directum  per  afcenfum  montis  per  medium  *  JEldegaren  ad  Ealdenefwinhage,  ab  Eal- 
denefwina^e  ad  Boetagefette,  a  Boelagefette  in  Horthcnol,  ex  quo  per  Lencdune  ufque  ad  divifiones 
terrarum  de  Lench,  et  de  Hervertnn  in  Wennecumbe.  Inde  per  Fulanbroc  ufque  in  Harenwilles  et  ab 
Har enmities  in  Carkejord.  Ac  inde  in  Goldwelle,  et  fic  in  longum  rivuli,  ufque  in  Smalmorefic,  ac 
inde  in  Avenam,  et  fic  in  OJfepole;  ab  Ojfepole  in  Piker  ejlwmme,  a  Pikerejhomme  in  Burglences,  a 
Hlence  in  Ealdenedune,  ab  Ealdenedune  in  Ealdenemixan,  ex  quo  in  Bug^ildejlret  in  Seniejlod,  ac  inde 
in  Chircheflige,  a  C7  irchejlige  in  Fliuindgare,  et  fc  in  Blackanpit.  A  parte  tamen  orientali  non 
longe  a  Blakenpit  in  Merethurne,  a  Merethurne  in  Huniburne,  ex  quo  per  Northamere  in  Eajlhammore, 
inde  in  circuitu  prati  de  Poddenho,  dehinc  in  Podemore,  et  fic  in  Hcrienhal.  Iterum  in  Huniburne 
in  longum  rivuli,  ufque  ad  Staintefortli.  Iterum  in  Buggildjtret  verfus  Scenedune,  ac  inde  in 
Merebroc,  a  Merebroc  in  Meredic,  et  fic  in  Winburne  in  Lalejlhorn,  a  Lalejlkorn  in  Lavergeboerge,  a 
Laverkeboerge  in  Puddenkornme,  a  Poddenhomme  in  Polthorn,  a  Po/tkurn  in  Merebroc,  et  fic  in  Srfln/- 
tanhullefjice,  a  in  Burefwelle,  a  Burefwelle  in  Burefwalles,  ac  inde  in  Ealdegare  quod  indigine 
nane'j  monnes-land  vocant,  fecus  Buggildejlret,  ex  quo,  a  parte  occidentali  ufque  ad  Boerges,  a  Boerges 
in  Halvichejlan,  ab  Alvichejlan  in  Cademunjlre,  a  Cademunjlre  in  Blechemere,  a  Bkchemere  in  Brace- 
dejlane,  a  Bracedejlane  in  Ealdgare  in  Willerfeiarn,  a  Willerfeia  in  Sondbroc,  ex  quo  in  Hegewege,  et 
fic  in  Northhomme,  a  Northhomme  in  Brerthurne,  dehinc  in  Hecheneige,  ab  Echeneige  in  Badefwelle,  a 
in  Litlethurne,  a  Thurne  per  Pichedejho  in  Prejlefmede,  ac  inde  in  Merethorne,  a  Merethorne 
in  Brodemere,  a  Brodemere  in  Eqjlmerelowe,  inde  in  Poticot,  a  Poticot  in  Thrittiacre,  et  fic  in 
iW/V,  a  Ru;wcie  in  Meredic,  a  Meredic  in  Wadberegwe,  a  Beregwe  in  Lihtemcde,  iterum  per  Me- 
mfrc  in  EJenburnen,  iterum  in  Meredic,  deinde  in  Wurtemede,  et  fic  in  Merebroc,  per  Merebroc 
ufque  in  Domnipol,  ex  quo  in  Hullejburge,  ab  HalU'fiurge  in  Merewelle,  a  MerejwdL  iterum  in 

Volumus  infuper  ac  decernimus,  in  nomine  domini,  terram  quinque  caffatorum  quae  Mortona 
nuncupatur,  eadem  libertate  in  perpetuum  gaudere :  quam  quidem  terram  ego  Kenredus  rex 
Merciorum,  anno  dominicae  incarnationis  Dcciij.  cum  jam,  una  cum  venerabili  viro  Egwino  epil- 
copo,  apoftolorum  limina  vifitare  difponerem,  inter  quaedam  alia  donaria  ad  fabricam  monafterii 
conftruendi  in  HOMME  conceffi  eidem,  et  fub  teftimonio  plurium  potentum  meorum  Icripto 
confirmavi.  Statuimus  igitur  in  nomine  domini  et  in  virtute  Dei  fumrni  praecipimus,  tarn  viven- 
tibus,  quam,  domini  prsedeftinatione,  nobis  inpofterum  fuccedentibus,  ut  hujus  donationis  feu 
libertatis  ftatuta,  ad  irritum  deducere  minime  quifpiam  audeat.  Si  quis  autem  hoc  noftrae  muni- 
ficentiae  donum  depravare  vel  diminuere,  feu  quolibet  modo  alienare  verfutus  attemptaverit,  de- 
leatur  nomen  ejus  de  libro  vitae,  et  aeterna  miferrimus,  cum  complicibus  fuis,  damnatione  punia- 
tur,  nifi  prius  fatisfactione  digna  emendaverit,  quod  contra  noftrum  [decretum  obftinatus  pre- 

fumpfit.    Amen.  Atta  funt  haec  anno  dominicae  incarnationis  Dccix.  in  ecclelia  lalva- 

toris  Later  an.  confirmante  Conjlantino  Romanae  fedis  antiftite,  aftantibus  et  confirmantibus  re- 
gibus  Anglia  Kenredo  et  O^a,  rogante  venerabili  viro  Egwino  epifcopo,  cum  pluribus  archiepifco- 

pisi 

*  The  names  of  the  following  placej  are  in  the  Saxon  letter. 
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pis,  et  epifcopis,  principibus,  ac  nobilibus  diverfarum  provinciarum,  cun&is  clamantibus,  et 
dicentibus,  nos  hanc  voluntatem,  et  regiam  liberalitatem  laudamus,  donationibus,  ac  liberta- 
tibus  confentimus. 

Ego  Conjlantinus  Romana  fedis  epifcopus,  per  hoc  fignum  X  fan&ae  crucis,  has  donationes  in 
libertatem  hanc  confirmavi. 

X  Ego  Egwinus  epifcopus  humilis  confirmavi. 
X  Ego  rex  Kenredus  corroboravi. 
X  Ego  rex  Offa  confenfi. 


Num.  II.    Epiftola  confirmationis  Conjlantinl  Papae. 

[The  original  of  this  is  written  in  the  Saxon  chara£ier.\ 


[Dugdale,  vol.  i.  p.  144.  ex 
Autographo  in  bib.  Arundel.] 

CONSTANTINUS  epifcopus,  fervus  fervorum,  Brithwaldo  Britanniarum  ecclefiae  primati 
falutem  et  apoftolicam  benedi&ionem.  Venerabilem  virum  Egzvinum  epifcopum,  quern  bis 
tua  fraternitas  ad  apoftolicam  fedem  mifit,  etiam  nunc  fecundo  manipulis  juftitiae  refertum  tibi 
remittimus,  monentes  quatenus  fic  fuos  effeftus  adjuvando  profequeris,  ficuti  iJlum  a  Deo  incepifie 
et  in  via  Dei  cucurrilTe  cognovifti.  Porro,  de  vifione  ilia,  immo  aperta  oftentione,  qua  fe  beata 
virgo  Maria  ei  manifeftavit,  eque  ita  certum  elfe  teneamur  quemadmodum  de  viri  bonitate  non 
dubitamus.  Denique  vigilantiam  tuam  admonemus,  quatinus  illis  in  partibus  in  quibus  manifef- 
tatio  habita  fuiife  refertur,  concilium  totius  Angliae  cogas;  epifcopos,  facrique  ordinis  religiofas 
perfonas  illuc  convenire  facias,  optimatefque  regni  cum  proceiibus  fuis  adelfe  praecipias,  quibus  in 
nomine  domini  congregatis  denuntiamus,  quod  duo  reges  Anglise  Kenredus  et  Offa,  cum  quibus 
jam  diftus  epifcopus  ad  limina  apoftolorum  venit,  in  loco  oftenfae  vifionis  plurima  de  fuis  beneficiis 
in  praefentia  noftra  regia  libertate  donata,  et  apoftolica  auftoritate  confirmata  contulerunt,  quati- 
nus ibidem  congregatio  monachorurn,  fecundum  regulam  memorandi  patris  Beneditli,  quae  minus 
in  illis  partibus  adhuc  habetur  poflit  inftaurari  et  indefinenter  Chrifto  famulari.  Ipfas  autem  do- 
nationes et  beneficia  praefati  reges  in  ipforum  privilegio  nominatim  determinaverunt,  et  a  nobis 
corroborari  fecerunt.  Igitur,  frater  dilefte,  quoquomodo  Chrifto  annuntietur  lucrum  Chrifti  re- 
quire, opus  Chrifti  exerce,  promulgatifque  in  concilio  fententiis,  tu  a  Deo  oftenfae  vifionis,  turn 
apoftolicae  au6loritatis,  turn  regire  libertatis  et  donationis,  turn  tui  ipfius  clerique  et  populi  afienfus 

et 
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et  favoris,  conftitue  ovile  Chrifto  divinitus  oftenfum,  apoftolica  auftoritate  fultum,  regia  libertate 
donatum,  cleri  et  populi  benedi£Uone  fancitum.  Tibi  autem  et  fuccefforibus  tuis,  memorato  Eg- 
ivino  epifcopo  aflentiente,  curam  animarum  ejufdem  ecclefiae  prsecipue  injungimus,  ut  fi.quod  abfit, 
aliquo  diaboli  impulfu  quifquam  pervafor  aut  tirannus  facrum  locum  minuere  aut  impugnare  prae- 
fumpferit,  tibi  a  Deo  conceflbe  poteftatis  fententia,  et  anathematis  percuflus  verbere  complere  non 
audeat.  Si  quid  vero  fmiftrae  partis  inibi  compertum  fuerit  oriri,  auribus  fumini  pontificis  patriae 
potius  deferatur,  quam  per  alicujus  occultam  fententiam  fan&us  locus  injufte  depravetur.  Ipfum 
ergo  locum  quam  regia  poteftas  regiae  libertati  donavit,  et  nos  au£toritate  Dei  et  fanftorum  apofto- 
lorum  et  noftra  donamus,  ut  nullus  cujufcunque  ordinis  homo  hoc  quod  conftituimus  depravare 
aut  minuere  praefumat.  Qui  hoc  deflruxerit,  aut  male  contaminaverit,  fit  ille  maledi6tus.  Qui 
vero  fervaverit  et  adauxerit  benedi&ionibus  repleatur. — Scripta  haec  epiftola  anno  dominicae  incar- 
nationis  dccix.  in  ecclefia  falvatoris  Lateranenfi,  praecipiente  et  confirmante  Conjiantino  apoftolicae 
fedis  antiftite,  aftantibus  et  confirmantibus  regibus  Angliae  Kenredo  et  Offa,  rogante  venerabili  viro 
Egwino  epifcopo,  coram  pluribus  archiepifcopis  et  epifcopis  et  principibus  et  nobilibus  diverfarum 
provinciarum,  cunftis  clamantibus  et  dicentibus,  quicquid  in  hac  conflitutione  veftra  fanclitas  ex- 
ercet,  laudamus,  concedimus  et  confirmamus. 

X  Ego  Confiantinus  Romanae  fedis  epifcopus  per  fignum  fan&ae  crucis  has  donationes  et  liberta- 
tern  confirm  avi. 

X  Ego  Egwinus  humilis  epifcopus  confirmavi. 
X  Ego  Kenredus  rex  corroboravi. 
X  Ego  Offa  rex  confenfi. 


Num.  III.    Carti  Egwini  Wigornknfis  epifcopi. 


[Dugdale,  vol.  i.  p.  146. 
ex  eodem  MSto.] 

T7GO  Egwinus,  Wicciorum  humilis  epifcopus,  volo  manifeftare  omnibus  fidelibus  Chrifti,  quali- 
ter  per  fanfti  fpiritus  infpirationem,  et  per  labores  multarum  k  magnarum  vifionum  oftenfum 
eft  mihi,  quod  ego  primum  unum  locum  edificare  deberem  ad  laudem  k  gloriam  omnipotentis  Dei 
et  Sanftae  Maria,  omnium  eleftorum  Chrifti,  et  etiam  mihi  ad  eternam  retributionem.  Cum 
igitur  maxime  floreremi  in  diebus  Ethelredi  regis,  expeti  ab  eo  locum  qui  HA  UM  nuncupatur, 
in  quo  loco  fanfta  et  perpetua  virgo  Maria  primum  cuidam  paftori  gregum,  Eoves  nuncupate  de- 
hinc  etiam  mihi  cum  duabus  virginibus  librvun  in  manibus  tenens  apparuit.    Mundavi  igitur  lo- 

X  cum, 
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cum,  opufque  inceptum,  Dei  optimi  hudetur  gratia,  ad  fiaem  perduxi.  Volo  igitur  oftendere 
omni  fequenti  generationi  quas  pofleffiones  fupradifto  loco  acquifivi,  et  ipfas  terras  ab  omni  exac- 
tione  poteftatum  omnium  adquietavi,  ipfamque  adquietationem  apoftolicis  auttoritatibus  et  privile- 
ges, necnon  et  regalibus  edittis  confirmari  feci,  ut  fratres  fecundum  regulam  faruSti  Benedict  inibi 
Deo  fervientes  fine  perturbatione  vitam  agerent.  Nomina  etiam  villarum  volo  manifeftare,  quas 
omnes  liberas  et  jufte  acquifitas  Deo  et  fanftae  Maria  obtuli.  Itaque  ab  Athelredo  rege  quoddam 
coenobium,  quod  Flendaburch  nominatur  obtinui,  quod  poftea  pro  alio  coenobio  quod  Streatforda 
nominatur  mutavi,  poft  parvum  vero  tempus  a  preditfi  regis  fratre  Ofwardo  viginti  manfas  in  loco 
qui  Troiford  appellatur  adquifivi. 

Poftea  vero  fuccedente  in  regnum  Kenredo  conceffit  et  ipfe  mihi  o&oginta  quatuor  manfas  fuper 
utrafque  partes  illius  fluminis,  quod  Avona  vocitatur.  Quidam  autem  adolefcens,  Athericus  no^ 
mine,  0R0  manfas  mihi  conceffit,  et  Walterus  venerandus  facerdos  alias  otto  mihi  manfas  donavit. 
Sicque  Deo  propitio  brevi  tempore  CXX.  manfas  predifte  Chrifti  ecclefie  acquifivi,  ficut  fcriptum 
eft  et  confirmatum  in  chartis  ecclefiae,  et  in  libro  manifeftatur  terra  et  termini  ejus,  quern  fcripfit 
Brichtivaldus  epifcopus,  et  di&avit  precepto  Romani  pontificis,  cum  confenfu  principum  totius 
Anglia.  Haec  vero  funt  nomina  villarum  quas,  ut  fupradittum  eft,  acquifivi;  EOVESHAM, 
BENYAGURTH,  HANTUN,  BADDESEY,  WICQUE,  HABURNE,  BRADFORTUN,  WIL- 
LERSLEY,  WITHLEY,  SAMBURN,  KINWARTUN,  SALTFORD  major  et  minor;  AM- 
BRESLEY,  ULBEORY,  MORTUN,  BUCHTUN,  MELEYGARESBERRIE,  TITTLESTROM- 
PE,  Snella  major,  MAYELDESBEORDY,  SILDSWICK  quoque.  Has  omnes  terras,  ut  prefatus 
fum,  liberas  ab  omni  calumnia  adquifivi  et  fanctae  Dei  ecclefiae  obtuli.  Qui  ergo  locum  quem 
apoftolica  dignitas  et  regia  poJeftas  regia  libertate  donavit,  et  nos  auftoritate  Dei  et  fan£torum 
apoftolorum  donamus,  depravare  aut  minuere  vel  contaminare  prefumpferit,  judicetur  ante  tribu- 
nal Chrifti,  et  nunquam  in  Chrifti  veniat  memoriam,  nifi  in  hac  vita  penitens  emendet.  Qui  vero 
fervaverit  et  adauxerit,  benedi&ionibus  repleatur.  Fiat.  Amen.  —  Scripta  eft  haec  charta  anno 
Dominicae  incarnationis  DCCxiv. 

X  Ego  Egxmnus  per  fignum  fan£lae  crucis. 
X  Ego  Kenredus  rex  fubfcripfi. 
X  Ego  Offa  per  fignum  crucis  confirmavi. 
X  Ego  Brkhwaldus  archiepifcopus  fubfcripfi. 
Ego  Ofwardus  frater  ejus  confirmavi. 


Num 
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{  Dugdale,  vol.  i.  p.  isi. 
exReg.  Wigorn.  in  Bib. 
Cott.  Tiberius  A.  J3. 
fol.  10.  a.] 

REVERENTISSIM^E  femper  memoriae  pontificis  Ojifori,  ego  Ecuuine  Deo  diipenfante 
fucceflbr  in  epifcopatum  exifto.  Monafterium  autem  cui  nomen  eft  Fledanburch,  quod  in 
hac  eadem  cartula  ex  altera  ejus  parte  eidem  praedifto  praedeceflori  meo  fubfcriptione  regali  tradi- 
tum  afleratur,  huic  venerabili  noftro  fecundum  feculum  principi  JEthelheardo,  quantum  id  a  me 
fieri  poteft,  in  poflefllonem  concedo,  ea  tamen  conditione,  ut  femper  inibi  coenobialis  vitae  ftatuta 
ferventur.  Pro  recompenfatione  vero  hujus  nofirae  donationis,  in  loco  cui  nomen  eft  net  Stret- 
forda  xx.  caflatorum  terram  ab  eo  in  jus  ecclefiafticum  accepi.  Sciendum  tamen  me  rationabili 
quadam  caufa  conpulfum  id  voluifle  facere  ut  ei  xliiij.  manentium  terram  pro  viginti  manentis 
darem,  id  eft,  ea  conditione  ut  poft  diem  ejus  terra  ifta  fine  contradiftione  aiicujus  ad  Weogernenfem 
ecclefiam  in  jus  epifcopali  fitdonata  mihi  et  illi  Ojlforoque  meo  anteceflbri  elemofinam  fempiternam. 
Pax  confirmantibus  atque  fervantibus :  minuentibus  vero  vel  contradicentibus  difperfio  perveniat 
fempiterna.  jEthelric 
JEthelbert 
Omulinge  abbas. 

Hii  funt  confirmatores  et  teftes. 


Num.  V.     Carta  Offce  Regis  Merciorum  de  Eowengolad. 


[Chart.  Heming.  p.  638.  ex 
Vefp.  B.  xxiv.  in  bib.  Cott.] 

T  N  nomine  Domini  Summi :  Ego  Offa,  Almi  regnantis  gratia  Rex  Merciorum,  partem  terre  juris 
mei,  quam  largiflua  benevolentia  Dominus  gratis  donavit,  Efme  Comiti,  Praefeftoque  meo, 
Tura  trium  tributariorum  vocat.    Eowengelad  perdonabo;    anno  ab  Incarnatione  Domini, 
DCClxxxiiij,  et  regni  mei,  xxvij.    Et  fie  ager  hoc  pretio  emptus  eft ;  C.  oves,  XXX.  boves  et 

X  2  vaccas. 
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yaccas.  XXX.  equos  idomitas  (sic)  dedit.  Rus  etiam  hoc  modo  donatum  eft,  et  fuum  mafculum 
poflideat  et  non  femininum  ;  et  poft  obitum  profapie  illius  data  fit  tarn  villa,  quam  univerfa  terra, 
que  in  fua  poteftate  eft,  ad  religiofam  Ecclefiara  que  nuncupatur  Evejham, 

Ego  Offa. 
Ego  Cinedred. 
Ego  Borthunus. 


Num.  VI.    Carta  Edwardi  Regis  de  terra  eadem. 


[Chart.  Heming.  p.  639.  ex 
Vefp.  B.  xxiv.  in  bib.  Cott.] 

IN  nomine  Domini  noftri  Jefu  Chrifti.  Ego  Eadwardus  Rex  fum  teftis,  quod  Mannte  Abbas, 
et  Mthehvius  Monachus,  emerunt  ab  Eammero  terram,  que  ab  incolis  vocitatur  Eunelade;  et 
ego  concedo  ex  mea  parte,  ut  femper  fit  ad  menfam  (sic)  fratribus :  Et  fi  aliquis  foras  miferit, 
Deus  mittat  eum  foras  de  Paradifo.  His  teftibus  confentientibus,  quorum  hie  inferius  nomina 
carraxari  (sic)  videntur. 

X  Ego  Eadwardus,  Rex  Anglorum,  fubferipfi. 

Ego  Edjinus,  Dorobernenfis  Ecclefie  Archipreful,  confenfi. 

Ego  JElfricus,  Eboracenfis  Archipreful,  confenfi. 

Ego  Lifng  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Ealdred  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Wlfsing  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  JEtheljlan  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Dodeca  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Stigand  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Eadnoth  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Willelm  Epifcopus  confenfi. 

Ego  Leofric  Dux  confenfi. 

Ego  Godwine  Dux  confenfi. 

Ego  Siward  Dux  confenfi. 

Ego  Swegn  Dux  confenfi. 

Ego  Beorn  Dux  confenfi. 

Ego  ALlfgor  Minifter  confenfi. 

Ego 
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Ego  Mlfstan  Minifter  confenfi. 
Ego  Mergeat  Minifter  confenfi. 
Ego  Owine  Minifter  confenfi. 
Ego  Alfnod  Minifter  confenfi. 
Ego  Mannis;  Abbas  confenfi. 
Ego  Godwine  Abbas  confenfi. 
Ego  Mlfric  Abbas  confefi. 
Ego  ALglwine  Decanus  confenfi. 
Ego  Wlmer  Minifter  confenfi. 


Num.  VII.     Carta  JElJgari  Ducis  de  Deilesford. 


[Chart.  Heming.  p.  640.  ibidem.] 

IN  Nomine  Domini  noftri  Jefu  Chrifti.  Ego  JElfgarus  Dux  demonftro  ad  omnes  fideles  Dei, 
quod  ego  reddidi,  per  licitum  Domini  mei  Regis  Eadwardi,  terram  que  dicitur  Deilesford 
JEgelwio  Abbati,  propter  fex  marcas  auri,  ad  opus  Sanfte  Marie  de  Eovejliam  in  cibum  (sic)  fratri- 
bus;  audivi  enim,  et  fcio,  quia  ilia  terra  antiquitus  jacuit  ad  Ecclefiam,  et  ideo  reddidi  ei:  Et 
fiquis  de  Ecclefia  retraxerit,  de  regno  Chrifti  retrahatur. 

X  Ego  Eadwardus  Rex  Auglorum,  fubfcripfi. 
Ego  Eadgith  Regina  confenfi. 
Ego  Stlgandus  Archiepifcopus  confenfi. 
Ego  Aldredus  Archiepifcopus  confenfi. 
Ego  Wlwl  Epifcopus  confenfi. 
Ego  W'tllelm  Epifcopus  confenfi. 
Ego  Slward  Epifcopus  confenfi. 
Ego  Leofric  Dux  confenfi. 
Ego  Harald  Dux  confenfi. 
Ego  Mljgar  Dux  confenfi. 
Ego  Tojl'mg  Dux  confenfi. 
Ego  Leofwine  Dux  confenfi. 
Ego  Mljwine  Abbas  confenfi. 
Ego  Alfsi  Abbas  confenfi. 
Ego  Brand  Abbas  confenfi. 


Num. 
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Num.  VIII.    Carta  Leofrki  Comitis  de  terra  de  Hamtune, 


[Dugdale,  vol.  2.  p.  852. 
ex  reg.  Eves.  f.  26.  a.] 

EGO  Leofricus  Comes  manifefto  in  Brevi  ifto;  quod  temm  quae  vocatur  Heamtunc,  ad  Monaf- 
terium  de  Evejham  dedi et  mifi  in  illam  Ecclefiam,  quam  ego  et  conjux  mea  Godgyve  ibidem 
in  honore  Santtae  et  individuae  Trtnitatis,  pro  animabus  noftris  devote  aedificavimus ;  et  hoc  cum 
viftu  et  hominibus,  et  omnibus  rebus  et  confuetudinibus  ad  eandem  pertinentibus,  ita  ficuti  ego 
ipfe  unquam  melius  illam  in  manu  mea  tenui  et  poffedi :  Et  ego,  quamdiu  vixero,  illius  terrae 
procurator  et  defenfor  effe  volo ;  et  confentire  nolo,  ut  aliquis  injufticiam  in  ea  faciat  plus  nunc, 
quam  tunc,  quando  in  manu  mea  ipfum  habui,  et  in  ea  fedi.  Iftam  terram  ex  dono  regio  accepi ; 
et  ad  earn,  ficut  Cnut  Rex  mihi  conceffi,  veni,  quia  fuaeerat  poteftatis  earn  concedendam  cui  vellet 
tradi;  nam  frater  meus  Normannus  illam  ante  me  habuit,  ficut  Rex  Ethelredus,  ad  relinquendum,poft 
fe,  cui  haeredi  voluiffe't  libenter  ei,  pro  fua  grato  fervicio  earn  conceflit ;  quia  ex  praevaricatione  in 
jus  ejus,  re&o  nobilium  fuorum  judicio,  accepit;  et  ipfe  frater  meus  tam  diu  fine  clamore  et  ca- 
lumpnia.  omnis  hominis  in  ea  fedebat  et  poffidebat,  quamdiu  vivebat;  et  ego  poft  eum  quantum 
michi  placuit ;  Et  qui  modo  habent,  ficuti  ego  habui,  volo  ut  ipfi  habeant.  Ifte  brevis  fcriptus 
habetur,  ut  fit  in  teftimonium  et  meae  elemofinae  ftabile  firmamentum,  quam  Ecclefiae  concefli 
fervis  Dei,  ad  eorum  vi6tum.  Modo  eft  Birtegus  Epifcopus  teftis  hujus  meae  donationis,  et  totus 
Comitatus  Wigornienfis  Civitatis.  Deus  totius  mundi  creator  et  rector,  qui  cun&a  creavit  et  fecit, 
et  cunctorum  corda  Tcrutatur  et  renes,  cunftos  qui  huic  meae  donationi  adjuvaverit,  ut  firma  fit, 
fua  benediftione  multiplicet,  et  cuftodiat :  Et  accrefcere  qui  voluerint,  cuftis  bonis  crefcant  et 
iepleantur. 


Num.  IX.     Carta  Regis  WUlielmi,  terras  ad  Evejhamenfem  Abbathiam,  in 
Warwkerifi  Comitatu  jacentes,  confirmans. 


[Dugdale,  ibidem.] 

REX  Anglorum  W.  Epifcopo,  et  R.  Vicecomiti  falutem:  mando  vobis  et  praecipio, 
•  quatinus  Adelwlnum  Abbatem  terras  Ecclefiaa  de  Evejham  ;    Salt 'or da  fcilicet  et  Edricejlun, 
et  M'rfecotam,  et  Ragele,  et  Arwam,  et  Ecclejhalam,  et  B  -        t  wth,  et  Grafton-  et  Withhkesford, 

et 
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et  Dorfitone,  et  alias  terras,  quas  in  Vicecomitatu  de  Warewic  habet,  cum  magno  honore  et  quiete 
tenere  faciatis,  ut  eas  habeat  et  teneat  ad  urns  fervorum  Dei,  cum  mea  bona  pace  et  prote&ione: 
Et  tibi  praecipio  R.  Vicecomes,  ut  non  confentias,  quod  aliquis  injufticiam  de  aliqua  re  faciat; 
quia  confentire  nolo ;  fet  cum  faca  et  foca,  et  omnibus  confuetudinibus  plenaliter  fuas  res  teneat : 
Et  fi  ei  aliquis  injuftitiam  facere  praefumpferit,  clamet  ad  me  Abbas  et  ego  ei  plenam  re&itudinem, 
de  quibus  clamaverit,  faciam. 


Num.  X.    Carta  Robertl  de  Stafford,  donationem  de  Wrolejlek  et  Livinlone, 
per  Robertum  avum  fuum,  confirmans. 


{Dugdale  ex  Reg.deEves. f.  52.  a.] 

SCI  ANT  univerfi,  tarn  praefentes  quam  futuri,  quod  ego  Robertas  de  Stajfordia,  et  Roberta, 
filius  meus  et  haeres,  conceffimus  et  confirmavimus,  et  praefenti  fcripto  atque  figillo  corrobora- 
vimus  donationes  terrarum  illarum,  fcilicet  Wrotejleie  et  Livlntune,  quas  Rodbertus  avus  meus  con- 
tuiit,  et  Pater  meus  Nicholaus  conceffit  Ecclefiae  de  Eovejham,  et  Monachis  ibidem  Deo  fervientibus , 
ut  praenominata  Ecclefia  terras  illas  praedi6tas  habeat  et  poffideat  in  puram  atque  perpetuam  elemo~ 
finam;  atque  imperpetuum  teneat  praedifta  Ecclefia  praedi&as  terras  liberas  et  quietas,  et  folutas  ab 
omni  exaftione  et  feculari  fervicio,  tarn  regio,  quam  ad  me  et  ad  haeredes  meos  pertinente;  in 

lylvis,  in  pratis,  et  in  pafcuis,  et  in  omnibus  aifiamentis,  quae  ad  praedi&as  villas  pertinent.  — 

Hiis  teftibus, 

Rodberto  filio  Odonis, 
Willielmo  de  Wltteleia, 
Rodberto  fratre  ejus, 
Godfrido  Bras, 
Johanne  Conjlabulario, 
Rogero  de  Ulehale, 

Rodberto  Clerico,  et  pluribus  aliis. 


Num. 
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Num.  XI.    Carta  Waldemari  Regis  Danorum  de  Priorate  de  Othenefie  in  Dania, 

cella  de  Eve/ham. 


[Dugdale  ex  Reg.  de  Evefti.) 

\\ 7ALDEM  ARUS  Dei  gratia  Rex  Danorum,  univerfis  fan&ae  matris  ecclefiae  filiis  falutem. 
"  *  Quod  antiqua  praedeceflorum  majeftas  firmavit,  nullatenus  volumus  infirmare,  verum 
prout  debemus,  et  poffumus,  roborare,  et  ampliare.  Notum  fatis  eft,  et  verum  eft,  quod  cum 
avus  meus,  piae  memoriae  Ericus,  apud  Othenefei  monachos  habere  defponeret,  fuggerente  et  confti- 
tuente  Hubaldo  tunc  ibidem  epifcopo,  aedificatores  primos  de  ecclefia  Evejhamenfi,  et  monafticae  re- 
ligionis  inftitutores  accepit.  Dignum  itaque  judicamus,  ut  confederationem  ecclefiae  de  Othenefei 
quam  habet  ad  matrem  fuam  ecclefiam  de  Evejham,  et  dignitatem  quam  habet  ecclefia  Evejhamenfis 
in  filiam  ecclefiam  de  Othenefei,  a  praefuto  avo  meo  Erico  confirmatam,  autoritate  noftra  firmemus: 
Ut  fcilicet  ecclefia  de  Othenefei  matrem  fuam  de  Evejham  veneretur,  concilium,  et  auxilium  in  defo- 
latione  ab  ea  quaerat.  Ecclefia  de  Evejham  filiam  fuam,  ecclefiam  de  Othenefei,  et  filios  inibi  habi- 
tantes,  diligat,  et  foveat.  Prior  loci  de  Othenefei,  apud  Evejham  vel  Othenefeiam,  ele&us,  au&ori- 
tate  matricis  ecclefiae  de  Evejham  firmetur.  Si  quis  frater  cum  licentia  ad  utroflibet  venerit,  ficut 
Monachus  ecclefiae  fufcipiatur,  nec  in  aliquo,  quod  ad  fratres  ecclefiae  pertineat,  fiat  alienus.  Sic 
ufque  ad  tempora  noftra  fuifle,  et  lie  effe  debere,  et  haec  Othenienjis,  et  ilia  Evejhamenfis  teftatur  ec- 
clefia, quod  et  nos  in  omnibus  imperpetuum  obfervari  volumus,  et  au6toritate  noftra  praecipimus, 
et  ne  ducatur  id  in  irritum,  at  inconcuffum  et  ratum  maneat,  figilli  noftri  teftimonio  confirma- 
mus.  Haec  confervantes  confervet  Dominus,  renitentes  et  obloquentes  impugnet  altifllmus.  Amen. 
—  Data  eft  carta  anno  Dominicae  incarnationis  MCLxxiiij.  per  manum  fratris  Willielmi  a  corpore 
ecclefiae  de  Evejham  tunc  in  Priorem  ele6ti,  et  ad  regimen  prioratus,  Othenefeiam  tranfmiffi,  et  per 
propriam  manum  noftram  ibidem  introdu6ti,  prsfidenti  tunc  eidem  loco  venerabili  epifcopo  5. 
et  prefente  Fretherico  Hethebienfi  epifcopo. 


Pro  carta  epifcopi  Othenknfis  anglice  reddita,  vide  caput  de  confuetudinibus. 


Num. 
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Num.  XII.    Carta  Ricardi  Bujfell  de  Penewertham. 

1— H  1   •        1  1  ||l  Mi 

[Dugdale  vol.  i.  p.  360.  ex  Reg.  de 
Evelh.  penes  Ric.  Fleetwood.] 

NOVERINT  prefentes  et  pofteri  quod  ego  Ricardus  Bujfell,  concedo,  et  fcripto  meo  et  figilio 
meo  confirmo  ecclefiae  de  Evejham,  omnem  donationem,  et  totam  elemofinam  quam  fecit 
pater  meus  Warinus  praediftae  ecclefiae,  videlicet,  ecclefiam  de  Penewertham,  cum  decimis  et  omni- 
bus pertinentiis  fuis,  et  Farington,  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  fuis,  et  in  Longetona  duas  bovatas 
terrae,  &  de  ecclefia  Leilandia,  tres  folidos,  et  duas  partes  decimae  de  dominio,  et  de  capella  de 
Moles  duos  folidos,  et  duas  partes  de  dominio  de  Frechelton,  et  Warinton,  pifcationem  unius  retis 
liberam,  et  quietam,  et  totam  decimam  couredii  domus  fue;  et  quod  abbas  habeat  curiam  fuam 
in  Penverham  in  omnibus  tam  liberam,  ficut  pater  meus  habuit  fuam,  vel  ego  meam  ;  Heae  funt 
donationes  quas  ego  poftea  donavi,  videlicet,  ecclefiam  de  Leilandia  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  fuis. 
De  tota  pifcatione  mea,  excepta  pifcatione  duaram  retium,  quartum  pifcem.  In  Longetona  quatuor 
bovatas  terrae;  capellam  de  Moles  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  fuis. 

Has  praediftas  donationes  quas  pater  meus  Warinus  contujit  praediftae  ecclefiae  de  Evejham,  et 
quas  ego  poftea  contuli,  ego  Ricardus  Bujfell  concedo  et  prefenti  fcripto  atque  figilio  meo  confirmo, 
ut  ecclefia  de  Evejham  poflideat,  et  pacifice  teneat,  liberas,  et  quietas,  et  ab  omni  feculari  fervitio 
et  exa&ione  folutas,  in  pratis,  in  pafcuis,  in  aquis,  in  ftagnis,  in  fabulonibus,  in  pifcariis,  in 
bofco,  in  piano,  in  p3nnagio,  et  omnibus  libertatibus,  et  liberis  confuetudinibus,  in  puram,  et 
perpetuam  elemofinam,  pro  falute  mea,  et  haeredum  meorum  et  pro  anima  patris  mei  et  antecefio- 
rum  meorum.  Hiis  teftibus, 

Waltero  Prefbitero  de  Prejlona, 

Lidulfo  de  Crojlona, 

Ealwardo  Prefbitero  de  Langeton, 

Gaufrido  Capellano, 

OJberno  Capellano, 

Radulpho  Capellano, 

Roberto  diacono, 

OJberno  filio  Edmundi, 

Ormo  filio  Magni, 

Warino  filio  ejus, 

Sweni  Child, 

V  Willielmo 
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PVillielmo  filio  Alanl, 

HuSlredo  filio  Sweni, 

Ar&ura  de  Arjlon, 

Sweni  de  Penewertkam, 

Ada  fratre  ejus, 

Sibilla  forore  ejus, 

Matilda  forore  ejus,  et  multis  aliis. 


Num.  XIII.    Carta  Abbatis  Evejhamenfis  de  Hakewike  ad  cellam  Penwortha 

fpeflante. 


[Dugdale,  ibidem.] 

TTNOMINUS  Abbas  M.  omnifque  congregatio  Evejhamii  talem  conventionem  cum  hiis  quatuor 
fratribus,  Wolfgeato,  Swetno,  Radulfo,  Liulfo,  de  terra  quae  Hokewike  dicitur,  fecerunt,  fci- 
licet,  quod  dominus  abbas  dedit  fupradiftis  quatuor  : fratribus  xxviij.  fob  ex  conventione,  ut  cla- 
ment  quietam  omnem  calumpniam  quam  habuerunt  fuper  iilam  terram  femper  et  in  perpetuum. 
Liulfus  vero  unus  ex  illis  devenit  homo  proprius  abbatis,  ea  Conventions  ut  teneat  de  illo 
unam  partem  ipfms  terrae,  et  per  fmgulos  annos  in  nativitate  fan6fce  Maria,  centum  Salmones, 
pro  ipfa  terra,  bonos  reddat.    Hii  vero  funt  teftes  hujus  Conventionis, 

Dominus  Abbas 
Prior 
Benedi&us 
Aluredus. 


Num.  XIV.    De  confolidatione  Prioratus  Alencejlrenfis  Abbatiae  de  Evejham. 


[Dugdale,  vol.  x.  p.  473.} 

REX  (&c.)  Sciatis  quod  cum  domus  five  abbatia  de  Alencejlria  in  comitatu  Warwici, 
Wygorn.  dioc.  ordinis  fanfti  Beneditti,  fundationis  inclitorum  progenitorum  noftorum,  nof- 
trique  patronatus  ratione  ducatus  noftri  Lancqjlria  pleno  jure  exiftens,  ex  negligentia  et  remiffione 

diverforum 
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diverforum  abbatuni  ejufdem,  aliifque  infortunii  fui  cafibus,  in  religione  cultu  divini  fervitii  an- 
tiquitus  habita  et  obfervata,  ad  fui  diifolutionem  devenit,  in  tantum  quod  abbas  a  diu  folus  re- 
manfit  in  eodem  ;  Necnon  pro  eo  quod  fruftus  redditus  et  proventus  ejufdem  domus  de  primaria 
fundatione  concefli  ob  temporum  fubfecutorum  detrimenta  in  tantum  decorruerunt,  quod  ad  fuf- 
tentationemcongruam  numeri  monachorum  ex  fundatione  ejufdem  limitati,  hofpitalitatemque  debi- 
tam  et  alia  pietatis  opera  fubeunda,  non  fufficiunt.  —  Nos  praemiffa  intime  ponderantes,  ad  indivi- 
dual Trinitatis  et  beate  Maria  virginis  honorem,  cultufque  divini  in  ecclefia  conventuali  monafterii 
de  Eve/ham  ampliationem ;  necnon  ad  fuftentationem  congruam  numeri  monachorum,  hofpita- 
litatemque debitam,  et  alia  pietatis  opera  in  domo  five  abbatia  de  Alincejiria  praedifta,  de  primaria 
fundatione  ibidem  limitata,  perpetualiter  habenda,  tenenda,  et  obfervanda  dedimus  Ricardo  abhati 
et  conventui  difti  monafterii  de  Eve/ham,  et  fuccefioribus  fuis  jus  patronatus  et  advocationem  do- 
mus  five  abbatiae  de  Alincefria  praedi&a,  in  puram  et  perpetuam  elemofinam,  ea  intentione  ut 
ipfe  abbas  et  conventus  di£tam  abbatiam  de  Alincejiria  cum  fuis  juribus  et  pertinentiis,  ipfis  abbati 
et  conventui  et  fuccefioribus  eorundem,  et  eorum  monafterio  de  Evejkam,  confolidari  uniri  annecti 
appropriari  et  transferri  procurent,  et  in  ipforum  abbatis  et  conventus  proprios  ufus  perpetualiter 
poflldendam  concedere  poterint.  (&cc.) — T.  Rege  apud  Weftm.  xix.  Maii. 


Num.  XV.     Carta  Henna  Ducis  Lancaflrie  de  ten  is,  kc.  monachis  de 

Evejham  conceffis  in  Penwortham. 


[Stev.  Append,  p.  135.  ex 
MS.  in  fiib.  Cotton.  Nero. 
D.  3.  fol.  246.] 

HENRICUS  Dux  Lancafirie,  Comes  Derbie,  Lincolnie,  Leycejlrie,  ac  Senefcallus  Anglie, 
omnibus  dileftis  et  fidelibus  fuis  tarn  miniftris  quam  ballivis  falutem.  Noverint  univerfi  per 
prefentes  nos  dedifle,  concefllue,  relaxafle  et  omnino  de  nobis  et  heredibus  noftris  quietum  clamafie 
Abbati  et  Conventui  Evejhamie  et  fuccefforibus  eorum  imperpetuum  omnes  terras  ac  tenementa, 
melfuagia,  fervicia,  domus,  reverfiones,  cum  advocationibus  ecclefiarum,  capellarum,  dignitatum, 
cum  elemofinis,  pifcariis,  panagiis,  libertatibus,  liberis  curiis,  communiis,  eftoveriis  fuis  capicridi 
tarn  in  bofco  et  piano  quam  in  mora,  marifco,  et  turbariis,  tarn  de  claudendo,  edificando,  et  ad 
edificia  et  ad  conftru&a  reparanda,  quam  ad  comburendum,  et  ad  alia  neceftaria  fua  facienda,  fine 
perturbatione  noftri,  heredum  nofirorum  feu  miniftrorum  noftrorum,  feu  aliorum  quorum 
cunque,  que  quidem  terre,  tenementa,  meffuagia,  fervicia,  communia,  reverfiones,  advocations, 
dignitates,  elemofine,  pifcarie,  panagia,  libere  curie,  communia,  eftoveria  Abbas  et  Conventus 
habuerunt  ante  diem  confeccionis  prefencium  in  villa  de  Penwortham,  Faryngton,  Howyke,  Hoton, 
Longeton  et  Leylond,  et  per  eafdem  bundas  et  metas.    Preter  has  donationes  ego  do  et  concedo  et 

Y  2  figilJo 
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figillo  nieo  confirmo  Deo  et  San£te  Marie  et  monachis  in  Penwortkam  Deo  fervientibus  quandam 
partem  vafti  noftri  inter  Martynns,  Bothomny  et  Brandelegh  quod  vocatur  Whadycthegrenes  in  eadem 
villa  cum  pertinentiis,  et  quod  liceat  eis  diftum  vaftum  claudere  et  ad  utilitatem  et  ufus  fuos  pro- 
prios  claufum  tenere ;  habendum  et  tenendum  de  nobis  et  heredibus  noftris  in  liberam  et  perpetuam 
demofinam,  fine  aliquo  fervicio  feculari,  exa&ione  feu  demanda,  nichil  nobis  vel  heredibus  noftris 
refervando,  nifi  tantum  preces  et  orationes ;  et  nos  et  heredes  noftri  omnes  terras  et  tenementa  per 
eafdem  metas  et  bundas  et  cetera  fupradi&a  Abbati  et  Conventui  et  eorum  fucce!Toribus  in  perpe- 
tuum  contra  omnes  gentes  warantizabimus  et  acquietabimus  et  defendemus  in  perpetuum.  In  cujus 
rei  teftimonium,  &c. 

Convenlio  inter  WJJlanum  epifcopum  et  Walterium  abbatem.    [Vide  caput 

de  redditibus.~] 


[Cljart.  Hearing,  p.  75.] 

HEC  eft  confirmatio  conventionis  fa&e  inter  epifcopum  Wljlanum  et  Walterium  abbatem  de 
Eovejham,  de  xv.  hidis  in  Heamtone  et  mi.  in  Benincwyrthe:  —  hoc  eft,  quod  ipfe  abbas  re- 
cognovit,  tefte  omni  conventu  Wigornienjis  ecclefie ;  et  multis  fratribus  de  Eovejham,  et  Remigio 
epifcopo,  et  Henrico  de  Fereris,  et  Waltero  Gijfardo,  et  Adam,  regis  principibus  qui  venerant  ad 
inquirendas  terras  comitatus,  quod  ille  xv.  hide  jufte  pertinent  ad  Ofwaldejlawe  hundredum  epifcopi, 
et  debent  cum  ipfo  epifcopo  cenfum  regis  folvere,  et  omnia  alia  fervitia  ad  regem  pertinentia,  et 
inde  idem  requirere  ad  placitandum,  et  de  iiij/  hidis  predi6lis  in  Benincwyrthe  fimiliter.  Set  epilco- 
pus  ibi  plus  calumniabatur,  quia  reclamabat  totam  ipfam  terram  ad  fuum  dominium  :  fet  quia  ipfe 
abbas  hoc  humiliter  recognovit,  rogatu  ipforum  qui  affuerunt,  ipfe  epifcopus  permifit  illam  terram 
ipfi  abbati  et  fratribus  tali  pafto,  ut  ipfe  abbas  faciat  inde  tarn  honorabilem  recognitionem  et  fer- 
vitium,  ficut  ipfe  ab  ipfo  epifcopo  et  quam  diu  requirere  poterit.  Hujus  Conventionis  teftes  funt 
prenominati  barones  regis,  et  alii  quorum  nomina  hie  habentur. 

X  Serb  abbas  de  Gloceftre. 

><;  Nigellus  clericus  Remigii  epifcopi. 

X  Ulf  monachus  Remigii  epifcopi. 

X  Wlfi  prefbiter. 

X  Rannulfus  monachus  ejufdem. 

X  Edric  de  Hindelep. 

X  Alfwinus  monachus  de  fanfto  Remigio. 

X  Godric  de  piria. 

X  Godrie 
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X  Ailricus  archidiaconus, 

X  Ordric  niger. 

X  Frltherkus  clericus. 

X  Alfwinus  filius  Brihtneri. 


Ratificatio  Joliannis  cardinalis  et  apoftolicse  fedis  legati  de  confuetudlnibus 

Evefhamenfis  Monafterii. 


[Dugdale,  vol.  i.  p.  149.  ex 
Autographo  Cub  figillis  in 
curia  Augmentationum.} 

JOHANNES  Dei  gratia  fanftae  Marine  in  via  lata  diaconus  cardinalis,  apoftolicae  fedis  legatu>, 
dilettis  fratribus  abbati  et  conventui  de  Eovejham  in  vero  falutari  falutem.  Ea  quae  pro  ftatu 
religioforum  locorum  et  obfervantia  regulari  provide  ftatuuntur,  firmiter  et  inviolabiter  volumus 
obfervari.  Eapropter  veftris  poftulationibus  annuentes,  conftitutiones  quafdam  pro  ftatu  monafterii 
et  religionis  obfervantia  inter  vos  communi  fafias  affenfu,  et  redaftas  in  fcripto,  prout  rationabiliter 
et  regulariter  fa£ta  funt,  et  ab  utraque  parte  fponte  recepte,  legationis  au&oritate  qua  fungimur 
confirmamus,  et  prsefentis  fcripti  patrocinio  communimus.  Hujus  autem  confirmationis  au£lenti- 
cum  fub  communi  cuftodia  cum  figillo  ecclefiae  noftrae  fervandum  pofuimus  :  et  haec  omnia  figil- 
lorum  noftrorum  appofitione  roboravimus.  Et  ut  haec  omnia  imperpetuum  immutilata  firmiter 
obferventur,  magifter  Rodbertus  de  Wlveia,  et  magifter  Thomas  de  Warewic,  et  Willielmus  fenefcai- 
lus  de  Eovejham,  ad  petitionem  et  inftantiam  domini  R.  abbatis,  eo  praefente,  in  animam  ipfius  ab- 
batis,  ipfum  abbatem  premiffa  omnia  pro  pofle  fuo  obfervaturum,  et  nos  paterna  dilectione  tradta- 
turum,  et  confilio  conventus  fui  fe  ufurum,  ta&is  facrofanctis  evangeliis  juravit,  et  nos  conventus 
finguli  et  univerfi  hoc  idem  nos  obfervaturos  fub  eadem  cautela  promifimus,  et  domino  reverendo, 
obedientiam  et  reverentiam  exhibituros  quamdiu  nos  paterna  tra&averit  affeftione.  Et  praedi£H 
Rodbertus,  Thomas  et  Willielmus  jurati  in  teftimonium  praemifibrum  fimul  nobifcum  figilla  fua 
appofuerunt. 


Epiftola 
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Efiftola  Petri  Blcfcnfis  Londinenfis  Archidiaconi  ad  Priorem  ct  Conventum  de 
Eve/ham:  —  five  confolatio  monachorum  in  fui  Abbatis  abfentia. 


[Stev.  Appen.  p.  146.  ex 
Vitellio  D.  3 .  1 .  fol.  1 3 1 .] 

Y^\ILECTIS  fratribus  et  amicis  P.  Priori  et  Conventui  de  Evejham  P.  Bles.  Lond.  Archid. 

falutem,  et  fi  quid  dulcius  aut  defiderabilius  eft  falute.  ArHiftioni  veftre  totis  animi  precor- 
diis  et  intenfa  caritate  compaciens,  epiftolam  vobis  confolatoriam  fub  aliqua  ftili  urbanitate  decre- 
veram  fcribere;  fet  quia  turba  negociorum  mihi  jugiter  tumultuofe  incumbit,  totus  fere  abforptus 
ab  eis,  aut  non  fum  mecum,  aut  diverfus  et  diftra&us  fum,  et  fic  diffipate  funt  cogitationes  mee, 
torquentes  cor  meum,  ut  vix  non  dicam  epiftolam  poffim  fcribere,  fed  breve  breviffimum.  Vos 
autem  qui  fpirituales  eftis,  quorum  unicuique  data  eft  manifeftacio  fpiritus  ad  utilitatem,  in  hujus 
tempeftatis  effluente  malicia,  noviftis  qua] iter  vobis  oporteat  converfare  et  luftari  cum  mundo. 
Mundus  enim  in  maligno  pofitus,  plenus  laqueis,  plenus  fcandalis,  et  pecatis,  circumfeptus  peri- 
eulis,  pravis  colloquiis,  iniquis  confiliis,  exemplis  peffimis,  et  mortibus  anime  infinitis.  Proinde 
redimamus  tempus  quum  dies  m3li  funt,  nec  poterit  vobis  deefle  folacium  fi  velitis  frequenter 
inftare  oracioni,  facreque  fcripture.  Porro  necefle  eft  ut  venient  fcandala,  et  probentur  corda 
hominum,  atque  inter  flagella  domini  prebeat  improvifis  vexatio  intelleftum.  Omnes  equidein 
filii  ire  fumus,  et  fi  nobis  dominus  iratus  appareat,  nos  amorem  ejus  non  odium  eftimantes,  ipfi 
flagellnm  cum  equanimitate  portemus.  Verbum  Prophete  eft,  Iram  domini  portabo  quia  peccavi 
ei.  Flagellat  nimirum  dominus  quern  corripit,et  in  fuis  verberibus  nobis  memoriam  habundancie 
fue  fuavitatis  abfcoudit,  ut  quos  facit  humiles  fibi  confervet  amabiles.  Vult  enim  ut  de  patientia 
noftra,  quia  de  longo,  vite  fruftus  fpirituales,  et  jufticie  manipulos  colligamus.  Sunt  autem 
fruftus  fpiritus,  tefte  Apoftolo,  caritas,  gaudium,  pax,  longanimitas,  bonitas,  benignitas,  man- 
fuetudo,  fides,  modeftia,  continencia,  caftitas.  Omnibus  hiis  privatur  qui  fuftinentia  caret;  prop- 
ter quod  Salomon  dicit,  Ve  hiis  qui  fuftinentiam  perdiderunt.  Suftinenda  vero  funt  pacienter  fla- 
gella domini  quibus  nos  erudit  ad  falutem.  Dejicit  enim  ut  erigat,  vulnerat  ut  fanet,  ut  preflura 
vertatur  in  gloriam  et  afflifiio  in  coronam,  ut  qui  prius  flagellatus  fuerit  cum  propheta  decantet, 
Confitebor  tibi,  domine,  quoniam  iratus  es  mihi,  converfus  eft  furor  tuus  et  confolatus  es  me. 
Quod  autem  dominus  per  Sathanam  colofizari  permifit  Apoftolum,  fecit  eum  audire  quod  virtus  in 
infirmitate  perficitur ;  qui  et  de  feipfo  dicit,  Quum  infirmor  tunc  forcior  fum  et  potentior.  Uti- 
nam  fic  vos  corrigat  et  emendando  emundet,  ut  non  deflruat,  et  fera  penitentia  vos  oporteat  quere- 
lari  et  dicere,  Deftruxifti  nos  ab  emundatione ;  etillud,  Multo  fudore  fudatum  eft  et  non  exivit  de 
ea  rubigo ;  et  rurfus,  Percufllfti  eos  et  non  doluerunt.  Dolete  igitur  et  plangite  falters  difpendia 
fpiritualis  exercitii.  Ex  hac  enim  turbatione  perditis  quietiffimos  Rachel  amplexus,  divine  fuavitatis 

experiencias, 
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experiencias,  et  beate  contemplacionis  excelfus.  Quomodo  namque  mens  hominis  perplexa  et 
anxia  et  humanis  follicitudinibus  intricata  fpiritualibus  inherebit,  aut  cogitabit  eterna?  Sunt 
autem  hujus  mali  occafio  quidam  inter  converfus  perverfi,  inter  columbas  corvi,  angues  inter  an- 
guillas,  fufurrones,  detra&ores,  Deo  odibiles.  Hii  ut  habeant  equitandi  materiam,  feminanr 
zizania  inter  fratres,  contumant  dolos,  faftidiunt  manna,  fanguineas  dapes  appetunt,  menfuramque 
Gomor  in  ollas  carnium  atque  in  allia  et  pepones  Egypti  convertunt.  Sic  abhominaciones  clauf- 
trales  paradifi  delicias  exuunt,  et  port  fe  trahentes  feculum  quern  reliquerant,  forenfibus  fe  inge- 
runt  confiftoriis,  atque  in  viarum  difcurfibus,  et  in  tumultibus  curiarum,  quicquid  meruerant 
dampnabili  commercio  pro  eterna  perdicione  committunt.  Denique  fa£li  transfuge  et  emanfores 
a  clauftro,  effrenes,  vagi  et  Sarabaite,  dantur  in  reprobum  fenfum,  ut  jam  nec  anime  dilcrimen 
attendant,  neque  vereantur  infamiam  nec  tremenda  Dei  judicia  timeant,  donee  fodiatur  peccatori 
fovea,  et  penitendi  facultate  prorfus  ablata  a  domino  perpetua  excommunicatione  perculfi  corruant 
in  gehennam.  In  tante  igitur  neceffitatis  articulo,  pfallite  fapienter,  oiate  ferventer,  inflate  vigi- 
liis,  ignitis  compuflionibus,  humilationibus  arcanis,  lachrimis,  gemitibus,  difciplinis.  Sic  enim 
dominus  hanc  procellam  convertet  in  auram,  et  abfque  dubio  divinum  fentietis  auxilium  quibus 
denegatur  humanum.  Iuravit  dominus  et  non  penitebit  eum,  nec  mentietur  Veritas  quod  fub 
jure  jurando  firmavit,  dicens,  Amen,  Amen,  dico  vobis,  fi  quid  petieritis  patrem  in  nomine  meo, 
dabitvobis.  Quis  ergo  negiigat  pacem  petere,  nifi  qui  earn  renuit  impetrare?  Corrigite  quasfo, 
et  in  dominum  dirigite  vias  veftras,  quia  teftimonio  Salomonis  cum  placuerint  vie  hominis  domino 
tunc  inimicos  ejus  convertet  ad  pacem.  Obfecro  autem  vos,  per  mifericordiam  Dei,  ut  erga  paf- 
torem  veftrum,  qui  pro  communi  libertate  tam  periculofe  vie  difcrimini  fe  exponit,  fidelem  et 
fincerum  atque  indivifibilem  habeatis  affectum.  Sitis  etiam  inter  vos  unanimes  et  unius  moris  in 
domo,  nec  fint  in  vobis  fchifmata,  fed  unitas  Ipiritus  in  vinculo  pacis ;  ubi  eft  enim  pax  ibi  eft 
Deus,  nam  in  pace  faftus  eft  locus  ejus.  Omnis  equidem  congregatio  vel  conventus  debet  elfe 
cithara  dd.  ubi  multe  et  diverfe  corde  quodam  regulari  moderamine  quafi  quodam  pleclro  de  com- 
poficione  diverfa  mentium  dulciflime  faciant  harmonie  concentum.  Si  fit  ibi  corda  que  rauce  fonet 
aut  ftrepat,  ne  inducat  difcordiam  ornni  ftudio  ad  confonanciam  reducatur.  Miror  autem  et  con- 
queror quod  apud  dominum  Canth.  virum  magne  prudentie  et  confilii  precellentis  nullum  fupra 
hac  turbacione  remedium  inveniftis.  Solent  enim  quaflibet  defperatas  lites  compefcere,  et  inexora- 
biles  magnatum  difcordias  in  gratiam  reformare.  Utinam  vero  nullam  haberetis  fiduciam  in  Ro- 
manis;  nam  ut  aliqua  que  in  libro  experientie  legi  fub  filencio  claudam,  illud  polfutn  vobis  ad 
memoriam  revocare,  quod  Machabeorum  principes,  quamdiu  in  domino  confifi  fun't,  de  hoftibus 
fuis  reportavere  titulos  tiiumphales,  et  ex  quo  inierunt  f'edera  cum  Romanis  miferabiliter  in  prelio 
corruerunt.  Vos  autem  confidite  in  domino  ;  qui  enim  confidit  in  eo  non  confundetur  :  Tunis 
fortiffima  nomen  ejus  Chriftus,  heri  et  hodie  et  in  eternum,  nec  abbreviata  eft  maims  ejus  ut 
lalvare  non  polfit.  Petite  tantummodo  in  nomine  falvatoris.  Promitto  enim  qr.od  nullam  apud 
eum  patiemini  repulfam  (i  falutaria  poftuletis. 


Titles 
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Titles  of  other  ancient  Charters,  &c.  which  on  account  of  their  length  and 
number  could  not  be  inferted  in  full. 


[Harl.  MSS.  43.  D.  28.] 

/""I  O  N  FIRM  ATI  O  Edw.  Regis  Abbati  de  Evejham  de  terrls  in  Kynxvarton  cum  fig. 
^  [r.  E.  3.] 

[45. 1.  27.]  Carta  Walteri  de  Bello-Campo  Militis  Willielmo  Abbati  de  Evejham  de  iifdem  cum 
fig.   [1.  E.  3.] 

[xr.  55.]  Licentia  Edwardi  Regis  Henrico  de  Ombrejlegh  quod  terras  in  Darlyngefcote  Con- 
ventui  de  Evejham  dare  poffit  cum  mag.  fig.  [4.  E.  4.] 

[44.  D.  37. [  Littera  procuratoria  Clementi  Abbatis  exempti  Monafterii  B.  M.  et  S.  Egwini  de 
Evejham  ad  Abbates  Winchcomb  et  Colchefter. 

[xxvn.  193.]  Scriptum  Johannis  fil.  et  her.  Makulmi  Mufard  Willielmo  Abbati  de  Evejham  de 
maneriis  de  Wytheleye  in  Com.  Warrewyk  et  de  terris  in  Kyngleye  cum  fig. 

[Cotton  MSS.  Vefpafian  B.  xxiv.]  Carta  inter  Th.  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Willielmum  de  Tywe 
de  excambio  terr.  in  Hampton  pro  terr.  in  Lutlington.   [2.  b.] 

Obligatio  Johannis  Prioris  Evejham  Willielmo  de  Tywe  filio  Ricardi  de  Tywe  pro  20  marcis 
argenti.  —  Anno  1243. 

Obligatio  Johannis  Prioris  Evejham  Moricio  Archidiacono  Glovernias  pro  10  marcis.  1243. 

Conventio  inter  Abbathias  de  Evejham  et  Wyttby  de  communicandis  privilegiis. 

Conventio  cum  Monafterio  Ebor.  de  eodem. 

Carta  Eylwini  Abbatis  Ecclefiae  Ethonice,  Reynero  Capellano  fuo,  et  Reftori  Ecclefiae  S.  Andrea 
Wigorn.  de  capella  B.  Margarita  in  predifta  Ecclefia.   [8.  b.] 

Carta  Randolf.  Abbatis  Evejham  k  Conventus  Willielmo  de  Warleya  de  decimis  de  Pyhejleg.  fu- 
periori  de  terr.  Hugonis  de  Ke hefwike  quod  (sic)  vixerit  pro  40  den.  annuatim  folvendis.  [10.  b.] 

Carta  de  controverfia  inter  Monafterium  Evejhamenje  et  Mouafterium  Winchelcumbenfe  fuper  Ca- 
pellam  de  Huniberna  terminata.  [11.] 

Carta  de  controverfia  inter  Monafterium  Evejhamii  et  Ecclefiam  de  Kenilworth  fuper  CapelJam  de 
Widakesjord  decifa.   [1 1.  b.] 

Confirmatio  ejufdem  per  Rogerum  Wigorn.  Epifc. 

Conventio  inter  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Priorem  de  Kenildewrda  fuper  Capellam  de  parva 
Salford.  [12.] 
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Scriptum  Savari  Abbatis  S.  Maria  Ebor.  Willielmo  Abbati  Evejham  de  ferviciis  pro  defun&is 
fratribus.    [12.  b.] 

Conventio  confile  in  Abbatem  Mauricium  de  Evejham  et  Abbatem  Willielmum  de  Hwhebi.  [13.] 
Scriptum  inter  R.  Abbatem  de  Hwittebi  et  R.  Abbatem  Evejhamii  fuper  Ecclefiam  de  Hun- 
tlndon. 

Adjudicatio  R.  Wigorn.  Epifc.  in  Controverfia  inter  Adam  Abbatem  Evejham  et  Ricardum  mili-* 
tern  de  Aldr'tn;tona.    11 76. 

Confirmatio  Wil.  Wigorn.  Epi.  Abbati  de  Evejham  de  15.  marcis  ad  conftru£tionem  et  fuften- 
tationem  operis  Ecclefiae  Evejham  de  Ecclefia  de  Ambrejleya.   [13.  b.] 

Confirmatio  ejufdem  per  /.  Wigorn.  Ep.  [14.] 

Carta  B.  flii  Comitis  Ecclefiae  de  Evejham  de  Ecclefia  de  Hildendon  cum  tertia  parte  decimse  de 
dominio  fuo  cum.  terr.  &c.  apud  Oxebruge. 

Confirmatio  Gileberti  Herefordenjis  Epifcopi  de  fundatione  loci  voc.  Suljlan  per  Hugonem  fil. 
Rogeri.    [14.  b.] 

Finalis  concordia  inter  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Henricum  fil.  Philip  pi  de  terr.  in  Sudington. 
[3.R.  1.] 

Cartae  quatuor  Willielmi  Regis  Abbatiae  de  Evejham  de  privileges.  [15.] 
Carta  Admundi  Regis.  (Saxonice.)  944.   [15.  b.] 
Carta  Eadredi  Regis  Anglorum.  (Saxonice.)   [16.  b.] 

Carta  Eadwig  Regis  Anglorum  Athelgeardo  in  infula  Ve£ta  (sic)  v.  manfas.  [17.] 

Carta  Cnut  Anglorum  Regis  et  Algivce  fuse  collateranae  Ecclefiae  de  Evejham  de  quatuor  manfis  in 
Badebi  et  Neweltam  1020.  (Limites  Saxonice.)   [17.  b.j 

Finalis  Concordia  inter  Robertum  de  Wlveie  pofitum  loco  Abbatis  de  Evejham  ad  lucrand.  et 
perdend.  et  Letitiam  et  Julianam  filias  Willielmi  de  Baddebi  de  terr.  in  Baddebi.  2.  R.  1.  [21.] 

Finalis  Concordia  inter  Will.  fil.  Roberti  de  Ejlenajlon  petentem  et  Robertum  de  Wlveie  pofitum 
loco  Abb.  de  Evejh.  de  terr.  in  Neuham.  3.  R.  1 . 

Finalis  Concordia  inter  Will.  fil.  Stephani  de  Nevuham  petentem  et  Abbatem  de  Evejliam  de  terr. 
in  Neweham.  6.  R.  2.   [21.  b.] 

Finalis  Concordia  .inter  Abbatem  de  Evejham  petentem  et  Rogerum  Hubert  quem  calumpniabat 
effe  villanum  fuum  tenentem  de  terr.  in  Neweham.   10.  R.  1. 

Relaxatio  Hugonis  de  Sapy  Reaoris  de  Ambrejleye  Abbati  de  Evejham  quod  13.  1.  argenti  no- 
mine penfionis  annuae  quam  de  eadem  ecclefia  annuatim  perceperant  ab  antico  fingulis  annis  eif- 
dem  religiofis  perfolvere  quam  diu  Re6tor  fuero.   13 19.  [22.] 

Johannes  de  White  Vicarius  perpetuus  de  Leylond  Willielmo  Abbati  de  Evejham  quod  40s.  argenti 
nomine  penfionis  annuae  fideliter  eidem  Abbati  perfolvam.  1332. 

Carta  Adelwardi  fubregulus  Ojberi  quondam  regis  Wicciorum  filii  de  terr.  Ambrejleye  concen- 
trate Coenredo  rege  Merciorum  cum  pifcaria  Ombrejwell  et  Levarford  anno  706  et  poftea  con- 
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firmita  per  CeAredum  regem  Merciorum  et  Athilbaldam  regem  Merciorum  et  OJfa  rege  Anglorum. 
[22.  b.] 

Carta  Atlulhaldi  Regis  de  una  portione  manfionis  in  Wico  (sic)  emptorio  falis  quae  nos  Sallwich 
vocamus  ad  ecclefiam  de  Cronuchomme.   [24.  b.] 

Carta  Henrici  Regis  ecclefiae  de  Eovejham  et  Ada  Abbati  de  Lx.  acris  terrae  in  forefta  de  Am- 
breflega. 

Carta  Will.  Regis  Willielmo  Abbati  de  Evejham  de  WeJJuny,  (sic)  Swella,  et  Kenimvortha  con- 
firmata  per  0.  Bajocenlem  Epiicopum. 

Carta  Eddredi  Regis  Miniftro  fuo  Nordmanno  de  v.  manentibus  in  Heamtune.*  988.  [25.] 

Carta  confirmationis  Will.  Regis  Abbatias  de  Evejham.   [25.  b.] 

Carta  A.  Abbatis  Evejham  Godefrido  Servienti  Abbatis  de  terr.  in  Hamtona  quamdiu  fuperftes 
erit  reddendo  2s.  2d.  per  annum.  [28.] 

Carta  Ailrici  OJeri  Regis  filii  viij.  videlicet  manentium  in  Childefwicwon  confentiente  Rege  Ken- 
redo  ad  locum  qui  dicitur  Ethom.  [29.] 

Carta  Cnut  Regis  Brihtymo  baroni  fuode  quinque  hidis  apud  Beningwurde.  [30.] 
Carta  A.  Abbatis  Evejham  R.  filio  Willielmi  de  Cotterun  de  molendino  de  Samburne  in  excambium 
pro  terr.  in  Morton  et  Norton.  [31.] 

Inquifitio  quod  ecclefia  de  Hillingdon  vacans  fit  et  in  patronatu  Abbatiae  de  Evejham  qui  prefen- 
tant  Walterum  de  Longedon  et  eftimatio  ejufdem  ecclefiae  xx.  marcarum  eft  et  eft  antiqua  et  debita 
penfio  unius  marcae.   1 220.   [31,  b.] 

Carta  Kenredi  Regis  Merciorum  (qui  ivit  Romam  et  cum  illo  cepit  Ecgwinum  Wicciorum  Epifc.) 
Ecgivino  de  quinque  caffatis  quae  Mortun  appellatur  ut  ecclefia  quae  Cronuchomme  nuncupatur  quam 
tunc  moderno  tempore  contruxit  poflldeat.   708.  [32.] 

Carta  Eadwardi  Regis  Merciorum  de  v.  manentibus  in  at  Lench  ad  ecclefiam  de  Cronuchomme, 
[33-1 

Carta  Eadwardi  Albionis  Regis  de  v.  caffatis  in  loco  qui  vulgari  Lench  dicitur  meo  fideli  mibi 
oppido  qui  ab  hujufce  infulae  gnofticis  noto  Osfred  nuncupatur  onomate.  [34.] 

Carta  Ktnredi  Regis  Merciorum  fideli  amico  et  pontifici  biflfenos  agros  quam  incolae  vocitant  at 
Ulenbeorge.   709.    [34.  b.] 

Carta  Regis  Mercenfium  Athilbold  de  terr.  quae  dicitur  Aadune  trium  manentium  Bucan  Comiti 
fuo.   718.    [35.  b.] 

Aljgarus  Dux  teftificat  quod  Ordwius  pater  Ailwi  Abbatis  dedit  ecclefiae  de  Evejham  Attune. 
Carta  Willielmi  fil.  Rogeri  de  Watervilla  de  terra  de  Badebi  Abbati  de  Evejham.    [36.  b.] 
Carta  Randulfi  de  Kineivarton  Rogero  Abbati  de  Evejham  de  ecclefia  de  Kinewarton  cum  capelli 
de  Aha  et  cum  capella  de  Witheleia. 

Carta 
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Carta  PhiUippi  Senefchalli  ecclefiae  Eve/ham  de  ampborata  cervifiae  quam  percipiebat  in  bracino 
Abbatis  in  excambium  pro  molendino  de  Salfordia.  [37.] 

Carta  Randulfi  de  Lent  Ecclefiae  de  Evejham  de  terra  de  Bradelega  cum  hominibus  ejufdem  terrae 
qui  de  eadem  terra  reddunt  ixs. 

Carta  BenediEti  *  *  *  fil.  Stephani  London  de  ecclefia  S.  Michaelis  in  Cornhull  in  London 
Ad<B  Abbati  de  Evejham.    [37.  b.J 

Carta  Radulfi  fil.  Eadwlni  de  molendino  de  Evejham  juxta  pontem  et  de  molendino  de  Hamton 
Abbati  de  Evejham.  [42.] 

Carta  Rogeri  Abbatis  Evejham  Johanni  Grene  et  Altthia  uxori  fuae  de  predi£lis. 

Carta  Henrki  de  Talden  et  uxoris  fuae  Agnetis  Abbatiae  de  Evejham  de  terr.  verfus  Burthton. 
[43.] 

Carta  WilUelmi  de  Pinheni  ecclefiae  de  Evejham  de  tota  decima  de  dominio  fuo  de  Slower. 
Carta  Walter!  fil.  Rkardi  de  Clifford  feci  (sic)  diruere  et  evellere  domos  edificatas  juxta  foffe 
prope  viliam  S.  Edwardi  in  Swella. 

Conventio  inter  Abbatem  A.  et  Walterum  filium  Rkardi  de  Bradewell  fuper  quoddam  mafua- 
gium  in  Bradezvell. 

Conventio  inter  A.  Abbatem  Evejham  et  Barduljum  fil.  Rogeri  de  Cheflelton  de  prato  in  T atlef- 
trop  quod  prefatus  Barduljus  calumpniabatur  in  communem  pafturam.  [44.] 

Carta  Hugonis  de  Gundevilla  omnibus  hominibus  Abbatis  de  Evejham  de  libera  poteftate  et  quieta 

eundi  et  emendi  et  vendendi  in  foro  fuo  de  Campendena. 

Bulla  Innocentii  Papae  ut  beneficiis  cum  vacuerint  liceat  ordinare.    8.  Pontif.    [46.  b.] 

Bulla  Innocentii  Papae  in  confirmatione  libertatum  kc.    8.  Pont.    [47.  b.] 

Scriptum  de  pecunia  Romae  recepta  ad  ufus  ecclefiae  de  Evejham.   [48.  b.] 

Conventio  inter  Reginaldum  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Sperlingum  Prefbiterum  de  ecclefia  S. 

Michaelis  de  Cornhulla  Lond.  [52.] 

Finalis  concordia  inter  Rogerum  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Hervithurn  Bagoth  et  Milkent  uxorem 
ejus  de  terr.  de  Wrotitt.  et  Livinton.    1  Joh.  Regis. 

Inquifitio  quod  Abbas  et  homines  fui  de  omnibus  villis  fuis  qui  funt  in  Com.  Wigorn.  femper 
fuerint  quieti  de  theoloneo  et  omnibus  confuetudinibus  et  de  omnibus  rebus  quas  vendebant  et  eme- 
bant  apud  Wigorn* 

Carta  Beorhtulfi  Regis  Merciorum  de  decern  manentibus  terr.  in  Willerfeie  ad  locum  qui  dicitur 
at  Egwines  Homme.  [60.] 

Confirmatio  priviligiorum  ab  Henrico  Rege. 

Alia  confirmatio  Henrki  Regis. 

Carta  R.  Abbatis  Evejham  ad  mandatum  patris  noftri  Hugonis  Ojlienfis  epifcopo  Runfredo  clerico 
epifcopi  de  ann.  redd.  8.  marc.  [61.] 

Z  2  Carta 

*  See  Stevens's  Appendix,  (p.  141.] 
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Carta  R.  Abbatis  Evefkam  Mauritio  fil.  Rogeri  de  Perfore  de  decimis  bladi  vallae  Evejkam. 
Willi elmus  de  Somerville  feofavit  Walterum  Golafre  de  manerio  de  AJlon  Somervill  et  Walterus  fecit 
fidelitatem  et  homagium  Willielmo  de  Bengeworth  Abbati  de  Evejham.    17.  E.  2. 
Willielmus  de  Somerville  fecit  homagium  pro  difto  manerio.    18.  E.  2. 

Carta  Henrici  Regis  Abbatiae  de  Evejham  quod  ipfi  imperpetuum  habeant  catalla  tarn  omnium 
hominum  fuorum  quam  omnium  tenentium  fuorum  integre  tenentium  et  non  integre  tenentium 
refidentium  et  non  refidentium  et  aliorum  refidentium  quorumcunque  tarn  de  et  in  omnibus  terris 
et  tenementis  quam  de  omnimodis  feodis  et  poffeffionibus  fuis  in  Com.  Wigorn.  Gloc.  et  Warw. 
felonum  et  fugivitorum  utlegatorum  dampnatorum  attinftorum  convi&orum  ac  in  exigendis  pro 
felonia  pofitorum  necnon  mulierum  taliter  wainiatarum  cujuflibet  eorundem.  Ita  quod  fi  quis 
hominum  vel  tenentium  pro  delifto  fuo  vitam  vel  membrum  debeat  amittere  vel  fugerit  et  judicerh 
ftare  noluerit  vel  aliud  quodcunque  dili&um  feu  forisfa£tum  fecerit  pro  quo  bona  et  catalla  fua 
debeat  perdere  ubicunque  juftitia  de  eo  fieri  debeat  five  in  curia  noftra  vel  heredum  leu  fuccefforum 
noftrorum  five  in  alia  curia  fint  ipfa  bona  et  catalla  ipforum  Abbatis  et  Conventus.  23.  H.  6. — 
Per  breve  de  privato  figillo  et  de  dat.  predict,  auftoritate  Parliamenti.    [65.  b.] 

Admiflio  Johannis  fil.  Ricardi  Predomme  ad  terr.  in  Seynebury.    [66.  [ 

Carta  Eadwardi  totius  Angliae  Bafilei  ecclefiae  de  Eovejham  de  terr.  quae  dicitur  Swelle.  1055. 
Cum  metis  Saxonice.    [66.  b.] 

Finalis  concordia  in  curia  Regis  apud  Evejham  inter  Rogerum  fil.  Willielmi  et  Wibertum  Trunket  de 
terr.  de  Ragl. — H.  1.  cum  confirmatione  Regis.    [67.  b.] 

Finalis  concordia  inter  Abbatem  de  Eve/ham  et  Henricum  de  Ragl.  de  terr.  in  Rag!.    2.  R.  1. 

Finalis  concordia  inter  Radulfum  Abbatem  de  Evejham  petentem  et  Stephanum  de  Raggl.  tenent. 
de  terr.  in  Raggl.  5.  H.  3.  [63.] 

Carta  Randulfi  Abbatis  Evejham  confirmans  venditionem  terrae  in  Merftoxva  quam  Ricardus  de 
Herverton  Clericus  fecit  Rogero  de  Perjora.  (70.) 

Obligatio  Rogeri  de  Perfora  Abbati  de  Evejham  de  2s.  ann.  redd,  ex  terr.  in  Merjlowa. 

Carta  Ojfce  Regis  Merciorum  de  quatuor  manentibus  in  loco  qui  dicitur  Dunnejlreatun.  770. 
[70.  b.] 

Bullae  variae  Papales  annorum  709  —  713 — 1 163  et  duae  alterae  Alexandri  et  dementis. 

[72.] 

Cartae  duae  Thorns  Abbatis  Evejliam  Waltero  de  Bellocampo  de  terr.  in  Ambrejleya.  (74.) 

Bullae  Papales  Clementis  Celejlini  et  Innocentii  in  confirmatione  privilegiorum.  (74.  b.) 

[Harl.  MS.  3763.]    Carta  inter  Rogerum  Abbatem  Evejham  et  Robertum  Sprot  de  inopis  et  gar- 
dinis  in  civitate  London.   18.  R.    (55.  b.) 

Carta  Henrici  Regis  ecclefiae  de  Evefhum  de  hundredo  de  Blacahurjl.  Item  ut  ad  Edwardejlow  ' 
fit  porta  et  mercatio  die  Jovis  et  quod  ecclefia  de  Evejham  habet  omnes  confuetudines.    (79.  b.) 

Carta  Henrici  Regis  Ricardo  Abbati  et  conventui  de  Evejham  quod  recipiant  de  omnibus  terr. 

et 
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et  ten.  et  hominibus  fuis  ubicunque  fint  omnes  denarios  quos  Vicecomites  noftri  vel  hundredarii 
percipere  confuevevint. 

Willielmus  Marefcallus  Comes  conceffit  Abbatiae  Evejhami(e  totum  jus  quod  habuit  in  ratione 
communae  (sic)  pafturae  in  affartis  preprefturis  et  claufis  Abbatis  ufque  ad  20  H.  3.    (80.  b.) 
Concordise  variae  fraternilatis  inter  Abbates  Evejham  et  Abbates  Witebi  et  Eborac.    (82.  b.) 

Concordia  inter  Adam  Abbatem  Evejham  et  Ricardum  militem  de  Aldringtona  fuper  jure  advoca- 
tionis capellae  de  Wejlona.    (83.  b.) 

Cartas  duae  de  ann.  redd.  xv.  marc,  de  ecclefia  de  Ambrejlega  ad  ecclefiam  de  Evejham, 

Confirmatio  Gileberti  ep.  Herefordiae  de  dono  Hugonis  fil.  Roger't  et  de  dono  Pagani  de  Nuers 
de  infula  quae  dicitur  Serpeth.    (84.  b.) 

Concordia  inter  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Henricum  fil.  Phillippi  de  terr.  in  Suderton.    3.  R. 

Carta  de  inveniendo  cereum  no£te  et  die  jugiter  ardentem  ante  majus  altare  ecclefiae  de  Evejham. 
(350 

Carta  Roberti  de  Harewecurth  ecclefiae  de  Evejham  de  v.  fol.  in  molendino  de  Weflon. 
Conventio  inter  Abbatem  Evejham  Reg.  et  Robertum  Dunekan  de  terr.  in  Hunitona.  (90.) 
Conventio  inter  Abb.  Rob.  de  Evejham  et  Radulfum  Pincernam  de  terr.  de  IVithlakesford. 
Carta  Reginald]  Abbatis  Evejham  Radulfo  Pincern.  de  terr.  in  Witldackesford  et  Grafton.  (90.  b.) 
Carta  Ada  Abbatis  Evejham  Roberto  Pincern.  de  iifdem. 

Carta  Roberti  Pincerne  de  molendino  de  Withlakesford  ecclefiae  de  EvtJIiam.  (91.) 

Compofitio  inter  ecclefiam  de  Hildendona  et  Rogerum  et  Philippum  heredem  fuum  fuper  decimis 
molendinorum  in  Coleham  et  Wixebriigg.    (91.  b.) 

Bulla  Conjlantini  Primi.   709.  (92.) 

Bulla  ejufdem.  713.  De  ele&ione  Abbatis. — Defun6£o  Abbate  fecundum  canonicam  auctori- 
tatem  vel  de  ipfo  monafterio  vel  de  parochia  Wiccior.  Abbas  a  fratribus  ejufdem  loci  eligatur  qui 
in  eadem  ecclefia  libere  et  canonice  fine  aliqua  exa6lione  confecratus  ob  reverentiam  ven.  Egwini 
annulo  in  celebratione  mifTarum  folummodo  utatur  primumque  locum  port  Wicciorum  prefulem 
noftra  aucloritate  jugiter  obtineat.    (92.  b.) 

Bullae  variae  aliorum  Paparum.    (fol.  93. — 99.  b.) 

Bullae  qusedam  Innocentii  quarti.  —  [One  of  thefe  is  concerning  the  caps  before-mentioned  in 
the  chapter  of  CuJioms.] 

Bullae  aliae  Paparum.    ( 104.  b.— -1 1 2.  b.) 

Caufae  principals  cur  cantaria  fecularis  non  fiat  in  monafterio  £.    (1 14.) 

Confirmatio  Henrici  Regis  de  Hundredo  de  Blakhurjl  cum  aliis  libertatibus.   25.  H.  (116.) 

Carta  Henrici  Regis. — Quare  bofci  Abbatis  infra  foreftam  de  Feckenham  funt  quieti  de  vafto  &c. 
26.  H.    (116.  b.) 

Carta  Henrici  Regis  —  quare  Abbas  recipiat  denarios  per  ballivos  fuos  de  terris  et  tenementis  et 
hominibus  fuis  et  refpondeat  ad  fcaccarium.   26.  H.  (117.) 

Carta 
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Carta  Henri. i  Regis  de  eodem  baronibus  de  fcaccariu.    26.  H.    (1 17.  h.) 

Carta  Hcnrici  Regis  de  Warena  et  Parco  de  Baddeby  et  Newenham.   20.  H.    ( 1 13.) 

Carta  Ht  m  id  Regis  de  Warena  tenarum  Abbatis  in  Com.  Wigorn.  et  Glouc.  35.  H. 

Carta  Edwardi  Regis  confirmans  manerium  de  Bengeworth.  8.  E.    (118.  b.) 

Carta  Edwardi  R.  de  terr.  Johannis  de  White-church  in  Achelench  et  Bengeworth.  9.  E.  (119.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  et  burgagiis  Joh.  de  T'yx&e  in  Evejliam.    10.  E. 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  de  manerio  de  Seynejbury.    31.  E. 

Carta  .Edw.  II.  R.  de  terr.  Johannis  de  Whytechurche  in  Evejham.   2.  E.  2.    (119.  b.) 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  manerio  de  Ulleberwe.  4.  E. 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  Joh.  de  Whytechurch  in  Donynton  Hudycote  et  Borton.    4.  E.  (120.) 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  de  feodo  de  Ajlon  Somervyle.  5.  E. 

Carta  Edwardi  R.  de  terr.  in  Nexvcnham.  6.  E. 

Licentiae  duae  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Luttelton.    7.  &8.  E.    (120.  b.) 

Confirmatio  £<-/re\  R.  de  Seynejbury.  9.  E.  (121.) 

Carta  £<fw.  R.  pro  tranfgreflione  Malculmi  Mufard  in  Seynejbury.   28.  E.    (121.  b.) 

Carta  £Jre\  R.  de  terr.  in  Baddefeye  Bretforton  et  Luttelton.  9.  E. 

Carta  Edt^.  R.  pro  ambulatione  foreftae.   10.  E.  (122. 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Evejham  Lenchexvyk  et  Twyford.  10.  E. 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  appropriation  ecclefiae  de  Baddeby.    14.  E.    (122.  b.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Hogwyhe  Penewortham  et  Farynton.    16.  E. 

Licentia  EJa/.  R.  de  cantaria  de  Burton.    16.  E. 

Carta  £Ae\  R.  de  appropriatione  eccl*.  de  Ombrejleye.    19.  E.  (123.) 

Confirmatio  Edw.  R.  de  cantaria  de  Hauleye.    19.  E.  2. 

Carta  Erfa*.  R.  de  terr.  in  Evejham,  Baddeby,  North  Luttelton  et  Bretforton.   20.  E.    (123.  b.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Hampton.    12.  E.  1.  (124.) 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Kynewarton.    1 ,  E.  3. 

Confirmatio  Edw.  R.  de  Wytheleye  et  Kyngeleye.  3.  E.    ( 1 24.  b.) 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  adquirendi  £xx.  terr.  et  redd.    3.  E. 

Confirmatio  Edw.  R.  omnium  libertatum.  4.  E.  (125.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  appropriatione  eccl.  de  Leylond.  4.  E.    ( 1 26.  b.) 

Confirmatio  Edw.  R.  appropriationi  eccl.  de  Baddeby.  4.  E.  (127.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  imdemnitatis.    4.  E. 

Cdrta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Dar  lyngefcote.  4.  E.    (127.  b.) 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  et  ten.  capellae  B.  M.  de  Borton.  5.  E» 

Carta 


THE    ABBEY   OF    EVESHAM.  175 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  cuftodia  maneriovum  Tatlynton  Baddefeye  Kynewarton  Whtteleye  et  Kyngeley 
habenda  tempore  vacationis.   6.  E.  (128.) 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  pro  porta  Abbaliae  keruelanda.  (sic.)  6.  E.    (128.  b.) 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  pro  excommunicatis  capiendis.    6.  E. 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Bretforton.    8.  E. 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Baddefeye.  8.  E.  (129.) 

Licentia  Edw.  R.  pro  Abbatia  firmanda  et  kernellanda.    10.  E.    (129.  b.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Farynjton  et  Leylond.    10.  E. 

Certa  Edw.  R.  de  Kyngeswynford.   II.  Ei  (130O 

Carta  £<fa/.  R.  de  terr.  in  Tatlefcroft.  12.  E. 

Revocatio  £</k>.  R.  prefentationis  ecclefiae  de  Ambrejley.    1.  E.    (130.  b.) 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  vafto  de  Penwortham.    8.  E. 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  maneriis  de  Tidelinenton  et  Adminfcote  &c.  40.  E.  (131.) 
Carta  £Jre/.  R.  de  mefluagiis  et  redditibus  in  London.    40.  E. 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  putura  (sic)  de  Penwortham.   18.  E.  3.    (131.  b.) 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Leylond  et  Longeton.    10.  E.    (132.  b.) 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Ho^wyk  et  Penwortham  et  Farintone.    16.  E.  3. 
Carta  £</te/.  R.  Priori  et  Conventui  quod  habeant  cuftodiam  Abbatiae  tempore  vacationis.  9.  E. 
(I33-) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  manerio  de  T'adlinton  et  Newbold.*   16.  £.  (134.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Newbold.    9.  E. 
Cartas  duae  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Ambrejley,  Evejham,  Bengeworth,  South  Luttelton,  Bradewell, 
Donyngton,  Seynejbury,  Stowe  S.  Edwardi,  Malgarjbury  et  parva  Hampton  et  de  manerio  de  Over- 
Sydington.  25.  E.  3.    (134.  b.) 

Confirmatio  Edw.  R.  iuper  appropriationem  ecclefiae  de  Baddeby.  27.  E.  3.    (136.  b.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  feria  et  mercatu  in  Ambrejleye.   28.  E.  3.    (137.  b.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Evejham,  Bengeworth,  Ambrejleye  et  Norton.  32.  E.  3.  (138.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  terr.  in  Hudicotebertram  et  Seynebury,  Bradewell,  Stowe,  et  Malgarjbury. 
37.  E.  (139.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  commutatione  de  Raggeley  et  Kyngeleye.  43.  E.  3.  (140.) 
Carta  Edw.  R.  de  manerio  de  Eyjord  et  de  Stowe  Malgarejbury  Borton  et  Wikeryfyndon,  49.  E.  3. 
(140.  b.) 

Carta  Edw.  R.  de  parco  de  Ambrejleye.  50.  E.  3.    (141.  b.) 

Generalis 


Here  is  inferted  in  the  MS.  —  Mem. — quod  Adam  Hernynton  clericus  obiit  ultimo  die  mends  martii.  13^. 
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Generalis  remiffio  Regis  Edw.  fafta  communitati  Anglias  in  parliamento  Weftmonuft.  51.  E.  3 
(142  ) 

Confirmatio  Ricardi  Regis  quod  prior  et  Conventus  habeant  cuftodiam  Abbatis  tempore  vaca 
tioais.  3.  R.  (143O 

Confirmatio  Ricardi  Regis  poffeffionum  &c.    16.  R.  (145.) 
Conceflio  Ix.  fol.  de  ecclefia  de  Ombrejleye.    (152.  b.) 
Donatio  de  terra  de  Dyninton  ad  infirmos. 
Aflignatio  capellae  de  Luttleton  ad  hoftilare.  (153.) 
Confirmatio  capellae  de  Bretforton. 
Ordinatio  mifericordiae. 

Donatio  obventionum  et  oblationum  ad  crucem.    (153.  b.) 

De  Sacerdbte  celebrante  pro  negligentiis  conventus  et  anniverfario  Htnrici  Abbatis.  1 263.  (154. 
Confirmatio  iiij.  £.  de  ecclefia  de  Honeyborn.    (154.  b.) 
Confirmatio  redditus  pro  cereo  Sci  Wyflani.  1262. 

Confirmatio  redditus  obventionum  et  oblationum  ecclefiae  Evejhamia.  (155.) 

De  terra  de  Bereford  aflignata  Elemofinario. 

De  anniverfariis  Willielmi  de  Whytechurch  Abbatis.    (155.  b.) 

De  eodem  (sic)  anniverfariis. 

De  redditu  de  Seynejbury  dato  ad  veftitum  monachorum.    1307.    (156.  b.) 
De  incremento  redditus  ad  officium  coquinae  per  Johannem  Abbatem.    8.  E.  2. 
De  anniverfariis  Dni.  Johannis  Abbatis.  (157.) 
De  anniverfariis  Walteri  Waltore  Prions.    (157.  b.) 

De  donatione  terrae  de  Baddefeye. 

De  capellano  et  anniverfariis  Dni  Nicholai  de  Baddefeye.   133 1 .  (158.) 
De  anniverfariis  Willielmi  de  Chiryngton  Abbatis.  1332. 
Aflignatio  ecclefiae  de  Ombrejleye.    1344.    (158.  b) 
Aflignatio  ecclefiae  de  Baddeby.   1344.  (159.) 

Conceflio  ecclefiae  de  Leylond  et  panis  ad  cenam  conventus.  1347. 

De  Sacerdote  celebrante  pro  fratribus  defun&is  et  aliis  benefacloribus.   1350.*    (159.  b.) 

De  Sacerdotibus  celebrantibus  in  capella  ad  carvarium.   1360.  (160.) 

De  novo  redditu  pro  incremento  cum  incremento  dierum.  1361.  (161.) 

De  penfione  Archidiaconi  Northampton.   1320.  (162.) 

De  penfione  epifcopi  Lincoln.  1321. 

D 

*  In  this  year  many  of  the  Evefliam  monks  died  of  the  plague. 
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De  penfione  capituli  Wtgorn.   1326.    [162.  b.] 
De  penfione  epifcopi  Cejlrice, 

Taxatio  ecclefiarum  proventuum  reddituumet  obventionum  temporalium  et  fpiritualium  Abbatiae 
Evejhamice  fecundum  verum  valorem  fafta  ad  mandatum  revexendorum  patrum  Dnorp,  (sic)  Wynton, 
et  Lincoln  eporp  (sic)  executorum  deputatorum  negotii  decimae  Dno  Regi  Edwardo  illuftri  filio 
Henrici  Regis  conceffae  in  fubfidium  terra  fan£i<e  per  magiftros  Ricardum  Ujenna  et  Walterum  fil. 
Warr.  clericos  cum  portionibus  percept,  et  detent,  decimis  tarn  in  parochiis  propriis  quam  aliens, 
[i63.l 

Taxatio  triceffimae  Abbatis  et  monachorum  Evejhamice  bonorum  fuorum  mobilium  de  tempora- 
libus  conceffa  Dno  E.  Regi  illuftri  pro  militatione  E.  filii  fui.    1306.    [166.  b.] 

Carta  Johannis  Abbatis  Evejhamice  officiatiis  ditti  monafterii  de  hofpitiis  tenementis  fhopis  cel- 
laria  (sic)  et  folaria  (sic)  in  London  in  Wardis  de  Algate  et  la  tour.   1379.    [196.  b.] 

Proceffus  varii  circa  ecclefiam  de  Penwortham  tempore  Rogeri  epifc.  Covent.  et  Lich.  1320. 
(1970 

Proceffus  varii  de  mortuariis  ad  ecclefiam  de  Evejham  pertinentibus.  (200.) 
Scriptum  Abbatis  et  conventus  Evejhamice  Henrico  epifcopo  Lincoln  de  annua  penfione  v.  mar- 
carum.    1321.  (206.) 

Scriptum  Abbatis  et  conventus  Evejhamice  de  penfione  x.  fol.  archidiaconi  Northamptonia.  1320, 
(206.  b.) 

Confirmatio  cantariae  in  ecclefiae  de  Borton.  1324; 

Scriptum  Abbatis  Evejhamice  de  penfione  xl.  fol.  Rogero  Covent.  et  Lich.  epifcopo  et  fucceffori- 
bus  fuis.   133 1 .    (207.  b.) 

Portio  vicarix  de  Leylond.    1331 . 

Penfio  Prioris  et  capituli  Wtgorn.   1326.  (208.) 

Conventio  fuper  communes  pafturas  inter  Willerfeyam  et  Bradeweyam  et  liberos  homines  dc 
Bradeweya  temporibus  Randulfi  Ab.  Evejhamice  et  Gervajii  Abbatis  de  Per/ore.    (208.  b.) 

Compofitio  inter  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Abbatem  de  Hales  de  molendino  de  Eweline.  (209.) 

Conventio  inter  Abbatem  de  Evejham  et  Abbatem  de  Perfore  de  ftagno  quod  fe  extendit  juxta 
aquam  de  Sthoure  ab  exclufis  molendini  de  "Tatlynton. 

Ordinatio  reddituum  pro  capellanis  celebrandis  in  cimiterio.  (210.) 

Proteftatio  officialis  Cantuarenjis.  (211.) 


Aa 


Other 
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Other  papers  relating  to  this  Abbey  which,  either  on  account  of  their  length 
or  their  fubjeel,  it  feemed  improper  to  irrfert  in  the  body  of  the  work. 
Such  of  thefe  as  will  admit  of  a  tranflation  are  given  in  EngUJh.  They 
were  all  procured  from  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and  are  now  firft  publifhed. 

——MB—  i  mi  — 

[Had.  MS.  3763.  in  Muf.  Brit.  fol.  195.] 

rTHHE  newly  elefted  Abbot,  if  he  were  confecrated  out  of  the  Monaftery,  fhall,  when  he  returns, 
be  received  by  us  in  a  feftive  proceffion.  After  his  inftalment  by  the  prior,  he  is  every  where 
to  be  honoured  with  particular  reverence.  We  muft  be  reverently  obedient  to  him  in  all  things 
lawful :  and  as  [he  paffes  along,  either  through  the  cloifter,  through  any  of  the  offices,  or  a-iy 
where  except  in  the  dormitory,  all  fhall  ftand  up  and  bow  to  him  while  patting.  When  it  be  ne- 
ceffary,  a  chaplain  fhall  carry  a  lighted  lanthorn  before  him,  in  all  places  except  the  dormitory. 
No  one  fhall  walk  a-breaft  with  him,  except  to  mafs.  Wherever  he  fhall  lit,  no  one  fhall  prefume 
to  fit  down  by  him,  unlefs  he  command  him  fo  to  do.  If  bidden  to  (it  down  by  him,  that  perlbn 
fhall  bow  to  him  in  a  devout  manner,  and  thus  humbly  take  his  leat.  And  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  ftall  of  the  Abbot,  or  the  feat  where  he  is  about  to  let  down,  fhall  always  be  adorned 
with  a  quarellum,  whether  he  be  in  pontificals  or  not.  Whoever  fhall  give  any  thing  into  his 
hand,  or  receive  any  thing  from  him,  fhall  kifs  his  hand.  Wherever  he  fhall  be  prefent,  there 
fbould  be  obferved  the  ftri£teft  order  and  difcipline.  When  he  fhall  reprehend  any  monk  who  has 
behaved  or  fpoken  amifs,  whether  it  be  within  the  cloifter  or  not,  that  monk  fhall  afterwards 
intreat  his  pardon  in  a  humble  manner,  as  if  in  the  chapter-houfe,  and  fhall  ftand  before  him  til! 
ordered  to  lit  down  :  and  as  long  as  he  fees  him  to  be  angry,  fo  long  fhall  he  entreat  for  pardon, 
till  his  wrath  be  appeafed.  The  Abbot  fhould  however  take  care  that  nothing  of  this  fort  fhall 
pafs  in  the  prefence  of  fecular  perfons.  In  the  firft  chapter  over  which  an  Abbot  fhall  prefide  all 
the  obedientiaries  of  the  Monaftery,  and  all  thofe  who  have  any  office  there,  fhall  lay  the  keys  of 
their  refpe£tive  offices  at  his  feet.  He  then  (hall  reftore  to  them  their  charges,  if  it  be  not  other- 
wife  decreed  in  chapter.  Thus  the  whole  regulation  of  the  Monaftery  will  appear  to  depend  on 
him.  —  If  in  his  abfence,  either  through  neceffity  or  expediency,  any  new  regulation  fhall  have 
been  made,  it  fhall,  when  he  returns,  be  fubmitted  to  his  judgment,  and  its  execution  to  his  pru- 
dence.— The  Abbot  ought  therefore  to  be  cautious  in  his  government,  humble,  chafte,  and  mer- 
ciful, fober,  and  one  who  may  ferve  as  an  example  of  the  divine  precepts  both  in  words  and  aftions. 
As  often  as  poflible  he  (hould  be  with  the  reft  of  the  fraternity  in  the  Convent,  ufing  the  moft  vi- 
gilant care  and  diligent  folicitude  concerning  all  things,  that  he  may  be  able  to  render  up  to  God 
a  worthy  account*  of  his  office. 

Memorandum : 


*  Here  there  is  a  great  peculiarity  in  the  language  of  this  paper.    Roma,  the  place  where  the  accounts  were  given  in,  feems  to 

be  uled  for  the  account  itfelf.    Ut  de  officio  Jibi  commijfo  dignam  Deo  pojjlt  reddere  Romam. 


THE   ABBEY   OF  EVESHAM. 


'79 


[Ex  eodem.  fol.  191.] 

MEMORANDUM:*  — Quod  A.  D.  1392,  Anno  Regis  Ricardi  Secundi  XV.  obiit  pize 
memoriae  venerabilis  Prior  Nicfiolaus  Herford,  qui  Prioratum  ecclefiae  Eveshamia  devote  et 
religiofe  vivendo  per  xl.  annos  et  iiij.  ebdomadas  fub  ejus  Abbatibus  rexit ;  et  obtinuit,  et  port  ejus 
obitum  multa  beneficia  et  ecclefiae  ornamenta  difto  Monafterio,  ad  ejus  animae  falutem  et  in  pofte- 
rum  exemplum,  reliquit.  — Viz.  Unum  parum  veftimentorum  pro  majori  altari  embrowdatum  cum 
aquilis  de  auro  de  Cipre,  et  le  chaumpe  de  blew  velvetto,  cum  capa,  dalmaticis,  et  xxx.  albis  cum 
paruris  de  eifdem  aquilis.  Et  aliud  parum  veftimentorum  de  viridi  velvetto  embrowdatum  cum 
capitibus  cervinis,  cum  capa,  dalmaticis,  et  cum  iiij.  albis  de  eodem.  Et  aliud  veftimentum  tan- 
tum  pro  facerdote  de  panno  auri  de  Luc.  —  viz.  Cafula  alba  cum  paruris,  ftola,  manipulo,  et 
frontello  ;  quod  Dims  Abbas  ex  ejus  bonhate,  in  memoriam  animae  ejus,  dedit  capellae  B.  Mariae 
in  criptis.  Cum  una  calice  opens  Saracenorum  ;  cum  duabus  violis  argenteis  deauratis  et  fculptis. 
Et  aliud  veftimentum  tanturn  pro  facerdote  de  panno  Cypreo  quod  Dnus  Abbas  contulit  Johanni 
Golafre.  Et  aliud  veftimentum  Dno  Thomtf  Hambury  eodem  modo :  et  unum  calicem,  maximum 
totius  monafterii,  pondere  x.  lb.  cum  duabus  Bacyns  argenti  pro  majori  altari.  Et  fex  alios  calices, 
tam  bonos  quam  mediocres,  in  quibus  nomen  ejus  eft  fculptum,  expenfis  propriis  fieri  fecit. 

Nunc  de  ejus  libris  traftandum  eft.  Quofdam  emit,  et  quofdam,  mediantibus  fcriptoribus, 
componi  fecit.    De  libris  emptis  primo  incipiendum  eft. 

Summa  predicantium,  qui  valet  ix.  marc. 

Burley  fuper  politicis,  pretii  vij.  marc. 

Burley  fuper  phyfices,  pretii  iiij.  marc,  et  dim. 

Cowton,  pretii  vij.  marc. 

Miflale  dim.  anni,  pretii  xx.  marc. 

Et  fequentes  libros  componi  fecit  in  parte  : 

Prefcianus  in  conftruclionibus. 

Memoriale  junior  cum  prato  florum,  in  eodem  volumine  ligati. 
Petogogicum  (sic)  grammatice  fuper  quatuor  partes  grammatice. 
Nominale,  cum  diffinitione  artium. 

Quaterni  grammaticales,  quorum  primus  vocatur : — %uce  meliora  cum  exoticon. 

2.  Notabilia  Catholicon.  (sic) 

3.  Nominale  qui  fic  incipit :  Hely,  Heloy  ;  cum  quatuor  partibus  grammatice. 

4.  Qui  fic  incipit,  —  Sicut  et  tertius. 

5.  Biblifworthe,  cum  aliis  traftibus  grammatice. 

A  a  2  6.  Merarius, 

*  I  cannot  help  recommending  this  to  the  reader  as  a  very  great  curiofity,  and  wifh  much  it  were  in  my  power  to  render  it  into 
Englifh,  that  it  might  be  more  generally  read.    But  this  as  will  eafily  be  feen,  it  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  impoffible,  to  perform. 
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6.  Merarlus,  cum  Tmpnario  gloffato. 

7.  Guydo  de  vero  di&amine. 
Biblia. 

Siniftra  pars  oculi. 

Speculum  Curatorum . 

Tabula  fuper  Augujlinum  de  civitate  Dei. 

Manipulus  florum. 

Diftin6liones. 

Boetius  de  confolatione  Philofophiae. 
Dockyn, 

Flores  Bernard!. 
WaUenfis. 

Summa  confcientiae. 
Cojleley  fuper  Apocalipfin. 

Stimulus  amoris,  cum  aliis  tra&atibus  in  eodem  volumine. 
Vitae  Scae  Eufrajice,  cum  aliis  tra&atibus. 
Egidius  de  regimine  Principum. 
Quaternus  de  prima  injungenda. 

Quaternus  fummae  Crifojlomi,  cum  aliis  tra&atibus  in  eodem  volumine. 
Quaternus  Hugonis  de  Sco  Vi6lore,  cum  aliis  traftatibus  in  eodem  volumine. 
Quaternus  de  do£trina  dicendi  et  tacendi, 
Quaternus  de  articulis  fidei,  cum  aliis  traftatibus. 
Quaternus  de  Diabolicis  fantafmaticis. 
Quaternus  legum,  cum  diverfis  tra&atibus. 

De  origione  Religionis  fecundum  Ricardum  Heremitam  de  Hamipole. 

Quaternus  de  Mufica,  et  artis  metricae. 

Quaternus  de  Statutis  Angliae,  cum  multis  aliis  traftatibus. 

Holkote  fuper  fapientiam. 

Purgatorium  Patricii  San£H. 

Defcriptio  orbis,  cum  cronicis  abbreviatis. 

Primum  Pfalterium. 

Primus  liber  de  matutinis  de  Dna,  Cum  vij.  pfalmis  primalibus. 
Liber  Job  jfunioris. 

Bernardus  Cafllnenfis  fuper  r  . 

Smaragdus  fuper  r  . 

Quaternus  de  conftitutionibus  Bcneditti. 

Quaternus  qui  dicitur  Philofophia  Monac'horuin,  cum  diverfis  tra£htibus  de  ordinr. 
Quaternus  fuper  Regulam.    In  papire  non  ligatus. 
Quaternus  niger  qui  dicitur  Formula  Novicorum. 
Speculum  Stultorum. 
Pfalterium  Jeronimi. 

Parvus  liber  de  feptem  artibus  liberalibus. 
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Quaternus  major  tie  feptem  artibus  liberalibus. 
Quaternus  de  arte  nototatoria,  (sic)  cum  aliis  traclatibus. 
Difluafio  Valerii  ad  Rufinum  de  uxore  non  ducenda. 
Quaternus  de  peregrinatione  terrae  fanttae. 
Bellum  Trojanum,  cum  Vita  Alexandra  in  quaterno. 
Quaternus  de  Fifica. 

Quaternus  Odorici,  cum  aliis  traftatibus. 

Policronica,  cum  aliis  tra&atibus. 

Bullum  Trojanum  ligat. 

Alius  quaternus  de  bello  Trojano. 

Cronice  fratris  Man.    Primacii  Dni  Papae. 

Cronice  abbreviate.   In  papiro. 

Quaternus  de  confeflione. 

Quaternus  primariae  inftitutionis  Monachoruni. 

Quaternus  de  inquifitionibus  faciendis  in  vifitationibus. 

Liber  Agriculturae. 

Formula  vitae  honeftas. 

Secretum  fecretorum, 

Mort  de  Arthor,  cum  Sankreal  in  eodem  volumine. 
Quaternus  Gallicus  de  diverfis  materiis. 
Ymago  de  Mounde. 
Benfiis  (sic)  de  Hampton. 
Amys  et  Amylon. 

Liber  parvum  (sic)  narrationum. 

Albumafar. 

Joh.  de  Sacrobofco. 

Quaternus  de  compofitione  Aftrolabii,  et  ejus  fpeciebus. 
Quaternus  de  divifione  temporum. 
Quaternus  de  Compotis. 

Quaternus  de  mirabilibus  mundi  et  aftronomiae. 

Tabula  Martiniant, 

Johannes  Androw. 

Conftitutiones  Papae  dementis. 

Concordia  Diicordantium. 

Decretales  ij. 

Summa  fuper  titulis  Decretalium. 

Johannes  Androw  fuper  6.  et  7.  librum  Decretalium. 

Inftituta  Decretalium  et  Decretorum. 

Bromezart. 

Parvus  liber  de  orationibus. 

Pretium  iftorum  librorum  cum  quaternis  difcernat  pii  difcretio  .egentis. 
Pretium  veftimentorum  de  blew  velvetto  lx.£. 

Pretium 
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Pretium  veftimentorum  de  viridi  velvetto,  xx.£. 

Pretium  veflimentouim  de  auro  de  Luc.  vj.  marc. 

Prelium  veftimenti  cum  rofis,  xx.  s. 

Pond  us  magni  Calicis,  x.  £. 

Pondus  Calicis  de  opere  Saracenorum,  Ixvij.  s. 

Pretium  librorum  cum  precibus  fcripturae,  xlvij.  marc,  et  dimid. 

Pretium  pro  faftura  unius  mappas  mundi,  vj.  marc. 

Cujus  animae  propitietur  Deus.  Anima  ejus  et  animse  omnium  fidelium  defunciorum,  per  Dei 
mifericordiam,  in  pace  requiefcant.    Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 


[P.  195.]  NEXT  to  the  Abbot,  the  greateft  reverence  and  obedience  is  due  in  all  cafes  to 
the  prior,  who  in  the  Rule  is  denominated  Prepq/itus  honorabiliorum  domus  Del.  He,  after  the  Abbot 
himfclf,  can  exercife  the  higheft  power  both  in  words  and  action,  that,  by  the  example  of  his  life 
and  the  perfuafion  of  his  doftrine,  he  may  inftruft  his  brethren  in  what  is  good,  and  reclaim  them 
from  evil.  To  him  alone  is  the  prieft  fubfervient  who  performs  divine  fervice.  All  matters  like- 
wile  that  are  going  on  out  of  the  Convent-limits  are,  if  the  Abbot  fhould  be  abfent,  under  his 
controul.  As  often  as  occafion  requires  he  holds,  or  orders  to  be  held,  a  chapter  on  all  the  fervants 
that  belong  to  the  different  offices  of  the  Monaftery ;  and  by  his  command  due  punifhment  is  in- 
flicted on  delinquents.  As  he  paffes  through  the  cloifter  or  through  the  choir,  it  is  not  cuftomary, 
when  he  is  about  to  fit  down,  for  all  the  brethren  to  rife  to  him ;  but  only  thofe  who  are  near  the 
place  where  he  is  about  to  fit.  Wherefoever,  out  of  the  cloifter,  he  fhall  find  any  of  the  monks 
feated,  they  fhall  all  rife  to  him.  The  prior  of  the  cloifter,  or  the  guardian  of  order,  fhall  every 
where  attend  the  firft  prior.  As  far  as  poffible  he  ought  continually  to  be  in  or  about  the  cloifter, 
and  to  preferve  there  good  order  with  all  folicitude.  It  is  the  office  of  the  firft  prior,  while  he  is  in 
the  Monaftery,  to  punifh  or  pardon  any  offences  there  committed.  In  cafe  however  of  his  abfence, 
this  office  devolves  to  the  prior  of  the  cloifter  ;  except  in  thofe  caufes  of  moment  which  muft  be 
referved  to  the  arbitrement  of  the  firft  prior,  or  of  the  Abbot  himfelf.  Thefe  officials,  as  well  as 
the  deans,  fhould  be  chofen  from  among  the  beft  and  moft  prudent  members  of  the  Convent ;  as 
iuch  perfons  will  be  leaft  likely  ever  to  raife  a  clamour  through  private  enmity  to  any  one,  or  to 
pafs  over  any  negle6ls  through  private  friendlhip.  Above  all  others,  they  fhould  ftudy  every  where 
to  conduft  themfelves  religioufly  and  orderly,  and  thus  ferve  as  examples  to  the  reft  of  the  Con- 
vent. They  muft  be  attended  to  reverently  in  the  chapter-houfe ;  and  after  fuch  have  been  heard 
who  come  thither  to  plead  excufes  or  afk  pardon  for  any  offence,  it  is  the  office  of  thefe  principally 
to  lodge  complaints  againft  offenders. 


[P.  195-  N 
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[P.  195.  b.]  M  EMOR  ANDUM  :  — That  prior  Avicius,  becaufe  he  had  made  over  the  two 
villages  of  Daddelyimd  Neivenham,  which  were  part  of  his  own  inheritance,  to  this  church,  repeated 
the  fame  form  of  gift  after  the  blejfed  Wlfus,  at  the  requeft  of  his  relations,  had  unjujily  taken  poffeffion 
of  the  above-mentioned  places.  They  were  both  of  the  fame  parentage.*  —  It  was  by  the  advice 
of  the  fame  prior  Avicius  that  earl  Leofric  and  the  countefs  Godgiwa  built  here  an  handfome  church 
in  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity;  in  which  they  procured  a  crofs  of  large  fize  to  be  erected,  and 
images  of  St.  Mary  the  mother  of  God,  and  of  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  to  be  magnificently  made 
of  gold  and  filver ;  and  alfo  gave  a  green  cbefable,  a  leffer  black  cope,  and  many  other  coftly  or- 
naments.   Alfricus,  who  was  prior  under  Abbot  Agelwy,  built  the  dorcelli  of  the  chapter-houfe. 


[P.  196.]  MEMORANDUM:  — That  to  the  celebration  of  the  annlverfary  of  Walter 
de  Walcote,  prior,  are  affigned  all  thofe  rents  which  he  acquired  in  the  town  of  Evejham  and  at 
Penwortham  ;  but  with  this  provifo,  —  that  the  almoner  for  the  time  being  (hall  find  annually  to  the 
Convent  a  fufficient  pittance  of  falmon,  or  fome  other  filh  of  the  beft  kind  that  can  be  procured, 
together  with  an  allowance  of  the  beft  wine;  the  refidue  of  which  fhall,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
almoner,  be  faithfully  diftributed  among  certain  poor  perfons.  —  The  above  prior  acquired  alfo 
one  cope  of  green  filk,  embroidered  with  golden  apoftles  ftanding  in  tabernacles.  Alfo  an  alb, 
with  work  reprefenting  the  hiftory  of  St.  Katherine ;  and  another  alb,  with  figures  of  the  God- 
head fitting,  and  the  apoftles  ftanding  round.  —  This  prior  moreover  affigned  thofe  rents  to  the 
office  of  the  facrifty  which  we  find  written  down  in  the  martirology,  and  thefe  were  to  furnifh 
one  wax-light ;  which,  together  with  that  furniihed  by  the  facrift,  was  daily  to  burn  during  all 
the  private  maffes  celebrated  throughout  the  whole  year. 


[P.  201.]  MEMORANDUM:  — Quod,  ex  approbata  confuetudine  vailis  EveJIiamia,  re- 
manebunt  pro  inventario  poft  mortem  vicariornm  defun6torum  ad  futurum  fuccefforem :  —  1. 
Caruca  cum  toto  apparatu.  —  2.  Cartca  (sic)  cum  toto  apparatu.  —  3.  Unum  Furneys  fixum. — 
4.  Una  magna  Cuna.  —  5.  Unus  Alvus.  —  6.  Una  Archa.  —  7.  Una  Vanga,  cum  una  tribula. — 
8.  Una  Scala. — 9.  Unum  Lintheamen  ad  ventum.  — 10.  Una  Olla  enea.  —  11.  Una  Pelvis,  cum 

lavatorio  12.  Una  Men/a,  cum  trefTel. —  13.  Una  Mappa,  cum  manutergio.  —  14.  Unum 

Rafum  de  ligno. —  15.  Una  Falx. 

[Ibidem.] 


*  This  memorandum  it  was  impoflible  to  make  out  without  much  gratuitous  conjecture. 
De  uta  1 1 .  erant  perentela. 


T his  palTage  in  the  original  runs  thus: 
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[Ibidem.]  MEMORANDUM  :*— That  the  facrift  (hall  furnifn  three  wax-lights  continually 
burning  before  the  great  altar.  One  before  the  altar  of  the  bleffed  Mary  in  the  crypts.  Eight  to 
burn  only  when  proceffions  are  made  to  themafs  celebrated  at  the  above  altar.  And  as  many  at  all 
private  m:tffes  that  are  faid  throughout  the  year,  in  the  church.  He  muft  alfo  find  two  wax-lights 
to  be  lighted  up  every  day  ,•  one  of  which  is  according  to  ancient  ufage,  the  other  to  the  late  regu- 
lation of  Walter  de  Walcote.  He  muft  moreover  furnifh  one  lamp  to  burn  before  the  altar  of  St. 
Peter  by  night  only.  Another  before  the  altar  of  the  bleffed  Stephen.  A  third  before  the  altar  of 
the  Holy  Trinity.  A  fourth  before  the  altar  of  St.  John.  A  fifth  before  the  pulpit.  One  alfo  in 
the  chapel  of  the  bleffed  Mary  Magdalene,  to  burn  only  by  night.  A  lamp  moreover  is  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  for  the  tomb  of  St.  Wlfin,  to  burn  both  day  and  night.  In  the  chapel  of  St.  Lawrence 
two  wax-lights  of  four  pound  weight  are  to  Ije  found  by  the  facrift,  which  are  to  burn  only  during 
mafs. 


[P.  203.]  MEM:— Quod  Infirmarius  debet  percipere  per  manum  Sacrijl*  annuatim,  pro 
omnibus  in  quibus  ei  tenetur,  et  pro  una  dim.  marca  quam  Infirmarius  folebat  recipere  de  manu 
Burfarii,  vj.  £.  iij.  s.  viij.  d.  ad  quatuor  anni  terminos.  Et  hoc  determinatum  fuit  in  pleno  ca- 
pitulo  in  prefentia  Dni  W.  de  Wychechyrche  Abbatis  Evejhamice  A.  D.  1370,  die  O  Sapientia. — 
Subfacrijlce  eft  omnia  ornamenta  monafterii,  et  omnia  inftrumenta  et  fuppelleft iles  quae  ad  ipfum 
rnonafterium  pertinent  cuftodire,  horas  providere,  cereos  pro  tempore  accendere.  In  xij.  fcilicet 
Evangiliftjrise  m.  reveftiare,  portare  quern  Sacerdos  ferat,  cum  incepto  t  per  fingulos  dies  procefferit 
ad  altare.  Sacerdoti  ab  altari  ad  anologium  reverfo,  abfconfam  cum  candela  minifirante  finita  quae 
colletSta  eandem  abfconfam  recipere,  et  librum  Evangiliftarum  reponere.  Candelas  etiam  per  offi- 
cirias  diftribuet  fecundum  quod  opus  fuerit,  et  Abbas  vel  Prior  preceperit.  Ejus  folicitudinis  eft.am- 
pullas  vinarias  et  aquarias  qualibet  feptimana,  etcalices,  cum  opus  fuerit  lavare,  corporalia  quorum 
ante  Pafcha  femper,  et  quotiens  reliquis  anni  partibus.  Expedit  utrumque  lavare  fi  Diaconus  aut 
Prefbiter  fit,  fi  vero  non  fit,  Abbati  vel  Priori  judicare,  et  ipfius  licentia  alicui  qui  hujus  ordinis  fit 
hanc  curam  commendare.  Lavandis  corporalibus  quanta  poffit  diligentia  adhibeatur.$  Vafa  enea,' 
ad  nullos  alios  ufus  deftinata,  ad  hoc  opus  habeantur.  Aqua  qua  lavantur,  ficut  et  calicum 
in.  lacrum  (sic)  projiciatur  locis  dum  fictantur,  ne  aliquae  fordes  adhaereant  omnibus  modis  provi- 

deatur. 

*  This  memoiandum  is  admited  merely  becaufe  it  particularises  the  places  affined  to  thofe  lamps,  &c.  which  were  mentioned 
only  in  a  a  general  way  in  a  former  paper  concerning  the  lacrift's  office. 

i  This,  as  well  as  the  following  one,  is  a  very  intricate  and  difficult  lenience  ;  and  there  leems  to  have  been  fome  miftake  made 
in  tranfcribing  from  the  MS. — Should  not  incepto  here  have  been  rather  incenfo? 

*  There  is  fomewhere  in  Stevens,  but  I  do  not  recollect  the  exadt  place,  a  paffage  nearly  to  the  lame  purpofe  with  thefe  minutiae 
concerning  the  preparation  of  the  Hofl.  It  may  have  been  extracted  from  the  fame  MS.  but,  as  thefe  cuftoms  were  nearly  alike  in 
every  convent,  it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  copied  from  fome  other. 
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deatur.  Cura  faciendi  hoftias  fuper  eum  eft,  quia  ut  mundiflime  et  honeftifllme  fiant  fuo  in  opere 
ftudere  debet.  Imprimis,  fi  fieri  poteft,  frumentum  cum  magno  ftudio  granatim  eligatur.  Elec- 
tum  in  facculo  mundo,  et  de  bono  panno  fa&o,  et  ad  opus  tantum  parato,  ponatur,  et  a  famulo 
boni  ftudii  ad  molendinum  deferatur.  Quo  delato,  famulus  aliud  frumentum  in  ipfo  molendino 
moli  prius  faciat,  ut  iliud  unde  hoftiae  fieri  debent  fine  aliqua  forde  moli  poftea  valeat.  Reportata 
farina,  Sacrifta  vas  et  locum  quo  farina  buletari  debet  in  circuitu  cortinam  paret,  et  ut  honefta  per- 
fona  hoc  opus  agat  ipfemet  provideat.  Unus  miniftrorum  fuper  tabulam  mundiffimam  ipfam  fari- 
nam  aqua  confpargat,  et  manibus  fortiter  compingat,  et  maceret.  Servus  qui  ferra  in  quibus  co- 
quuntur  tenet,  manus  rochetis  habeat  inviolatas.  Interim,  dum  ipfae  hoftiae  fiunt  et  coquuntur, 
filentium  loquendi  omnino  teneant.  llle  tamen  qui  ferra  tenet,  fi  neceffe  fit,  breviter  quod  vult 
indicare  prout  famulo  qui  focum  facit  et  ligna  portat;  quae  debet  eflfe  valde  ficca  et  ante  multos 
dies  de  induftria  preparata. 


[P.  203.  b.]  M£M.  —  That  mafter  William  de  Stowe,  facrift  of  Euejham,  acquired  four  copes, 
—  one  of  cloth  of  gold  very  fine  and  coftly,  —  another  of  red  velvet  with  pearls  alfo  very  coftly : — 
a  third  of  red  fatin  of  the  beft  kind,  and  a  fourth  likewife  of  red  fatin  with  flowers  of  gold.  He 
alfo  procured  three  albs, — one  of  red  fatin  with  a  reprefentation  of  the  Deity  in  gold  work,  of  which 
the  body  and  fleeves  were  of  the  fame  piece ;  —  another  with  the  head  of  the  Deity  in  gold  work, 
with  the  heads  of  the  apoftles  alfo  in  gold  ;  — and  a  third  of  filk  with  white  griffins  of  filk  likewife. 
He  acquired  moreover  twenty  albs  for  holidays.  Alfo  a  tunick  with  a  dalmatica  of  gold  fringe. 
At  different  times  he  gave  for  the  ufes  of  the  Convent  one  hundred  marks,  —  viz :  forty  marks  for 
the  repairs  of  the  tower ;  — forty  more  toward  the  reparation  of  the  northern  wing  [tranfept,  I  pre- 
fume,]  of  the  great  church ;  — and  twenty  for  the  repairs  of  the  bell-tower.  He  alfo  gave  the  Abbot 
forty  pounds  when  he  purchafed  the  manor  of  Seynefiury,  and  forty  marks  toward  the  purchafe  of 
OJbarwe. 


[Ibidem.]  M  E  M.  —  That  brother  John  de  Brymmefgrave,  facrift,  acquired  one  good  alb,  and 
another  of  a  middling  fort,  of  black  velvet  with  boughs  and  leaves  worked  on  it.   He  alfo  procured 

*  *  *  *  albs  for  feftivals.  He  caufed  to  be  made  an  excellent  chalice  which  is  in  the  chapel  of 
the  blefled  Mary,  and  of  the  value  of  thirteen  marks.    He  bought  moreover  a  vafe  of  cryftal. 

*  *  *  *  *  the  aymlets  [or  fmall  ornamented  cafes]  in  which  are  placed  the  thorns  of  the 
crown  of  Chrift.    He  demifed  many  books  to  this  Convent  the  names  of  which  now  follow: 

1.  Summa  Summarum. 

2.  Summa  ConfeUorum. 

B  b  3.  Summa 
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3.  Summa  Curatorum. 

4.  Decretales  Bybliam.  (sic) 

5.  Catholicon. 

6.  The  Legends  of  the  Saints. 

7.  Yfidorus  concerning  the  chief  good. 

8.  The  Expofition  of  the  Evangelifts. 

9.  The  Eye  of  the  Priefthood. 

10.  The  Light  of  the  Laity. 

1 1.  A  Book  of  Narratives. 

12.  A  Breviary  in  two  volumes. 

13.  A  Diurnal  of  Prayers. 


[P.  204.]  THE  hoftilar'tus,  or  official  deputed  to  receive  and  accommodate  (hangers,  ought 
always  to  have  the  following  articles  ready  in  the  cell  provided  for  that  purpofe:  —  beds,  feats,  ta- 
bles, towels,  napkins,  cups,  and  all  other  neceifaries  of  the  fame  kind.  In  the  reception  of  guefts 
all  manner  of  courtefy  ought,  according  to  the  rule,  to  be  obferved.  If  any  bifhop  or  abbot,  or 
prior  of  another  houfe  fhall  arrive,  the  facrift  for  the  time  being  fball  fumifh  two  wax-lights  to 
burn  before  them  till  they  go  to  bed.  But  the  cellarer  is  to  find  them  fire,  kc.  The  hoftilarius 
fhould  however  fumifh  them  with  charcoal  and  candles,  as  well  as  with  corn  for  any  number  of 
horfes  not  exceeding  what  is  fpecified  in  the  cuftoms,  viz: — fot  thofe  of  any  number  of  perfons 
not  exceeding  fix  from  one  and  the  fame  houfe  or  convent ;  fo  that  every  two  horfes  lhall  have  one 
ftrike  of  corn.  But  when  the  guefts  are  many  and  from  different  houfes,  and  no  one  party  of  them 
exceeds  the  aforefaid  number,  the  hoftilarius  fhall  find  every  thing  neceflfary  for  them. 


[P.  204.  b.]  PRIOR  Conventualis  et  Abbas  duplum  percipient  de  Celario  et  de  Coquina 
quum  venerint.  De  pane  percipient  duos  panes  monachales.  De  cervifia  duas  lagenas  ad  prandium, 
et  duas  ad  cenam.  Pro  armigero  ejus  unum  panem  album  ad  prandium,  et  ahum  lervientur  ad 
cenam,  et  unam  juftam  cervifiae,  et  dimid.  ferculum.  De  coquina  Abbatis  Garciones  ad  prandium 
quilibet  fuum  panem,  et  dimidium  ferculum.  De  coquina  Abbatis  ad  cenam  duo  unum  panem, 
ct  duo  unam  juftam,  et  dim.  ferculum.  Et  folus  fi  fuerit,  unum  panem  et  unam  juftam.  Et  fi 
tres,  duos  panes,  et  juftam  et  dimidiam,  et  quilibet  dimid.  ferculum  de  coquina  Abbatis.  Monachi 
et  Canonici  qui  voverint  ante  evangelium  majoris  miffae,  per  dies  carnium,  unus  erit  de  apello,  et 
alter  de  coquina  communi.  Quotquot  fuerint  unde  de  coquina  communi  habebunt  o£lo  ova  in  die 
ill i  qui  non  funt  de  appello,  five  venerint  ad  cenam,  vel  ad  prandium.  Per  dies  vero  pifcium, 
habebunt  ficut  conventus,  viz.  unum  panem  monachilem,  et  duas  juftas  cervifiae.    Si  ad  cenam 
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venerint,  unum  parvum  panem,  et  unam  juftam  ad  cenam,  et  alteram  pro  colationc,  et  etiam 
cenam  de  apello. 

Fratres  vero  predicatores  et  minores  ad  prandium  quilibet  unum  panem  monachilem,  et  unam 
juftam,  et  o£to  ova,  per  dies  carnium,  fi  venerint  ad  prandium.  Si  ad  cenam,  quilibet  iiij.  ova. 
Set  per  dies  pifcium  in  omnibus  ficut  conventus  defervitur,  preterquam  in  Quadragefima ;  qui  tunc 
habebunt  iiij.  alletia  ad  prandium  de  Fitantiario.  Et  per  dominicas  ad  cenam  iij.  alletia  de  co- 
quina  communi.  Venientes  autem  ad  cenam,  duo  habebunt  unum  panem  monachilem,  et 
unam  juftam  ;  et  fimiliter  quicunque  remanferint  tota  no£le  Temper  duo  fratres  habebunt  unam 
juftam  pro  collatione.  Et  finguli  alii  religiofi  unam  juftam.  Licet  cum  Abbate  comederint  Auguf- 
tini  et  Carmeli  de  pane  et  cervifia  percipient  ficut  alii  fratres,  et  de  coquiua  quilibet  percipiet  iij. 
ova,  iiij.  alletia,  et  ficut  conventus  fervitur  de  pifce  de  coquina  omnes  Religiofi  fervientur.  In 
dominicis  diebus,  omnes  Religiofi  percipient  Wafres,  ficut  conventus. 


[P.  205.]  MEM.  —  That  in  the  year  of  grace  13 14  —  viz.  on  the  day  of  the  Saints  Fabiau 
and  Sebaftian,  it  was  determined  and  granted  in  full  chapter  at  Evejkam,  —  that  the  hojlilarius  for 
the  time  being  fhall  be  bound  to  furnifh  for  thofe  brethren  that  fpend  their  nights  out  of  the  Con- 
vent, both  at  their  departure  and  return,  hay  and  an  allowance  of  corn  ;  whether  their  horfes  be 
within  the  gate  of  the  Convent  or  without  the  faid  gate,  —  viz.  half  a  ftrike  of  oats  or  bread  to  the 
value  of  one  penny,  excepting  only  the  chamberlain,  facrift,  and  manciple,  who  are  to  be  fup- 
plied  from  the  profits  of  Berton. 

Mem. —  That  the  hojlilarius  for  the  time  being  fhall  be  bound  to  find  for  the  prior  of  Pen- 
wortham,  both  on  his  departure  from  the  Abbey  to  that  place,  and  on  his  return  to  the  Abbey 
from  Penwortham,  hay  and  an  allowance  of  corn  for  his  horfe,  and  alfo  for  the  horfe  that  may 
carry  his  bed,  if  he  fhould  travel  with  a  bed,  for  the  horfe  of  his  companion,  if  he  fhall  have 
one  with  him,  and  for  the  horfe  of  his  chief  attendant,  [armigeri]  if  he  fhall  have  any  fuch.  But 
if  he  fhould  travel  with  many  horfes  and  attendants,  in  that  cafe  the  hoftilarius  fhall  not  be  obliged 
to  find  provender  for  more  than  the  horfe  of  one  attendant,  and  for  the  horfes  above-mentioned. 
For  thefe  he  muft  furnifh  an  allowance  of  corn  and  hay,  for  two  nights,  on  their  journey  to  Pen- 
wortham. On  their  return  from  that  place,  he  muft  fupply  for  the  forementioned  horfes,  if  he 
fhould  travel  with  fo  many,  provender  for  three  nights,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  required.  In  like 
manner,  if  his  companion  fhould  arrive  alone  or  with  a  fingle  attendant,  the  hoftilarius  muft,  in 
that  cafe,  furnifh  provender  for  three  nights  on  his  arrival,  and  for  two  at  bis  departure.  Nor  is  it 
required  that  this  official  fhould  furnifh  either  more  hayf  more  corn,  or  more  beds,  unlefs  he  do  it 
out  of  any  particular  kindnefs  or  favour.  Neither  ought  the  hoftilarius  to  find  provender  for  the 
prior's  horfes  which  bring  the  falmons ;  nor  hay,  nor  beds  for  his  attendants,  unlels  through  par- 
ticular favour. 
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It  is  another  part  of  the  hoftilarius's  duty  to  conduft  ftrangers  or  religious  perfons,  who  have 
never  been  here  before,  and  who  come  with  an  intent  of  adoration  and  prayer,  through  the  cloifter 
into  the  Monaftery.  If  they  wifh  to  fee  the  offices,  he  is  to  lead  them  thither,  provided  the  con- 
vent be  not  at  that  time  affembled  in  the  cloifter.  He  muft  not  introduce  any  one  with  boots  and 
fpurs  on,  nor  any  one  bare-footed,  into  the  cloifter,  on  any  account  whatever. — It  is  moreover  his 
office  to  conduft  thofe  fecular  perfons  who  wifh  to  fraternize  with  the  brethren  into  the  chapter- 
houfe.  He  muft  alfo  take  the  charge  of  conducing  novices  who  are  juft  entered  the  fociety  into 
the  chapter-houfe,  and  teach  them  how  to  make  the  ufual  petition.  He  muft  take  care  likewife 
to  infpeft  the  conduft  of  thofe  brethren  who  have  leave  to  go  out  of  the  Monaftery  on  any  bufi- 
nefs,  or  are  returning  thither;  obferving  whether  or  not  they  have  proper  attendants  with  them  ; 
—  a  proper  faddle,  fuch  as  the  rule  requires ;  —  how  they  behave  themfelves  in  the  court ;  —  that 
if  he  notices  any  thing  diforderly,  he  may  lodge  a  complaint  againft  fuch  offenders  in  the  chapter- 
houfe. 


[Ibidem.]  I T  is  the  almoner's  office  either  to  enquire  himfelf,  or  procure  proper  perfons  to 
enquire  for  him,  and  that  with  the  utmoft  care  and  folicitude,  where  any  fick  or  infirm  perfons 
refide  who  have  not  a  fufficient  fupport.  If  he  fhould  himfelf  undertake  this  office,  he  muft  take 
two  fervants  with  him,  and,  before  he  fhall  enter  any  houfe,  he  {hall  caufe  the  women,  if  there 
are  any  in  it,  to  leave  that  houfe.  Having  entered  the  houfe,  he  muft  kindly  and  charitably  con- 
dole with  the  fick  perfon,  and  offer  him  the  beft  of  what  he  has,  and  whatever  he  may  underftand 
fhould  be  neceffary  to  him.  If  he  fhall  require  any  thing  elfe,  it  muft  be  obtained  for  him.  Into 
thofe  houfes  in  which  fick  or  infirm  women  lie  he  muft  not  enter ;  but  fend  by  a  fervant  whatever 
may  conduce  to  their  comfort  and  reftoration  to  health.  But  before  he  can  do  any  of  the  above 
charities,  he  muft  communicate  his  defign  to  the  abbot  or  prior;  and  afterward  difpenfe  his  bounty 
according  to  what  the  income  laid  afide  for  thefe  good  works  will  afford. 


[P.  204.]  IT  is  the  office  of  the  chamberlain  of  the  Convent,  according  to  ancient  cuftom, 
to  procure  all  veftments,  fhoes,  beds,  and  bedding,  that  are  neceffary  to  the  monks,  and  which 
they  are  allowed  by  the  rule  to  make  ufe  of.  He  muft  alfo  procure  a  proper  taylor  to  make  up 
all  thofe  of  the  monks  veftments  that  are  within  the  province  of  his  trade. 


[Ibidem.]  INCREMENTA  Cameras  fafta  ad  opus  Conventus  per  Johannem  de  Per/ore 
Camerarium,  tempore  Rondulphi  Abbatis.  —  Duo  coopertoria  fuper  addita  funt  fingulis  annis,  cum 
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prius  effent  o6to,  et  duo  langella  de  Sco  Albano,  et  decern  parva,  et  decern  panni  ad  radendum,  cum 
curfu  coopertorium  ;  et  decern  tunica  de  blancheto  tinao  nigro,  et  decern  capucia,  cum  prius  effent 
ofto.  Tempore  H.  Abbatis,  fafta  eft  talis  eftimatio  di&orum  pannorum  et  calciamentorum. 
Tunicarum  pretium  ij.  fol.  et  vj.  den.  cum  prius  effent  ij.  fol.  Langellorum  pretium  ij.  fol.  ef 
vj.  den.  cum  prius  effent  ij.  fol.  Botarum  pretium  xviij.  den.  cum  prius  effent  xij.  den.  Capu- 
tiorum  pretium  viij.  den.  cum  prius  effent  vj.  den.  Parvorum  langellorum  pretium  viij.  den. 
Pannoxum  ad  radendum  duse  ulnae. 

Incrementa  Camerae  fa&a  ad  opus  Conventus  per  Walterum  de  Ullyngton  Camerarium,  tempore 
Thome  Abbatis. — Unum  parum  caligarum  de  fargio  fingulis  monachis  ad  Pafcha,  pretium  iij.  den. 
Et,  ad  diftum  terminum,  Priori  pro  fotularibus  fuis  ij.  fol.  Et  ad  feftum  S.  Michaelis,  ij.  fol.  pro 
fotularibus  luis,  ad  quos  terminos  non  fuit  folitus  recipere  nifi  xviij.  den.  Et  ad  augmentum  tuni- 
carum, fingulis  annis,  fingulis  tunicis  vj.  den. 

Incrementa  fafta  per  Hugonem  de  Burlyngham  Camerarium  Evefiiamie,  tempore  Willielmi  Abbatis. 
—  Ad  opus  Prioris  xl.  den.  ad  feftum  S.  Michaelis  accipiend.  Ubi  non  conluevit  recipere  nifi 
dim.  marcam  pro  frocco,  cuculla,  et  tunica,  modo  recipiet  integre  x.  fol.  ad  idem  feftum.  Item 
ad  opus  etiam  conventus  affignavit  xj.  fol.  et  viij.  den.  hiis  qui  funt  de  curfu  coopertoriorum 
fingulis  annis  recipiendos  :  ubi  finguli  non  confuev«runt  recipere  nifi  xiv.  fol.  et  x.  den.  recipient 
modo  finguli  integre  xvj.  fol. 

Ricardus  etiam  de  Glodejhale  Camerarius,  in  tempore  fuo,  adquifivit  eis  qui  fint  de  curfu  cooper- 
toriorum iiij.  fol. 


fVefp.  B.  XXIV.  p.  5?.  See  alfo 
Stevens's  Append,  p.  141.] 

MEM:  —  That  an  affize  was  held  before  Robert  de  Lexington  and  Radulph  de  Suthley  jufticiaries 
of  our  lord  the  king,  then  going  the  circuit,  at  Worcejler,  in  the  time  of  Richard,  Abbot 
of  Evejham.  Sworn  witneffes  there  depofed  that  the  aforefaid  Abbot,  his  predeceffors,  and  all  his 
tenants  and  people  lrom  all  thofe  towns  and  villages  of  his  that  lie  within  the  county  of  Worcejler, 
were  always,  in  the  market  of  the  aforefaid  city,  free  of  toll  and  of  every  other  cuftom,  in  every 
thing  fold  or  bought  for  their  own  ufes;  and  of  all  cattle  they  reared  themlelves;  and  of  all  things 
elfe  which  they  bought  for  their  own  ufe ;  viz.  all  forts  of  cattle,  whether  oxen,  fheep,  or  other 
kinds ;  excepting  only  a  male  horfe ;  for  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  pay  two-pence,  whether 
they  bought  or  fold.  But  if  they  bought  any  cattle  or  any  thing  elfe  in  the  aforefaid  market  to 
fell  again,  either  there  or  elfewhere,  as  merchants  and  under  the  name  of  merchandife,  for  fuch  they 
were  accuftomed  to  pay  toll ;  but  in  all  other  matters  they  have  been  toll-free  for  thefe  twelve  years 
laft  paft.    On  that  account  it  was  adjudged  that  the  Abbot  and  his  people  were  free  as  aforefaid  ; 

and 
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and  that  the  bailiffs  of  the  city  of  Worcester  were  nonfuited.*  And  it  is  to  be  noticed  here  that 
the  damages  of  the  Abbot  were  laid  at  ten  pounds.  This  affize  was  held  in  the  year  from  our 
Lord's  incarnation  M,CC,  XL.  on  the  Sunday  on  which  is  fung  Mifericordia  Domini,  in  the  xxv. 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry,  the  fon  of  king  John* 


[P.  i }  2 .  b.]    Concerning  the  power  of  the  Confervator  of  privileges. 


HP  HE  confervator  mould  not  intermeddle  in  offences  of  a  general  kind,  but  only  in  thofe  which 
may  have  been  committed,  and  that  particularly  make  againft  thofe  privileges  of  which 
he  is  the  guardian.  He  has  power  to  excommunicate  all  thofe  who  commit  any  crime  of  this  kind 
—  that  infringes  thofe  privileges  indulged  to  us  by  the  apoftolic  fee;  and  if,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  offenders,  no  particular  perfon  will  confels  his  fault,  then  the  confervator  may,  either 
in  perfon  or  by  deputation,  fet  on  foot  a  diligent  inquifition  concerning  fuch  offences,  and  thofe 
that  he  fhall  find  culpable  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  fufpend,  excommunicate,  or  interdict,  till  they 
are  brought  to  condign  punifhment.    Thus  far  his  power  extends  and  no  farther. 


[P.  113.]    Concerning  the  prefervation  of  our  privileges. 


C  INCE  all  the  liberties  of  this  church  depend  entirely  upon  privilege  and  prefcript'ton,  —  beware 
^  all  ye  the  fons  of  this  church  leaft,  on  any  occafion  ye  have  recourfe  to  the  common  law,  when 
ye  have  a  fpecial  one  already  prefcribed.  For  that  kind  of  liberty  is  very  eafily  loft  which  is  foun- 
ded upon  an  exemption  from  the  common  law,  and  prefcription  is  very  readily  infringed  becaufe  it 
is  odious  to  the  generality.  Not  only  that  man  therefore  deferves  to  lofe  his  rights  who  neglects  to 
call  in  the  power  of  the  common  law  to  fupport  them,  but  alfo  he  who  does  not  ule  the  power  thefe 
privileges  put  into  his  hand  for  their  own  fupport.  Take  care  therefore  leaft,  at  any  time  ye  ex- 
ceed the  bounds  of  your  privileges,  by  ordaining  thofe  of  other  parifhes  [alienos  parochianos]  to 
the  exercife  of  the  order  of  fub  deacon,  deacon,  or  priejl  in  your  own,   I  call  all  thofe  aliens  who  have 

no 

*  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  I  have  properly  rendered  this  part.    The  original  phrafe  is:  Ballivi  de  civitate  Wigomia  in  ai/e- 
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no  title  for  ordination  in  your  parifhes ;  excepting  the  letter  of  the  diocefan.  Neither  fhould  ye  ever 
communicate  with  excommunicated  perfons,  after  ye  have  received  notice  of  their  excommunica- 
tion. Neither  fhall  ye  confer  the  criftn  or  oil  which  was  prepared  in  your  own  convent  among  thofe 
who  are  not  privileged  like  yourfelves ;  unlefsat  the  particular  requeft  of  your  diocefan.  Many  other 
cafes  will  occur  in  which  the  like  caution  fhould  be  obferved.  —  Moreover  becaufe  many  infringe- 
ments of  the  privileges  of  this  church  have  happened  through  the  fecular  clergy's  undertaking  the 
office  of  dean  of  the  vale,  and  becaufe,  through  fear  of  powerful  perfons,  fuch  men  have  not  defended 
our  poffeffions,  nor  have,  as  a  dean  fhould,  properly  punifhed  offenders  againft  us  with  ecclefiaftical 
cenfures ;  but  have,  on  the  other  hand,  dared  feverely  to  animadvert  on  fome  of  our  own  people  who 
have  been  brought  before  them,  thus  teftifying  that  a  regard  for  mammon  and  the  temporal  riches 
of  this  world  was  the  fole  rule  of  their  conduct ; — and  alio  becaufe  they  were  greatly  buithenfome  to 
the  church,  (as,  in  like  manner,  was  their  fenefchall  in  the  daiiy  procurations  of  men  and  horfes,)  it 
is  provided  and  appointed  that,  in  future,  the  mcnks  themfelves  fhall  be  deans,  as  was  formerly  prior 
Avicius  and  feveral  monks  after  hira :  who,  if  they  acted  amifs,  might  fpeedily  be  removed  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  Abbot  and  Convent,  and  who,  if  they  acquired  any  thing,  acquired  it  altogether 
for  their  own  church  ;  who  alfo  boldly  animadverted  upon  malefactors  againft  the  church  ;  and 
who  moreover  were  no  greater  burthen  to  the  church  than  a  common  monk,  excepting  in  the  ex- 
pences  of  their  apparitor.  Particularly  in  thefe  times  it  is  neceffary  the  monks  fhould  be  deans  of 
the  valley.  Becaufe,  whenever  an  Abbot  departs  this  life,  unlefs  a  monk  lhould  be  dean,  there 
would  be  no  one  who  would  venture  to  excommunicate  the  officers  of  the  king,  in  cafe  they  fhould, 
contrary  to  our  privileges,  dare  to  lay  their  hands  on  any  of  the  rents  appropriated  to  the  offices  of 
our  Convent.  Nor  can  any  monk  affume  this  power  to  himfelf  after  the  death  of  an  Abbot,  un- 
lefs he  enjoyed  it  during  the  time  that  Abbot  lived.  Moreover,  we  fhould  take  efpecial  care  not 
to  admit  to  any  of  our  meals  any  bifhop  or  archdeacon  of  Worcefler,  even  though  they  entreated 
it  as  merely  a  favour,  [etiam  caritatem  pctentes,]  or  were,  as  might  happen,  accompanied  by  the 
Roman  legate,  the  archbifhop,  or  the  king  himfelf ;  lince  this  might  be  interpreted  as  admitting 
them  to  a  right  in  common  law.  The  prior  however  of  Worcefler,  the  archdeacon  of  Gloucejler, 
unlefs  they  fhould  require  it  officially,  as  a  right,  may  at  any  time  be  admitted.  For  it  will  be 
expedient  to  admit  no  one  who  claims  an  official  right ;  not  even  thofe  who  have  juridical 
power  over  parifhes  within  the  vale.  —  It  fhould  be  confidered  alfo,  that  all  epifcopal  burthens 
are,  to  houfes  not  exempt,  very  troublefotne  and  expenfive ;  becaufe  the  bhbop  may  vifit  his 
canons,  not  only  once  in  the  year,  but  as  often  as  he  may  fee  occafion.  The  expences  of  procu- 
ration always  accompany  thefe  vifitations  in  mon arteries  fubjefted  to  the  bilhop's  power.  And 
not  only  the  bifhops,  but  the  archdeacons  alfo,  and  their  fervants,  are  admitted,  to  the  great  in- 
convenience of  fuch  monafteries.  Their  horfes  likewife  are  allowed  to  fatten  and  grow  fleek  in 
the  ftables  of  thete  dependent  convents.  And  not  only  this,  but  what  is  much  worfe,  even  the 
rents  of  thefe  houfes  are  fometimes  conferred  on  the  attendant  clerks  of  the  above-mentioned 
bifhops  and  archdeacons,  and  heavy  impofitions  are  laid  upon  them  in  other  refl  ects;  merely 
through  the  pretext  of  their  not  being  exempt.  The  bifhops  moreover  are  eafily  and  frequently 
drawn  over  by  the  abbots  to  opprefs  their  own  monks. — How  great  then  muft  we  fuppofe  their  ex- 
pences and  burthens,  in  attending  the  call  and  pleafure  of  thefe  bilhops,  to  be!  —  Unhappy  there- 
fore 
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fore  are  they,  and  deadly  is  their  offence,  who  permit  a  church,  which  is  by  ancient  prefctiption 
free  like  ours,  to  ferve  as  an  hand-maid  to  others.* 


In  looking  over  an  abftrad  from  the  Reglfiers  of  Eve/ham  Abbey,  the  author 
was  flruck  with  the  dreadful  circumftance  of  the  Convent's  having  been 
almoft  depopulated  by  the  peftilence  that  raged  about  the  year  1350.  He 
therefore  procured  from  the  Mufeum  copies  of  the  two  following  papers, 
which  were  both  written  near  the  time  of  that  calamity.  The  firft  of  thefe 
particularly  commemorates  the  tremendous  havoc  made  by  it :  the  other, 
though  it  does  not,  feems  at  leaft  equally  curious  in  other  refpetfs. 

—   —   . 

[Harleian  MS.  3763.  159.  b.] 

Concerning  the  prieft  who  celebrates  mafs  for  the  defunSt  brethren,  and  for 

other  benefaclors. 


*  I  A0  all  the  faithful  in  Chrift  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come.  —  William,  by  the  divine  per- 
miffion,  Abbot  of  the  exempt  Monaftery  of  Eve/ham,  and  of  the  Convent  of  the  fame 
place,  eternal  health  in  the  Lord.  — Know  ye  that  it  hath  been  an  ancient  and  laudable  cuftom  in 
our  Convent,  that  for  the  foul  of  every  monk  of  the  above  Convent  departed,  all  his  ftated  allow- 
ances of  every  kind  were  accuftomed,  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  he  was  alive,  to  be  delivered 
out  from  the  refeftory,  and  afterward  to  be  claimed  by,  and  diftributed  among  certain  poor  per- 
fons:  — and  that  there  have  been  fo  many  monks  of  our  houfe  deftroyed  by  the  peftilence  now 
raging,  that,  on  account  of  their  multitude,  fuch  diftribution  could  not  conveniently  be  made. 
We  wifhing,  as  much  as  with  the  Lord's  help  we  are  enabled,  both  to  avoid  danger  in  this  cafe, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  as  we  are  bound,  to  benefit  the  fouls  of  our  departed  brethren,  and  moreover 
to  alleviate  the  burdenfome  expenditures  of  the  cellar  and  kitchen  of  our  Convent  aforefaid ;  by 

the 

•  There  is  no  name  or  date  to  this  very  curious  and  Jly  paper:  btlt  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  written  about  the 
time  of  Randulf  :  when  the  bifliop  of.  Worcefter  claimed  a  right  of  vtfiting,  but  was  repulfed  through  the  inftigation  of  Thoaai  </« 
Markberg,    The  ftile  and  language  of  this  paper  however  feem  too  good  for  fo  remote  a  period. 
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the  advice  and  content  of  the  prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent,  and  alfo  by  the  advice  and  confent  of 
our  beloved  in  Chrift  mafter  William  d?  Stowe,  whom,  on  account  of  his  great  merits  and  various 
benefjcrions  we  have  joyfully  admitted  to  a  confraternity  with  our  houfe  ;  and  who,  in  order  that 
he  himfelf  and  his  friends  (hereafter  mentioned  by  name,)  might  be  interred  in  our  chantry, 
gave  to  us,  our  church,  and  our  fucceiTors  for  ever,  all  thofe  lands  which  he  poffeffed  in  Stowe, 
Dunynton,  and  Malgarjburyt  as  is  more  fully  fet  forth  in  a  charter  drawn  up  for  that  pi.rpofe.  We 
ordain,  grant,  and  for  ourfelves  and  our  fucceiTors  give  and  affign,  for  a  perpetuity,  to  the  official 
of  the  chapel  of  our  Lady  in  the  crypts,  four  pounds  of  filver-money,  from  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments which  we  poTefs  at  Stowe,  Dunynton,  Malgarpjbury,  and  Seynrjbury,  by  the  favour  of  the 
forementioned  mafter  William  de  Stowe,  viz.  —  Four  marks  from  the  lands  and  tenements  in 
Dunynton,  formerly  belonging  to  John  de  Kyrkeby,  and  which  are  now  held  by  Roger  the  chaplain: 

 Sixteen-pence  arifing  from  a  curtilage  or  clo.'e  in  the  fame  place,  once  held  by  the  aforefaid 

John,  but  now  by  William  Ferthyng: —  Eighteen-pence  from  the  rent  of  one  tenement  in  the  fame 
village,  formerly  held  alfo  by  John  de  Kyrkeby,  but  now  by  one  John  Duns  :  —  Six  (hillings  and 
eight-pence  from  a  tenement  in  Stowe,  formerly  occupied  by  the  fame  John  de  Kyrkeby,  but  now 
by  John  Baddecok  :  —  Fifteen  (hillings  and  two-pence  from  one  virgate  of  land  in  Seynejbury,  for- 
merly in  the  occupation  of  John  Mujard,  called  Deonyntonejlond ;  and  one  whole  tenement  fituated 
between  the  houfe  which  formerly  was  Abfolon  le  Mafon's,  and  that  of  Roger  de  Campedcn,  in  the 
ftreet  called  Ode-Jlreet,  in  the  town  of  Evejham;  —  from  whence  the  keeper  of  our  chapel  aforefaid 
for  the  time  being  fhall  provide,  yearly  for  ever,  one  competent  chaplain  to  celebrate  divine  fer- 
vice  for  the  fouls  of  our  brethren  departed  in  this  fearful  peftilence  ;  —  for  the  health  of  us  ;  of  the 
aforefaid  William  de  Stowe;  of  Alicia  his  wife ;  of  his  fifter,  and  of  mafter  William  Bajfet  de  Stozve, 
as  long  as  we  fhall  live;  and  after  our  emigration  from  the  light  of  this  world,  for  our  foul's  health: 
—  Alio  for  the  fouls  of  all  the  Abbots  our  predeceffors  now  departed  ;  for  our  dead  brethren ;  our 
parents  ;  —  the  parents  of  the  aforefaid  mafter  William ;  of  mafter  Richard  de  Ecclejhall ;  of  John  de 
Kyrkeby;  of  Odo,  and  Margery  de  Hynynton ;  and  of  all  our  benefactors,  our  parifhioners,  and  all 
the  faithful  departed  in  Chrift  :  — and  this  to  be  performed  in  our  great  church  of  Evejham,  at  the 
altar  of  St.  Stephen,  on  each  day,  immediately  after  the  performance  of  the  greater  mafs.*  And 
if  there  fhall  be  any  refidue,  over  and  above  what  will  ferve  for  the  payment  of  the  aforefaid  chap- 
lain, it  fhall  be  converted  to  the  ufes  and  profits  of  the  forementioned  chapel  erected  to  the  honour 
of  God  and  of  Mary  the  mother  of  God.  And  if  it  fhould  happen  (which  God  forbid!)  that 
fuch  tchaplain  fhould  not  be  provided  by  the  keeper  of  our  Lady's  chapel,  it  fhall  then  be  lawful 
■  for  us  and  our  fucceiTors  to  feize  on  the  whole  profits  of  the  aforefaid  keeper,  for  every  year  of  fuch 
negleft,  to  appoint  a  chaplain  ourfelves,  and  heavily  to  punifh  in  chapter  the  faid  keeper,  for  pre- 
fuming  to  defraud  fo  many  Jouls.  The  aforefaid  chaplain  muft  likewife  be  prefent  every  day  at  the 
mafs  of  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary  in  the  crypts ;  and  muft  fing  and  adminifter  in  the  fame,  from 
beginning  to  the  end.  The  keeper  muft  alfo  provide  and  affign  one  of  his  clerks,  or  (bme  other 
fit  and  competent  perfon,  who  (hall  daily  affift  the  aforefaid  chaplain  in  the  celebration  of  divine 

C  c  fervice. 


*  The  original  words  are:  pofl  capitulum  comenw.  But  as  one  cannot  fuppofe  a  chapter  was  held  every  day,  they  feera  to  mean 
either  a  ma£s  performed  in  the  chapter-houfe,  or  perhaps  merely  the  greater  mafi,  at  which  the  whole  convent  was  prefent. 
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fevvice. — That  the  prefent  regulation  may  be,  without  diminution  or  relaxation,  inviolably  ob- 
ferved  by  pofterity,  we  the  aforefaid  Abbot  and  Convent  have  affixed  our  feals  thereto.  — Given  in 
our  chapter-houfe  of  Eve/ham,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  month  September,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1350. 


[  P.  1 60.  ]    Concerning  the  priefts  who  celebrate  divine  fervice  in  the 

chapel  ad  Carvarium. 


TO  all  the  faithful  in  Chrift,  kc.  —  William,  by  the  divine  permiffion,  Abbot  of  the  exempt 
Monaftery  and  Convent  of  Eve/ham,  health  in  Him  whom  a  Virgin  Mother  bare.  —  Thefe 
our  human  bodies  may  well  be  likened  to  dull  and  afhes,  whofe  entrance  into,  and  departure  from, 
this  world  are  alike  lamentable  and  unhappy.  Nor  is  our  converfation  while  on  earth  lefs  deplora- 
ble :  fince,  as  we  are  well  alTured,  even  the  righteous  man  offends  feven  times  a  day:  —  fince  what- 
ever man  performs  while  living  tends  rapidly  to  decay: — fince  the  remembrance  of  the  greateft 
part  of  mortals  is  offenfive  to  pofterity;  and  the  memory  of  him  fcarce  furvives  his  funeral  obfe- 
quies  who  hath  acled  juftly  during  life,  and  whofe  laft  bequefts  and  benefactions  are  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted by  his  fucceffors.* —  While  therefore  the  fparks  of  life  remain  yet  unextinguifhed,  let  us, 
by  all  means  in  our  power,  promote  the  glory  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  and  of  his  mother  the  holy 
and  blamelefs  Virgin.  We  are  alfo  bound  to  preferve  a  devout  and  grateful  remembrance  of  Saint 
Egwin,  bifhop  and  confeflbr,  and  of  all  the  faints;  —  to  pray  for  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  our 
holy  mother  the  church  ;  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  ftate,  and  for  that  of  our  illuftrious  king 
of  England  EDWARD,  the  THIRD  of  that  name  fince  the  conqueff. ;  for'  that  of  the  lady 
PH1LIPPA  queen  of  England,  and  of  their  children;  —  for  the  fouls  of  their  progenitors, 
and  for  the  future  health  and  profperity  of  their  heirs :  —  for  Thomas  earl  of  Warwick,  Ralph  carl 
of  Stafford,  and  their  heirs,  whenever  they  fhall  no  longer  behold  the  light  of  this  world:  —  alfo 
for  our  own  foul  when  we  fhall  depart  this  life  ;  —  as  likewife  for  the  fouls  of  William  de  Chyryton 
Abbot;  of  all  the  Abbots  our  predeceffors ;  —  for  the  foul  of  William  Drant  prior; — of  our  bre- 
thren, friends,  and  relations:  —  of  Roger  March;  of  Guido  the  fon  of  Thomas  earl  of  Warwick; 
of  John  Beauchamp  the  fon  of  Richard  lord  of  la  Holt ;  of  John  de  Guyting  of  Evejham,  and  of  all 
our  benefactors,  our  parifhioners,  and  thofe  who  have  departed  in  the  faith,  and  with  a  confidence 
in  the  merits  of  that  Saviour,  whofe  goodnefs  is  neither  included  within  limits,  or  confined  by 

bounds. 


*  There  is  much  melancholy  and  pathetic  dignity  in  this  exordium;  but,  as  the  original  is,  in  fome  places,  rather  obfcure,  I  ant 

not  quite  certain  of  the  ienfe  of  one  or  two  paffages. 
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bounds.  —  For  this  purpofe  we  have  conftrufred  a  chantry  in  the  chapel  newly  erefted  in  the 
cemitary  of  our  Monaftery  at  Euejham,  near  the  Abbey-gate ;  and  appointed  two  chaplains  to 
celebrate  divine  fervice  there,  in  honour  of  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary  the  glorious  mother  of  God, 
where  there  is  likewife  an  image  devoutly  erected  to  her  memory;  and  in  honour  of  whom,  and 
to  his  own  glory,  God  has  vouchfafed  to  work  many  and  great  miracles  in  that  place.  We  there- 
fore ordain  (and  may  the  divine  favour  make  the  ordinance  eternal,)  and  grant,  by  the  confent 
and  affent  of  -.he  prior  and  reft  of  the  Convent,  that  out  of  the  poffeffions  lately  acquired  in  our 
own  times,  there  be  fet  apart  to  our  almoner  eight  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence,  from  our 
lands  and  tenements  in  the  towns  of  Evejhaw,  Bengexvorth,  and  Seynejbury ;  as  may  be  more  fully 
underftood  in  a  deed  made  in  favour  of  the  above  almoner,  and  figned  with  our  common  feal. 
From  the  above  fund  he  is  bound  to  find  yearly  two  competent  priefts  to  celebrate  for  ever  divine 
fervice  for  our  own  foul,  and  alfo  for  the  foul  of  the  aforefaid  John  de  Guyting,  who  has  undergone 
various  labours,  and  much  expence  in  the -conftruftion  of  the  faid  chapel ;  of  which  he  lias  alfo 
contributed  liberally  to  the  fupport :  — with  the  intent  moreover  that  the  fouls  of  the  perfons  above 
recited  fhall  not  be  neglected  in  their  prayers  and  mafles.  Neither  muft  luch  perfons  be  omitted 
in  their  orations  who  have  already,  and  may  hereafter  contribute  toward  the  liberal  endowment  of 
the  faid  ch3pel,  or  the  fupport  of  the  priefts  there  provided  for  the  continual  fervice  of  God. — 
And  firft,  a  mafs  fhall  be  celebrated  at  day-break  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  ;  and  afterward  another 
for  us,  the  above-mentioned  perfons,  and  for  all  the  faithful  departed  :  and  this  at  the  third  hour, 
[or  nine  o'clock,]  and  in  the  manner  mentioned  beneath.  One  of  thefe  priefts  fhall,  from  the 
feaft  of  All  Saints  to  the  feaft  of  the  Purification,  at  day-break  ;  and  from  the  Purification  to  the 
feaft  of  All  Saints  again,  at  fun-rife,  every  day  celebrate  mafs  in  honour  of  the  glorious  Virgin  ; 
and  fhall  fay  the  collect,  Dtus  qui  caritatis  dona:  and  in  that  colle6t  fhall  add,  De  famulo,  famulis, 
et  famulabus  tuis  ;  as  alfo  Dirige  eos,  kc.  commemorating  likewife  us  who  are  H: ill  living.  He  fhall 
moreover  fay  the  other  collect  for  the  defunct,  viz.  Inclina,  kc.  or  Quejumus  Dominc  ut  anlmabus 
famubrum,  famularumque  tuarum,  quorum  commemorationem  agimus,  kc.  —  and  afterward,  Fidelium, 
kc.  At  the  third  hour  he  fhall  celebrate  mafs  only  for  the  defunct ;  and  lhall  fay  daily  the  firft 
collect,  Inclina,  kc.  or  Quejumus,  kc.  The  fecond  collect  fhall  be  that  for  our  lady,  and  the  third, 
Deus  qui  caritatis,  kc.  or,  Omnipotens  et  fempiterne  Deus,  kc.  and  alfo  the  collect  Fidelium,  kc.  for 
the  fouls  of  thofe  departed  in  the  fear  of  God : — obferving,  in  every  mafs,  to  make  ule  of  the 
latter  collect ;  and  preferving  as  much  as  poffible  the  above  order  in  their  daily  celebrations, 
unlefs  they  fhould  be  prevented  by  the  more  folemn  and  principal  feftivals  of  the  church,  in  which 
cafe  they  muft  recite  the  aforefaid  collects  as  regularly  and  fully  as  the  time  will  allow.  And  left 
it  fhould  feem  burthenfome  to  either  one  or  other  of  thefe  chaplains  to  celebrate  mafs  lb  early 
and  perpetually,  we  will  and  ordain,  that  he  who  celebrates  on  one  day  the  mals  of  St.  Mary, 
fhall  celebrate,  on  the  next,  for  the  defunct.  And  he  who  celebrates  one  day  for  the  defunct 
lhall,  on  the  following  day,  celebrate  for  the  Virgin.  Thus  they  will  alternately  perform  their 
labours.  They  muft  alfo  recite  the  pfalm  De  profundi:,  &c.  at  the  end  of  every  mals;  together 
with  the  collect  Fidelium,  kc.  Each  of  them  lhall  likewife  affift  the  other,  as  much  as  poffible, 
in  his  duties.  On  each  day  fhall  one  or  both  of  them  together  recite  a  Diiige,  with  a  Placebo, 
in  the  accuftomed  manner.    On  every  fourth  and  fixth  holiday,  they  lhall  lay  a  commendatary 

Cc  2  prayer 
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prayer  for  the  fouls  of  all  the  defuncl  in  God.  To  each  of  thefe  priefts  fhall  be  payed  fuch  a 
portion  of  money,  from  the  fum  allotted  to  them,  as  they  can  agree  on  betwixt  themfelves :  — 
but  neither  of  them  (ball  receive  any  thing  except  fo  long  as  they  recite  the  aforefaid  prayers  and 
maffes,  in  the  manner  here  fet  forth.  If  it  fhould  happen  that  thefe  priefts,  or  either  of  them, 
fhould  be  prevented  by  ficknefs  from  performing  their  office,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  both  or  either 
of  them  to  procure  another  pried  or  priefts  to  perform  the  duty  in  their  room  ;  left  the  fouls  of 
fo  many  both  living  and  dead  fhould  fuffer  by  their  neglect.  —  If  it  {hould  happen  at  any  time 
that  the  faid  chapel  fhould  be  out  of  repair  and  in  a  ruinous  ftate,  fo  that  the  aforefaid  priefts 
fhall  not  be  able  to  celebrate  mafs  therein,  we  ordain  and  grant,  that  they  may  celebrate  divine 
fervice  in  our  great  church  of  Evejham,  either  at  the  altar  of  William  de  Chyryton,  Abbot  and  our 
predeceffor,  or  at  any  other,  according  to  difcretion  of  the  almoner,  until  the  chapel  be  fully  and 
properly  repaired  for  their  reception.  We  ordain  moreover  that  the  aforefaid  priefts  fhall  daily 
attend  at  the  celebration  of  the  mafs  of  the  bleffed  Virgin,  in  our  chapel  in  the  crypts,  finging 
and  adminiftering  in  the  faid  mafs,  from  the  beginning  of  it  until  the  end.  And  that  they  fhall 
be  obedient  to  us,  our  fucceffors,  or  our  commiffary,  according  to  law.  The  almoner  may  con- 
tinue or  remove  the  aforefaid  priefts  yearly,  as  often  as,  and  at  thofe  times  when,  it  may  feem 
expedient  to  him.  Thus  no  one  of  them  fhall  have  a  perpetual  fettlement  in  the  faid  chantry,  on 
any  account.  If  it  fhould  happen  (which  God  forbid!)  that  the  almoner  for  the  time  being 
fliould  negleft  to  appoint  fuch  officiating  priefts,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  us  and  our  fucceffors  to  feize 
upon  the  whole  profits  of  fuch  official,  in  every  year  of  fuch  negleft,  and  appoint  from  them  pro- 
per priefts  ourfelves;  and  alfo  to  punifh  the  faid  almoner  in  a  condign  manner  for  having  pre- 
fumed  to  defraud  fo  many  fouls.— -This  ordinance  and  regulation  we  will  fhall  be  perpetually 
obferved  under  pain  of  our  fevere  indignation,  on  the  very  day  when  we  fhall  fee  it  contradicted 
or  reverfed.  And  that  it  may  remain  inviolate  to  the  lateft  times,  we  the  aforefaid  Abbot  and 
Convent  have  affixed  our  feals  thereto.  —  Given  in  our  chapter-houfe  at  Evejham,  on  the  eve  of 
St,  Andrew  the  apoftle,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1360. 
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The  following  and  concluding  paper  is  from  Stevens's  Appendix,  [p.  401.] 
There  is  ftill  extant,  and  at  this  time  in  my  pofTeflion,  the  deed  of  Henry 
VIII.  in  full,  and  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  time.  But  as  it  is  very  long, 
and  the  following  memorandum  contains  every  effential  particular,  it  was 
thought  fufficient  to  infert  it  here,  inftead  of  the  original  inftrument. 


A  copy  of  Philip  Hoby's  particular  of  the  fyte  and  demelhes  of  the  Abby  of 

Evejham. 


HTHE  SCITE  of  the  late  Monaftery  there,  with  all  orchardss,  gardens,  poles,  duffcotes, 
barnes,  ftables,  and  houfes  neceffary  for  a  fermor,  excepte  and  referved  certeine  edefiengs, 
houfes,  and  grounde  within  the  fame  precinct,  here  beneath  recited  yerely  to  be  letton. — Thirteen 
(hillings  and  four-pence.   

PASTURE  conteyning  in  all  by  eftimat  lxvij.  acres  lieng  in  divers  clofes  under-written,  that  /v 
is,  to  wit,  in  a  lefue  called  the  Hither  Marche  xvj.  acres,  xxvj.  s.  viij.  d.  A  leafowe  called  the 
Stuard's  Clofe  xiiij.  acres,  xxiij.  s.  iij.  d.  A  clofe  called  the  Horfe  Clofe,  viij.  acres,  xiij.  s.  iiij.  d. 
And  in  a  clofe  called  Lames  Clofe  v;  acres,  viij.  s.  iiij.  d.  being  feveral  from  Candlemas  till  Trinitie 
Sonday.  And  ail  the  refidue  of  the  yere  letton  for  xiij.  s.  iiij.  d.  which  xiij.  s.  iiij.  d.  is  yerely 
anfwered  for  in  the  rente  of  the  towne  of  Evejham.  — One  hundred  and  eleven  {hillings  and  eight- 
pence. 

M  EDOWE  conteyning  in  all  by  eftimacion  lxxi.  acres,  and  lyeng  in  divers  meadows  and 
places  within  fpecified,  that  is,  to  witte,  in  a  medowe  called  the  Staplinge  xiij.  acres,  xlviij.  s.  A 
little  medowe  called  Offenfum  Medowe,  iiij.  acres,  viij.  s.  A  medowe  called  hangman  Medowe, 
cont.  xxij.  acres,  xlvj.  s.  viij.  d.  A  medowe  called  the  Prock,  xij.  acres,  xxxij.  s.  A  medowe 
called  Eibbesford,  xvij.  acres,  lij.  s.  vj.  d.  In  all  as  appereth  by  the  particulars  aforefaid, — nine 
pounds  feven  (hillings  and  two-pence. 

ARABLE  land  conteyning  by  eftimat  ccccxxviij.  acres,  lyeng  in  feilds,  places,  and  grounds 
under-written,  that  is,  to  witte,  in  a  greate  feild  being  arable  lieng  in  tillage  cccxliij.  acres,  viij.  1. 
xij.  s.  A  lefowe  called  the  Brire  Clofe  xxiij.  acres,  xj.  s.  xj.  d.  A  lefowe  called  the  Rymell  Well 
xlj.  acres,  xx.  s.  vj.  d.    A  lefowe  called  the  Newe  Lefowe  xx.  acres,  over  and  befide  xxv.  acres  of 

herbage 
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herbage  hereafter  charged  amongft  other  herbage,  in  all  to  be  3rented,  as  appereth  by  the  parcels 
forefaid,  —  ten  pounds  fourteen  fhillings. 

HERBAGE  of  divers  woode  followinge  conteyning  by  eftimation  lv.  acres,  that  is,  to 
witte,  of  the  parke  adjoinynge  the  Monaftery,  conteyning  xxx.  acres,  xxv.  s.  All  the  lefowe 
called  the  Netve  Lefowe  xxv.  acres,  xx.  s.  over  and  befide  xx.  acres,  there  before  charged  amongeft 
the  arable  land,  in  all,  —  forty-five  fhillings. 

MEMORANDUM:  —  That  theis  edifiengs,  buildings,  houfes  and  grounde  under-  written 
are  excepte  and  reverfed  for  divers  caufes  and  confiderations  here  declared,  and  are  as  no  parte  or 
parcell  of  the  rente  before  exprefTed,  that  is,  to  witte,  The  lodginge  or  buildings  called  Almerye, 
adjoyninge  to  the  gate  at  the  comynge  unto  the  faid  late  Monaftery  one  the  northe  —  Apon  the 
Lord's  Stable  on  the  fouthe  —  Apon  the  Baffe-Courte  towards  the  efte,  and  apon  Barton-Gate  to- 
wards the  wefte,  with  one  garden  called  the  Almerye-Garden,  one  great  courte  or  yarde  called 
Almery-Courte,  one  kechyn,  two  {tables,  Barton-Gate  with  a  dove-houfe  in  the  towr  of  the  fame 
gate,  the  garden  called  the  Hynde-Garden  adjoyinge  to  the  fame  gate,  and  all  the  raunge  of 
buildings  called  the  ftore-houfe,  butting  upon  the  towr e  of  the  Abbey-gate  northe,  and  the  garner 
fouthe,  and  upon  the  almery  wefte,  with  all  other  buildings,  romes  and  chambers,  wayes,  courfe 
and  recourfe  belonging  to  the  faid  almery,  and  other  the  premifes  appoynted  amongeft  other 
things  by  the  king's  commiffioners  there  to  Sir  Philippe  Hay  ford,  late  Abbotle  there  fur  terme  of 
his  life,  without  any  thinge  payenge  for  the  fame,  or  any  parcell  thereof,  kc. 

Alfo  the  lodginge  comenly  called  the  Chamberer's-Chamber,  adjoyning  apon  the  Abbot's- 
Poles  efte,  and  apon  the  Baffe-Courte  wefte,  and  apon  the  Prince  Chappel-Chamber  northe,  with 
a  kechyn,  a  garden,  a  little  courte.  A  houfe  called  the  Tailour's-Houfe,  or  Apple-Houfe,  and 
one  orchard  within  the  parke,  called  the  Calve's-Crofte,  with  one  pole  to  the  fame,  and  all  other 
eafements  and  commodities  in  the  letters  of  Clemente  Lichflde,  fome  time  Abbotte  of  Evejham  fore- 
faid, to  the  fame  Clement  refigned  for  the  terme  of  his  lief,  &c. 

The  lodgings  alfo  called  the  Receipte,  and  all  other  houfes  which  the  receivers  of  the  faid  late 
Monaftery  do  ule,  and  have  ufed,  to  remayne. 

And  alfo  the  Steuard's-Lodgynge,  with  the  dovecote,  a  garden,  and  other  comodities  belong- 
inge  to  the  fame. 

And  further  the  lodgynge  called  the  Dortor  Prinfe  Lodgynge  within  the  faid  late  Monaftery  to 
be  referved  for  the  king's  officers  of  the  Court  of  Augmentations,  when  they  lhall  repaier  hither, 
with  all  orchards,  gardens,  yards,  dove-houfes,  ponds,  pooles,  ftues,  ftables,  hay-lofts,  wayes, 
courfe  and  recourfe,  perteyning  or  belonging  to  the  fame  and  other  houfes,  neceffary  for  the 
fame  officers. 


Parcell  of  the  demeynes  of  the  abovefaid  late  Monaftery  of  Evejham,  being  within  the  parifh 
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of  Salford,  in  the  countie  of  Warwick.  That  is,  to  witte,  A  ME  DO  WE  called  Honyam  Me- 
dowe  conteyning  by  eftimation  xxvij.  acres,  are  worth  yerely  to  be  letton,  —  fifty-four  {hillings. 

The  F  E  R  M  E  a  parke  within  the  parifh  of  Benyeworth,  called  Thrawneh.il  Parke,  and  of  all 
lands,  meadowes  and  paftures,  with  the  appurtenance  called  Thrawnehil,  occupied  and  manured  in 
the  hands  of  the  late  Abbotte  and  Covente  of  Evejham  forefaid  towards  the  expence  of  their  houf- 
holde,  before  the  late  letting  thereof,  and  now  of  late  letten  amongeft  other  things  to  ferme  to 
John  Tyrle  and  Robert  Tyrle  of  Beangeworthe,  yeomen  by  indenture  under  the  Covente  Seale  of 
the  faid  late  Monafterye,  dated  the  fecond  day  of  June,  in  the  thirtieth  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our 
fouveraigne  lorde  kinge  Henry  the  Vlllth,  for  the  terme  of  lxj.  yeres,  paying  therefore  yerely, — 
twenty-fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence. 

The  fum  total  thirty-feven  pounds  eleven  {hillings  and  ten-pence. 

Per  me  Robertum  Burgoyne. 


The  whole  fum  paid  by  Sir  Philip  Hoby  to  the  king  for  the  fite,  buildings, 
and  adjacencies  of  this  Abbey,  was  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds,  ten 
Jhillings. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

INTRODUCTORY  OBSERVATIONS  — VAL E  OF  EVESHAM— RISE  OF 
THE  TOWN  FROM  THE  ABBEY— REM  ARKS  ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF 
OTHER  ENGLISH  TO  WNS— FAVOUR  ABLE  SITUATION  FOR  MA- 
NUFACTURES AND  TRADE— GARDENS  — PRESENT  STATE  OF 
THE  TOWN  — SOIL,  AIR,  Sec. —  SOME  ANTIQUITIES  FOUND  IN 
THE  VICINITY. 

PREVIOUS  to  any  remarks  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Borough  of 
Evejfiam  it  may  be  proper  to  obviate,  if  poffible,  if  not,  at  lea  ft  to 
prepare  the  reader  for  fome  degree  of  difappointment,  mould  he  have 
formed  expectations  of  meeting  with  a  light,  eafy,  and  entertaining  narra- 
tive, refembling  many  of  thofe  that  have  been  lately  produced  on  fubjecls  of 
this  kind.  Befides  that  the  comparative  fmallnefs  of  this  town  will  not  afford 
the  opportunity  of  an  amufing  defcant  upon  its  public  diver/ions,  kc. — which 
might  give  birth  to  many  a  droll  anecdote  and  much  mirthful  goffipry,  the 
want  of  manufactures  inuft  leave  a  wide  chafm  both  in  our  amufement  and 
inftruclion.  The  defcription  of  the  various  machines  that  are  made  to  ferve 
fuch  ufeful  purpofes  is  indeed  one  of  the  mod  improving,  as  well  as  pleafing 
talks,  in  which  a  writer  of  thefe  local  narratives  can  be  engaged.  Natural 
hi/lory  is  fometimes  another  molt  delightful  objeel  of  thefe  topographic  pro- 
ductions ;  and  from  fome  late  fpecimens  of  this  fort  we  cannot  but  regret 
that  it  is  not  more  frequently  and  copioufly  made  ufe  of  to  enliven  and  di- 
verflfy  them.  Whoever  has  perufed  that  entertaining  and  curious  work,  the 
"  Natural  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Selborne"  will  readily  fubferibe  to  this 
opinion,  and  join  in  fentiments  of  wonder  and  applaufe  that  an  author, 
confined  within  fuch  narrow  limits,  and  proceeding  in  fo  beaten  a  track, 
mould  have  been  able  to  produce  a  work  of  univerfal  intereft,  and  of  fo 
much  original  information.  This  alfo,  both  from  the  nature  of  the  work, 
as  well  as  the  dilferent  habits  of  ftudy  of  its  author,  is  in  the  prefent  cafe 

denied 
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denied  us.  What  therefore  the  reader  may,  without  much  hazard  of  dif- 
appointment,  expecl  is,  after  fome  obfervations  on  the  prefent  Mate  of  this 
Borough,  a  rather  more  copious  delineation  of  its  antiquities, — an  hiftorical 
account  of  fome  remarkable  tranfaclions  belonging  to  it,  and  of  fome  eminent 
perfons  to  whom  it  has  given  birth,  or  afforded  a  refidence  :  —  in  which  re- 
fpecls  this  place  may  poffibly  afford  fome  compenfation  for  any  deficiency  in 
more  amufing  articles  of  information. 

The  Vale  of  Evejham,  to  which  this  town  has  given  a  name,  and  which  in 
every  period  has  been  fo  highly  famed  for  fertility  and  beauty,  is  now  be- 
come the  appellation  of  a  very  large  trad  of  country.  The  diftant  towns  of 
Cheltenham,  and  even  Worcejler,  are  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  fituated  in  it.  But 
there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  its  limits,  now  fo  indefinitely  extended,  were 
originally  of  very  confined  dimenfions.  The  poifeffions  of  the  Abbey  were 
at  one  time  the  only  fpots  dignified  by  this  appellation.  This,  at  fir  ft  merely 
a  conjedure,  has  been  of  late  nearly  realized  by  a  paper  procured  from  the 
Britifh  Mufeum  ;  in  which  the  boundaries  of  this  vale  are  determined  in  the 
Saxon  language.  Though  the  names  of  fome  places  differ  in  a  fmall  degree, 
upon  the  whole  it  nearly  coincides  with  what  is,  in  a  note  on  the  firfl  chap- 
ter of  this  work,  given  as  the  original  limits  of  the  Abbey-lands.  Both  are 
now,  it  is  true,  with  equal  difficulty  to  be  traced.  A  hedge  then  {landing, 
but  now  perhaps,  ages  fince,  removed  ;  a  dyke  long  ago  filled  up  ;  a  large 
ftone ;  and  fometimes  a  pit,  or  even  hole  in  the  earth,  are  the  objecls  com- 
monly made  ufe  of  to  mark  out  thefe  boundaries.  Little  more  than  the  hills, 
rivers,  with  fome  few  villages  remain,  which  can  at  prefent  affift  any  attempt 
to  follow  thefe  limits.  But,  on  the  whole,  it  may  be  eafily  feen  that  thefe 
accounts  agree  with  each  other  ;  that  they  are  both  the  limits  of  the  lands 
then  in  pofTeffion  of  the  monks ;  and  that  the  boundaries  of  the  vale  were 
enlarged  in  proportion  with  the  increafe  of  their  domains.  Thefe  are  well 
known  to  have  extended  chiefly  to  the  north  and  eafl:  of  the  Abbey.  It  is 
therefore  probable  that  we  can  nearly,  and  in  a  general  way,  lay  down  the 
limits  of  what  was  formerly  called  the  vale*  of  Evejham,  by  fuppofing  that 

D  d  Sambourn 

*  This  mud  be  underftood  however  as  the  vale,  when  the  Abbey  pofleffions  were  at  their  greatefl: 
height.  Originally,  as  may  be  l'een  in  Chap.  I.  of  this  work,  the  limits  were  comparatively  very 
narrow. 
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Sambourn  and  Coughton,  in  Warwickfture,  both  formerly  belonging  to  this 
foundation,  were  its  extremities  to  the  noithward.  Binton,  in  the  fame 
county,  and  once  in  its  poffeflion,  though  aftrrward  alienated  from  it,  on 
the  notth-eaft.  The  Broadway  hills,  a  boundary  indicated  by  Nature  herfelf, 
on  the  eaft.  Stowe  and  Bourton,  both  in  GlouceftY rfhire,  on  the  fouth-eaft. 
From  thence  contracting  the  fpace  greatly,  fo  as  to  pafs  confiderably  north- 
ward of  Winchcomb,  through  Afton  Somervllk,  wh^re  the  Abbey  had  alfo  fome 
emoluments,  to  Hampton,  on  the  fouth.  Crop/home,  and  its  dependant  ham- 
let Charlton,  having  never  been  pollened  by  the  Abbey,  formed  of  courfe  its 
exterior  limits  on  the  fouth-weft.  Fladbury,  likewife  independent  of  it, 
rather  more  toward  the  weft.  From  whence  the  hills  bianch  out  northward, 
and  form  a  natural  boundary  almoft  to  the  place  firft-mentijned  in  this  flight 
attempt  to  mark  out  the  original  dimenfions  of  the  now  widely  extended  vale 
of  Evejliam. 

St.  Egwln  may  be  confidered  as  the  founder  of  this  town,  as  well  as  of  the 
Abbey  to  which  it  was  once  annexed.  To  that  foundation  it  owes  its  entire 
origin  from  nothing,  and  its  fubfequent  increafe.  ■  With  a  fate  limilar  to  that 
of  Perjhore,  and  many  other  places  of  the  fame  defer iption,  it  flourifhed  with 
the  profperity  of  its  Abbey,  declined  with  its  decay,  and,  in  fome  meafure, 
funk  at  its  dillolution.  This  however  is  not  equally  true  of  both  places. 
Perjhore  fo  much  fympathized  with  its  abbey,  that  till  within  thefe  laft  thirty 
years,  when  the  beauty  and  falubrity  of  its  fituation  invited  many  ftrangers 
of  affluence  to  fettle  there,  it  underwent  an  almoft  total  annihilation  as  a 
town.  Evejham,  which  foon  after  the  dillolution,  (in  the  reign  of  James 
the  firft,)  was,  together  with  Bengworth,  erecled  into  a  Borough-town,  never 
experienced  a  fimilar  depreflion  ;  yet  from  a  comparifon  of  its  prefent  di- 
menfions with  many  particulars  concerning  its  former  extent  which  are  fup- 
plied  by  ancient  records,  many  deficiencies  may  be  obferved.  Several  whole 
ftreets,  mentioned  in  thofe  records  as  populous  and  well  built,  are  now  no 
longer  to  be  found  ;  or  if  with  difficulty  traced  out,  a  row  of  barns,  ftables, 
or  out-houfes  will  be  feen  to  occupy  their  fite.  The  ftreet  fo  often  noticed 
above,  under  the  appellation  of  Brut-Jirete,  at  this  time  conlifts  only  of  a 
fmall  affemblage  of  ftables  and  hovels,  which  go  by  the  name  of  Briton-fir eet. 

Ode-Jirete^ 
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Ode-Jlrete,  likewife  often  mentioned  in  this  work,  ftill  fubfifts  as  a  narrow 
lane  ;  well  enough  inhabited,  but  very  ugly  and  ill-built,  and  is  at  prefent 
called  Oat-Jlreet.  But  all  around  the  extremities  of  the  town,  and  indeed  at 
confiderable  diftances  from  it,  are  frequently  found  the  foundations  of  old 
buildings,  and  thofe  fometimes  of  confiderable  extent.  As  long  ago  as  about 
the  year  1220,  and  in  the  time  of  the  Abbot  Randulf,  we  read  of  the  old  town 
and  market-place  of  Eove/ham  ;  which  feems  to  indicate  that  great  additions 
to  this  place  had  then  been  lately  made,  and  a  diflinclion  obferved  between 
them  and  the  former  erections,  which  no  longer  fubfifts,  even  in  the  memory 
of  the  oldeft  perfons.  —  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Perjhore,  the 
advantageous  and  healthy  fituation,  with  moreover  the  addition  here  of 
the  Borough  immunities,  and  an  extenfive  cultivation  of  garden-grounds, 
have  of  late  years  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed  the  fize  and  population  of 
Evejham, 

To  enquire  into  the  probable  origin,  or  the  gradual,  and  fometimes  rapid  in- 
creafe,  of  our  Englifh  towns  in  general,  would  be  an  amufing,  and  perhaps 
ufeful  fpeculation.*    It  has  however  never,  that  I  know  of,  been  indulged 

D  d  2  to 

*  Camden,  in  the  firft  volume  of  his  Britannia,  has  laid  down  fuch  excellent  and  ufeful  rules 
for  difcovering  the  origin  of  the  names  of  many  towns  from  their  local  fituation  or  other  accidental 
circumftances  belonging  to  them,  that,  as  that  work  is  not,  on  account  of  its  fize  and  price,  in  the 
hands  of  many  perfons,  I  will  tranfcribe  them  nearly  at  full  length. 

"  AB,  in  the  beginning  of  names  of  places  is  often  a  contra&ion  of  Abbot,  and  implies  either 
that  a  monaftery  was  there,  or  that  the  place  belonged  to  fome  monaftery. 

AC,  AK,  being  initials  in  the  names  of  places,  fignify  an  oak,  from  the  Saxon  Ac,  an  oak. 

AL,  ATTLE,  ADLE,  all  feem  to  be  corruptions  of  the  Saxon  ./Ethel,  noble,  jamous;  as 
alfo  ALLIX'G  and  A  D  LING,  which  are  corruptions  of  ^Etheling,  noble,  Jplendid,  famous. 

AL,  HAL,  are  derived  from  the  Saxon  Healle,  a  hail  or  palace.  So  in  Gothic  Alh  fignifies 
a  temple,  or  any  other  famous  building. 

ASK,  ASH,  AS,  all  come  from  the  Saxon  AZCc,  an  ajh-tree. 

BAM,  BEAM,  as  initials  in  the  name  of  any  place,  ufually  imply  it  to  be,  or  at  leaft  to 
have  been,  woody;  from  the  Saxon  Beam,  which  we  uie  in  the  fame  fenle  to  this  day. 

BARROW, 
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to  any  great  extent  ;  nor  is  this  a  work  that  will,  with  propriety,  admit  of 
more  than  a  few  defultory  remarks. — A  fmall  number  of  thefe  towns  are,  as 
their  names  imply,  evidently  of  Britifh  origin  ;  with  fometimes  the  fubfe- 
quent  advantage  of  becoming  a  military  ftation  for  the  Roman  foldiers. 
Others  may  have  arifen  entirely  from  thefe  ftations.  To  many  of  our  princi- 
pal cities  and  large  towns  the  refidence  of  fome  or  other  of  the  Saxon  princes 
gave  origin  long  after.  Some  of  thefe  had  however  previoufly  been  Roman 
ftations.  A  baron's  caftle,  or  a  religious  foundation,  in  later  periods,  gave 
rife  to  great  numbers  of  our  fmaller  towns  and  large  villages.  In  {till  later 
times  a  great  road  leading  to  the  metropolis  has,  on  its  direction  being  altered, 
fometimes  feduced  many  inhabitants  from  a  neighbouring  village,  and  been 
the  caufe  of  the  ereclion  of  a  new  one  within  the  fame  parochial  limits.  The 

rapid 

BARROW,  whether  in  the  beginning  or  end  of  names  of  places,  fignifies  a  grove;  from 
Bearwe,  which  the  Saxons  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe. 

BRAD,  being  an  initial,  fignifies  broad,  ffacious,  from  the  Saxon  Brad,  and  the  Gothic  Braid. 

BRIG,  (and  poffibly  alfo  BRIX,)  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  Bricg,  a  bridge;  which  to  this 
day  in  the  northern  counties  is  called  a  brigge,  and  not  a  bridge. 

BRUN,  BRAN,  BROWN,  BOURN,  BURN;  are  all  derived  from  the  Saxon  Born, 
Bourn,  Brunna,  Burna  ;  all  fignifying  a  river. 

BUR,  B O U  R,  B O R,  come  from  the  Saxon  Bur,  an  inner  chamber,  or  place  of  Jhade  and 
retirement. 

BURROW,  BURH,  BURG,  are  derived  from  the  Saxon  Burg,  Byrig,  a  city,  town, 
tower,  or  cajlle.  • 

BYE,  BEE,  come  immediately  from  the  Saxon  By,  Byring,  a  dwelling. 

CAR,  CHAR,  in  the  names  of  places,  feem  to  have  relation  to  the  Britifh  Caer,  a  city. 

CASTOR,  CHESTER,  are  derived  from  the  Saxon  Ceafter,  a  city,  town,  or  cajlle ;  and 
that  from  the  Latin  Cajlrum :  the  Saxons  chufing  to  fix  in  fuch  places  of  ftrength  as  the  Romans 
had  before  built  or  fortified. 

CHIP,  CHEAP,  CHIPPING,  in  the  names  of  places,  imply  a  market ;  from  the  Saxon 
Cyppan,  Ceapan,  to  buy  or  traffick. 

COMB,  in  the  end,  and  C  O  M  P  in  the  beginning  of  names,  feem  to  be  derived  from  the 
Britifh  Kum,  which  fignifies  a  low  fituation. 

COT,  COTE,  COAT,  are  all  from  the  Saxon  Cot,  a  cottage. 

CRAG* 
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rapid  progrefs  of  many  modern  towns,  from  the  introduction  of  fome  kind 
of  manufacture,  is  almoit  too  obvious  even  to  mention. 

The  fpot  whereon  the  prefent  Borough  of  Evefham  (lands  was,  as  we  are 
affured  by  ancient  authors,  before  the  ereclion  of  the  Abbey  a  folitary  wil- 
dernefs,  over-run  with  thorns  and  brambles.  An  imagination  accuftomed  to 
fuch  fpeculations  will  eafily  follow  its  progrefs  from  a  few  tenants  and  de- 
pendants fettling  around  the  Abbey,  with  the  addition  afterwards,  as  the 
wants  of  mankind  increafed,  and  trade  branched  out  into  various  indepen- 
dent calls,  of  a  numerous  race  of  handicraft  men  ;  and  fo  down  to  its  pre- 
fent comparative  (rate  of  opulence  and  population,  That  thefe  fettlers  were, 
at  firfE,  entirely  dependant  on  the  Abbey,  cannot,  on  confulting  the  older 

records, 

CRAG,  is  in  Britifa  a  rough  jteep  rock,  and  is  ufed  in  the  fame  (enfe  in  the  northern  counties, 
at  this  day. 

DEN,  may  fignify  either  a  valley,  or  a  woody  place ;  for  the  Saxon  Den  imports  both. 

DER,  in  the  beginning  of  names  of  places,  is  generally  to  be  derived  from  Deor,  a  wild  beajt: 
unlefs  the  place  ftand  upon  a  river;  for  then  it  may  rather  be  borrowed  from  the  Britim  Dur, 
water, 

ER,  a  fyllable  in  the  middle  of  names  of  places,  comes  by  contraction  from  the  Saxon  Wara, 
dwellers. 

ERNE,  ERON,  come  from  the  Saxon  Em,  Earn,  a  cottage,  ox  place  of  retirement. 

E Y,  E  A ,  EE,  may  either  come  from  Ig,  an  ijland,  by  changing  the  Saxon  g  into  y,  which 
is  ufually  done ;  or  from  the  Saxon  Ea,  which  fignifies  a  water,  river,  he.  or  laftly  from  Leag,  a 
field,  by  contraction. 

FLEET,  FLEOT,  FLOT,  are  all  derived  from  the  Saxon  Fleot,  which  fignifies  a  bay 
or  gulf. 

G  R  AVE,  a  final  fyllable  in  the  names  of  places,  is  from  the  Saxon  Grasf,  a  grove  or  cave. 

HAM,  whether  initial  or  final,  is  no  other  than  the  Saxon  Ham,  a  houfe,  farm,  or  village. 

HOLME,  HOWME,  whether  jointly  or  fingly,  comes  from  the  Saxon  Holm,  a  river- 
ijland ;  or  if  the  place  be  not  fuch,  the  fame  word  fignifies  alfo  a  hill,  or  mountain. 

HOLT,  whether  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  names  of  any  place  fignifies  that  it  is,  or  has 
been,  woody,  from  the  Saxon  Holt,  a  wood;  or  poffibly  lometimes  from  Hoi,  hollow,  efpecially 
when  the  name  ends  in  tun  or  dun. 

H  Y  R  S  T,  HURST,  H  E  R  S  T,  are  all  from  the  Saxon  Hyrft,  a  ivood  or  grove, 

INGE, 
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records,  and  confidering  the  fpirit  of  the  feudal  tenures,  be  at  all  doubtful. 
This  indeed  records  of  a  much  later  date  will  (hew  to  have  been  entirely  the 
cafe.  Had  any  fpecies  of  manufacture  been  introduced  previous  to  the  dif- 
folution,  this  town  would  have  early  felt  and  afferted  a  greater  degree  of 
independence.  As  this  however  did  not  take  place,  it  was  not  till  near  that 
period,  nor  probably  till  that  event  feemed  inevitable  to  all  men,  that  this 
fpiiit  of  vindicating  its  rights  began  to  fpring  up.  A  paper  inferted  as  a  note 
to  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  chapter  of  this  work  will  evince  to  what  a 
height  it  then  fuddenly  arofe.  By  denying  fome  of  the  Abbey  privileges, 
which  had  been  long  before  gradually  declining,  and  aimming  them  as  its 
own, — without  depriving  any  body  of  men  of  their  legal  dues,  or  much  in- 
juftice  or  detriment  to  individuals,  it  afTumed  rights  which  were  confiimed 

on 

INGE,  in  the  names  of  places,  fignifies  a  meadow,  from  the  Saxon  Ing  of  the  fame  import. 

LADE,  is  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  Lade,  which  fignifies  a  dis- 
charging; there  being  a  difekarge  of  the  waters,  into  the  fea,  or  into  fome  greater  river. 
LEY,  LEE,  LAY,  are  all  from  the  Saxon  Leag,  a  field  or  pqfture. 

LOWE,  LO  E,  come  from  the  Saxon  Hleaw,  a  hill,  heap,  or  barrow  ;  the  Gothic  Hlaiw  fig- 
nifies the  fame  thing. 

MARSH,  MARS,  MAS,  are  derived  from  the  Saxon  Merfc,  a  jen,  or  ferny  place. 

M  E  R,  MERE,  always  fignify  the  fame  with  the  Saxon  Mere,  a  pool,  or  lake. 

OVER,  has  a  double  fignification  in  the  names  of  places,  according  to  their  fituation.  If  the 
place  be  upon,  or  near,  a  river,  it  comes  from  the  Saxon  Ofer,  or  Ofre,  a  brink,  or  bank:  —  But  if 
there  be  in  the  neighbourhood  another  place  of  the  fame  name  diftinguifhed  only  by  the  addition 
of  Nether  ;  then  Over  is  from  the  Saxon  Ufar,  upper,  as  Nether  is  from  Nither,  lower. 

PRES.  ['REST,  feem  to  be  derived  from  the  Saxon  Preoft,  a  priejl. 

RIG,  RIDGE,  feem  to  fignify  the  top  of  a  hill  with  quick  defcents  on  each  fide,  from  the  Saxon 
Hrigge,  a  back. 

STEAD,  S  T  E  D,  if  the  place  be  at  a  diftance  from  any  river  comes  from  the  Saxon  Sted, 
Styd,  a  place;  but  if  upon  a  river  from  Stathe,  a  Jhore,  or  ftaticn  for  /hips. 

STOKE,  STOAK,  feem  to  come  from  the  Saxon  Stocce,  fignifying  the  body  of  a  tree. 

STOWE,  STOE,  whether  fingly  or  jointly  are  the  fame  with  the  Saxon  Stow,  a  place. 

THORP,  THROP,  THREP,  TREP,  TROP,  are  all  from  the  Saxon  Thorp,  a 
village, 

TON,  TUN,  from  the  S: v.*,  Tun,  a  hedge,  or  wall. 
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on  its  incorporation  ;  and  of  which  the  veftiges  may  be  obferved  at  this  very 
day. 

Nothing,  it  may  be  reafonably  prefumed,  but  the  vicinity  of  fuch  towns 
as  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Worcejier,  &c.  could  (for  we  cannot  imagine 
a  proper  fpirit  of  enterprize  would  otherwife  be  wanting,)  prevent  a  town 
fo  advantagcoufly  fituated  from  being  the  feat  of  fome  kind  or  other  of  ma- 
nufacture.  The  Avon,  a  fine,  generally  deep,  and  always  navigable  river, 
communicates,  on  the  one  hand,  with  Stratford,  and  other  large  inland  towns; 
on  the  other  with  Tcwhfbury,  (where  it  mixes  with  the  Severn,)  Gloucefter, 
Brijlol,  and  many  other  places  of  lefs  importance  in  its  courfe.  With  how 
great  labour  and  expence  this  river  has,  in  its  progrefs  through  the  vale,  been 
rendered  navigable,  will  be  particularifed  at  fome  length  hereafter.  Yet 
never  has  the  capricious  genius  of  commerce  and  manufacture,  in  fpite  of 
thefe  advantages,  alighted  at  Evefliam.  His  influence,  in  fad,  feems  in  moft 
inftances  to  have  been  accidentally  exerted.  Neither  directed  or  fixed  by  any 
local  convenience  of  fituation,  it  has  mod  commonly  co-operated  with  the 
ingenuity  and  lucky  difcoveries  of  fome  enterpriiing  individual.  It  might 
however  be  imagined  that,  on  any  fubfequent  tranfplantation,  thefe  advan- 
tages would  be  principally  confulted.  But  this  has  by  no  means  been  always  . 
the  cafe.  While  Evefliam,  and  fome  other  towns  of  a  like  defcription  are 
neglected,  we  fee  manufactures  arife  and  flourifh  at  places,  where,  till  of 
late,  nothing  but  land-carriage  could  be  employed  in  the  circulation  of  their 

produce. 

WEALD,  WALD,  WALT,  fignify  zwood,  or  grove,  from  the  Saxon  Weald,  a  word  of 
the  fame  import. 

WERTH,  WEORTH,  WYRTH,  whether  initial  or  final,  fignify  a  farm,  court,  ox  vil- 
lage, from  the  Saxon  Weorthig,  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe. 

WIC,  WICH,  from  the  Saxon  Wic,  which  according  to  the  different  fituation  of  the  places 
had  a  threefold  fignification  ;  implying  either  a  village,  a  bay  made  by  the  winding  banks  of  a  river, 
or  a  caflle. 

WIN,  in  the  name  of  any  place  denotes  that  a  battle  has  been  fought  there;  for  fo  the  Saxon 
Win  fignifies. 

•t 

WOLD,  whether  fingly  or  jointly,  fignifies  a  plain,  open  country;  from  the  Saxon  Wold,  a 
plain,  or  place  without  wood. 
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produce.  — What  may  hereafter  be  effected  by  the  public  fpirit  and  laudable 
exertions  of  fome  yet  unborn  inhabitant  of  the  vale  cannot  be  forefeen  ;  but, 
in  the  mean  time,  it  is  the  beft,  and  mould  be  the  firft,  objecl  of  works  of 
this  kind  to  endeavour  to  roufe  our  countrymen  to  fuch  ufeful  projecls;  and, 
by  difplaying  the  advantages  of  local  fituation,  fhew,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
probability  of  fuccefs,  if  once  undertaken  in  earner!. 

Gardening,  which  is,  at  prefent,  (if  it  may  be  lb  termed,)  the  fole  manu- 
facture of  this  place,  is  faid  to  have  been  firfi:  of  all  fet  on  foot  and  encouraged 
by  the  monks,  fome  time  before  the  reformation.  With  more  probability 
however,  does  Dr.  Nafh  aflert  that  the  example  of  garden  cultivation  was  firft 
exhibited  by  a  major  Bernardi,  an  Italian  by  family,  but  born  in  this  town 
about  the  middle  of  laft  century  ;  and  who,  after  a  very  active  and  adven- 
turous life,  retired  hither  and  amufed  himfelf  with  this  employment  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent.  Thefe  gardens  now  occupy  the  whole  of  the  Abbey  fite, 
and  form  a  circle  of  conliderable  dimensions  almoft  around  the  whole  town  ; 
but  chiefly  on  the  inclining  banks  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  it.  The  good  St. 
Egwin,  probably  without  intending  it,  has  chofen  a  fpot  for  thefe  gardeners 
which  they  would  find  it  difficult  to  amend,  were  they  to  fearch  the  whole 
kingdom.  Naturally  black,  fertile,  and  eafily  worked,  it  has  been  enriched 
by  the  rubbifh  of  the  old  Abbey-buildings,  and  perhaps  alfo  by  many  gene- 
rations of  fat  and  well-fed  monks,  long  fince  mouldered  into  their  original, 
duft.  Ten  thoufand  pounds  are,  at  the  loweft  valuation,  annually  turned 
by  thefe  gardeners,  who  fupply  all  the  neighbouring  towns,  but  efpecially 
Birmingham,  and  fometimes  carry  their  fruit,  particularly  cherries,  into  the 
fartheft  parts  of  Yorkfhire.  Every  fpecies  of  their  produce  is  defer vedly 
efteemed  excellent  in  its  kind. 

The  town  of  Evejham  is  fituated  juft  fifteen  miles  fouth-eaft  of  the  city  of 
Worcejler,  the  direcl  road  from  which  place  to  the  metropolis  (diftant  96 
miles,)  pafles  through  Bengworth,  formerly  an  independent  village,  but 
now  incorporated  into  the  Borough.  From  Bengworth  it  is  feparated  by 
the  Avon,  over  which  is  built  a  large,  but  irregular  ftone  bridge.  The 
middle  arch  is  of  a  remarkable  height,  nearly  I  fuppofe  equal  to  the  centre 

arch 
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arch  of  Blackfriars-bridge  in  London,  but  the  fide  arches  do  not  at  all  corres- 
pond with  that  or  with  each  other.  We  find  mention  of  a  bridge  here  as 
early  as  the  year  1159.  It  mud  however  have  undergone  many  partial,  if 
not  total  repairs  ;  as  again,  in  the  year  1374,  we  find  the  greater  part  of  it 
was  fwept  away  by  a  flood.  On  the  weftern  fide  of  it  the  town  occupies  a 
regular,  but  fteep  afcent,  and  makes  a  figure  worthy  of  much  larger,  and 
better  built  places.  Its  fplendid  tower,  and  two  churches  crowded  together 
within  a  very  fmall  fpace,  excite  in  a  ftranger  the  idea  of  a  cathedral,  or 
of  fome  collegiate  edifice.  The  old  wall  which  formerly  Separated  the  Abbey 
from  the  town  began  from  the  weftern  extremity  of  this  bridge,  and  ex- 
tended quite  to  the  river  on  the  other  fide  of  the  peninfula.  At  the  eaftern 
end  of  it  flood  the  caftle  of  Bengworth,  which  belonged  to  the  Beauchamp's ; 
till,  as  we  have  already  feen,  it  was  moft  heroically  attacked  by  one  of  the 
Abbots,  about  the  year  1 156,  and  razed  to  the  foundation.  Not  the  leaft 
remains  of  it  are  now  to  be  obferved,  except  that  the  fpot  it  occupied  is  ftill 
called  the  Caflle,  and  that  there  is  a  moat  of  fome  depth  which  nearly  fur- 
rounds  the  fite,  and  communicates  with  the  river  on  both  fides. 

The  villages  which  border  on  thefe  two  incorporated  towns  are  Offenham, 
nearly  north  ;  Aldington,  a  hamlet  to  Badfey,  north-eaft ;  Wickamford,  almoft 
due  east ;  Hinton,  fouth-eaft  ;  Hampton  on  the  fouth,  extending  alfo  to  the 
river  due  weft  ;  and  Lench-wic,  on  the  north-eaft.  Of  moft  of  thefe  fome  no- 
tice has  already  been  taken. 

Evejham  confifts  of  two  principal  ftreets.  On  the  north  is  the  High- 
ftreet,  (not  improperly  fo  called,  being  in  general  well  built,  and  at  leaft 
equal  in  breadth  to  any  ftreet  in  England,)  to  which,  but  near  its  fouthern 
extremity,  the  Bridge-ftreet,  ftill  better  built,  but  comparatively  narrow, 
joins  at  right  angles.  This  ftreet,  after  fome  level  fpace,  defcends  rather 
abruptly  to  the  bridge,  which  connecls  it  with  Bengworth,  It  has  many  hand- 
fome  lhops,  and  feveral  very  good  and  well  attended  inns. 


A  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  junction  of  thefe  two  ftreets,  and  in  a  fort 
of  irregular  fquare  called  the  Market-place,  ftands  the  Town-houfe  or  Guild- 
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hall ;  a  plain,  but  fubftantial  and  roomy  edifice.  It  is  fupported  by  arches, 
and  over  them  is  a  handfome  apartment  for  public  meetings,  which,  in 
the  winter  feafon,  is  often  graced  by  a  genteel  and  numerous  aflem- 
bly.  Palling  out  at  the  eaftern  angle  of  this  fquare,  you  come,  through 
the  old  Saxon  gateway  before-mentioned,  into  the  cemitary,  or  church-yard; 
likewife  a  fquare,  and  pleafantly  planted  with  trees.  Here,  within  a  few 
yards  of  each  other,  ftand  the  two  churches,  and  the  tower  built  by  Clement 
Lichfield.  Through  the  arch  of  this  tower  you  enter  an  open  green  ipace 
overlooking  the  river,  and  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Crqfs-church-yard; 
either  from  its  having  formerly  had  a  crofs  erected  in  it,  or  becaufe  it  was 
the  cemitary  to  that  part  of  the  Abbey  church  which  was  once  interfered 
by  the  tranfept  or  nave.  This  fpot,  though  probably  at  all  times  consider- 
ably elevated  above  the  river,  feems  to  have  derived  much  additional  height 
from  the  quantities  of  rubbifh  which  were  fcattered  all  around  from  the 
immenfe  fabric  of  the  church,  at  the  time  of  its  demolition.  Wherever  you 
break  the  furface  nothing  but  thefe  fragments  are  to  be  found.  There  is 
alfo  the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  under  fome  part  or  other  of  it  the 
crypts  of  that  edifice  ftill  lurk  undifcovered.  This  terrace  is  remarkable  for 
its  pleafantnefs  and  extended  views,  and  is  of  confide rabie  refort  as  a  kind  of 
public  walk. 

The  inferior  ftreets  and  lanes  defer ve  notice  only  as  having  been  men- 
tioned in  the  ancient  records.  Oat  ftreet,  frequently  noticed  before  under 
the  name  of  Ode-ftreet,  joins  to  the  High-ftreet  on  its  eaftern  fide,  and  in- 
terfering Cole-ftreet,  (of  which  alfo  mention  is  frequently  made  in  the  old 
writings,)  panes  down  to  the  river.  Cole-ftreet  uniting  itfelf  to  Bridge- 
ftreet  on  its  northern  fide,  after  crofting  Oat-ftreet,  falls  into  a  lane  called 
Swan-lane  ;  which  latter  joins  to  the  High-ftreet,  quite  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  town.  Below  thefe,  and  almoft  on  the  river's  brink,  is 
another  broad  but  irregular  lane,  called  Mill-hill;  which,  running  pa; allel 
to  Cole-ftreet,  connects  the  lower  part  of  Bridge-ftreet  with  the  large  corn 
and  oil  mills  here  erected  on  the  Avon. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  High-ftreet  are  two  other  inconJjderable  lanes 

running 
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running  parallel  to  it.  The  nearelt  of  thefe  is  at  prefent  called  Briton-ftreet, 
and  is  doubtlefs  the  fame  which  under  the  appellation  of  Brutte,  and  fome- 
times  Brugge-ftreet,  in  the  ancient  records  of  the  Abbey,  conveys  to  the 
reader  an  idea  of  fome  population  and  importance.  It  now  does  not,  that 
I  know  of,  contain  a  fingle  habitable  tenement.  The  furtheft,  of  a  fimilar 
defcription,  is  called  Little-worth.  Thefe,  on  the  northern  fide,  both  fall 
into  an  uninhabited  lane  called  Gai  diner's  lane  ;  and,  at  the  fouthern  end, 
communicate  with  Bewdley-ftreet,  of  a  lefs  forlorn  appearance.  Thefe  two 
kft-mentioned  lanes  run  alfo  nearly  parallel  to  each  other. 

On  the  weftern  extremity  of  the  town,  and  in  front  of  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Phillips,  fo  often  mentioned  before,  is  a  wide  and  fcatteredly  inhabited  open 
fpace  called,  for  what  reafon  I  know  not,  Maftiff  's-green.  This  terminates 
in  a  narrow  paffage,  which  running  between  the  old  Abbey-wall  and  the 
garden-grounds,  paffes  down  to  the  river,  acrofs  which  there  is  here  a  ferry 
to  Hampton,  Of  the  above  affemblage  of  Streets  and  lanes  is  compofed  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  town  of  Evejham. 

Bengworth  confifts  of  little  more  than  a  fingle  Street,  called  Port-Street,  which 
follows  the  courfe  of  the  turnpike-road  to  a  considerable  distance.  This  road 
does  not  pafs  through  Eve/ham,  but  turning  fhort  to  the  left  at  the  foot  of  the 
bridge,  keeps  for  fome  fpace  on  the  river's  edge,  and  fo  leads  to  Perjhore  and 
Worcejler.  In  the  charter  of  incorporation  we  are  informed  that  the  frequent 
tumults  and  disturbances  which  happened  at  Bengworth,  to  the  coercion  of 
which  the  power  of  the  bailiffs  of  Evejliam  did  not  then  extend,  were  the 
principal  caufe  of  its  junction  to  that  town.  This  was  effected  in  the  third 
year  of  James  the  firft,  at  the  interceflion  of  Henry  prince  of  Wales,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  two  rough-hewn  verfes  at  the  head  of  the  charter.* 

E  e  2  f  i  j 

Princeps. 

*  Mi  pater,  hoc  primum  pro  Cambris  da  mihi  votum. 
Rex. 

Sets  me,  nate,  nihil  poffe  negare  tib'u 
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In  ancient  times  Eve/kam  was  governed  by  two  bailiffs,  who,  in  all  civil 
caufes,  acled  under  the  Abbot.*  The  corporation  at  pref<  nt  confilts  of  a 
mayor,  high-fteward,  recorder,  chamberlain,  feven  aldermen,  of  whom 
four  aie  juftices  of  the  peace,  twelve  capital  burgeffes,  and  twe  nty-four  other 
burgeffes,  called  a  (Til  tan  ts.  There  are  alfo  many  other  inferior  offices,  of 
which  the  adminiftration  has  been  fome  time  difufrd ,  and  now  lies  dormant. 
The  corporation  has  authority  to  hold  fefiions,  and  try  felonies  and  treafons. 
The  mayor  is  almoner  and  clerk  of  the  market.  He  has  deodands,  the  goods 
of  felons,  and  toll.  In  the  town-houfe  above-mentioned,  which  was  built 
by  one  of  the  Hoby's,  (probably  Sir  Edward,)  the  affize  for  the  county  was  at 
one  time  held,  but  is  now  removed  to  Worccfler.  The  privilege  of  trying 
and  executing  for  capital  offences  is  likewife  transferred  to  the  general  affize 
held  at  that  place  ;  nor  has  any  execution  taken  place  at  Evefham  fince  about 
the  year  1740,  when  a  woman  was  burnt  for  petty  trealon,  The  galiovvs 
however,  as  an  emblem  of  executive  authority,  Mill  remains,  though  foilorn 
and  untenanted,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  town. 

Leland,  who  at  the  command  and  expence  of  Henry  the  eighth  travelled 
nearly  over  the  whole  kingdom,  that  he  might  preferve  every  valuable  me- 
morial of  the  lately  diffolved  monafteries,  fays  of  this  town  in  his  quaint  and 
obfolete  language :  —  "  The  town  of  Eve/ham  is  meetly  large,  and  well  builded 
with  tymbre.  The  market-fted  is  fayre  and  large.  There  be  divers  praty 
ftreets  in  the  towne.  The  market  is  very  celebrate.  In  the  towne  is  noe 
hofpital  or  other  famous  foundation  but  the  late  Abbey." 

This  market,  frill  much  frequented,  is  kept  weekly  on  Mondays.  There 
are  four  yearly  fairs,  the  firft  on  the  fecond  day  of  February,  the  fecend  on 
the  Monday  next  after  Eafter,  the  third  on  Whit-Monday,  and  the  fourth 

on 

*  This  plainly  appears  from  the  following  incident  mentioned  by  Dr.  Nafh:  from  whom  many 
of  the  following  particulars  are  alfo  borrowed. 

"  In  the  20th  year  of  Henry  the  third  the  liberties  of  Eve/kam  were  feized  for  ufing  falfe  mea- 
fures  when  the  king  was  here  ;  but  they  were  reftored  upon  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Abbot  and  monks. 
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on  the  twenty-firit  day  of  September.  Thefe  fairs  are  particularly  famous 
for  the  fale  of  ftrong  black  horfes. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  this  town  contained  the  following 
number  of  families:  —  The  parifh  of  All  Saints  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
three,  and  St.  Lawrence  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  In  1776,  they  jointly 
contained  four  hundred  and  fifty  families,  according  to  the  return  made  to 
biihop  North. 

Upon  an  exacl  furvey  taken  in  1777,  All  Saints  was  found  to  contain 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  families,  and  one  thoufand  and  fifty-two  indi- 
viduals. St.  Lawrence  contained  one  hundred  and  ninety  families,  and 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix  individuals.  Thus  we  may  obferve  that  what- 
ever was  the  decline  in  population,  immediately  after  the  difiblution  of  the 
Abbey,  fince  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  increafe  has  not  been  inconfiderable. 
No  furvey  has  fince  been  made,  nor  can  the  number  of  inhabitants  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  varied  much  fince  that  period.* 

At  four  fhillings  in  the  pound,  St.  Lawrence  pays  to  the  land-tax  one 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  pounds  and  thirteen  fhillings.  All  Saints,  one 
hundied  and  feventy-nine  pounds  eleven  fhillings  and  nine-pence.  The 
town  has  an  exclufive  jurifdidion,  and  does  not  pay  to  the  quarter- rates. 

The 

*  A  rough  fort  of  eftimate  of  the  prefent  population  of  thefe  two  parifhes  may  be  made  in 
the  following  way. — The  avenge  of  burials  in  the  parifli  of  All  Saints,  for  the  laft  twelve  years,  is 
twenty  two  and  near  one-half ;  which  being  multiplied  by  forty-five,  a  number  out  of  which  one 
perfon  at  leaft,  even  in  the  fmalleft  and  mod  healthy  places  mufl  die,  one  year  with  another, 
produces  the  number  one  thoufand  and  twelve  for  the  prefent  population.  This  compared  with 
the  number  found  at  the  furvey  in  1777,  fhews  a  decreafe  of  forty  individuals.  The  average 
in  St.  Lawrence,  for  the  fame  term  of  years,  is  feventeen  one-half,  which,  by  the  fame  method, 
produces  the  number  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven.  This  compared  with  the  furvey  has  a  de- 
ficiency of  nine.  As  this  kind  of  calculation  is  very  liable  to  fallacy,  though  much  pra6ti  ed  at 
prefent,  I  Ihould  lay  no  great  ftrefs  upon  it,  did  not  the  baptifms  in  both  parifhes  indicate  the  fame 
thing. 

Average 
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The  arms  granted  to  the  corporation  by  their  charter  are: — Azure,  a 
prince's  crown  over  a  garb  of  the  earldom  of  Chefter  all  Or,  bound  with  the 
fame,  and  Sables,  between  two  ofhich's  feathers  of  Wales,  Argent  within 
a  border  of  the  third  bezantry  for  the  earldom  of  Cornwallis,  Sables. 

What  Dr.  Nafh  affirms  of  the  foil  of  the  county  in  general,  is  true  of  the 
vale  around  Evefham  in  particular  ;  excepting  that  the  former  of  the  two  qua- 
lities he  mentions  is  much  the  molt  prevalent  in  this  country. — *•  The  ploughed 
grounds  of  Worcefterfhire  are  of  two  kinds,  a  ftiff  clay  frequently  with  marie 
underneath,  or  a  light  foil  with  gravel  under  it.  Almoft  all  modern  improve- 
ments,"  he  adds,  "  have  tended  to  the  advantage  of  the  light  foils;  the  rents 
of  which  have  by  that  means  been  doubled  or  trebled  within  the  laft  century. 
The  ftiff  clay  (till  wants  improvement ;  to  obtain  which  the  good  farmer  takes 
great  care  to  keep  his  ground  dry,  does  not  make  his  lands  too  high,  but 
makes  them  fmall,  and  where  neceffary  carries  off  the  fprings  by  under- 
ground drains  filled  with  wood,  ftone,  or  any  other  materials  which  will  let 
the  water  pafs  through,  and  not  eafily  rot ;  not  fufFering  any  water  to  ftand 
in  the  furrows.  He  always  ploughs  his  land  in  feafon,  that  is,  in  dry  weather ; 
and  repeats  the  ploughing  and  harrowing  as  often  as  poffible.  He  pulverifes 
the  clay  as  much  as  he  can,  taking  every  opportunity  of  ftirring  the  mould. 
He  ploughs  deep,  efpecially  the  fallow,  by  which  he  creates  foil.  He  always 
fets  his  beans  and  peas  in  rows,  and  hoes  them.  He  fets  potatoes,  cabbages, 
kc.  and  moulds  them  frequently.  He  fows  turnips  and  hoes  them  three 
times  ;  for,  by  drawing  them,  as  mentioned  beneath,  he  can  raife  turnips 

advantageoufly 

AVERAGE    OF    BAPTISMS  IN 

dll  SamtfS.  St.  Lawrence, 

From  1777  to  1784,  (inclufrvely,) —  28  one-half.   -----   24  feven-eighths. 
1785101792,    26  one-half.   -----    24  one-eighth. 

The  population  of  Bengworth  was  in  the  year  1779,  found  to  be  five  hundred  and  eighty. 
Number  of  houfes,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four.  Land-tax  at  four  fhillings, —  ninety-two 
pounds  fix- fhillings  a^id  four-pence. 
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^tdvantageoufly  upon  ftiffifh  clay.  He  never  will  attempt  to  raife  too  many 
crops  without  a  fallow,  if  the  land  be  not  naturally  very  good.  Two  crops 
are  fufficient ;  but  let  the  nature  of  the  land  be  ever  fo  rich,  he  never  at- 
tempts more  than  three  crops  and  a  fallow :  for  in  this,  as  in  many  other  in- 
ftances,  the  greedy  farmer  is  his  own  enemy,  waftes  his  feed  and  time,  im- 
poverifhes  his  land,  and  has  no  return  :  whereas  the  clay-foil,  if  well  tilled 
and  kept  in  good  hufbandry,  yields  much  more  upon  an  acre  than  the  light 
land.  Yet  it  mult  be  confeffed  that  the  light  lands  have  many  advantages  : 
they  may  be  ploughed  almoft  in  any  feafon,  the  team  need  never  lie  idle  ; 
whereas  the  vale  farmer  had  better  let  his  horfes  play  for  weeks  together, 
than  attempt  to  plough  when  the  ground  is  wet.  Again,  ftrong  land  has  this 
difadvantage  :  — it  produces  the  large!!  crops  in  dry  years,  when  corn  is  al- 
ways cheap;  whereas  the  light  lands  will  have  the  belt  crops  in  wet  years, 
when  corn  will  always  be  dear ;  thus  verifying  the  old  proverb  : 

TOtyw  t\}t  fand  doe#  feed  tijt  clap, 
<D !  tljen  t\0  lack  and  tucll^dap : 
25ut  ta&cn  toe  clap  doeg  feed  tlje  fand, 
€> !  tfjett  ti&  toell  fot  old  England*" 

The  fame  judicious  author  has  feveral  other  remarks  on  the  hufbandry  of 
this  country,  which,  though  perhaps  the  modern  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture (of  which  by  the  way  he  feems  to  fpeak  too  contemptuoufly,)  have 
rendered  them  in  fome  meafure  fuperfluous,  I  will  alfo  infert. 

•*  The  "grafs  land  is  managed  better  than  the  ploughed,  for  the  good 
farmer  levels  it,  drains  it,  and  frequently  dungs  it,  and  finds  by  expeiience 
that  manure  pays  better  when  put  on  green-fward  than  on  tillage :  but  wet 
land  muft  firft  be  drained  and  made  found  by  rolling  and  penning  of  fheep, 
otherwife  the  manure  finks  through  the  bog,  and  has  very  little  effe&.  Upon 
fuch  lands  as  cannot  be  drained,  which  are  very  few  indeed,  coal  afhes, 
rubbifh,  and  fuch  things,  anfwer  better  than  rich  manure.  Our  farmers  do 
not  manage  their  hedges  well,  but  put  in  too  much  dead  wood,  and  nuke 

them 
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them  fo  thick  that  the  live  quick  is  killed.  They  do  not  make  their  ditches 
deep  and  wide  enough.  In  clay  foils  they  mould  never  be  lefs  than  four 
feet  wide,  and  four  deep.  They  would  then  fecure  the  hedges,  and  ferve 
as  drains  to  the  land.  A  year  or  two  after  the  hedges  are  plaflbed,  they  mould 
be  guarded  from  cattle  either  by  a  fence,  or  by  frequently  fprinkling  them 
with  cow-dung  and  lime. 

The  uplands  fhould  not  be  too  frequently  mowed  ;  not  oftener  than  once 
in  three  years,  and  mould  be  manured  the  year  they  are  mowed.  Where 
the  land  is  fubjeel  to  flood,  the  manure  mould  be  put  on  as  foon  as  the  hay 
is  cariied  :  in  other  grounds  as  early  as  poffible  in  winter.  In  many  foils  a 
very  good  way  of  manuring  grafs-grounds  is  by  pulling  the  turnips  from  a 
neighbouring  field,  and  feeding  cattle  and  fheep  with  them  on  the  green- 
fvvard. 

One  acre  of  turnips  pulled  will  go  as  far  as  two  eaten  upon  the  fpot. 
Befides  in  wet  feafons  or  in  land  naturally  moil!  the  farmer  may  feed  his 
cattle  with  turnips,  which  otherwife  he  could  not  do  without  great  prejudice 
to  his  tillage.  If  the  grafs-ground  be  very  wet  he  keeps  his  cattle  in  flails, 
giving  them  turnips,  grain,  or  oil-cake,  according  to  their  feveral  prices. 
The  dairy-man  finds  no  Inconvenience  by  giving  his  cows  fome  turnips,  but 
they  fhould  not  be  fed  entirely  upon  them  ;  if  they  are,  the  tafte  of  the  but- 
ter may  be  affecled.  But  fure  I  am,  that  thofe  who  talk  much  of  the  offtn- 
fi\e  fmell  and  tafte  of  oil-cake  beef,  turnip  mutton,  &c.  do  it  more  out 
of  fa^.ion  and  compliment  to  the  delicacy  of  their  own  tafte,  than  any 
real  fenfation. 

The  general  rent  of  the  pafture  lands  is  under  twenty  millings  an  acre.  On 
the  Avon's  banks  meadow-lands  are  under  thirty,*  at  which  rent  many  of 
them  were  valued  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  when  all  the  cattle  and  (heep 
kept  upon  the  hills  were  wintered  in  the  vales ;  whereas  by  the  improve- 
ments 

t  In  this  rerpeft  I  apprehend  the  intermediate  diftance  of  time  (though  Dr.  Nafh's  work  was 
publiuied  no  longer  ago  thau  1781,)  has  made  fome  difference. 
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merits  of  clover,  fanfbin,  turnips,  and  fuch  like,  the  farmers  in  the  vale, 
both  for  the  fake  of  keep,  and  for  preferving  their  fheep  found,  often  fend 
their  ftock  upon  the  hills.  As  for  burnet,  lucerne,  and  an  hundred  other 
modern  improvements,  they  are  the  ideas  of  fpeculative  men  who  farm  upon 
a  fmall  fcale. 

This  county  in  general  has  no  breed  of  cattle  peculiar  to  itfelf,  molt  of 
the  land  being  fuppofed  too  rich  to  carry  a  breeding  ftock.   The  horned  cat- 
tle come  chiefly  from  Herefordfhire  and  Staffordfhire,  and  the  fheep  from 
Herefordshire,  Wales,  Dorfetfliire,  and  Shroplhire." 

The  air  of  this  part  of  Worcefterfhire  has  nothing  fo  peculiar  as  to  merit 
much  notice.  It  varies,  as  ufual,  according  to  the  difference  of  foils  and 
fituations.  Around  Eve/ham,  where  the  foil  is  light,  it  is  pure  and  falu- 
brious.  In  lower  fituations  and  deeper  foils  it  is  more  or  lefs  fo  as  circum- 
ftances  vary  :  but  no  where  are  agues,  fevers,  or  other  epidemic  diforders  fo 
frequent  as  in  molt  other  countries. 

The  water  from  the  fprings,  which  are  very  numerous  around  this  town, 
is  rather  hard  and  heavy  ;  and  not  unfrequently  tinclured  with  fome  mine- 
ral. It  is  alfo  too  apt  to  fublide  to  the  bottom  of  velfels  in  a  ftony  fediment, 
which  is  perhaps  the  worft  quality  water  can  poffefs.  Brecdon,  a  very  high 
hill  fouth-weft  of  Evejham,  certainly  contains  much  iron ;  and  from  it  a  fpring 
runs  to  Cropthorne,  (about  two  miles  from  this  place,)  which  yields  to  few  in 
point  of  chalybeate  powers.  There  has  alfo  been  much  ferruginous  matter 
obferved,  though  in  fmall  and  fcattered  particles,  in  a  gravelly  foil,  to  the 
north  of  the  town  :  all  round  the  fpot  called  Battle-well.  But  in  the  prefent 
cafe  neither  of  thefe  qualities,  of  which  the  one  muft  be  invariably  detri- 
mental to  the  conftitution,  and  the  other  perhaps  equally  tfo  by  continual 
ufe,  feem  to  preponderate  fufficiently  to  affecl  the  health  of  individuals. 
Thofe  complaints  which  might  be  expected  from  their  prevalence  do  not,  as  I 
am  informed,  appear  more  frequently  here  than  in  other  fituations. 


The  Avon  water  has  one  peculiarity  worth  mentioning  ; 

Ff 


■ 

— it  almoft  equals 
in 
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in  weight  and  hardnefs  that  from  the  pumps.  This  quality,  hitherto  unac- 
counted for,  is  fuppofed  to  prevent  the  falmon,  with  which  the  Severn 
abounds,  from  entering  this  river.  Few  infrances  are  remembered  of  their 
being  caught  in  the  Avon  ;  but  this  circumftance  may  probably  be  the  caufe 
that  other  fifh,  particularly  eels,  with  which  it  abounds,  are  more  firm  in 
their  texture,  and  of  better  flavour  than  thofe  of  any  other  river. 

Two  or  three  of  the  fmaller  kind  of  antique  utenfils  lately  found  in  this 
vicinity,  and  of  which  the  figures  and  defcription  were  furnifhed  me  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Beale  of  Bengworth,  will  properly  enough  clofe  my  account  of  this 
town. 

No.  I.  in  the  annexed  plate  reprefents  a  cup,  probably  of  very  ancient 
workmanfhip,  which  was  found  near  half  a  mile  northward  of  Bengworth, 
and  about  a  furlong  from  the  Avon,  on  its  eaftern  lide.  A  meadow  here 
rifes  gently  from  the  river,  and  in  it  part  of  the  turf  was  broken  up  to  dig 
for  fand.  After  removing  two  or  three  feet  of  common  mould,  and  a  layer 
of  fand  of  the  depth  of  four  feet,  in  a  very  hard  bed  of  gravel  was  found 
the  cup  here  reprefented.  The  workman  ftruck  his  pick-axe  into  the  brim, 
which  he  broke  by  that  means,  not  being  aware  of  any  thing  worth  prefer- 
vation.  He  afterward  broke  near  an  inch  of  the  brim  all  around,  to  make 
it  level  and  uniform.  No  building  or  ancient  encampment  was  ever  fituated 
near  the  fpot,  if  we  except  only  that  part  of  Bengworth  which  fh'll  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  Caftle,  though  no  remains  are  now  vifible.  The  ftrata  of  earth 
were  obferved  to  lie  quite  undifturbed,  and  in  their  natural  ftate.  Both  the 
form  and  materials  of  the  cup  are  coarfe  and  rough.  The  colour  of  it  is 
neareft  that  of  free-ftone  or  dry  mortar.  Though  plainly  a  compofition, 
it  is  far  harder  than  any  (tone,  and  on  the  infide  may  be  traced,  though 
faintly,  circular  marks,  fimilar  to  thofe  on  the  infide  of  a  dice-box.  If 
the  rudenefs  of  the  workmanfhip  and  coa  fenefs  of  the  materials  may  be  ad- 
mitted as  indications  of  antiquity,  this  cup  may  claim  a  date  piior  to  the 
government  of  the  Romans  in  this  ifland.  Its  circumference  in  the  wideft 
part  is  feven  inches,  in  the  fmalleft  three  and  an  half.  Its  height  is  about 
fix  inches,  diameter  two,  and  infide  depth  five  and  an  half. 

No.  II. 


ABBEY  AND   BOROUGH   OF   EVESHAM.  219 


No.  H.  is  an  ancient  ornament,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  fome  coat  of  armour, 
either  of  man  or  horfe,  to  which  it  was  probably  fixed  by  three  fmall  pins  ; 
there  being  three  holes  difcernable  in  it,  though  partly  filled  up  by  fand  and 
ruff.  It  is  brafs,  and  from  the  ground-work  which  is  lefs  wore  than  the 
prominent  parts,  appears  to  have  been  richly  gilt.  The  figure  on  it  is  a  re- 
prefentation  of  St.  George  of  Cappadocia  flaying  the  dragon,  and  is  very 
like  what  is  ufed  for  the  order  of  the  garter.  This  ornament  was  found 
in  the  garden  of  a  houfe  at  Bengworth  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  Watfon 
family  ;  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  celebrated  John  Watfon,  firft  dean,  and 
afterward  biifiop  of  Winchefter.  This  honour  he  attained  by  means  of  that 
fhrewd  and  difcerning  woman  queen  Elizabeth  ;  who  being  informed  by  the 
earl  of  Leiceiier  that  Watfon  had  fecretly  offered,  two  hundred  pounds  to  him 
that  he  might  obftrucl  his  intended  promotion,  and  this  merely  out  of  a  love 
of  private  life  and  ftudious  retirement,  like  an  excellent  judge  of  character 
pronounced  that  —  "  he  who  would  give  two  hundred  pounds  to  decline 
preferment  was  more  worthy  of  it  than  he  who  would  give  two  thoufand  to 
attain  it. 

No.  III.  is  a  brafs  inlhument  which  the  ingenious  hiftorian  of  Manchefler, 
to  whom  a  figure  of  it  was  fent,  affirms  to  be,  and  obvioufly  is  a  celt.  Thefe 
have  been  found  in  every  part  of  the  ifland,  but,  as  they  vary  in  their  con- 
ftruclion,  it  was  thought  proper  to  infert  a  reprefentation  of  this.  It  was 
found  near  a  fpot  called  the  Battle-well,  of  which  more  will  be  faid  hereaf- 
ter.—  Antiquaries  have  differed  very  much  concerning  the  ufe  of  thefe  in- 
struments, and  from  their  fize  and  form  it  is  very  difficult  to  conceive  they 
were  of  any  ufe  at  all.  Mr.  Whitaker  adheres  to  the  opinion  which  he  has 
long  fince  given  to  the  public  in  his  "  Hiftory  of  Manchefler,"*  and  confi- 
ders  it  as  a  light  battle-axe  for  hunting.  S.  Gale,  an  eminent  antiquary, 
publiihed,  in  1724,  a  "  Differtation  on  Celts,"  in  which  he  gives  it  as  his 
opinion  that  they  were  fleaing  knives,  (called  by  the  Romans  Cultor  excoria- 
tor'ms,)  and  were  ufed  for  frparating  the  fkins  from  the  bodies  of  animals 
offered  in  facrifice.    This  he  fays  of  fuch  only  as  are  made  of  brafs.  Mr. 

F  f  2  Whitaker 

*  Quarto,  vol.  1.  p.  13 — 16. 
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Whltahr  (in  a  private  letter  to  Mr.  Beak  on  the  fubjeel,)  fays,  that t{  if  fuch 
weapons  as  thefe  had  been  ufed  only,  in  facrifices,  there  could  never  have 
been  fo  many,  by  hundreds,  as  there  are.  The  frequency  of  their  difco- 
very  fhews  the  commonnefs  of  their  ufe.  They  mull:  have  been  as  nume- 
rous as  the  occafions  of  warfare,  or  the  calls  of  hunting.  They  are  too  light 
for  warfare  generally,  and  were  therefore  deftined  for  hunting.  The  heavy 
maffive  celts  of  ftone  were  certainly  defigned  for  war ;  but,  what  is  Angular, 
no  fuch  have  been  found  in  metal." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

PUBLIC  EDIFICES  — CHURCH  OF  ALL  SAINTS,  WITH  ITS  MONU- 
MENTAL INSCRIPTIONS— ST.  LAWRENCE— ST.  PETER  IN  BENG- 
WORTH  — TOWER  OF  CLEMENT  LICHFIELD  — TO  WN-H  ALL  — 
SCHOOLS,  &c 

THERE  is  perhaps  no  fpecies  of  writing  more  difgufting  to  a  reader 
than  a  long  continued  feries  of  uniform  defcription.  Some  care  will 
therefore  be  requifite,  where  fo  many  fubjeds  prefent  themfelves,  to  avoid 
a  tedious  prolixity  in  their  delineation.  Between  the  minutenefs  of  mere 
church-notes,  and  that  fort  of  vague  reprefentation  which  impreffes  on  its  ob- 
jed  no  diftinguiming  mark  or  character,  there  is  a  middle  way  much  more 
eligible  than  either,  in  works  of  conflderable  extent.  But  as  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  genius  only  to  feize  thefe  leading  and  difcriminating  features,  and  of 
the  exadeft  judgment  only  to  give  to  each  objed  its  due  portion  of  notice  or 
admiration,  the  author  will  be  content  to  purfue  a  more  beaten  track :  — 
fatisfied  if  he  can  but  avoid  the  extremes  both  of  endlefs  particularity,  and 
of  a  too  carelefs  and  indifcriminate  attention. 

The  church  dedicated  to  All  Saints  has  been  mentioned  in  the  former  part 
of  this  work  ;  but  as  no  plate  of  it  has  been  engraved,  and  it  is  an  edifice  of 
a  very  peculiar  conftrudion,  fome  farther  defcription  of  it  may  feem  requi- 
fite.— From  an  ancient  deed  of  one  of  the  abbots,  inferted  in  the  Appendix, 
it  might  be  too  haftily  fuppofed  that  this  church  was  flrft  ereded  about  the 
year  1350.  The  deed  runs  thus:  —  "For  this  purpofe,  (to  pray  for  the 
fouls  of  the  departed  kings  of  England,  for  the  profperity  of  the  reigning 
monarch  Edward  the  third,  and  for  other  benefadors,)  we  have  conftruded 
a  chauntry  in  the  chapel  newly-ereded  in  the  cemitary  of  our  Monaftery  at 
Evejham,  near  the  Abbey-gate :  and  appointed  two  chaplains  to  celebrate 

divine 
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divine  fervice  there,  in  honour  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary  the  glorious  mo- 
ther of  God,  Where  there  is  likewife  an  image  devoutly  erecled  to  her  me- 
mory ;  and  in  honour  of  whom,  and  to  his  own  glory,  God  has  vouchfafed 
to  work  many  and  great  miracles*  in  that  place."  The  fituation  feems  per- 
fectly well  to  agree  with  that  of  the  prefent  edifice  :  but  befide  that  it  has  an 
appearance  of  much  greater  antiquity,  the  deed  is  fo  worded  as  to  make  it 
very  doubtful  whether  it  was  the  chapel  itfelf  or  merely  the  chauntry  belong- 
ing to  it,  that  had  then  been  newly-ereSted.  In  tranflating  the  deedf  the 
author  gave  into  the  former  fuppofition  ;  but  from  a  thorough  infpeclion  of 
the  church,  he  is  nearly  convinced  that  many  of  its  parts  may  boaft  of  a 
much  earlier  date  than  that  of  the  paper  in  queftion. 

However  this  may  have  been,  this  church  is  compofed  of  very  heteroge- 
neous fragments,  and  was  probably  put  together  at  very  diftant  periods.  Half 
buried  in  the  earth;  fmall  in  all  its  parts,  and  yet  with  a  certain  greatnefs 
in  their  defign ;  it  will  always  appear  to  a  curious  fpeclator  as  a  miniature- 
mcdel  of  fome  much  larger  edifice.  The  porch  by  which  you  enter  it  is  of 
very  beautiful  connrudion,  but  apparently  patched  on  long  fince  the  foun- 
dation :  probably  at  the  diffolution  and  demolition  of  the  Abbey-church.  It 
is  nearly  a  fquare  of  twelve  feet  by  ten,  embattled  on  the  top,  and  much  or- 
namented on  the  outfide.  It  fo  greatly  refembles  the  chapel  of  Clement  Lich- 
field, in  the  fouth  aifle,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  but  that  both  were  formerly 
parts  of  the  great  church.  The  battlements  of  both  are  of  open  work,  and 
of  much  greater  delicacy  of  formation  than  the  reft  of  the  church.  But 
what  feems  mod  convincing  with  refpcd  to  the  chapel  is,  —  that  it  has  not 

been 

*  Thefe  miracles,  it  cannot  well  be  diffembled,  never  fprang  up  in  fo  bounteous  a  crop  as 
when  fome  edifice  was  to  be  erefted,  and  money  was  wanting  to  complete  it ;  or  was  already 
erefted,  and  means  were  to  be  furnifhed  for  its  fupport. 

+  The  words  of  the  deed  itfelf  are  thefe:  — "  Quandam  Cantariam  per  duos  prefbiteros  in 
Capella  quam  de  novo  conftruximus  in  Cemiterio  Monafterii  noftri  Evejhamice,  juxta  portam  Abba- 
tiae,  divina  celebraturos  in  honore  B.  Mariae  Virginis  Dei  Matris  gloriofae,  ubi  in  ejus  memoria 
ymago  eft  devotiffime  collocata,  ad  cujus  laudem  et  ipfius  Dei  gloriam  magna  et  innumerabilia  mi- 
racula  idem  Deus  operatur  ibidem." 
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been  affixed  to  the  church  in  a  parallel  direction  with  the  reft  of  the  fouth 
wall.  Another  circumftance  will  not  efcape  the  accur  ate  obferver,  —  that 
the  battlements  of  this  chapel  on  its  fouth  front  abfolutely  extend  beyond 
the  corner  of  the  fabric,  and  are  thus  left  in  a  broken  and  interrupted  con- 
dition.—  The  interior  of  this  beautiful  chapel  is  an  area  of  fixteen  feet  by 
about  thirteen.  On  an  efcutcheon  on  the  fretted  roof  are  the  initials  of  its 
founder's  name,  C.  L.  and  on  another  the  Abbey  arms.  Though  inferior 
to  that  of  St.  Lawrence  in  its  conftruclion,  it  refembles  it  fo  much,  in  every 
refpecl,  as  to  make  a  reprefentation  only  of  the  molt  perfect  of  the  two  at 
all  neceffary. 

The  body  of  the  church  is  nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  length. 
The  greateft  breadth,  including  the  two  aides,  is  feventy-three.  Thefe 
aifles  are  feparated  from  the  main  body  by  four  arches  of  good  architecture, 
but  of  very  unequal  dimensions  ;  the  eafternmoft  on  each  fide  being  of  near 
double  the  fize  of  the  reft.  The  church  is  well  pewed,  kept  clean,  and  in 
pretty  good  repair.  At  prefent  it  ferves  for  both  the  paiifhes.  Unlike  our 
anceftors  in  this,  as  in  many  other  refpecls,  we  do  not  require  much  room 
for  our  devotions,  or  much  elegance  in  thofe  erections  which  we  dedicate  to 
the  fervice  of  our  Creator.  On  the  fame  fpot  where  formerly  an  immenfe 
church  and  the  two  chapels  received  each  a  crowded  and  grateful  congrega- 
tion, who  were  fometimes  doubtlefs  mindful  they  did  not  owe  every  thing 
they  poffefted  entirely  to  their  own  exertions,  one  of  thefe  chapels  will  now 
ferve  for  our  fnng  orifons. — The  increafe  of  fectaries  will,  it  muft  be  owned, 
account  in  part  for  this  difference: — but  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that,  as  the 
fhadow  ever  follows  and  denotes  the  reality  of  the  fubftance,  fo  true  religion 
will  ever  be  accompanied  by  fome  degree  of  what  we  are  fo  ready  to  entitle 
fuperftition  :  —  and  that  as  our  prefent  felf-dependence  and  petulant  fpirit 
of  difcrediting  whatever  we  cannot  clearly  account  for  encreafes,  we  fhall 
fairly  get  rid  not  only  of  the  Jhadow,  but  chafe  away  the  fubjhnce  itfclf. 

There  are  no  very  curious  ancient  monuments  now  1  ft  in  this  church. 
What  remained  in  the  time  of  Habington,  who  collected  materials  for  a  hif- 

toiy 
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tory  of  this  county  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firfl,  I  will  give  almoft  in  his 

own  words. 

In  the  firft  pane  of  the  chancel  window  :  Gules  fix  martlets  Ermine.  In 
the  window  of  Derby  chapel  on  the  north  fide  :  Gules,  three  legs  joined  and 
armed,  Argent.  This,  if  I  underftand  my  author,  is  repeated  thrice,  in  fo 
many  panes  of  the  fame  window.  In  another  pane :  Azure  three  arms 
joined  in  the  fame  manner  and  armed  with  daggers.  In  the  middle  pane  : 
Mortimer  within  an  efcutcheon,  Argent.  On  another  pane  to  the  right  hand: 
Argent,  two  bars  Gules.  In  a  pane  to  the  left :  Or  two  bends  Gules,  for  the 
arms  of  Sudeley.  On  the  remaining  pane  :  Gules,  a  fefle  and  two  mollits, 
[mulletts,]  of  fix  points  in  chief,  Or. 

In  the  fame  chapel,  upon  a  tomb-ftone  inlaid  with  brafs  plates,  is  a  prieft 
praying  with  this  infcription  :  "  Hie  jacet  Johannes  Sadeler  capellanus,  qui 
obiit  13  die  Junii,  A.  D.  1502,  cujus  animas  propitietur  Deus.  Amen."* 

In  the  next  window  of  the  north  aifle,  confiding  of  four  [panes,  is  firft  : 
Azure  a  chain  in  a  chevron  with  a  ring  in  the  dexter  and  a  horfe-lock  in  the 
finifter,  and  between  them  three  mitres  labelled  Or ;  for  the  Abbey  of  Evejham. 
—  In  another  pane  :  Azure  a  crofs  floree  between  four  martlets,  Or. — In 
the  laft  pane  :  Gules  a  fefle  between  fix  croflets  Or,  quartering  chequy  Or  and 
Azure  a  chevron  Ermine,  in  an  efcutcheon  quarterly ;  Argent  and  Gules 
frettee  Or,  a  bendlet  Sable. 

In  the  middle  aifle,  (or  body  of  the  church,)  is  a  ftone  inlaid  with  brafs, 
having  the  refemblance  of  a  man,  with  his  wife  on  the  right  fide,  with  this 
infcription  :  Orate  pro  animabus  Roberti  Wyllis,  et  Agnetis  uxoris  ejus  ;  quo- 
rum animabus  propitietur  Deus.  Amen,  f    Somewhat  below,  on  a  grave- 

ftone 

*  "  Here  lieth  John  Sadeler,  chaplain,  who  died  13  June,  1503;  on  whofe  foul  God  have 
mercy.  Amen." 

+  "  Pray  for  the  fouls  of  Robert  Wyllis,  and  of  Agnes  his  wife;  on  whofe  fouls  God  have  mercy. 
Amen." 


ABBEY   AND    BOROUGH   OF   EVESHAM.  225 


ftone  of  the  fame  kind  :  — "  Hie  jacet  Johannes  Okley  quondam  mercator  hu- 
jus  villae  de  Evejham,  qui  obiit  27  menfis  Junii,  A.  D.  1586  ;  cujus  animse 
propitietur  Deus."* 

Toward  the  fouth  part  of  the  body  of  the  church,  on  a  grave-ftone,  is 
the  following  odd  infeription  : 

*«  In  this  grave  and  fepulture 

Lieth  John  Cornifhe,  and  James  his  fonne. 

Of  his  mercy  he  make  them  fure 

By  whom  all  grace  was  firft  begun." 

Next  to  this  is  a  tomb-ftone  in  memory  of  John  Homan,  ««  of  the  blood  I 
think"  (fays  Mr.  Habington,)  "  of  Feckenham  abbot  of  Weftminfter,  whofe 
father's  name  was  Homan;  but,  being  born  in  Feckenham,  changed  his  name 
when  he  entered  into  religion."    On  the  ftone  is  a  crofs  gradated. 

In  the  loweft  window  of  the  fouth  aifle  are: — Sable  two  keys  in  faltire 
Or,  between  them  a  fword  in  pale  with  the  hilt  downward  proper. 

In  the  middle  pane  of  the  fouth  window,  amidft  the  broken  glafs  is, 
*    *    *    n  Margarettce  uxoris  Johannls  Pachette,'* 

In  the  fecond  window,  at  the  end  of  the  fouth  aifle,  is  a  golden  crofs 
with  the  figure  of  a  pope  (landing  by  ;  probably  Conftantine  I.  The  white 
rofe,  the  badge  of  the  houfe  of  York,  is  frequently  to  be  feen  here.  In  the 
wefternmoft  window  of  the  fame  aifle  are  :  — Gules  two  keys  in  faltire,  Or. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  fouth  aifle,  on  a  ftone  inlaid  with  brafs,  is  the 

G  g  refemblance 

*  44  Here  lieth  John  Okley  formerly  a  merchant  of  this  town  of  Evejham,  who  died  June  27, 
1586 ;  on  whofe  foul  God  have  mercy." 
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refemblance  of  a  woman  between  her  two  hufbands,  with  this  infcription  :  — 
*'  Orate  pro  animabus  Thomce  Jordan,  et  Elianora  uxoris  ejus,  qui  huic  eo 
clefiae  praxipui  erant  benefaclores  ;  qui  Thomas  obiit  A.  D.  1526,  menfis 
Augufti  die  17.  Et  pro  anima  Willielmi  Tver  primi  mariti  diclas  EllanorcB; 
et  pro  animabus  filiorum  et  filiarum  eorundem.  Quorum  animabus  pro- 
pitietur  Deus.  Amen."*  Below  are  the  figures  of  fix  fons  and  two 
daughters. 

On  the  right  hand  of  this  are  a  man  and  his  wife,  with  this  infcription  : 
—  "  Hie  jacent  Thomas  Gouldfmith,  et  Agnes  uxor  ejus,  ac  pueri  eorundem  ; 
quorum  &c."t —  Below  are  three  daughters.    The  reft  are  now  defaced. 

A  farther  defcription  of  Clement  Lichfield's  curious  chapel  will  appear  to  the 
belt  advantage  in  the  very  words  of  this  antiquary.  —  "  About  the  middle  of 
the  fouth  aifle  is  a  curious  building  called  Lichfield's  chapell ;  in  whole  em- 
bowed  chapell  is  a  fcutcheon  with  letters  of  gold,  C.  P.  L.  and  on  another 
the  lock  and  chain,  enfigns  of  the  Abbey  of  EveJJiam.  At  the  entrance  of  this 
chapell  lyeth  humbled  on  the  ground  the  refemblance  of  an  abbot  truly  great 
in  leaving  the  dignity  of  his  high  place;  and  wife,  when  forefeeing  the  ftorm 
that  overthrew  this  with  other  religious  houfes,  he  (truck  fail  to  avoid  (hip- 
wrack.  His  refemblance  is  engraved  at  the  altar  in  prayer.  On  his  right 
hand  :  "  Deus  in  nomine  tuo  falvum  me  fac."  On  the  left :  "  Et  in  virtute 
tua  judica  me."  Below,  on  one  fide:  "  Quia  in  inferno  nulla  eft  redemptio." 
On  the  oppofite  :  "  Miferere  mei,  Deus,  et  falva  me."  Underneath  his  feet 
an  infcription,  (which  was  alfo  painted  on  one  of  the  windows,)  — 11  Orate 
pro  anima  domini  dementis  Litchfield  facerdotis,  cujus  tempore  nova  turns 

Evefhamenfis 

*  "  Pray  for  the  fouls  of  Thomas  Jordan  and  of  EUanor  his  wife,  who  were  particular  bene- 
factors to  this  church  ; — which  Thomas  died  Auguft  17,  1526.  And  alfo  for  the  foul  of  William 
Tver  the  firft  hufband  of  the  faid  EUanor;  alfo  for  the  fouls  of  their  fons  and  daughters.  On  whofe 
fouls  God  have  mercy.  Amen." 

f  "  Here  lie  Thomas  Gouldfmith,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  and  their  children ;  on  whofe  fouls,  Sec." 


ABBEY   AND   BOROUGH    OF   EVESHAM.  227 

Evefhamenfis  asdificata  eft."*  — He  was  buried,  as  appears  by  the  regifter- 
book,  October  9th,  1546."! 

In  the  veftry,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church,  were  formerly  the  arms 
both  of  Gloucejler  and  Eve/ham  abbies. 

So  far  Mr.  Habington  affords  us  fome  information  concerning  the  ancient 
ftate  of  this  edifice,  but  fcarcely  a  fragment  of  what  he  has  thus  defcribed, 
at  prefent,  exifts.  The  painted  glafs  has  all  been  broken,  and  replaced  by 
common  glafs  ;  all  the  inlaid  tomb-ftones  have  been  entirely  defaced  ;  and  it 
was  with  fome  difficulty  the  author  was  enabled  to  difcover  the  tomb  of  the 
venerable  Lichfield,  merely  by  the  defcription  before  given  of  its  fituation  in 
the  church. 

The  principal  modern  monuments  may  next  claim  fome  notice.^  —  On  a 
fmall  monument,  againft  the  eaft  wall  of  the  chancel :  Party  per  pale  Sable 
and  Argent,  a  chevron  between  two  heads  erafed  counter-changed  of  the 
field,  impaling  paly  of  fix  Argent  and  Gules,  a  bend  Or.  This  monument 
was  erected  in  memory  of  the  following  perfons  : — Sarah  the  wife  of  John 
Mitchell,  clerk,  L.  L.  B.  vicar  of  this  church.  She  died  November  25,  1721, 
aged  thirty-three.  The  Rev.  John  Mitchell,  L.  L.  B.  died  September  9,  1724, 
aged  forty-one.  Thomas,  Mary,  and  Sarah  their  children.  Alfo  a  daughter 
of  the  above-mentioned  John  Mitchell,  by  Mary  his  fecond  wife,  who  died 
December  31,  1725,  aged  ten  months. 

G  g  2  Another 

*  "  Pray  for  the  foul  of  Clement  Litchfield  prieft,  in  whofe  time  the  new  tower  of  Evejham  was 
built." 

+  Mr.  Habington  cannot  here  be  fuppofed  to  mean  the  regifter  of  the  church,  but  of  the  Abbey  ; 
from  whence  he  acquired  many  of  his  materials. 

X  In  this  heavy,  though  neceffary  part  of  the  work,  I  have,  it  mud  be  confeffed,  done  little 
more  than  copy  from  Dr.  Nafh's  collections ;  comparing  however  his  account  of  thefe  infcriptions 
with  the  monuments  themfelves,  fupplying  fome  deficiencies,  and  correcting  force  miftakes. 
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Another  fmall  monument,  on  the  north  fide,  Vert  frettee  Argent.  Adam 
Cave,  gent,  died  Oclober  18,  1698,  aged  twenty-nine:  and  by  its  fide  a 
larger  monument  for  two  of  his  female  defcendants,  Elizabeth  and  Anne  Cave, 
1728. 

Underneath  a  fmall  monument  to  Anne,  the  wife  of  Richard  Cave,  the 
mother  of  the  above-mentioned  ladies,  who  died  Oclober  13,  1685.  Be- 
neath this  is  another  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Cave,  who  died  March  24, 
1 661  • 

ON  FLAT  STONES  WITHIN  THE  COMMUNION  RAILS; 

Infcriptions  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  and  William,  fons  of  John  Keyt,  and 
of  feveral  perfons  of  the  family  of  Cave, 

Mary  the  wife  of  John  Jephcott,  D.  D.  vicar  of  this  church.  She  died 
October  18,  1680.  On  the  fame  ftone  is  an  infcription  to  the  memory  of 
Evan  Jones,  vicar  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Cleeve  Prior,  who  died  December 
26,  j  768. 

Edward  Field,  gent,  twice  mayor,  and  many  years  alderman,  and  j 
of  peace  of  this  Borough.    He  was  buried  December  31,  1682.    Anna  bjs 
wife  died  Auguft  26,  1698,  aged  eighty-feven. 

Edmond  Young,  who  died  September  20,  1657.  On  the  fame  ftone  Richard 
his  fon,  who  died  January  1,  1690. 

BELOW  THE  COMMUNION  RAILS: 

On  an  oval  monument  fixed  to  the  fouth  wall :  Samuel  Baron,  clerk,  A.  M. 
mafter  of  the  free-fchool  in  this  Borough,  died  November  17,  17 13,  aged 
thirty-three. 

Oppofite  the  above  is  a  large  new  monument  erecled  to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  Home,  gent,  citizen  of  London,  who  died  in  1 769,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four. 

Mary  Stretch,  who  died  June  13,  1780,  aged  fix ty-four. 


ON 
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ON   FLAT  STONES: 

Infcriptions  for  feveral  perfons  of  the  name  of  Hopkins. 

Mr.  Philip  Ballard  was  buried  January  17,  1670,  aged  thirty- eight. 

Thomas  AJhfield,  gent.  September  24,  1766.  Below  are  infcriptions  for 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  two  of  their  children. 

Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Hulford,  died  February  8,  1683.  Henry  Hulford  died 
June  30,  1705,  aged  fifty- five. 

Mr.  William  Rudge  was  buried  May  13,  1720,  aged  forty-five.  Elizabeth 
his  wife  died  Odober  10,  1727,  aged  forty-eight. 

Mr.  John  Ballard,  who  died  September  6,  1675. 
Thomas,  the  fon  of  Mr.  Martin  Ballard,  December  19,  1677. 
Agnes- Jane,  daughter  of  Theophilus  and  Agnes  Walford,  April  4,  1770. 
Thomas  Hull,  gent,  died  March  22,  1724,  aged  forty-two.    He  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Giles  Parfons,  Efq.  of  Overbury,  in  this  county. 

On  the  eaft  wall  is  a  fmall  monument  erecled  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Martin,  who  died  December  14,  1679.  He  was  twice  mayor  of  this 
Borough,  in  the  years  1652,  and  1677.  Mr.  William  Martin  died  June  14, 
1653,  aged  feventy  ;  who  had  alfo  been  mayor  in  the  years  1623,  1632,  and 
1 64 1 .  Ann  his  wife  died  September  12,  1656,  aged  fixty-eight,  after  having 
borne  him  thirteen  children.  Thomas  Martin  their  only  furviving  fon  erecled 
this  monument. 

The  above-mentioned  Mr.  William  Martin  bequeathed  three  pounds  per 
annum  to  Mr.  George  Hopkins,  minifter  of  this  parifh  ;  and  after  his  deceafe, 
to  a  godly  preaching  minijler  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  and,  for  want  of 
fuch,  to  the  poor  of  All  Saints  in  Evejham  for  ever. 

On  a  pillar  is  a  monument  of  black  marble,  with  an  alabafter  buft  erecled 
to  the  memory  of  Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Buljlrode,  Efq.  of  Tewkejbury,  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefter,  and  fecond  daughter  of  Samuel  Gardiner,  of 
Evejham,  gent.    She  died  November  18,  17 15,  aged  fixty-one.    Below  the 

infcription 
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infcription  are  thefe  arms  :  —  Quarterly  ;  firft  Sable  a  buck's  head  with  an 
arrow  in  the  mouth  Argent  attired  Or.  Second  and  third,  Argent  a  chevron 
Gules  between  three  fquirrels  Sable  with  nuts  Or.  The  fourth  as  the  firft, 
empaling  Azure  a  chevron  Ermine  between  three  kites  heads  erafed. 

Againft  a  pillar,  a  fmall  monument  with  Gardner *$  arms,  infcribed  : — - 
14  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gardner,  daughter  of  Samuel  Gardner  of  this  parifh,  gent, 
died  October  26,  17 13,  aged  forty-feven." 

On  a  flat  ftone  near  the  chancel :  —  Mrs.  Mary  Fletcher,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Philip  Gardner,  redor  of  Tickley  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  and  relicl  of 
the  Rev.  Theodore  Fletcher,  reclor  of  Godington  in  the  fame  county ;  died 
March  31,  1722,  aged  fixty-four. 

On  a  marble  monument  fixed  to  the  eaft  wall  of  the  north  aifle,  anciently 
(according  to  Habington,)  called  Derby-chapel,  are  the  arms  of  Gardner, 
with  the  following  infcription  : 

"  Near  this  place  lieth  the  body 
of  George  Gardner,  Efq. 
a  zealous  advocate 
for  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  the  true  intereft  of  his  country ; 
who  knew  how  to  acquire 
and  how  to  enjoy : 
in  whom  the  rich  will  want  a  friend, 
the  poor  a  protector. 
Ob.  11  Nov.  anno  Dom.  1729; 
setat  70." 

On  another  fmall  monument : 

11  Near  to  this  lieth  the  body  of  Thomas  Bartlett,  gent,  a  profefTor  of  phy- 
tic, buried  February  16,  1686,  aged  forty-nine. 

On 
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On  a  flat  ftone  :  a  faltire. empaling  a  fefie  indented  between  three  heads. 
The  infcription  : — Sub  hoc  lapide  requiefcit  pars  terrena  Theopliili  Andrews 
armigeri,  per  annos  13  jam  proxime  elapfos  fiujus  burgi  recordatoris ;  quern 
mors  dura  oppreflit  18  die  Decembris,  anno  Dom.  1670,  setatis  fuae  47." 

Againfl  the  weftern  wall  of  the  Derby-chapel  is  a  very  handfome  marble 
monument  erecled  to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth  Baylies,  wife  of  William  Baylies- 
of  this  town,  and  daughter  of  Robert  Cookes,  Efq.  who  died  April  28,  1754. 

Further  down  the  north  aifle,  a  monument  to  Mr.  John  Suffield,  mercer, 
of  Evejham,  who  died  December  1,  171 2  ;  Jane  his  wife  ;  Mary  his  daughter, 
and  two  grand-children.  Alfo  Thomas  Suffield,  gent,  who  died  July  27, 
1768,  aged  eighty. 

Still  farther  down  :  —  Rev.  PaulCardale,  March  1,  1775;  and  Sarah  his 
wife,  April  1,  1767. 

Next  to  the  above  : — William  Baylies,  gent.  February  14,  1760. 

At  the  end  of  the  fame  aifle  :  —  Anne  Baylies,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Theo- 
dore Fletcher,  redor  of  Godington,  Oxfordfhire.    February  23,  1732, 

Againfl:  a  pillar  on  the  north  fide  of  the  body  of  the  church,  a  new 
monument  inferibed  to  —  Mrs.  Anne  Bodlege,  September  10,  1781. 

In  the  fouth  aifle,  below  Lichfield's  chapel,  a  neat  monument  to  —  Mr. 
Tliomas  Bum,  March  25,  1777.  Mr.  Bartholomew  Dunn,  February  25,  1786. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dunn,  January  9,  1792,  aged  eighty-eight.  Alfo  two  relatives, 
Elizabeth  and  Mary  Walker,  who  both  died  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  their 
age.* 

On 

*  There  are  many  other  inferiptions,  both  in  the  church  and  adjoining  cemetary,  fome  of  them 
commemorating  perfons  of  no  inferior  note  to  the  above  ,•  but  it  would  have  been  an  endlefs  tafk 

to 
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On  the  front  of  the  gallery  a  benefador  is  thus  commemorated :  —  "  Phi- 
lip  Gardner,  three  times  bailiff,  and  once  mayor  of  this  Borough,  by  his  laft 
will  and  teftament  gave  three  houfes  in  Offenham;  to  the  end  that  the  poor 
of  this  parifh  mould  have  twelve-pence  in  bread  every  Sabbath  for  ever." 

Above  the  gallery  are  the  names  of  many  confiderable  benefadors,  both 
to  this  parifh,  and  that  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  whofe  memory  it  would  be  ingra- 
titude to  entruft  only  to  the  frail  materials  on  which  they  are  at  prefent  in- 
fer ibed. 

The  firft  is  a  repetition  of  the  above  benefadion  of  Philip  Gardner, 
John  Gardner  of  London,  merchant,  gave  four  pounds  fix  millings  and 
eight-pence,  payable  yearly  by  the  goldfmith's  company  ;  and  eighteen  (hil- 
lings per  annum  from  a  tenement  in  Watling-ftreet,  London;  for  teaching 
twenty-five  poor  children  in  the  two  parifhes  to  read  Englifh. 

Robert  Bijhop,  in  performance  of  his  wife's  will,  gave  a  rent-charge  of 
twenty  millings  yearly  out  of  a  clofe  near  Evejham,  to  the  minifter  of  St. 
Lawrence  ;  if  none  there,  to  the  poor  of  St.  Lawrence  for  ever, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gardner,  by  will,  gave  fifty  pounds,  the  intereft  of  which 
was  to  be  difpofed  of  yearly  to  the  poor  of  the  two  parifhes :  and  George  and 
Anne  Gardner,  her  brother  and  filter ,  fifty  pounds  more,  to  make  the  faid 
charity  five  pounds  per  annum. 

Mrs.  Abigail  Martin  gave  twenty  millings  per  annum  from  the  rent  of  a 

clofe 

to  have  copied  the  whole.  Thofe  inferted  are  merely  the  mural  monuments,  with  a  few  of  the 
flat  ftones  in,  or  near,  the  chancel.  There  is  however  one  infeription,  juft  at  the  entrance  of  this 
church,  which  it  would  have  been  injuftice  to  have  omitted.  It  begins  with  this  remarkable  fen- 
tence  : — Here  lies  an  unprofitable  fervant.  This  modefty  and  humility  (whether  the  man's  own, 
or  that  of  his  furviving  friends  is  not  certain,)  excited  fome  curiofity.  On  enquiry  it  was  found 
that  the  perfon  buried  here,  one  t(  Samuel  Morris,  who  died  June  6,  1745,  aged  feventy-four," 
was  a  liquor-merchant  in  this  town,  and  a  great  confumer  of  his  own  ftock  in  trade.  No  day,  it 
is  faid,  ever  paned  without  his  fetting  the  laudable  example  to  his  cuftomers  of  fwallowing  near 
two  quarts  of  his  own  fpirituous  liquors;  and  this  without  much  apparent  intoxication.  That  he 
Ihould  have  lived  to  fuch  an  advanced  age  would  feem  incredible,  unlels  we  fuppofe  that  he  began 
this  praftice  at  a  late  period  of  his  life. 
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clofe  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Lawrence,  to  be  diftributed  yearly  to  twenty  poor 
women. 

The  fame  perfon  gave  fix  millings  and  eight-pence  more,  payable  out  of 
the  above  clofe,  to  the  poor  of  the  two  parifhes, 

Thomas  Matthews,  merchant,  gave  five  pounds  per  annum  out  of  certain 
houfes  and  land  in  Eve/ham,  to  apprentice  out  poor  children  of  the  parifh  of 
All  Saints. 

Dr.  Jephcott  gave,  by  will,  four  pounds  per  annum  to  the  minifter  of  All 
Saints ;  and  ten  millings  more  to  the  poor  of  the  above  parifh. 

Mr.  Hanks  gave  fifty  (hillings  per  annum  out  of  a  houfe  and  lands  in  Peo~ 
pleton,  for  the  repair  of  the  roads  between  Worcejler  and  Evejham. 

Anne  Roberts,  by  deed  dated  October  2,  in  the  ninth  year  of  Charles  I. 
granted  to  the  corporation  of  Evejham  one  mefluage  in  the  Oat-ftreet,  in  truft 
for  the  matter  of  the  free-fchool  there,  on  condition  of  his  making  a  fpeech 
every  5th  day  of  November. 

Mr.  Lawrence.  Banks,  minifter  of  Stanton,  gave  a  houfe  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Lawrence,  to  fupply  the  poor  of  both  panares  with  twelve-pence  in  bread 
every  Sabbath-day. 

Mr.  Maltby,  of  Brickland,  Gloucefterthire,  gave  thirteen  (hillings  to  the 
poor  of  All  Saints,  and  the  fame  fum  to  the  poor  of  St.  Lawrence,  to  be 
diftributed  in  bread  every  Sunday,  out  of  two  houfes  in  Evejham. 

By  an  anonymous  benefactor,  twelve  (hillings  per  annum  were  given,  to 
be  diftributed  equally  between  the  poor  of  both  parifhes  at  Chriftmas,  out 
of  the  rents  of  a  houfe  in  the  High-ftreet,  Evejham. 

Mr.  Savage  of  Elmly  gave  fixty  pounds  to  the  corporation  ;  the  intereft  of 
which  was  to  be  expended  in  apprenticing  out  poor  children  of  the  Borough. 

Sir  Thomas  Biggs  built  the  new  (hambles  ;  the  rents  of  which  were  to  be 
diftributed  to  the  poor  by  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Palmer  of  Alcejler  gave  twenty  (hillings  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of 
Evejham. 

Thomas  Wat/on  of  Bengworth,  Efq.  in  1 6 1 2 ,  gave  forty  pounds  to  buy  wood 
and  coals,  and  ten  pounds  more  for  other  ufes,  to  the  poor  of  this  Borough. 

Hh  Mr. 
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Mr.  Edmund  Symonds  of  Plnvm,  attorney  at  law,  gave,  in  1616,  five 
pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  place. 

John  Watfon,  bifhop  of  Winchejler,  gave  forty  pounds  to  buy  materials  to 
fet  the  poor  of  this  Borough  to  work. 

Mr.  William  Bond  of  Evefham  gave  thirteen  pounds  ten  (hillings  to  the  two 
parifhes. 

Edward  Walker,  gent,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  this  Borough,  gane  ten 
pounds  to  the  poor  of  All  Saints,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  corporation  mould 
think  proper. 

The  right  honourable  Thomas  lord  Coventry  gave  a  rent  charge  of  twenty- 
five  pounds  per  annum  from  certain  lands  in  Breedon  to  the  poor  of  both  pa- 
rifhes ;  to  be  diftributed  by  the  corporation. 

A  clofe  in  Evejham,  called  Spicer's-clofe,  was  by  deed,  dated  thirty-fixth 
year  of  Charles  II.  granted  by  Robert  Coolies,  gent,  to  truftees,  for  raifing 
fifty  millings  yearly  ;  to  be  laid  out  in  coals  for  fupplying  twenty  poor  per- 
fons  of  the  two  parifhes. 

One  milling  to  each  of  the  parifhes  was,  by  fome  anonymous  benefaclor, 
made  over  to  the  church-wardens,  out  of  a  little  ait,  (a  fort  of  ifland,)  be- 
tween the  mills  and  the  bridge  of  Evejham. 

The  rents  of  the  Key-houfe,  at  the  bridge-foot,  was  appropriated  to  the 
ufe  of  the  parifh  church  of  All  Saints,  in  the  fame  manner. 

Two  (hillings  and  fix-pence  yearly,  payable  out  of  certain  tenements  in 
Evejham,  were  alfo  thus  fet  apart  to  the  parifh  of  All  Saints. 

As  alfo  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  out  of  another  houfe  in  this  town. 

The  above  account  was  made  out  in  the  year  1722,  and  figned  by  the  two 
church-wardens,  Edward  Child  and  Thomas  Harris.  It  principally  refpecls 
the  parifh  of  All  Saints.    That  belonging  to  St.  Lawrence  now  follows : 

George  Gardner,  Efq.  paid,  during  his  life,  four  pounds  fourteen  millings 
and  feven-pence  yearly  out  of  lands  in  Kemfey;  three  pounds  to  the  minifter  of 
Evejham,  and  the  reft  to  the  poor. 

Mary, 


ABBEY   AND   BOROUGH   OF   EVESHAM.  235 


Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Bijhop,  gave  twenty  fhil lings  per  annum,  over  and 
above  that  before-fpecified,  out  of  a  clofe  in  Evejham. 

Alderman  Rudge  gave  a  meffuage  and  farm  in  Great  Hampton ;  of  which  two- 
thirds  of  the  rent  were  to  be  fet  afide  for  the  maintenance  of  a  leclurer  in  the 
parilh  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  remainder  to  the  poor  of  Bengworth,  Thirty 
pounds  more  were  give  by  the  fame  gentleman  for  the  above  ufes. 

The  widow  Lye  of  Cropthorne  in  the  county  of  Worcefter  gave  a  tenement 
in  Cole-ftreet  ;  the  rents  of  which  were  to  be  annually  divided  between  the 
poor  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  Cropthorne. 

Mr.  Philip  Hay  gave  five  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh. 

Mr.  James  Mitchell  gave  forty  (hillings  per  annum  out  of  the  rents  of  the 
George -Inn  in  this  parifh,  to  the  poor  belonging  to  it.  He  was  in  other  re- 
flects a  great  benefaclor.  He  gave  twenty  pounds  toward  repairing  the  caufe- 
way ;  built  a  new  cage  ;  contributed  twenty  pounds  to  the  repairs  of  the 
bridge  ;  glazed  the  chancel ;  built  a  new  pulpit ;  and  gave  a  fet  of  chimes, 

Three  pounds  per  annum  were,  by  an  anonymous  benefaclor,  made  over 
to  the  minifter  of  St.  Lawrence,  out  of  a  clofe  in  Great  Hampton. 

Nicholas  Field,  gent,  deceafed,  gave,  by  his  will  dated  February  6,  1679, 
twenty  millings  per  annum  out  of  fome  land  in  Evejham ;  to  be  diftributed 
weekly  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh. 

Leonard  Fryer,  gent,  gave,  by  will,  fifty-two  pounds  per  annum,  payable 
out  of  three  tenements  in  Evejham,  to  be  diftributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  of 
St.  Lawrence,  viz.  one  milling  in  bread  to  each  poor  perfon  that  attends  di- 
vine fervice.  * 

Seven  (hillings  and  two-pence  per  annum  were  made  over  to  this  parifh, 
by  fome  anonymous  benefaclor  ;  as  alfo  fix  millings  per  annum  to  its  minifter, 
out  of  a  piece  of  land  in  Evejham, 

The  church-wardens  for  the  time  being,  viz.  Thomas  Langston  and  John 
Bazond,  have  alfo  affixed  their  names  to  this.    The  date  is  1722. 


The  names  of  the  incumbents  of  thefe  parifhes,  as  far  as  they  can  be  pro- 

Hh  2  cured, 
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cured,  may,  as  there  is  now  but  one  minifter  for  both,  properly  be  noticed 
here. 

CHAPEL    OF    ALL  SAINTS. 

"Patrons.  Incumbents, 

Henry  VIII.  Robert  Wyllis,  cl.  12  March,  1545. 

Charles  II.  John  Jephcott,  cl.  A.  M.  3  Auguft,  1663. 

JohnSoley,  A.  B.  May,  1692. 
Anne  Regina.  John  Mitchell,  cl,  21  Auguft,  1707. 

George  I.  Nathaniel  Kicholls,  cl.  1 1  Nov.  1724. 

John  Ballard,  1  December,  1726. 
George  II.  William Burchinjhaw,  A.M.  4  July,  1735. 

Edward  Thornes ,  cl.  15  March,  1736. 

Evan  Jones,  cl.  24  September,  1750. 
George  III.  Edward  Cooper,  15  April,  1769.* 


CHAPEL    OF    ST.  LAWRENCE. 

By  liceence  of  the  Vic.  Gen.      Thomas  T witty,  S.  T.  B.  13  Nov.  1639. 
James  Littleton,  John  Jephcott,  cl.  A.M.  3  Auguft,  1663. 

Not  many  yards  to  the  fouth  of  All  Saints  ftand  the  venerable  remains  of 
the  above-mentioned  chapel ;  formerly  likewife  an  appendage  to  the  Abbey. 
In  its  original  ftate  it  muft  have  been  an  edifice  of  great  beauty  :  though  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  the  great  eaftern  window,  as  well  as  the  chapel  on  the 
fouth  fide,  were  not  added  till  immediately  before  the  demolition  of  the  great 
church.    The  date  of  its  ereclion,  or  at  leaft  its  confecration,  is  afcertained 

by 

*  It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  exemption  of  the  fix  churches,  viz.  Hampton,  Wyhamford,  Badfey, 
South  and  North  Littletons,  and  Offenham,  from  the  ordinary  of  the  diocefe,  fo  ftrenuoufly  contended 
for  while  in  the  monk's  poffeflion,  ftill  continues.  The  legality  of  this  exemption  was  contefted, 
in  the  year  1587,  by  bifhop  Freake ;  and  a  paper  concerning  it  was  by  him  drawn  up,  which  may 
be  found  in  Dr.  Nafli.  Vol.  1.  p.  422. 


ABBEY  AND   BOROUGH   OF  EVESHAM. 


237 


by  a  memorandum  inferted  in  the  former  part  of  this  work.*  We  there  read 
that  on  Sunday,  the  15th  of  the  kalends  of  January,  1295,  tne  church  of  St. 
Lawrence  was  dedicated  by  the  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph  ;  who  feems  to  have  had 
much  bufinefs  of  this  kind  upon  his  hands,  at  that  period.  There  is  however 
in  this  church  an  air  of  much  lefs  antiquity  than  in  All  Saints,  which  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  many  fubfequent  reparations  it  has  undergone.  It 
is  not  very  long  fince  that  a  brief  was  procured  for  its  renovation  ;  and  the 
contributions  amounting  to  near  fix  hundred  pounds,  the  northern  fide  was 
entirely  rebuilt ;  the  feparation  that  formed  the  aifle  on  that  fide  removed  ; 
a  new  roof  erected  ;  the  windows  glazed  ;  and  every  thing  fet  in  order  for 
immediate  ufe.  But  by  fome  unaccountable  fatality,  all  now  is  in  ruin  again; 
the  glafs  all  broken ;  and  the  pavement  entirely  torn  up,  except  in  the  cha- 
pel. We  are  informed  by  Habington  that  there  were  two  chapels  here,  one 
at  the  upper  end  of  each  aifle  :  but  only  one  now  remains.  The  reparation 
of  the  north  fide  probably  caufed  the  entire  removal  of  the  other.  WThat  a 
later  refpeclable  hiftarian  tells  us  concerning  this  church,  viz.  that  it  is  ufed 
only  as  a  place  of  burial  for  poor  perfons,  who  die  of  the  fmall-pox  or 
any  other  contagious  diftemper,  is  entirely  without  foundation  ;  and  feems 
a  conje&ure  which  the  appearance  of  the  place  might  poffibly  fuggeft. 

The  entire  length  of  this  church,  from  the  weft  door  to  the  great  window, 
is  ninety-fix  feet.  The  breadth,  including  the  aifle,  about  fifty-four.  This 
fingle  aifle  is  feparated  from  the  body  by  feven  arches,  of  very  beautiful, 
though  certainly  not  very  ancient  architecture  ;  over  which  were  once  four- 
teen fmall  windows,  of  a  fimilar  form,  but  now  clofed  up.  Over  the  north 
entrance  is  the  figure  of  a  lamb,  well  executed,  but  doubtlefs  brought  from 
fome  other  fituation  :  all  that  fide,  as  before  obferved,  being  of  very  modern 
date.  Both  this  church  and  All  Saints  have  fpires  ftill  {landing  ;  but  thefe, 
particularly  that  belonging  to  this  edifice,  are  in  a  ftate  to  endanger  a  paffer- 
by  on  every  powerful  gale  of  wind.  The  fpire  of  St.  Lawrence,  though  not 
lofty,  may  be  recommended  to  a  curious  obferver,  as  a  fpecies  of  building 
that  has  not  probably  its  counter-part  in  the  whole  kingdom. 


*  P.  103.  Note. 


The 
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The  chapel  of  Clement  Lichfield,  in  the  fouth  aide,  is  of  fmall  fize,  (about 
eighteen  feet  by  fixteen,)  but  of  fuch  elegance  and  delicacy  of  conftruclion 
as  a  verbal  defcription  would  but  imperfeclly  convey  to  the  reader's  imagina- 
tion. I  muft  therefore  refer  him  to  the  plate,  which  very  faithfully  and 
minutely  reprefents  all  its  tracery,  and  fret-work  ornaments.  The  fame 
eulogium  may  be  palled  on  the  eaft  era  window  of  this  church,  of  which  alfo 
a  very  accurate  plate  is  given.* 

There  is  nothing  elfe  worthy  much  notice  in  this  church,  if  we  except  its 
broken  font,  and  a  fort  of  arched  vault,  or  charnel-houfe  at  the  eaft  end : 
but,  as  in  a  former  inftance,  Habington  has  left  us  a  pretty  exact  account  of 
what  remained  in  his  days,  which  I  will  now  copy. 

In  the  principal  pane  of  the  eaft  window,  is  the  white  rofe  crowned :  in 
the  next,  France  and  England  quartered.  In  the  higheft  north  window  of 
the  body  of  the  church,  is  the  reprefentation  of  a  benefaclor,  in  the  habit  of 
a  doclor  of  divinity. 

In  the  firft  pane  of  the  loweft  window  of  the  north  chapel :  —  Azure  an 
eagle  difplayed  Argent.  "  Here,"  fays  my  author,  "  it  wanteth  fomewhat ; 
for  this  mould  be  (I  think)  Vampagis  coat."  In  the  laft  pane  :  Gules  three 
cups  covered  Or,  for  Botelcr.  In  the  eaft  window  of  the  fame  chapel :  "Orate 
pro  animabus  Roberti  Brooks  et  Elizabeths  uxoris  ejus." 

In  the  north  window  of  the  body  of  the  church  :  Gules  a  fefte  between  fix 
crofslets  Or,  quartering  chequy  Or  and  Azure  a  chevron  Ermine.  In  ano- 
ther pane  the  royal  arms  quite  broken,  except  one  quarter  for  France. 

In  the  higheft  fouth  window  of  the  body  of  the  church  :  Barry  wavy  of  fix 

Argent 

*  This  plate  is  the  firft  produ&ion,  in  its  kind,  of  a  young  native  of  the  place,  whofe  name  is 
engraved  on  it.  If  unpatronifed  and  unprote&ed  talents  have  any  claims  upon  the  public,  thofe 
of  this  young  perfon  may  furely  be  recommended  to  it.  All  the  drawings  for  this  work,  mod  of 
them  of  incomparable  beauty  and  exattnefs,  were  performed  by  him,  and  well  deferve  the  inflec- 
tion of  every  lover  of  the  art. 


Abbot  Litchfield's  Chapel  ;..  ti.e  Church  of  S!  Lawrence. 

To  CHARI.K  S  WKLCII  V.sif  ra  Liberal  supporter  i  f  this  While.  This  Vtate  is  humbly  dedicated  by  bis  most  humble  Servant  Johfl  Af'l 
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Argent  and  Sable.  In  the  firft  window  of  the  fouth  aide :  Azure  a  chain  in 
a  chevron  with  a  lock  Or,  the  Abbey  arms.  In  the  fecond  fouth  window  : 
Paly  of  fix  Argent  and  Azure  a  chevron  Ermine,  fupported  by  two  eagles  Or. 

The  more  modern  infcriptions  on  grave-ftones  are  moftly  torn  up  or  de- 
faced. In  the  chapel  only  are  fome  infcriptions,  ftill  vifible,  commemorating 
feveral  perfons  of  the  family  of  Field.  A  gentleman  of  that  family  now  re- 
fides  at  Evejkam,  who  has  authentic  documents  to  prove  that,  foon  after  the 
diffolution,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  land,  and  above  thirty  tenements, 
lying  north  of  the  Abbey-fite,  were  by  James  I.  granted  to  an  anceftor  of 
the  fame  name,  then  in  high  office  at  court. — By  this  gentleman  was  the  firft 
hint  of  undertaking  this  work  fuggefted  to  its  author  :  —  a  hint  which  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  executed  muft  render  meritorious  or  fuper- 
fluous,  in  the  public  efiimation. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter  in  Bengworth  will  not  long  detain  the  reader.  It 
is  a  large,  irregular,  and  plain,  but  ancient  edifice  ;  ornamented  with  few 
monuments  of  note.  There  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  on  the  fame  fpot  or 
near  it,  a  more  ancient  church  once  flood  erecled  by  earl  Leofric,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  holy  Trinity.  A  memorandum  in  the  Abbey  appendix*  makes 
mention  of  fuch  an  edifice,  as  well  as  of  the  coftly  manner  in  which  it  was 
decorated :  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  affign  any  other  fituation  for  it.  There 
is  moreover  a  tradition,  ftill  current,  that  the  church  was  originally  dedicated 
to  the  Trinity. — Habington  has  not  negleded  this  church  ;  but  gives,  in  his 
ufual  manner,  the  following  account  of  its  painted  glafs  and  other  ornaments. 

In  the  eaft  window  of  the  chancel :  Gules  a  fefTe  between  fix  martlets  Or. 
On  the  other  fide  :  Or  a  chevron  Gules  and  quartering  Ermine. f 

In 

*  Page  183. 

f  The  author  muft  not  be  confidered  as  refponfible  for  the  corre&nefs  of  all  thefe  heraldic  no- 
tices :  being  utterly  ignorant  of  the  fcience.  All  he  could  do  has  been  to  copy  the  MS.  notes  of 
Habington,  and  fometimes  compare  them  with  Dr.  Nafh's  printed  extracts  from  them.  Thefe  lat- 
ter extratts  do  not  however  extend  to  this  church. 
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In  the  eaft  window  of  the  fouth  aiile :  —  "  Orate  pro  animabus  Willielmi 
Chyryton  *  *   *  *. 

In  the  weft  window  of  the  fouth  aifle  :  —  Party  per  chevron  Azure  and 
Gules,  three  cups  covered  Or.  In  the  fame  window  are  the  names  of  John 
Wajhborne  and  Richard  Cawie,  benefactors. 

On  the  north  wall  is  a  marble  monument  of  Mr.  Thomas  Watfon>  born  in 
Evejham,  and  a  free-holder  of  that  place.  He  was  a  confiderable  benefador, 
and  died  1 56 1 .  —  This  ftill  remains ;  to  which,  at  different  periods,  the  fol- 
lowing monuments  have  been  added. 

Eaft  end  of  the  north  aide  :  —  Mrs.  Frances  Watfon,  November  20,  1727, 
aged  eighty.  And  her  coufm, — Mrs.  Thomazine  Wat/on,  December  6,  1737, 
aged  eighty-one. 

In  the  fouth  aifle  is  a  very  fplendid,  but  equally  taftelefs  monument  of 
marble,  erected  to  the  memory  of  John  Deacle,  Efq.  of  whom  farther  mention 
will  be  made.  Much  coft  and  labour  have  here  been  lavifhed  in  vain. 
Though  even  the  lace-work  of  the  cravat,  and  the  fur  on  the  alderman's 
robe  are  moji  minutely  worked,  yet  the  effect  of  the  whole  is  heavy  and  fpirit- 
lefs  to  a  remarkable  degree.  —  This  worthy  man,  who  was  an  alderman  of 
London,  and  rofe  to  great  wealth  from  the  loweft  poffible  ftation,  gave  by 
will  in  1706,  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  to  endow  a  free-fchool  at 
Bengworth ;  for  teaching,  clothing,  and  putting  out  apprentice  thirty  poor 
boys.  Fifty  fhillings  per  annum  were  referved  out  of  this  donation  to  pur- 
chafe  bread,  on  every  Sabbath,  for  twelve  of  the  pooreft  inhabitants  of  this 
parifh,  who  were  daily  to  frequent  prayers  at  the  fchool-houfe. 

On  the  front  of  the  gallery  are  many  other  benefactions  fpecified.  Moft 
of  thefe  are,  as  Bengworth  forms  a  part  of  the  Borough,  the  fame  as  were  be- 
fore noticed  in  All  Saints.  One  or  two  additional  donations,  appropriated 
entirely  to  this  parifh,  fhall  be  briefly  mentioned. 


Andrew 


ABBEY    AND   BOROUGH   OF   EVESHAM.  241 

Andrew  Ordway,  by  will,  gave  in  1 7 t 2  twenty  millings  per  annum  out  of 
a  houfe  in  Bengworth  to  the  poor  of  that  parifh ;  to  be  diftributed  by  the 
overfeers. 

John  Martin,  by  will  dated  February  28,  17 13,  gave,  out  of  the  rents  of 
a  meffuage  and  fome  lands  in  Hampton  Parva,  ten  pounds  per  annum  to  any 
pious  and  orthodox  minifter  of  the  church  of  England  that  (hall  undertake  to 
read  prayers,  preach,  and  catechife  in  the  parifh  church  of  Bengworth.  Alfo 
three  pounds  to  the  poor  of  the  above  parifh. 

Mrs.  Frances  Watfon,  by  will  dated  September  7,  1727,  gave  one  hundred 
pounds ;  of  which  the  intereft  was  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  weekly  dif- 
tributed to  the  poor  of  Bengworth,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  minifter  and 
church-wardens. 

George  Gardner  gave,  by  will,  fifty  pounds  ;  the  intereft  of  which  was  to 
be  diftributed  among  aged  perfons  of  this  parifh  who  were  unable  to  work. 

Mrs.  Thomazine  Watfon  gave,  by  will  of  the  date  of  September  2,  1737, 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ;  the  intereft  of  which  fum  was 
yearly  to  be  diftributed  in  the  following  manner:  —  two  thirds  to  the  minifter 
of  the  parifh,  and  the  remaining  third  part  to  be  weekly  diftributed  in  bread 
to  fuch  of  the  poor  as  fhall  attend  divine  fervice. — This  has  fince  been  realized 
in  lands  and  tenements  at  AJhton  Underhill,  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter. 

The  very  accurate  view  which  has  been  inferted  of  the  tower  will  render 
much  farther  notice  of  it  fuperfluous.  Its  ornaments,  as  may  be  feen  by 
the  plate,  are  in  a  good  tafte,  and  uniform  in  the  two  fronts.  The  fides,  as 
having  probably  been  once  connected  with,  or  in  fome  meafure  hidden  by 
adjacent  buildings,  have,  to  a  certain  height,  been  more  neglecled.  The 
open-work  of  the  battlements  on  the  top,  with  their  annexed  pinnacles,  is 
remarkably  light  and  elegant.  The  whole  height  is  about  one  hundred  and 
fevt  nteen  feet,  on  a  bafe  of  about  twenty-two  feet  fquare.  It  was  certainly 
the  intent  of  the  architect  to  have  raifed  this  building  confiderably  higher. 
This  is  apparent  not  only  from  the  general  form  of  the  tower,  rather  low 
in  proportion  to  its  breadth,  but  alfo  from  the  flying  buttrefies ;  which  are 
feldom,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  carried  quite  to  the  fummit.    The  whole 

I  i  edifice 


242     HISTORY   AND   ANTIQUITIES   OF  THE 


edifice  has  an  appearance  as  frefh  as  if  erected  within  the  prefent  century : 
which  may,  in  part,  be  accounted  tor  by  its  being  much  fheltered  from  the 
wefterly  winds  and  driving  rains  from  that  quarter.  There  is  a  peal  of  eight 
large  bells  in  it ;  but  the  biggeft  of  them  is  loo  deep,  almoft  by  half  a  tone, 
for  the  reft.  Both  from  fituation  and  intrinfic  beauty,  this  edifice  is  a  great 
ornament  to  the  whole  vicinity.* 

This  tower  had,  as  we  are  informed  by  Leland,  a  very  large  bell  at  firft 
fet  up  in  it,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  continued  there  till  the  reftoration.t 
About  that  period  the  townfmen  who  had  purchafed  the  tower,  joining  to- 
gether, took  the  bells  out  of  all  the  fteeples,  and  melted  'hen  down  into  the 
prefent  peal.  There  was,  prior  to  this,  another  bell-tower  belonging  to  the 
Abbey,  but  its  exact:  fituation  cannot  now  be  known.  This  more  ancient 
tower,  as  we  read  in  Leland's  collections,  was  repaired  in  the  feventh  year 
of  Edward  I.  and  nineteen  years  afterwards  fell  entirely  down. 

The  (own-hall,  of  which  a  good  reprefentation  is  alfo  given,  is,  though 
fpacious  and  well-built,  too  plain  and  unornamented  to  demand  very  parti- 
cular attention.  In  the  apartment  above,  which  is  a  handfome  room,  an 
a  (Terribly  is  held  throughout  the  winter  feafon,  and  a  court  of  record  every 
Tuefday.  AH  trials,  both  on  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  are  alfo  held  here ; 
the  privilege  for  trying  the  latter  of  which  has  not  been  either  openly  or 

tacitly 

*  I  have  been  informed  that  this  tower  was  left  unfinifhed  at  the  diffolution ;  and  was  not  com- 
pletely covered-in  till  long  after  that  period.  But  befides  that  the  ornaments  on  the  top  feem  per- 
fectly congenial  to  the  reft  of  the  fabric,  the  circumftance  of  the  great  bell,  recorded  by  Leland 
and  mentioned  above,  appears  entirely  to  overthrow  this  fuppofition.  —  The  probability  is,  that  a 
forefight  of  the  impending  diffolution  haftened  its  finifhing,  and  thus  prevented  a  farther  progrefs 
in  altitude. 

t  The  date  affixed  to  thefe  bells  does  not  however  quite  accord  with  this  idea,  which  is  the  fug- 
geftion  of  Browne  Willis.  That  of  the  biggeft  bell  is  1631 ; — in  the  mayoralty  of  Edward  Cugley, 
and  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  The  dates  of  all  the  reft  are  very  modern,  viz.  1741. 
They  have  all  mottoes,  but  not  worth  the  tranfcribing. 
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tacitly  refigned,  or  even  fufpended  :  though  the  infrequency  of  its  exertion 
of  late  years  has,  with  fome  perfons,  given  rife  to  this  fuppofition.* 

9 

In  this  Borough  are  two  free-fchools ;  one  in  Eve/ham,  the  other  in  Beng-r 
worth.  Of  the  former  but  few  particulars  can  be  gleaned.  We  only  know 
that  it  was  endowed  originally  by  Clement  Lichfield,  whofe  name  is  engraved 
over  the  chief  entrance,  with  fome  good  carved  work,  and  the  ufual  "  Orate, 
&c."  We  alfo  know  that  Eyford,  in  the  parifh  of  Slaughter,  in  Gloucefter- 
fhire,  was  once  appropriated  to  the  inftrudion  of  the  youth  of  Evejham;  and 
probably  belonged  to  this  very  foundation.  At  the  time  the  other  revenues 
of  the  Abbey  were  feized  by  Henry  VIII.  this  alfo  was  alienated  from  it.  But 
with  the  fame  fimulation  of  juftice  by  which  he  was  willing  to  fkreen  his 
avaricious  views,  when,  out  of  the  immenfe  revenues  of  religious  houfes, 
he  fcantily  endowed  a  few  new  bifhopricks,  this  fchool  was  foon  after  very 
v  parfimonioujly  refounded.  We  find  by  the  charter  it  was  entirely  new-model- 
led at  the  period  this  town  was  erected  into  a  Borough  ;  and  it  (fill  is  entitled 
the  prince  of  Wales's  fchooL  from  Henry,  fon  of  James  I.  At  prefent  ten 
pounds  per  annum  are  paid  to  the  mafter  by  the  auditor :  but  there  is  a 
pretty  good  houfe,  and  certain  other  fmall  emoluments. 

The  fchool  in  Bengworth,  which  comes  more  properly  under  the  clafs  of 
charity  fchools,  was  founded  by  the  above-mentioned  "John  Deacle,  Efq.  in  the 
year  1709.  In  his  laft  will,  dated  July  24,  1706,  a  copy  of  which  now  lies 
before  me,  he  firft  mentions  his  intention  of  fettling  a  free-fchool  in  Beng- 
worth, his  native  place,  for  the  education  of  thirty  of  the  poorejl  boys  in  that 
parifh.  If  not  fo  many  of  that  defcription  there,  the  number  to  be  fupplied 
out  of  Evejham.  The  nomination  of  thefe  boys  in  the  church-wardens  and 
overfeers  of  Bengworth,  and  in  the  mayor  and  capital  burgeffes  of  Evejham. 

Ii  2  No 

*  In  fpeaking  on  this  fubjeft,  [p.  212,]  I  ufed  too  ftrong  an  expreffion  in  faying  that  the  right 
of  trying  and  executing  for  capital  offences  was  transferred  to  the  county  affize.  The  privilege,  I 
underftand,  remains  in  full  force,  though  feldom  of  late  made  ufe  of.  Some  account  of  the  laft 
trial  here  which  was  followed  by  an  execution,  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  part  of  the 
work. 
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No  more  than  ten  boys  from  EveJIiam,  at  one  time,  to  be  admitted.  The 
age  of  admiffion  not  lefs  than  eight,  or  more  than  ten.  To  accomplifh  this 
his  laudable  intention,  he  directs  his  executors  to  dHburfe  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  within  fix  months  after  his  deceafe,  in  building  a  convenient 
fchool-houfe  ;  provided  the  chapel  adjoining  to  Bengworth  church  could  not 
be  acquired  for  that  purpofe.  Moreover,  within  the  fpace  of  two  years  af- 
ter his  deceafe,  to  lay  out  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  in  the  purclrafe  of 
lands  and  tenements  of  the  yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  the  en- 
dowment of  the  fchool;  conveying  this  land,  as  well  as  the  fchool-houie  and 
ground  on  which  it  fhould  be  built,  to  the  Draper's  company  in  London  and 
their  fucceffors,  in  trujl.  Out  of  this  yearly  fum,  twenty  pounds  annually  were 
to  be  paid  to  the  matter  for  teaching  to  read,  write,  and  caft  accounts,  and 
for  reading  prayers,  daily  morning  and  evening,  in  the  fchool.  Fifty  jhillings 
were  to  be  allotted  to  the  poor  of  the  pariih,  in  a  weekly  allowance  of  bread. 
Fifty  more  to  the  repairs  of  the  fchool-houfe.  Thirty-jour  pounds  annually  to 
be  expended  in  clothing  the  boys,  in  the  following  manner:  —  Each  a  vert 
of  blue  kerfey  woollen  cloth,  with  a  petticoat  of  yellow  cloth.  One  blue 
cap,  now  (injudicioufly  I  think,)  exchanged  for  a  common  hat.  Two  fhirts, 
two  pair  of  fhoes,  and  two  of  (lockings.  Twenty -five  pounds,  annually,  were 
farther  allotted  to  the  putting  out  four  of  thefe  boys  apprentices  to  fome 
honeft  trade ;  recommending  two  of  them  to  the  corporation  of  Eve/ham, 
and  two  others  to  the  care  of  the  Draper's  company.  Five  pounds,  yearly, 
to  be  expended  in  bibles,  catechifms,  and  other  ufeful  books.  The  refidue 
to  be  laid  afide  for  taxes  and  contingencies. 

This  is  certainly  a  noble  and  ufeful  charity  ;  and  has  not,  except  in  fome 
few  inftances,  had  the  ill  fate  of  being  perverted  from  its  oiiginal  intent,  like 
moft  other  benefaclions  of  the  kind.  It  was,  for  fome  time  however,  con- 
fiderably  negleded:  the  Draper's  company  refufed  to  ad  as  truftees,  and  even 
the  houfe  was  not  built  till  feveral  years  had  elapfed.  In  confequence  of  a 
petition  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  place,  dated  November  13, 
1727,  to  the  executors,  and  by  the  fubfequent  care  of  the  minifters  of  the 
pariih,  the  flate  of  this  excellent  charity  began  much  to  improve ;  an  ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding  good  fchool-houfe  was  built ;  and  all  proper  vigilance  ufed  in  in- 
fpecling  the  conducl  of  the  perfons  employed  in  it. 

There  are  four  meeting-houfes,  for  as  many  different  perfuafions,  now  in 
Evefham  ;  where  the  diffenters  have  increafed,  and  Mill,  it  is  faid,  do  increafe 
in  a  greater  proportion  than  a  (launch  friend  to  the  eftablilhment  would  with. 
It  is  pity  fome  expedient  cannot  be  devifed  to  render  poffible  an  union  with 
fuch  of  thefe  feclaries  as  are  more  moderate  in  their  opinions,  and  deviate 
lean1  in  effential  dodrines.  The  good  effects  of  fuch  a  coalition  mud,  I  fup- 
pofe,  be  obvious  to  all  parties.  But  fo  great,  unhappily,  is  the  perverfenefs 
of  our  common  nature,  efpecially  in  matters  of  this  kind,  that  no  advances 
could  be  eafily  devifed  by  one  party,  that  would  not  be  with  fcorn  rejected 
by  the  other  : — and  thus,  as  is  fomewhere  obferved  by  Swift,  it  would  be  of 
fmall  ufe  to  widen  the  portal,  when  fo  many  would  obflinately  refufe  to  en- 
ter it ;  and  fo  many  more,  as  if  in  mere  contempt,  would  over-leap  the  wall. 

With  great  pleafure  would  the  author  dwell,  even  to  tedium  and  lafTitude, 
in  his  account  of  the  manufactures,  &c.  of  this  place,  did  any  fuch,  in  re- 
ality, exift.  But  there  is  nothing  at  prefent  that  can  even  be  claffed  under 
this  head,  if  we  except  only  a  large  oil-mill  erecled  on  the  Avon,  northward 
of  the  town.  The  ufes  and  ftruclure  of  this  machine  are  too  well  known  for 
any  defcription  to  afford  much  pleafure  or  inftruction.  —  A  fmgular  event 
happened  however  lately  at  this  mill,  which  may  not  be  quite  unworthy  no- 
tice. It  exhibits,  in  a  very  ftriking  light,  the  effect  that  fanaticifm  fometimes 
works  on  uneducated  minds.  I  have  heard  (it  mould  not  be  concealed,)  this 
affair  differently  accounted  for  :  —  but  the  caufe  frrft  affigned  feems  the  only 
one,  except  infanity,  powerful  enough  to  produce  fo  dreadful  an  effecl. 

Not  long  fince  a  man  of  the  lower  clafs  entered  this  mill,  and  feemed  to 
obferve  its  operations  with  much  curiofity,  and  filent  attention.  The  large 
pendent  beams  that,  by  repeated  ftrokes  on  the  wedges  below,  ferve  to  prefs 
the  oil  from  the  feed,  appeared,  moft  of  all  the  machinery,  to  excite  his 
wonder  and  approbation.  After  looking  on  for  fome  time,  he  feized  a  mo- 
ment 
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ment  when  the  eyes  of  the  workmen  were  otherwife  engaged,  and  fuddenly 
drawing  a  fharp  axe  from  under  his  clothes,  at  the  inftant  one  of  thefe  beams 
was  fufpended  to  ftrike,  he  laid  his  hand  acrofs  the  wedge  ;  and,  holding  the 
axe  over  it,  the  beam  with  one  blow  fevered  it  from  his  arm,  at  the  wrift. 
He  had,  with  moft  afbnifhing  precaution,  furnifhed  himfelf  with  a  dreffing 
for  the  flump  ;  and,  haftening  away  to  a  medical  ,perfon  in  Eve/ham,  defired 
him  to  apply  it.  It  was  found  tolerably  well  fuited  to  the  purpofe  ;  but  of 
rather  too  coarfe  and  clumfy  a  texture  to  be  willingly  employed  by  the  ope- 
rator.— The  arm  was  dreffed  with  a  better  apparatus;  and  the  man  departed, 
little  daunted  by  the  adventure,  but  feeming  rather  to  exult  in  his  own  cou- 
rage and  peifeverance. 

Different  motives  are  afligned  for  the  ftrange  refolution  this  man  thus 
ftrangely  put  in  execution.  One,  and  that  the  moft  probable,  is  that  he  had 
committed  fome  aclion  which,  after  the  commiffion,  did  not  entirely  approve 
itfelf  to  his  confcience :  and  thus  wrefting  a  well-known  text  in  fcripture 
from  its  original  intention,  and  applying  it  to  his  own  cafe,  he  thought  he 
could  not  make  a  more  fuitable  atonement  than  by  ridding  himfelf  of  the 
offending  member.  — Whatever  the  caufe,  the  effecl  was  certainly  an  extraor- 
dinary one.  —  The  reader  will  probably  recoiled!  fome  other  narratives  (how 
far  real  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,)  of  nearly  the  fame  import.  This  how- 
ever is  exaclly  true  in  every  circumftance.  Related  to  the  author  by  many 
perfons  of  this  town,  all  agreeing  in  the  main  circumftances  of  the  facl,  it 
was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  furgeon  who  dreffed  the  wound  ;  who  had 
every  particular  from  the  man  himfelf,  excepting  only  a  certain  information 
of  the  motive  by  which  he  was  urged  to  this  exploit. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

EMINENT   PERSONS   WHO   HAVE   BEEN   BORN   AT,   OR  HAVE 

RESIDED   IN,  EVESHAM. 

HAVING  thus  conduced  the  reader  through  what  may  be  entitled  the 
modern  antiquities  of  this  place,  it  will  be  fome  fatisfadion  to  remount, 
for  a  time,  to  its  real  and  genuine  archaeology  :  in  giving  fome  farther  ac- 
count of  thofe  abbots,  or  other  monafb'cs,  who  were  eminent  either  for  their 
munificence,  their  wifdom,  or  their  virtue,  The  materials  afforded  us  for 
this  undertaking  are,  though  entirely  new  to  the  public,  yet  often  both  mi- 
nute and  trifling.*  The  addition  of  a  cope,  a  chefable,  or  embroidered  veft- 
ment  to  the  Abbey-flock,  is  fometimes  the  whole  they  will  furnifh.  But  on 
fuch  information,  when  drawn  from  authentic  fources,  and  noted  down  by 
antiquity  itfelf,  a  true  antiquary  will  fix  his  eye  with  fatisfadion.  Nor  will, 
it  is  hoped,  a  common  reader  regard  it  without  fome  degree  of  approbation, 
when  he  finds  thefe  minute  tranfadions  aicribed  to  characters  of  diftinguifhed 
piety  and  benevolence. 

Next  after  the  founder,  of  whom  what  fcanty  particulars  antiquity  could 
furnifh  have  already  been  given,  Ailfward,  who  was  made  abbot  by  Ethelred 
II.  in  1014,  was  one  of  the  belt  and  mofl  adive  of  thefe  monaltic  rulers; 
a  great  improver  of  the  condition  of  his  convent ;  and  a  very  learned  and 
virtuous  man.  By  his  exertions  was  the  infatiable  Godwin  finally  expelled 
from  the  monaftery,  and  all  its  poffeffions  recovered.  He  was  probably  a 
Dane  by  extraction,  being  related  to  Canute  the  great ;  and  when  the  latter 
fucceeded  to  the,Englifh  throne,  was  made  by  him  bifhop  of  London.  He 

did 

*  They  are  all  extracted  from  one  of  the  Abbey  Regifters  in  the  Mufeum,  and  were  referved 
for  this  part  of  the  work  as  the  fitteft  place  for  minute  hiftory. 
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did  not  however  defert  his  convent.  At  his  entreaties,  Canute  prefented 
the  Evefham  monaftery  with  the  valuable  relics  of  St.  Wyftan,  and  alfo  with 
a  black  chefable  of  the  mod:  coftly  fort,  with  all  its  appending  ornaments. 
Atlfward  himfelf  purchafed  for  his  convent  the  relics  of  St.  Odulfus,  which 
fome  traders  in  that  commodity  were,  at  that  time,  carrying  to  London  for 
fale.  Thefe  relics  which,  in  the  prefent  times,  we  fhould  find  it  difficult 
to  difpofe  of  at  an  equal  price  with  broken  glafs  or  rufty  iron,  even  to  the 
manufacturers  of  hartfhorn,  were  doubtlefs,  in  thefe  early  periods,  valued  at 
an  exorbitant  rate.  The  remains  of  the  two  faints  afterward  occupied  two 
magnificent  fhrines  in  the  Abbey  church,  and  frill,  in  all  likelihood,  lie  bu- 
ried in  its  ruins.  This  abbot  however  gave  what  was  much  better,  —  many 
books  both  of  divinity  and  grammar  to  his  monaftery,  the  names  of  which 
are  not  handed  down.  He  likewife  ably  vindicated  his  foundation  again!! 
the  encroachments  of  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  and,  as  already  mentioned 
in  the  beginning  of  this  work,  firft  obtained  that  a  monk  of  this  houfe  fhould 
be  created  dean  of  the  whole  vale  of  Eve/ham,  with  independent  jurifdidion 
over  it.  Ailjward  died  6  kalends  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  1044,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  Ramfey  in  Huntingdonfhire. 

Mannms,  or  as  he  is  called  in  the  regifter,  Mamn'ms,  his  fuccefibr,  was  by 
no  means  inferior  to  Ailfward  in  efTential  qualifications,  and  in  perfonal  ac- 
quirements was  far  fuperior  to  him.  He  was  fkilled  in  moit  of  the  fine  arts, 
if  they  could  then  be  called  fo,  and,  which  is  Angular  enough,  was  the  beft 
goldfmith  in  the  kingdom.  He  began  and  lived  to  finiib,  fays  the  regifter, 
a  much  finer,  and  more  elaborately-conflruded  church  than  that  which 
Evejham  before  poiTelTed  :  but  it  feems  more  probable  he  only  completed  that 
which  Ofward  began  about  one  hundred  years  before.  He  built  a  fhrine  for 
St.  Egwin  of  gold  fet  with  precious  ftones,  of  which  the  fame  regifter  relates 
a  circumftance  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  record,  fo  much  does  it  referable  the  fic- 
tions of  enchantment :  —  That  in  this  fhrine  three  jewels  were  fo  placed  as  to 
throw  a  Jirong  light  over  great  part  of  the  church.  This  excellent  lapidary 
alfo  formed  fhrines  for  the  remains  of  St.  Odulfus,  and  St.  Credan  one  of  the 
former  abbots.  He  wrote  and  illuminated  with  his  own  hand  a  miffal,  and  a 
large  pfaltery  ;  and  performed  many  other  uleful  and  elegant  works  of  the 

fame 
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fame  kind.  After  fome  time,  falling  into  a  lingering  illnefs,  he  refigned  his 
charge  to  the  verfatile  Egelwin,  who,  fays  the  regifter,  appointed  two  perfons 
of  high  eftimation  in  the  convent,  with  feveral  inferior  fervants,  to  attend 
his  benefactor:  frequently  himfelf  vifiting  him  with  great  refped  and  humble 
veneration  ;  nor,  while  Mannius  was  alive,  would  he  be  called  abbot  of 
Eve/ham,  though  he  acled  in  all  refpeds  as  fuch. 

With  this  Egelwin,  his  worthy  fucceffor,  we  have  already  made  fome  ac- 
quaintance, and  feen  how  he  contrived  to  joftle  his  neighbours  out  of  their 
poffeffions.  AH  was  however  for  the  good  of  the  church,  and  the  monks  fail 
not  to  heap  on  him  the  higheft  encomiums.  Several  other  inftances  are  given 
of  this  man's  dexterity  in  temporal  affairs,  which  mew  that  his  abilities  were 
extenfively  employed,  and  that  he  often  acled  both  as  a  kind  of  counfel,  and 
even  as  a  judge,  in  matters  that  did  not  concern  his  own  convent.  His  be- 
nefactions to  the  Abbey,  (if  thofe  can  be  called  fuch  which  were  probably 
drawn  from  its  own  revenues,)  were  very  considerable.  He  gave  it  veft- 
ments,  of  all  the  various  kinds ;  a  large  crofs  ;  and  an  altar  beautifully  inlaid 
with  gold  and  filver.  He  alfo  built  a  very  handfome  chapel,  and  dedicated 
it  to  St.  Nicholas.  A  large  wax-taper  was  by  him  appointed  to  burn  all  night 
on  the  principal  feftivals.  At  the  time  he  was  made  abbot  there  were  only 
twelve  monks:  this  number  he  enlarged  to  thirty-fix;  and,  by  his  dextrous 
management  in  acquiring  new  lands  and  poffeffions,  he  was  better  able  to  fup- 
port  them  all,  than  his  predeceffors  had  been  to  provide  for  the  former  li- 
mited number.  He  died  22  kalends  of  March,  1077,  and  is  faid  to  have 
left  a  large  fupply  of  money  for  building  a  new  church. 

His  immediate  fucceffor  Walter  was  the  firft  Norman  abbot,  and  a  very 
learned  and  able  man.  William  the  firft  was  by  no  means  deficient  in  judg- 
ment and  difcrimination  of  character ;  and  though  he  took  fufficient  care  to 
difplace  all  the  Saxon  prelates  as  foon  as  poffible,  he  always  provided  them 
fucceffors  of  great  worth  and  ability.  It  is  indeed  the  higheft  compliment  to 
Egelwins  good  management  and  fkilful  tiimming,  that  he  preferved  his  ftation 
fo  long  after  the  conqueft.  This  Walter,  with  the  money  Egelwin  had  left, 
built  the  crypts  and  the  reft  of  the  church,  as  far  as  the  tranfept,  excepting 

Kk  the 
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the  tower ;  in  which  laft  he  proceeded  no  farther  than  the  fupporting  arches, 
and  the  firft  ftory.  He  made  a  vineyard  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water. 
Many  books  were  by  him  given  to  the  convent.  On  the  other  hand  the 
monks  complain  that  both  Walter,  and  his  fucceffor  Robert,  much  enriched 
their  relations  and  dependants  with  the  fpoils  of  the  Abbey.  Walter  died  13 
kalends  of  February,  1086. 

Reginald,  who  became  abbot  in  the  year  1122,  was  a  great  builder.  His 
predeceffor  Mauritius  had  juft  erecled  what  was,  at  the  time  the  regifter  was 
written,  called  the  old  chapter-houfe,  a  dormitory,  and  a  locutory,  with  a 
chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  annexed.  Reginald  added  to  thefe 
a  ftrong  wall  feparating  the  Abbey  from  the  town.  Of  the  former  eredions 
even  the  fite  is,  at  prefent,  a  deiideratum :  the  latter,  in  fome  meafure,  ftill 
exifts.  He  continued  Walters  labours,  and  proceeded  to  build  the  nave  of 
the  great  church.  The  old  refedory,  another  more  regular  locutory,  with 
a  chapel  annexed  to  it,  a  hall  with  a  chamber  over  it  for  the  reception  of 
guefts,  and  the  great  kitchen  were  part  of  his  labours.  He  made  alfo  the 
great  crofs,  and  built  a  magnificent  roof,  or  tabernacle,  over  the  fhrine  of 
the  founder.  He  gave  two  thuribles,  or  cenfors,  and  two  large  candlefticks 
of  filver  gilt.  He  caufed  to  be  founded  (as  was  before  mentioned,)  the 
two  great  bells  Benedicl,  and  his  compeer ;  and  the  fmall  bells  Gloucejler,  and 
his  compeer.  But  it  would  be  tedious,  even  to  the  minuter  antiquary,  to 
relate  all  the  benefaclions,  or,  as  the  monks  call  them,  the  good  adts  of  this 
abbot.    He  died  in  September,  1 149. 

Adam,  the  next  abbot  excepting  one,  was  at  leaft  an  equal  benefaclor ; 
and  the  good  monks  have  been  at  leaft  equally  minute  in  their  gratitude  to 
him.  His  firft  care  was  to  finifh  the  elaborate  fhrine  of  St.  Egwin  ;  to  make 
an  aquaducl,  and  a  lavatory ;  in  the  completion  of  which  much  money  was 
expended,  and  feveral  benefaclors  contributed.  He  alfo  founded  the  two 
biggeft  bells  Jefus,  and  Gloriofus ;  furnifhed  a  red  cope  embroidered  with  the 
figures  of  birds  in  gold,  and  a  variety  of  other  ecclefiaftical  ornaments.  A 
new  teftament,  and  the  old  one  with  a  commentary,  were  among  his  acquifi- 
tions  of  this  kind.  He  built  a  large  granary,  a  bake-houfe,  the  old  in- 
firmary 
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firmary  where  now  is  the  abbot's  chamber,  and  a  private  dormitory.  The 
grange  at  Offenham,  feveral  other  houfes  there,  together  with  the  fifh-pools, 
the  apartment  adjacent  to  the  infirmary,  and  the  reading-defk  in  the  chap- 
ter-houfe  are  all  of  his  performance.  He  finifhed  the  cloifter  begun  by  the 
abbots  Mauritius  and  Reginald,  and  completed  the  nave  of  the  church,  by  the 
affifbnce  of  the  dean  of  Wells,  and  other  well-difpofed  perfons.  The  Abbey 
was  by  him  enriched  and  beautified  by  a  great  number  of  glafs  windows, 
in  almofl:  every  part.  He  purchafed  two  hides  of  land  at  Newenham  for  one 
hundred  marks,  from  a  perfon  called  de  Watteville.  Here  the  regifter  con- 
firms what  was  before  faid  of  his  having  made  the  cup  which  was,  by  his  fuc- 
cefTor,  paid  in  ranfom  of  Richard  I.  But  this,  as  was  then  obferved,  could 
not  have  been  purpofely  done  without  the  gift  of  prefcience  ;  and  therefore 
was  not  a  circumftance  worth  recording.  This  abbot  acquired  to  his  office 
the  privilege  of  wearing  all  the  epifcopal  ornaments,  excepting  the  ring;  and 
obtained  a  favourable  decree  from  the  pope  concerning  the  independent  ju- 
rifdiclion  of  the  Abbey.  He  appointed  that  a  large  wax-light  mould  burn 
perpetually  before  the  great  altar,  and  the  tombs  of  the  faints.  "  On  this 
account,"  (fays  the  old  record,)  »■*  although  the  former  abbots  were  very  re- 
ligious and  well  difpofed  perfons,  this  abbot  is  faid  above  all  of  them  to  have 
reformed  the  order."    He  died  2  ides  of  November,  1 191. 

Roger  Korreys,  who  came  next,  did  nothing,  as  was  formerly  obferved,  but 
dlfcompofe  the  order  ;  but  his  fucceffor  Randulf,  prior  of  Worcefter,  fet  every 
thing  again  to  lights.  He  gave  the  profits  of  Blnton  (which  I  did  not,  from 
the  information  derived  from  Habington's  papers,  before  fuppofe  had  con- 
tinued fo  long  with  the  Abbey,)  to  the  ufes  of  the  infirmary.  So  many  cir- 
cumftances  have  been  related  of  this  abbot,  both  in  the  fhort  fketch 
already  given  of  his  life,  and  in  his  paper  of  inftitutes,  that  it  will  be  fuper- 
fiuous  to  dwell  much  larger  on  his  adions.  Some  curious  veftments  he  ac- 
quired fhall  be  briefly  enumerated.  He  iuinifhed  the  church  of  Evejham  with 
three  beautiful  copes ;  one  of  white  filk  embroidered  with  gold  ;  a  chefable 
of  the  fame  make  ;  another  cope  of  red  fatin  figured  with  horfes  of  gold  and 
grifrms ;  and  a  third  of  green  fatin  with  figures  of  angels  bearing  cenfors,  of 
leopards,  and  golden  flowers.    He  procured  alfo  a  ftole,  with  a  maniple  of 

Kk  2  purple 
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purple  filk  fringed  with  gold,  a  dalmatica,  and  a  pall,  all  interwoven  with 
gold.  To  thefe  were  added  a  paftoral  ftafF of  very  rich  workmanfhip.  This 
fhewy  abbot  bought  alfo  a  very  large  ring  to  be  worn  at  mafs,  a  mitre,  and 
another  ftill  richer  cope  of  embroidered  fatin,  with  the  figures  of  angels  bear- 
ing cenfors,  and  of  griffins  in  gold. — But  to  this  finery  there  is  no  end.  One 
more  iet  of  veftments  alone  fhall  be  noticed,  which  feem  to  exceed  all  the 
reft.  He  furnifhed  for  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  a  chefable  of  red  fatin  fpotted 
with  golden  ftars,  and  two  ftoles,  with  maniples  of  golden  fringe  and  filver 
bells  appending  to  it ;  one  of  which  is  in  the  chapel  of  the  blefied  Mary,  and 
the  other  kept  in  the  treafury.  Of  table  furniture,  this  abbot  provided  for 
the  refectory  a  magnificent  filver  cup,  and  another  de  mazere  ;*  together  with 
many  filver  fpoons,  and  other  utenfils.  He  bought  alfo  a  receptacle  for  the 
eucharift  ;  two  large  filk  cufhions ;  and  made  three  abbot's  feats.  He  dug  a 
fifh-pool  at  Ombre/leye,  another  at  Ho?ieyborne,  and  built  a  mill  thereon,  and 
a  dove-houfe  on  its  fide.  The  three  mills  of  Ojfenham,  Hampton,  and  Wike- 
wane  were  made  by  him ;  as  alfo  the  fifh-pool  of  BradewelU  with  its  mill.  At 
Eve/ham,  the  fecond  and  third  fifh-pool  were  his  work  :  for  the  firft  is  of  very 
ancient  date.  He  built  the  manor-houfe  of  Ombrejleye,  with  its  dove-cote, 
and  the  houfe  of  Honeyborne.  The  granges  of  Willarfeye,  of  Aldynton,  of 
Wykewane,  of  Eve/ham,  and  of  Lenchwyk,  were  much  improved  by  this  abbot. 
After  building  fix  mills  on  the  manors  belonging  to  the  abbots,  inftead  of 
their  tithes,  he  granted  to  the  almoner  the  whole  profits  of  that  at  Aldynton, 
which  he  had  purchafed  himfelf.  —  More  of  this  minute  hiftory  is  retailed  to 
us  in  the  regifter ;  but  this  will  probably  fuffice  for  the  greater  part  of  readers. 
This  abbot  died  16  kalends  of  January,  1229. 

With  his  fucceflbr  the  active  Thomas  de  Marleburg,  and  his  labours,  we  are 
already  well  acquainted  ;  though  feveral  particulars  are  recorded  of  him  in 
this  regifter  which  the  paper,  before  inferted,  does  not  contain.  None  of 
thefe  are  however  remarkable  enough  to  merit  a  place  here. 

Of  Richard  le  Gras  little  is  mentioned,  but  that  he  procured  for  the  Evejham 
church  a  cope  of  Saracen  work,  called  by  the  odd  name  of  Cautelcope;  that . 

the 

*  This  term  frequently  occurs ;  but  I  do  not  underftand  it. 
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the  great  church  was  dedicated  in  his  time,  A.  D.  1239;  and  that  he  was 
much  employed  in  negotiations  and  embaffies  by  Henry  the  third.  He  died 
5  ides  of  December,  1240. 

The  next  abbot,  Thomas  de  Glouver,  was  not  deficient  in  the  purchafe  of 
copes,  &c  ;  all  which  are  in  the  regifler  minutely  defcribed  as  above.  His 
fuccefTor  Henry  appears  to  have  undertaken  a  much  better  tafk :  —  to  get  rid 
of  a  troublefome  debt  the  convent  had  incurred  ;  partly,  no  doubt,  through 
the  extravagance  of  former  abbots  in  the  purchafe  of  thefe  very  ornaments. 
He  bought  many  farms,  and  applied  their  profits  to  ufeful  purpofes  ;  affign- 
ing  all  the  offerings  made  to  the  holy  crofs  at  Evejham  to  the  fupport  and 
reparation  of  the  church.  A  curious  deed  concerning  an  affignment  of  the 
fame  kind  may  be  found  in  a  former  part  of  this  work.*  Fifty  millings  per 
annum  were  fet  apart  by  this  man,  out  of  an  eftate  he  had  bought  of  one 
Radulf  de  Bretforton,  to  the  fupport  of  a  chaplain,  to  pray  daily  for  pardon 
of  the  convent's  negligences  in  celebrating  divine  fervice.  Of  this  deed  the 
title  only  is  inferted  in  the  Abbey  appendix  ;  but  the  purport  of  it  might  in- 
duce one  to  fuppofe  the  turbulence  of  the  times  had  begun  to  affect  the 
difcipline  of  the  convent,  which  fuffered  a  total  interruption  by  the  fubfe- 
quent  events.  This  abbot  gave  many  veffments,  of  which  I  will  give  a  fhort 
fpecimen.  He  furnifhed  three  copes,  one  of  red  filk,  worked  by  hand  with 
white  doves  and  lilies  of  gold,  and  another  made  of  Baudekin,  with  golden 
fcallops  and  lily-flowers  of  red  filk.  A  third  of  red  fa  tin,  which  the  chap- 
lains of  the  abbot  ufe  when  he  himfelf  is  dreffed  for  the  altar.  He  acquired 
moreover  two  chefables  ;  one  of  red  filk,  alfo  worked  by  hand  with  white 
doves  in  the  hinder  part,  and  another  of  white  Baudekin,  with  birds  of  gold, 
having  their  beaks  of  violet-coloured  filk. — There  is  more  of  this  in  the 
regifler,  but  with  fo  little  variety,  that  it  may  be  omitted  without  much  lofs 
to  the  reader.    Henry  died  in  November,  1263. 

In  the  following  year  happened  the  battle  of  Lewes,  quickly  fucceeded  by 
that  of  Evejham,  This  latter  event  feems  to  have  disjointed  every  thing  in 
this  Abbey,  which  remained  without  a  ruler  for  about  three  years. — Leaving 

there  foie 

*  Page  120. 
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therefore  thefe  abbots  for  a  time,  let  us  advert  to  feveral  of  the  monks  who 
lived  about  this  period,  and  were  very  eminent  for  ufeful  fcience,  or  fldll  in 
the  fine  arts. 

The  fiift,  in  order  of  time,  is  Walter  Odington,  a  monk  of  Evefham,  who 
was  very  remarkable  for  his  profound  knowledge  in  mufic,  aftronomy,  and 
mathematics  in  general,  in  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  century.  Stevens, 
in  his  Supplement,  has  very  abfurdly  difunited  the  two  names  of  this  man, 
and  fpeaks  of  Walter  and  Odington  as  two  diftincl  perfons,  both  however 
monks  of  this  houfe.  We  may  fafely  reunite  thefe  two  factitious  perfonages, 
and  apply  what  he  fays  of  both  to  this  monk  alone. — "  Walter  monk  of 
Evefham,  a  man  of  a  facetious  wit,  who  applying  himfelf  to"  literature,  left 
he  mould  fink  under  the  labours  of  the  day,  the  watching  at  night,  and  con- 
tinual obfervance  of  regular  difcipline,  ufed  at  fpare  hours  to  divert  himfelf 
with  the  decent  and  commendable  diverfion  of  mufic,  to  render  himfelf  the 
more  cheerful  for  other  duties.  Whether  this  application  to  mufic  drew  him 
off  from  other  ftudies  I  know  not,  but  there  appears  no  other  work  of  his 
than  a  piece  entitled  —  Of  the  Speculation  of  Mufic" — Farther  on,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Odington,  as  of  another  perfon,  he  informs  us  that  "  he  Was  famous  in 
his  time  for  philofophy  and  mathematics,  and  is  faid  to  have  written  —  Of 
the  Motion  of  the  Planets,  and  —  Of  the  Changes  in  the  Atmofphere."* 

The  above  apology  for  Walters  application  to  mufic  is  (as  a  late  elegant 

writer 

*  Fuller,  in  his  Worthies,  has  an  odd  flight  concerning  this  ingenious  monk.  —  "  Walter  of 
Evcfbam  was  bora  thereabouts,  and  bred  therein  a  Benedi&ine  monk.  His  harmonious  mind  ex- 
pretTcd  itfelf  in  its  love  of  mufic,  wherein  he  attained  to  great  eininency,  and  wrote  a  learned  book 
in  that  faculty.  But  here  bilious  Bale  [cent.  18.  num.  100.]  lets  fly  without  fear,  tthorgh  not 
-without  fome  wit,)  inveighing  againft  all  mufic  in  churches,  pretending  to  produce  a  pair-royal  of 
fathers  for  his  opinion,  viz.  St.  Jerome  calling  fuch  chanting,  theatrales  modulos ;  Gregory  term- 
ing it  confuetudincm  reprehenjibilem,  and  Athanafius  flatly  forbidding  it  the  church  for  the  vanity 
thereof.  But  by  Eale's  leave,  fuch  fpeak  not  againft  the  decent  ornament  of  wives,  who  reprove  the 
garifli  attire  of  harlots;  the  abuje,  not  the  ufe,  of  mufic  being  taxed  by  the  fathers  aforefaid.  Our 
Walter  flourished  anno  1240." 
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writer*  on  the  art  juftly  obferves,)  "  entirely  needlefs ;  for  mufic  was,  and 
ftill  is,  fo  much  the  bufinefs  of  a  Romifh  prieft,  that  to  be  ignorant  of  it  dif- 
qualifies  him  for  his  profeflion."  This  indefatigable,  as  well  as  elegant  hifto- 
rian,  took  the  trouble  minutely  to  examine  the  MS.  production  on  mufic  of 
this  Walter,  which  ftill  fubfifts  in  Bennet  Library,  at  Cambridge.  It  will  per- 
haps be  fome  gratification  to  a  mujical  reader  if  I  follow  this  writer  through 
his  refearches  concerning  this  old  production  ;  —  confident  that  a  lover  of 
humanity  will  pardon  an  author  who  fteals  a  few  hours  from  unpleafing  re- 
flections on  the  turbulent  degeneracy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  dedi- 
cates them  to  an  art  that  breathes  only  tranquility  and  benevolence. 

The  title  of  this  MS.  is — Walterus  Monachus  Evejhamice  de  Speculatione  Mujic<£* 
The  firft  page,  only,  has  been  injured  by  time,  and  fome  vacuities  have  been 
left  by  the  fcribe,  which  feem  intended  to  have  been  filled  up  with  red  ink. 
The  work  is  divided  into  fix  books. 

The  firft  contains  ten  chapters,  on  the  divifion  of  the  fcale,  and  harmonica! 
proportions.  ^ 

The  fecond  part  confifts  of  eighteen  chapters.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  an 
eulogium  on  mufic,  in  which  he  defcants  on  the  nine  Mufes  and  their  attri- 
butes ;  fpeaks  of  David's  power  over  the  fpirit  of  Saul,  by  means  of  his  harp ; 
quotes  Clemens  Alexandrinus ,  but. not  in  Greek;  and  after  giving  the  invention 
of  inftruments  to  T ubal,  relates  the  manner  in  which  Pythagoras  difcovered 
harmonical  proportions  by  the  weights  of  a  blackfmith's  hammers.  Speaks 
of  major  and  minor  femitones,  and  of  the  Comma.  He  has  a  long  chapter 
on  the  proportions  of  the  major  and  minor  thirds :  here  he  takes  occafion  to 
defcribe  the  different  kinds  of  human  voices,  from  the  fhrill  cries  of  the  in- 
fant to  the  deep  and  dying  groans  of  an  old  man  ;  but  mentions  not  thofe  of 
the  cajlratn  Accounts  for  the  thirds  having  been  regarded  as  difcords  by  the 
ancients  who  adhered  to  the  proportions  of  Pythagoras ;  and  fays,  that  to 

pleafe 

•  Dr.  Burney  in  his  general  Hiftory  of  Mufic ;  [vol.  a.  p.  156.]  whofe  words  are  chiefly  made 
tife  of  in  the  following  account  of  Odington's  MS. 
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pleafe  in  harmony  they  muft  neceffarily  be  altered,  or,  as  it  was  afterwards 
called,  tempered.  In  his  feventeenth  chapter  he  gives  a  lift  of  the  lefs  per- 
fect double  founds,  or  the  concordant  difcords ;  and  thefe  he  fays  are  fix:  the 
major  and  minor  third  ;  the  major  fixth  ;  the  two  tenths,  or  octaves  of  the 
thirds  ;  and  the  diapafon  and  diateffaron,  or  eleventh. 

The  third  part  is  chiefly  fpeculative,  and  confined  to  harmonics:  forming 
the  fcale,  and  dividing  the  monochord  by  numbers,  and  giving  rules  for  the 
proportions  of  organ  pipes,  and  the  calling  of  bells.  His  chapter  De  Organls 
componendi  is  manifeftly  defigned  for  the  proportions  of  pipes  in  the  injirument 
called  an  organ*  not  the  organum,  or  fecond  voice  part  in  difcant,  of  which 
he  treats  feparately  in  his  laft  book.  This,  and  his  chapter  De  Cymbalis 
faciendis,  or  carting  of  bells,  are  curious,  and  the  firft  inft  ructions  of  the  kind 
that  have  been  met  with  in  the  manufcripts  of  the  middle  ages.  The  laft 
chapter  of  this  book  is  De  T ropis,  by  which  he  means  the  ecclefiaftical  modes, 
which  he  gives  with  their  Greek  names,  in  a  literal  notation. 

The  fourth  part  concerns  poetical  feet  and  rhythms  more  than  mufic. 

After  this  the  MS.  is  continued  in  a  different  and  more  difficult  hand- 
writing, in  which  the  abbreviations  are  utterly  unlike  the  former  part.  Much 
practice  in  this  way  had  however  enabled  the  hiftorian  to  proceed  in  his  ex- 
amination, which  he  thus  continues  : 

Part  the  fifth  contains  eighteen  chapters,  which  are  in  general  very  curious 
and  uncommon.  In  one  of  them  entitled  De  Signis  Vocum,  he  gives  us  an 
account  of  the  characters  ufed  in  noting  down  the  chanting,  or  plain-fong, 
in  his  own  times,  which  are  totally  different  from  thofe  which  occur  in  any 
other  author.  This  notation  does  not  exprefs  merely  the  elevation  or  de- 
preffion  of  a  fingle  found,  but  entire  intervals  or  fhort  paffages,  and  even 

the 

*  Walter  alfo  gives  us,  in  this  work,  fome  account  of  the  firft  introdu&ion  of  the  organ  into 
Europe.  He  Jays  that  "  in  the  year  757  an  inftrutuent  of  this  kind  was  firft  of  ail  feat  into  France, 
to  king  Pepin,  by  the  Greek  emperor." 
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the  inflexions  of  the  voice,  in  almoft  every  fpecies  of  interval,  by  a  {ingle 
character.  The  terms  he  ufes  are  —  Punttum,  for  a  {Ingle  note  ;  BlfpunStum, 
for  two  notes  defcending ;  Tripun&um,  for  three ;  Blconpun&is,  for  five 
afcending  regularly,  and  again  defcending  ;  and  fp  on,  in  a  way  that  cannot 
eafily  be  underftood  without  reference  to  the  MS.  or  this  hiftorian's  full  and 
clear  account  of  it.  He  fpeaks  afterwards  of  that  kind  of  notation,  the  in- 
vention of  which  is  attributed  to  Guido,  but  without  mentioning  that  author. 
—  The  reft  of  the  book  is  employed  in  defcribing  different  forts  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  chants,  and  in  giving  rules  for  compofing  them.  Of  thefe  he  gives  fome 
fpecimens  which  appear  more  florid  than  are  ufually  found  in  miflkls  of  the 
fame  period.  "This"  (adds  the  hiftorian,)  "  feems  the  moft  complete  de- 
fcription  and  notation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  chant  that  I  have  found  in  any 
author  of  equal  antiquity." 

In  the  fixth,  and  laft  part,  he  treats  of  the  Cantus  Menfurabllls,  or  meafured- 
fong  ;  which,  fays  this  author,  will  fill  up  a  chafm  in  the  hiftory  of  that  im- 
portant part  of  mufic,  which  has  been  left  void  by  all  other  treatifes  I  have 
been  able  to  confult.  Here  he  gives  rules  for  organizing,  or  mufic  in  parts ;  and 
for  the  compofition  of  figurative  mufic,  —  meaning,  I  apprehend,  its  meqfured 
notation.  The  chapters  are  on  the  following  fubjecls:  BeLongis,  Brevtbus,  et 
Semibrevibus ;  Be  Plicls;  ^uot  modlsLonga  perfebia  et  imperfecta  dlcltur;  Be  Paufis; 
Be  Llgaturis,  kc.  Of  all  which,  as  well  as  their  combinations  in  Meafured 
Mufic,  he  fpeaks  in  a  very  ample  and  fatisfaclory  manner. 

In  one  of  the  chapters  of  this  laft  part,  which  treats  of  the  perfect  and 
imperfecl  modes,  and  their  mutations,  he  compares  mufical  Times  to  poetical 
Feet,  in  a  more  full,  clear,  and  ingenious  manner,  than  has  been  done  fmce 
by  any  other  writer. 

The  author  declares  in  his  laft  chapter,  that  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  feverity  of  faftidious  critics  ;  as  his  intention  was  not  fo  much  to  invent 
rules  of  his  own,  as  to  collecl  the  precepts  and  opinions  of  his  predeceffors. 
However,  he  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  that  fuggefted  a  fhorter  note  than 
the  femibreve,  though  he  did  not  give  it  a  form  :  for  in  the  firft  chapter  of 
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the  laft  book,  we  have  the  following  paffage : — "  I,  firft  of  all,  have  divided 
the  femibreve  into  three  parts,  which  I  call  minims,  ftill  retaining  the  figure 
of  the  femibreve,  left  I  mould  feem  to  depart  from  the  dodfrine  of  others." 
—  The  text  is  much  abbreviated  here,  and  difficult  to  decipher  ;  however, 
he  certainly  fpeaks  of  fmaller  portions  of  time  than  the  femibreve ;  of  which, 
no  mention  being  made  of  them  in  other  tra&s,  he  feems  to  have  been  the 
inventor. 

The  mufical  examples  in  this  tracl  are  (as  we  underftand  from  its  able  in- 
fpedor,)  very  incorrecl,  and  frequently  inexplicable;  owing  to  the  ignorance 
of  mufic  in  tranfcribers.  But  if  this  MS.  were  ccrreded,  and  fuch  of  the 
examples  as  are  recoverable,  regulated  and  reftored,  it  would  be  the  moft 
ample,  fatisfaclory,  and  valuable,  which  the  middle  ages  can  boaft.  Here 
the  curious  enquirer  into  the  ftate  of  mufic  at  this  early  period  may  difcover 
not  only  what  progrefs  our  countrymen  had  made  in  the  art  themfelves,  but 
the  chief  part  of  what  was  known  elfewhere. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  acquire  any  biographic  information  concerning 
this  monk  ;  not  even  the  date  of  his  admiffion  into  the  monaftery,  or  of  his 
death.  But  his  mufical  treatife  has  been  fo  much  extolled  by  the  excellent 
judge  I  have  juft  cited, — is  of  fo  early  a  date,  and  withal  fo  fcarce  and  in- 
acceflible,  —  that  it  feemed  incumbent  on  an  hiftorian  of  this  Abbey  to  allow 
it  more  confideration  than  is  ufual  in  works  of  the  prefent  kind. 

About  the  fame  period,  or  rather  later,  there  were  two  other  monks  of 
this  foundation  in  confiderable  eftimation  for  fcience.  Hugh  de  Evejham  was 
either  a  native,  or  monk  of  this  place,  probably  both  ;  and  was  accounted 
the  firft  phyfician  of  his  age.  A  difpute  arifing  at  Rome  concerning  fome  me- 
dical queftion,  he  was  fent  for  by  pope  Martin  IV.  who  was  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  his  fkill  as  to  create  him  a  cardinal,  in  the  year  1280.  The  Italians  how- 
ever envied  him  his  preferment ;  and  are  faid  to  have  poifoned  him,  about 
1287.  He  was  buried  at  Rome.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  had  pafTed 
through  the  preferments  of  archdeacon  of  Worcefter,  reclor  of  Spqfford  in 
Yorkfhire,  prebend  of  York,  and  proclor  for  the  arehbifhop  of  York,  at 

Rome. 
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Rpme.  Some  medical  and  theological  MSS.  of  his  are,  according  to  Leland, 
ftill  extant  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  at  Oxford. 

Elias  de  Evejham,  who  flourifhed  about  the  fame  time,  was  eminent  as  a 
biographer  and  hiftorian.  He  was  of  good  family,  and  expected  an  ample 
patrimony  :  but  either  through  fome  difappointment  in  his  expeditions,  or 
perhaps  merely  a  love  of  lludy  and  retirement,  he  became  a  monk  of  this 
foundation.  He  wrote  a  chronicle,  and  the  life  of  Becket ;  which  latter  work 
Leland  affirms  that  he  met  with  in  Whitby-abbey.  A  perfon  of  the  fame 
name,  and  probably  this  very  monk,  is  known  to  have  been  prefented,  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  king  John,  to  a  prebend  of  Hereford, 

Two  other  monks  are  mentioned  by  hiftorians  as  of  fome  eminence,  con- 
liderably  after  this  period  :  but  few  particulars  of  them  are  handed  down  to 
us.  One  of  them  is  by  Hearne  fuppofed  to  have  written  the  Life  of  Richard 
II.  which  that  antiquary  found  among  the  Cotton  MSS.  and  publifhed  in  the 
year  1729.  The  other,  whofe  name  is  known  to  have  been  Jqfeph,  wrote  a 
collection  of  letters  ;  two  infipid  ones  of  which  collection  Hearne  publifhed  at 
the  end  of  the  biographic  work  above-mentioned. 

By  the  author  of  the  Speculum  Anghrum,  which  feems  little  more  than  an 
abridgement  of  Fuller,  another  monk  of  this  houfe  is  mentioned,  whofe  name 
appears  to  have  been  John  Cumin.  This  man  became  firft  archbifhop  of  Dub- 
lin, and  was,  by  one  of  the  popes,  afterwards  made  a  cardinal.  No  dates  or 
farther  particulars  are  given ;  nor  is  any  inftance  of  his  eminence  in  fcience 
or  literature  pointed  out. 

It  is  now  time  to  return  once  more  to  our  abbots.  — The  regifter  feems  to 
expand  as  it  proceeds  into  more  modern  periods  ;  and,  befide  throwing  new 
light  on  the  difficult  fubject  of  the  revenue,  details  many  other  curious  par- 
ticulars.— William  de  Wytechyrche  was,  in  the  autumn  of  1266,  made  abbot 
by  the  legate  Ottoboni.  This  man  feems  to  have  added  much  to  the  income 
of  the  Abbey.  He  acquired  a  confiderable  eftate  at  Dereford,  together  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  there,  and  afligned  it  to  the  almery;  with  however 
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a  refeivation  for  the  expences  of  his  own  anniversary,  in  which  thefe  digni- 
taiksfeem  now  to  become  very  oftentatious.  He  purchafed  many  rents  in 
Evejham,  Bengworth,  Baddeby,  and  Ombrejleye ;  from  which  aifo  he  fet  apart 
twenty  millings  annually,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  He  bought  moreover  the 
manor  of  Bengeworth  of  William  Beaucliamp,  earl  of  Warwick,  with  all  its  ap- 
pendages. Many  charters  of  confirmation  drawn  up  by  this  abbot  may  be 
found  in  the  regifter ;  among  which  is  one  affigning  a  newly  acquired  rent  of 
feventy  millings  per  annum  to  the  maintenance  of  an  immenfe  wax-light, 
which  was  to  burn  in  wafte  before  the  fhrines  of  the  faints ;  and  a  lamp  of 
equal  magnitude,  to  be  fixed  before  the  crofs  on  the  pulpit  of  the  great 
church.  —  He  did  not  neglect  to  add  to  its  finery.  —  A  cope  of  purple  fatin, 
with  vine-branches  worked  in  gold  ;  a  chefable  of  white  filk  ;  and  two  new 
tunicks  of  white  cloth  added  new  fplendor  to  the  former  pomp  or  thefe  mo* 
naflie  peacocks.    He  died  3  nones  of  Auguft,  1272. 

So  much  is  faid,  in  this  record,  of  the  four  fucceeding  abbots,  that  I  muft 
be  careful  to  confine  my  extracts  within  reafonable  limits.  'John  de  Broke- 
hampton,  the  next  abbot,  acquired  by  purchafe,  or  other  means,  the  manor 
of  Seynejbury,  then  worth  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  church.  The  manor  of  Ollebarwe,  worth  twenty  pounds,  with  that  ad- 
vowfon. The  fee  (a  knight's-fee,  as  appears  by  other  accounts,)  of  AJion ; 
and  many  new  rents,  with  fome  farms  at  Evejham.  In  the  manor  of  Baddeby 
and  Kewenham,  no  lefs  than  feventy-eight  millings  advance  was  made  in  the 
rents.  Thirty-five,  together  with  the  acquifition  of  a  windmill,*  at  Honey- 
born.  Twenty-four,  with  another  windmill,  ztWillarfey.  Farther  purchafes 
were  made  at  Bengeworth,  Norton,  the  Littletons,  Hampton,  Hudicote,  Lonynton, 
Baddefeye,  Borouchton,  [Burton,']  and  Twyford.  New  veftments  were  alfo  pro- 
curer!.  A  red  cope,  which  once  belonged  to  William  de  Bqfco ;  another  of 
white  fatin  ;  fix  chefables,  one  of  violet-coloured  filk  ;  another  of  the  fame 
colour,  with  a  reprefentation  of  the  crucifixion  on  its  back  part ;  a  third  of 

a  violet - 

*  This  is  the  firft  mention  of  this  kind  of  machine  that  occurs  in  the  old  records.  No  fuch 
things  are  now  to  be  feen  in  this  country :  their  place  being  better  fupplied  by  a  great  number  of 
water-mills. 
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a  violet-colour,  lined  with  red  fatin  ;  a  fourth  of  white  fatin,  worked  with 
leaves  and  flowers ;  a  fifth  of  the  fame  materials  ;  and  a  fixth  of  violet- 
coloured  filk,  lined  with  red  fatin,  the  fame  which  is  now  kept  in  the  chapel 
of  the  lord-abbot,  were  all  acquired  by  this  man.  Two  tunicks,  with  the 
fame  number  of  dalmaticas  of  violet-coloured  fatin  ;  and  feven  albs,  were 
alfo  added  to  our  wardrobe. — The  fame  abbot  built  the  abbot's  hall,  with  a 
chamber  and  a  chapel;  a  kitchen  with  a  larder  adjoining';  two  new  chambers 
in  the  weftern  part  of  the  Abbey,  with  a  large  liable ;  eight  fumptuous 
granges,  on  fo  many  manors ;  an  apartment  at  Honyborn,  with  a  chapel  ; 
the  chancel  of  the  church  there ;  the  chancels  at  Willarfeye  and  Hampton ; 
the  church  at  Norton ;  two  new  aparments  at  Offenham ;  and  lafily  all  the 
buildings  on  the  manor  of  Willarfeye,  excepting  only  the  great  fiables  there. — 
Some  things  which  follow  in  the  record  cannot  eafily  be  deciphered;  and  furely 
from  what  can,  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  that  in  thofe  times  the  art  of 
Writing  hiftory  confifted  merely  in  detailing  fuch  events,  as  no  one  would 
willingly  read.  But  the  authenticity  of  thefe  old  fragments  of  antiquity,  as 
well  as  the  difficulty  of  reading,  or  procuring  copies  of  them,  will  be  my  befl 
and  only  apology  for  continuing  them,  to  the  utter  indifference  perhaps  of 
nine  tenths  of  my  readers.  —  This  abbot  died,  in  a  good  old  age,  on  the  15 
kalends  of  September,  1316. 

William  de  Chyryton  fucceeded  both  to  his  office,  and  to  his  diligence  in 
encreafing  this  Abbey's  revenues.  The  manors  of  Tatlynton  and  Witheleye 
were  now  added  to  them.  Farms,  lands  of  various  kinds,  and  tenements 
were  acquired  in  Derlyngefcote,  Kyngeley,  Baddefeye,  EveJIiam,  the  Littletons, 
Honyham,  Wikewonford,  (fo  it  is  called  in  the  regifter,)  Bretforton,  Kynewarton, 
Olkbarwe,  and  Bengeworth,  to  a  great  amount.  The  advowfons  of  the  churches 
of  Leylond,  Ombrejleye,  and  Baddeby,  were  alfo  procured  by  this  abbot. — Many 
of  the  minuter  regulations  he  made  in  his  convent  I  mail  pafs  over ;  but 
fome  that  relate  to  the  buildings  of  this  Abbey,  all  now  fo  completely  levelled 
with  the  earth,  mould  be  mentioned. — He  granted,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Hojii- 
lafius,  the  old  apartment  near  the  abbot's  hall,  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  accom- 
modation of  guefls  of  any  religious  order.  He  built  that  moft  ftately  gate  of 
the  Abbey,  with  its  chapels  and  apartments,  all  very  handfomely  embattled 

on 
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on  the  top.  From  this  gate  as  far  as  to  the  Avon,  he  fortified  the  Abbey  on 
that  fide  with  a  ftone  wall.  He  alfo  made  the  two  contiguous  gates  toward  the 
gardens,  with  a  very  pleafantly  fituated  chamber  over  them.  Many  of  the 
granges  were  repaired  or  rebuilt  by  him.  — Nor  did  he  neglect  the  finery.  — 
He  procured  a  chefable,  and  two  tunicks  of  violet-coloured  filk,  with  lily— 
flowers  and  croffes  interwoven,  Alfo  a  very  good  alb,  of  that  kind  of  work 
which  is  called  Whippedwork. — This  is  very  curious:  but  I  mult  appeal  to  my 
female  readers,  if  any  fuch,  and  requeft  a  note  on  this  paffage. — He  laftly 
furnifhed  a  green  alb,  woven  with  golden  ftars.  After  this  he  could  do  no 
better  than  quit  the  ftage,  full  of  years  and  glory  ;  which  he  did  in  Decem- 
ber, 1344. 

William  de  Boys,  the  next  abbot,  is  honoured  with  a  very  jovial  character 
by  the  old  regifter.  *«  He  was"  (it  affirms)  "  a  very  honourable,  affable,  plea- 
fant,  convivial  man  ;  one  who,  by  his  hofpitality,  and  the  liberality  of  his 
prefents,  which  he  knew  how  to  a*pply  at  proper  conjunctures,  was  much 
efteemed,  and  procured  a  number  of  friends."  —  The  account  of  his  orna- 
mental acquifitions  is  very  obfcure  ;  in  great  meafure,  I  luppofe,  from  the 
difficulty  of  reading  the  MS.  it  is  taken  from.  —  He  furnifhed  the  convent 
with  a  good  mitre,  a  paftoral  flaff,  feveral  rings,  *  *  *  *  a  rochet,  a 
dalmatica,  fome  fandals,  et  uno  libro  Pontific.  He  acquired  a  good  cope  of  red 
velvet,  with  figures  ftanding  under  worked  tabernacles,  and  boughs  of  trees, 
in  gold.  Alfo  a  white  cope,  embroidered  with  the  figures  of  griffins,  and  of 
flowers.  Two  embroidered  albs.  A  chefable,  dalmatica,  and  tunick,  like- 
wife  embroidered  in  various  patterns.  He  caufed  to  be  woven  a  very  cu- 
rious piece  of  tapeftry,  with  the  figures  of  mitres,  for  the  abbot's  feat  by  the 
altar^  He  founded  the  two  great  bells  Maria  and  Egwin ;  which  bells  the 
venerable  father,  the  archbifhop  of  Nazareth,  anointed  with  the  holy  crifm.— 
This  abbot  lrmde  an  addition  to  the  burfars  revenue  of  feven  pounds  eleven 
millings  and  three-pence,  in  good  and  lawful  money,  (fays  the  record,)  out 
of  lands  and  tenements  in  Norton,  Neubold,  Baddefeye,  Honyborn,  and  Kyne- 
warton.  Alfo  of  fifty  (hillings  annually,  for  the  falmons  fupplied  from  Pen- 
wortham.  He  ordained  moreover  that  the  burfar  mould  diftribute  to  each 
monk,  who  mould  be  in  a  courfe  of  blood-letting,  certain  fums,  as  is  more 

fully 
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fully  fpecified  in  the  charter. — This  charter  has  been  already  inferted  :*  but 
whether  this  blood-letting  was  merely  on  the  fcore  of  health,  or  in  courle  of 
penance,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  A  circumftance  that  next  occurs*  viz. 
an  allowance  for  the  recreation  of  the  monks,  during  thefe  bleedings,  feems. 
to  indicate  the  former  to  have  been  the  truth.  Many  other  additions  to  the 
offices  are  mentioned,  among  which  is  a  curious  piece  of  information.  The 
fmall  loaves  allowed  daily  to  the  monks,  who  were  performing  penance, 
were,  by  them,  nick-named  trey-quatre  :  a  term  I  muft  leave  to  profounder 
antiquaries  ;  unlefs  we  may  fuppofe  that  thefe  loaves  were  each  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  in  weight.  Some  other  regulations  which  this  abbot  made  are  next 
noticed  ;  but  of  all  thefe  the  original  deeds  or  charters  have  already  been  in- 
ferted,  in  full.f  The  additions  made  by  this  man  to  the  revenue,  though 
chiefly  in  fcattered  parcels  of  land,  8tc.  are  altogether  immenfe,  and  occu- 
pied, in  my  copy  of  the  regifrer,  three  very  clofe  written  pages.  To  infert 
the  whole  would  be  both  tedious  and  unneceffary.  This  abbot  died  8  ides  of 
June,  1367. 

John  de  Ombrefeye,  who  fucceeded,  is  much  celebrated  by  this  regifter; 
which,  contrary  to  its  ufual  cuftom,  grows  quite  eloquent  in  his  praife.  It 
was  probably  ccmpofed  during  his  abbacy.  New  acquirements  were  now  made 
at  Ombrejleye,  Kyngeley,  Eve/ham,  and  Bengwortk.  The  manor  of  Enford  was 
added  to  the  Abbey-polTeffions.— Concerning  his  buildings  it  will  be  proper  to 
be  more  particular.  He  built  at  Ombrejleye,  a  hall,  with  a  chamber  on  the 
eaftern  fide  ;  another  on  the  north  fide  ;  a  (table  out  of  the  gate ;  and  a 
leffer  grange  in  the  outer  court.  He  alfo  built,  at  Offenham,  the  outer  gate 
there,  with  an  apartment  over  it,  and  a  ftable  contiguous  to  it.  At  North 
Lytleton,  he  erected  a  very  large  tythe-barn.  At  Evejham,  in  the  Barton,  he 
built  a  large  dove-houfe. —  He  furniihed  the  convent  with  a  raoft  coftly  paf- 
toralfbff;  a  proceffional  crofs  of  filver,  with  a  portable  itafT  for  it,  of  the 
fame  materials ;  a  large  cenfor  ;  a  leffer  one,  for  the  hand  ;  two  gilded  vef- 
fels  for  the  chrifm,  with  fpoons  of  the  fame  ;  a  pair  of  iilver  bafons  lor  the 
lavatory,  near  the  altar  ;  two  pair  of  filver  phials ;  two  large  filver  candle- 

fticks ; 
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flicks ;  a  fcallop  for  the  fait ;  an  ofculatory  of  peace;  a  pretty  large  bell,  of  fil- 
ver  gilt,  for  the  chapel ;  and  laftly  a  vafe  for  holy  water,  with  a  gold  fprink- 
ler.  But  this  is  not  all.  —  He  procured,  from  the  executors  of  William  late 
bifliop  of  Worcefter,  a  fet  of  veftments  of  cloth  of  gold,  viz.  a  chefable ;  a 
dalmatica;  three  turiicks  ;  a  large  cope,  and  a  fmaller  for  the  chaplain;  two 
more  for  the  two  chanters  of  the  ferviee  ;  an  epifcopal  throne  with  its  cano- 
py ;  and  two  altar-cloths,  of  different  value.  To  crown  the  whole  :  —  a  fet 
of  veftments  of  blue  velvet,  (called  in  the  regifter,  Blew  Velewetlo,)  of  moft 
coftly  work:  being  embroidered  with  gold,  and  fet  with  pearls,  and  precious 
ftones.  He  alfo  bought  a  great  number  of  jewels  to  adorn  a  mitre.  He 
moreover  provided,  for  the  abbot's  table,  fix  filver  dingers  ;  twenty-four 
filver  dimes  ;  as  many  falt-fellars  ;  two  large  filver  dimes,  to  hold  the  pro- 
vision given  away  in  alms ;  two  very  large  falt-fellars ;  and  twenty-four  filver 
fpoons. 

Thus  ends  this  inventory  of  the  abbot's  plate,  and  other  valuables ;  which 
will,  at  leaft,  ferve  to  exemplify,  in  fome  degree,  the  riches  of  this  ftately 
foundation ►  Here  alfo  ends  the  regifter  I  have  hitherto  copied,  leaving  a 
chafm  in  the  MS,  of  feveral  blank  pages,  that  evidently  (hew  it  was  to 
have  been  continued. — We  now  muft  defcend  rather  abruptly  into  modern 
dates,  and  give  fome  particulars  of  celebrated  or  ufeful  characters,  by  many 
generations  nearer  our  own  times. 

John  Feckenham  was  born  of  obfcure  parents,  of  the  name  of  Homan,  or 
Howman,  who  lived  in  the  foreft  of  Feckenham.  From  the  place  of  his  birth 
he  afterward,  as  was  then  cuftomary,  derived  his  name.  He  is  faid  very 
early  in  life  to  have  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  talent,  and  acutenefs  of  under- 
ftanding.  The  monks  of  Evejham,  who  had  fome  privileges  in  that  part  of 
the  county,  and,  like  the  jefuits  in  more  modern  times,  wherever  they  dif- 
covered  uncommon  fagacity  were  willing  to  appropriate  it  to  the'mfelves 
and  the  defence  of  the  church,  perceived  the  forward  parts  of  the  young 
Howman  ;  took  him  to  their  monaftery  ;  and  gave  him  as  good  an  education 
as  the  age  could  afford.  When  eighteen  years  of  age,  they  fent  him  to  finifh 
it  at  Gloucefter-hall  in  Oxford,  at  that  time  a  fort  of  nurfery  of  learning  for 

the 
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the  Benedi&ines.  There  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  much  by  his  talent,  and 
remained  till  he  was  recalled  to  his  monaftery,  and  employed  in  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  juniors  of  the  order.  When  the  Abbey  was  furrendered  to  the 
king's  commiffioners,  on  November  17,  1537,  Feckenham  was  obliged  to  change 
his  fituation ,  with  the  reft ;  and  had  a  penfion  of  one  hundred  florins  fettled 
upon  him.  After  a  fhort  interval,  the  love  of  learning  once  more  allured  him 
to  Oxford,  and  he  refumed  his  ftudies  in  Gloucefter-hall.  Soon  after  he  was 
made  fecretary  to  Dr.  John  Bell,  then  bifhop  of  Worcejler,  from  whom  he 
obtained  a  benefice  fomewhere  in  this  county.  He  became  afterward  chap- 
lain to  the  fanguinary  bifhop  Bonner,  with  whom  he  remained  till  the  year 
1542,  when  both  the  bifhop  and  his  chaplain  were  {hut  up  ;  the  one  in  the 
Marfhalfea,  and  the  other  in  the  Tower.  Here  they  continued  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  but  fome  vehement  partifans  of  po- 
pery (among  whom  a  Mr.  Philip  Hoby*  is  named,)  then  fuppofing  that  Fecken- 
ham's  talents  might  be  of  fervice  to  their  caufe,  procured  his  enlargement, 
merely  for  that  purpofe.  Several  conferences,  or  rather  fet  difputations, 
were,  about  this  time,  held  by  the  champions  of  both  perfuafions.  One  of 
thefe  religious  cockpits  was  at  the  Savoy  ;  another  at  Sir  William  Cecil's  ;  and 
a  third  at  Sir  John  Cheke's :  but  the  moft  remarkable  difpute  happened  at 
Perjhore  ;  where  Feckenham  s  opponent  was  Hooper,  then  bifhop  of  Gloucejler. 
On  queen  Mary's  acceflion,  his  party  once  more  triumphed  for  a  fhort  time; 
and  he  was  made  one  of  her  chaplains,  and  dean  of  St.  Paul's.  A  feeble  and 
fhort-lived  attempt  was  now  begun  to  reflore  the  monafuc  infiitutions. 
Feckenham,  with  about  fixteen  other  Benediclines  whom  he  had  collected 
together  from  various  fituations,  took  poffeffion  of  Weftminfter- abbey,  of 
which  he  was  for  fome  time  the  titular  abbot.  But,  with  all  his  bigotry  for 
a  religion  in  which  he  had  been  born  and  educated,  and  to  which  therefore 
his  propenfity  fcarcely  deferves  that  harfh  appellation,  Feckenham  was  natu- 
rally good  and  benevolent.  He  did  many  kind  and  ufeful  offices  in  behalf 
of  the  poor  proteftants,  who  were  at  this  time  under  perfecution.  He  is  faid 
to  have  interpofed  in  favour  of  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  and  had  the  influence 
to  protect  other  perfons  of  that  party  ;  among  whom  were  the  earl  of  Leices- 
ter, and  Sir  John  Cheke.  Elizabeth  was  not  afterwards  unmindful  of  this  bene- 
fit ;  but,  on  her  acceffion  to  the  crown,  had  much  private  converfation  with 

M  m  Feckenham, 
*  Stevens's  Supplement.  [P,  289.] 
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Fedenham,  and  endeavoured,  by  abundant  perfuafions  and  promifes,*  to 
allure  him  to  conform  to  the  eftablifhment.  Finding  him  obftinate,  fhe 
thought  herfelf  obliged  to  imprifon  him  in  the  Tower.  After  remaining 
there  fome  time  he  was  removed,  and  placed  under  the  cuftody  of  Horn, 
bifhop  oiWlncheJler:  doubtlefs  with  fome  hope  that  able  and  zealous  reformer 
would  have  been  able  to  fhake  his  refolution.  Here  he  remained  all  the  win- 
ter, and,  like  an  unfortunate  bull-finch  under  tuition,  heard  nothing  but 
the  lawjulnefs  of  the  oath  of  fupremacy  perpetually  rung  in  his  ears.  It  had  but 
little  eflfecl  upon  him.  Feckenliam  delivered  his  reafons  for  refuting  to  take 
this  oath,  in  wiiting.  The  bifhop  replied  :  and  an  Englifh  divine  then  in  a 
foreign  univerfity,  Dr.  Staplcton  of  Louvain,  made  up  the  trio.  After  this 
ufelefs  experiment  upon  the  refolute  Feckenliam,  he  was  remanded  to  the 
Tower,  and  from  thence  to  the  Marfhalfea  prifon.  He  was  however,  all 
this  time,  treated  with  a  tendernefs  that  does  much  credit  to  both  parties. 
The  air  of  the  Marfhalfea  not  agreeing  with  him,  he  was  allowed  a  private 
lodging  in  Holborn.  In  1580,  he  was  confined  in  Wfjbech  caftle,  where  he 
died  five  years  after. — Camden,  in  his  annals  of  queen  Elizabeth,  gives  the 
following  fhort  and  candid  character  of  him:  — "  he  was  a  learned  and  good 
man  ;  who  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  life,  by  his  many  public  acls  of  charity  to 
the  poor,  procured  himfelf  univerfal  efteem."  Feckenliam  left  many  books, 
behind  him,  of  which  the  following  lift  has  been  collected  by  Dr.  Kajh: 

A  conference  with  lady  Jane  Dudley.    8vo.  1544.  . 

A  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.    1 553. 

Two  homilies  on  the  Creed.  410. 

A  funeral  oration  for  the  duchefs  of  Parma. 

A  fermon  at  the  exequies  of  Joan  queen  of  Spain.  8vo.  1555. 

A  declaration  of  his  fcruples  concerning  the  oath  of  fupremacy.  1566. 

Objections  to  Mr.  John  Gouglws  fermon  preached  in  the  Tower,  Jan. 
15,  1570. 

A  treatife  with  the  odd  title  of  Caveat  Emptor, 

a  treatife 

*  It  is  faid  fhe  offered  him  the  fee  of  Canterbury, 
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A  treatife  of  the  Eucharift  againft  Hooper.  MS. 

Commentaries  on  the  Pfalms  of  David.  MS. 

A  funeral  fermon  for  queen  Mary.  MS. 

Speech  in  parliament  againft  the  alteration  of  religion.  1559. 

A  letter  to  Cecil.  1564. 

Confeffion  in  Wijbech  caftle.  1580. 

Conference  with  bifhop  Ridley,  in  the  Tower. 

Among  thefe  productions,  his  conference  with  lady  Jane  Dudley,  four  days 
before  her  execution,  is  faid  to  be  excellent  in  its  kind.  Some  few  other 
particulars  of  him  have  been  collected  from  various  writers.  — He  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  livings  of  Finchley  and  Greneford,  in  1554,  and  afterwards  to  the 
prebend  of  Kentijh-town.  While  abbot  of  Weftminfter,  he  repaired  the 
fhrine  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  as  it  now  remains.  In  Elizabeth's  reign,  he 
was  the  only  mock  abbot  that  was  admitted  into  parliament ;  where  he  very 
ably  and  ftrenuoufly  defended  his  miftaken  principles.  He  built  a  ftone  crofs 
at  Wijbech,  the  laft  place  of  his  confinement.  —  By  many  it  is  reported,  that 
he  was  buried  in  All  Saints  church  at  Evejham :  and  there  was  an  infcription 
in  Habington's  time  that  feemed,  though  faintly,  to  favour  the  fuppofition.* 

William  Sandys,  Efq.  the  fecond  fon  of  Sir  William  Sandys  of  Fladbury  near 
Evejham,  a  very  ufeful  and  public-fpirited  character,  was  the  man  who  firft 
rendered  the  river  Avon  navigable.  Though  he  was  not  born  at  Evejham,  or 
ever,  that  I  have  heard,  refided  there,  he  thus  became  fo  nearly  connected 
with  that  place  and  its  concerns,  as  well  to  merit  particular  notice.  An  ac- 
count of  this  extraordinary  undertaking  (for  fuch  it  was  for  any  individual)  was 
written,  as  is  faid,  by  Mrs.  Eljlob,  in  the  year  1737,  and  by  her  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  George  Baker,  of  Campden,  in  Gloucefterlhire.  It  has  long  been 
handed  about  in  MS.  and  of  late  communicated  to  the  public  by  Dr.  Najh, 

•*  Mr.  William  Sandys,  fon  of  Sir  William  Sandys,  of  Miferden,  in  the  county 

M  m  2  of 


*  See  page  225. 
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Gloucefter,  defcended  from  a  family  of  that  name  in  Lancafhire,  and  by  a 
female  line  from  Leybourne,  of  that  county,  a  name  anciently  derived  from  a 
baron,  fometimes  a  lord  in  parliament,  and  in  our  age  linked  by  matches  to 
nobility.  He  was  not  only  worthy  for  his  birth,  but  alfo  in  his  attempt  and 
performance  thereof  raifed  above  himfelf  to  his  country's  wonder.  Evejham, 
the  principal  town,  imparteth  the  name  of  the  vale,  through  which  runneth 
Avon,  the  fubjed  of  this  work ;  which  river  arifing  in  Northamptonfhire, 
runneth  through  Warwickfhire  into  the  farther  parts  of  Worcefterfhire,  and 
fo  into  Gloucefterfhire,  and  increafing  with  other  ftreams  that  fall  into  it, 
(to  omit  places  of  leffer  note,)  it  parTeth  by  Warwick,  Stratford,  Bidford, 
Evejham,  PerJIiore,  and  near  Tewkejbury  difcargeth  itfelf  into  Severn.  This 
Avon  never  bore  a  boat  of  any  burden  before  induft rious  Mr.  Sandys  begin- 
ning his  unexpected  defign  in  March,  1635,  in  three  years  made  it  pa  (Table 
for  vefiels  to  carry  forty  or  fifty  ton  from  the  mouth  thereof,  where  it  en- 
tereth  Severn  at  Tewkejbury,  to  Stratford,  being  about  twenty-four  miles  by 
land  ;  but  near  fifty  by  water,  through  foul  and  low  bottoms,  and  efpecially 
through  the  deep  vale  of  Evejham  :  purchafing  with  exceffive  charge,  mills, 
meadow-ground,  and  other  lands,  cutting  in  fome  places  a  courfe  through  the 
firm  land  for  this  water-work,  befides  the  old  main-channel :  and  for  the  ac- 
complishing hereof  he  hath  made  fluices  at  Tewkejbury,  in  the  county  of  Glou- 
cefter ;  Strenjham,  Nqfford,  Perjhore,  Piddle,  Fladbury,  Chadbury,  Evejham, 
Harvington,  Give-Prior,  all  in  the  county  of  Worcefler ;  Bidford  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  Welford  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  and  Stratford  in 
com,  Warwick:  and  fo  wrought  by  his  fluices  keeping  up  the  water,  that  in 
fummer  time  vefTels  of  great  burthen  go  to  Stratford,  when  others  for  lack 
of  water  in  Severn,  cannot  reach  Worcefler.  He  ere&ed  alfo  wears  in  the 
quickeft  ftreams.  Nor  did  Mr.  Sandys  intend  to  finilh  his  work  at  Stratford, 
but  had  thoughts  to  extend  the  fame  to  Warwick  ;  but  what  hindered  his  ac- 
complifhing  his  defign,  I  know  not :  and  for  the  expence  he  hath  hereupon 
beftowed,  it  cannot  be  reckoned  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  The 
benefits  which  arofe  to  this  country  by  this  extraordinary  performance,  were 
very  many :  but  I  will  only  add  this  one  ;  that  the  vale  of  Evejham  heretofore 
laboured  under  extreme  want  of  firing,  and  fo  was  forced  in  thefe  exceeding 
foul  ways  to  fetch  coals  from  far  remote  places,  but  now  by  Mr.  Sandys  in- 

duftry 
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duftry  and  labour,  it  is  fo  contrived,  that  many  of  them  have  coals  delivered 
at  their  doors,  and  others  fomewhat  farther  off  have  eafy  accefs  to  them.  But 
now  to  end  with  Mr.  Sandys,  as  foon  as  he  had  finifhed  his  work  to  Stratford, 
(and  as  I  have  heard  fpent  all  his  fortune;)  he  immediately  delivered  up  all 
to  the  parliament  to  do  what  more  they  thought  fit  herein.  And  thus  much  to 
the  honour  of  worthy  Mr.  Sandys,  the  founder  and  completer  of  this  work."* 

There  are  fome  few  particulars  in  the  above  paper  that  are  not  quite  cor- 
reclly  flated.  From  the  belt  authority  I  have  learned,  that  the  navigation 
of  this  river  was,  by  its  original  projector,  carried  no  higher  up  than  Evejham. 
That  afterwards  it  was,  by  lord  Wind/or,  through  many  difficulties  and  much 
litigation,  extended  to  Stratford.  Thefe  impediments  chiefly  arofe  from  the 
proprietors  of  land,  in  which  improvements  were  to  be  made.  At  length, 
an  act  was  procured  fo  indefinitely  wordedf  as  to  give  rife  to  frefh  litigations, 
which  did  not  end  till  after  much  vexation  and  heavy  expences. — Several  im- 
provements with  refpecl  to  locks,  &c.  have  fince  taken  place  :  but  the  navi- 
gation has  not  been  farther  extended,  or  undergone  any  improvement  fo 
material  as  to  demand  much  attention.  —  Neither  are  there  any  further  in- 
cidents recorded  concerning  the  worthy  and  truly  patriotic  Sandys. 

Lewis  Bayly,  a  native  of  Wales,  and  fellow  of  Jefus-College  in  Oxford, 
became  minifter  of  Evejham  about  the  year  1 6 1  r  ;  but  the  exact  date  of  his 
prefentment  to  it  is  not  known.  In  16 13,  he  look  the  degree  of  doclor  of 
divinity  at  the  univerfity,  and,  being  eminent  as  a  preacher,  he  was  fuccef- 
fively  made  chaplain  to  prince  Henry,  reclor  of  St.  Matthews,  Friday-ftreet, 

London, 

*  Though  the  above  paper  gives  a  very  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  this 
wonderful  undertaking,  it  feems  ftrangely  antiquated  for  the  time  at  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  written.  One  might  imagine  the  good  lady,  to  whom  it  is  attributed,  was  willing,  by  an 
affectation  of  conforming  to  the  Saxon  phrafe  and  termination,  to  caft  a  veil  of  antiquity  over 
her  writings ;  did  not  the  preface  to  her  grammar,  which  is  rather  an  elegant  produftion  in  the 
modern  ftile,  evince  that  this  was  not  her  ufual  practice.  It  is  reafonable  therefore  to  conclude  it 
was  merely  tranfcribed  and  brought  to  light  by  this  lady,  from  much  older  papers. 

+  Lord  Windfor,  as  I  have  been  informed,  required  this  aft  fhould  be  fo  worded,  as  to  ap- 
propriate to  himfelf  the  whole  merit  of  this  undertaking. 
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London,  and  laftly  one  of  the  chaplains  to  James  the  firft.  The  fee  of  Bangor 
becoming  vacant  in  1 6 1 6,  he  was  elecleclto  it.  He  wrote  a  book  fome  years 
ago  in  high  efteem,  but  now,  I  fear,  but  little  read,  entitled,  The  Practice  of 
Piety.    He  died  October  6,  1 631 ,  and  was  buried  at  Bangor, 

The  next  perfon  of  whom  fome  notice  mould  be  taken,  was  one  of  thofe 
active  adventurers  whofe  life  would  compofe  a  tolerable  novel ;  and,  in  fact, 
as  written  by  himfelf,  has  to  fome  appeared  of  the  clafs  of  fuch  productions. 
His  adventures  are  alfo  noticed  at  fome  length,  in  the  Biographia  :  but  the  li- 
mits of  this  undertaking^  will  admit  of  only  a  few  more  ftriking  particulars. 
—  John  Bernardi,  ufually  called  major  Bernardi,  was  born  at  Evejham  in  the 
year  1657  ;  and  was  defcended  from  an  honourable  family  which  had  flou- 
rifhed  at  Lucca  in  Italy,  ever  fince  the  year  1097.  His  grandfather  Philip,  a 
count  of  the  Roman  empire,  lived  in  England  as  refident  from  Genoa 
twenty-eight  years,  and  married  a  native  of  this  country.  His  father  Francis 
fucceeded  to  this  office :  but,  taking  difguft  at  fome  meafures  ufed  by  the 
fenate  of  Genoa,  refigned,  and  retiring  to  Evejham  amufed  himfelf  with 
gardening  to  fome  extent;  and  thus  fet  the  example  of  an  occupation,  which 
has  fince  been  of  confiderable  advantage  to  the  town,  John  Bernardi  his  fon, 
of  a  fpirited  and  reftlefs  temper,  found  this  by  much  too  tranquil  an  employ- 
ment ;  and  having,  moreover,  received  fome  harfh  ufage  from  his  father,  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  turned  his  back  on  the  cabbages  and  cauliflowers  of  Evejham, 
and  ran  off  in  fearch  of  gayer  and  more  active  fcenes.  He  retained,  not- 
withftanding,  feveral  friends ;  (which  may  induce  a  fuppofition  that  his  fa- 
ther's ill  treatment  was  not  imaginary  ;)  and  was,  for  fome  time,  fupported 
by  them.  Sir  Clement  FiJJier,  of  Packington-hall,  is  particularly  mentioned 
as  one  of  his  early  patrons.  Little  more,  however,  than  a  mere  fuftenance 
feems  to  have  refulted  from  their  patronage  ;  for,  foon  after,  he  enlifted  as 
a  common  foldier  in  the  fervice  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  In  this  ftation  he 
mult  have  fhewn  uncommon  talents  and  bravery,  if  not  affifted  by  powerful 
friends,  for  in  a  fhort  time  he  obtained  a  captain  s  commiflion  in  the  fervice 
of  the  (rates.  In  April,  1677,  he  married  a  Dutch  lady  of  good  family,  with 
whom  he  enjoyed  much  conjugal  happinefs  for  eleven  years.  The  Englilh 
regiments  in  this  fervice  being  recalled  by  James  the  fecond,   very  few 

of 
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of  them,  but  among  thofe  few  was  Bernard?,  would  obey  the  fummons. 
Of  courfe,  he  could  not  fign  the  aflbciation,  into  which  the  prince  of 
Orange  wifhed  the  regiments  to  enter.  He  thus  loft  his  favour,  and 
having  no  other  alternative,  and  probably  wifhing  for  no  other,  he  fol^ 
lowed  James  into  Ireland ;  who,  foon  after,  fent  him  on  fome  commiffion 
into  Scotland,  from  whence,  as  the  ruin  of  his  matter  now  became  inevita- 
ble, he  once  more  retired  into  Holland.  Venturing  however  to  appear  in 
London  in  1695,  he  was  committed  to  Newgate,  March  25,  1690,  on  fufpi- 
cion  of  being  an  abettor  of  the  aflaffination  plot.  Here  he  remained  almolt 
forty  years,  the  whole  of  his  remaining  life,  and  in  this  confinement  he  had 
the  courage  to  venture  on  a  fecond  marriage,  which  proved  a  very  fortu- 
nate event  to  him  :  as  he  thus  not  only  enjoyed  the  foothing  converfe  of  a 
true  friend,  but  was  even  fupported,  during  his  whole  imprifonment,  by 
the  care  and  induftry  of  his  wife.  Ten  children  were  the  produce  of  this 
marriage;  and  thus  feemed  the  inheritors  of  mifeiy  and  confinement.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  is  faid  to  have  borne  his  imprifonment,  though  never  con- 
victed, with  fuch  refignation  andevennefs  of  temper,  as  to  have  excited  much 
refped  and  love  in  the  few  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance.  In  the  earlier 
part'of  life  he  had  received  feveral  dangerous  wounds.  Thefe  now  breaking 
out  afrefh,  and  giving  him  great  torment,  afforded  a  frefh  trial  of  his  equa- 
nimity and  firmnefs.  At  laft,  he  died  September  20,  1736;  and  it  would 
give  a  companionate  reader  no  fmall  fatisfaclion  to  be  informed  what  became 
of  his  faithful  companion  and  her  numerous  offspring,  and  to  hear  they  were 
tolerably  provided  for.  But  no  circumftances  relating  to  them  are,  that  I 
know  of,  preferved.  He  was  a  little  brifk  and  aclive  man,  of  a  very  chear- 
ful  difpofition  ;  and,  as  muft  be  evident  from  this  fhort  narrative,  of  great 
courage  and  conftancy  of  mind. 

"  The  name  of  John  lord  SOMERS,  baron  of  EVESHAM,  reflects"— 
fays  Dr.  Nalh,  from  whom  I  take  the  liberty  of  borrowing  many  particulars, 
and  who,  in  this  part  of  his  work,  feems  to  rife  fomewhat  above  himfelf, — 
"  fo  much  honour  on  the  county  that  gave  him  birth,  opens  to  a  provincial 
hiftorian  fuch  a  field  for  panegy rick,  as  would  require  a  volume  itfelf."  — 
It  certainly  would :  —  it  demands  that  elegance  of  ftyle,  as  well  as  mi- 
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nutenefs  of  difquifition,  which  we  difcern  in  fome  of  the  beft  biographic 
pieces  of  Johnfon  ; — but  even  were  the  author  of  this  work  capable  of  cele- 
brating it,  his  (lender  limits  would  not  give  him  leave.  —  He  was  born  at 
Worcejler,  about  the  year  1650:  though,  which  is  very  remarkable,  the  re- 
gifter  of  his  baptifm  cannot  now  be  found.    A  houfe  is  fhewn  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  cathedral,  and  very  near  St.  Michael's  church,  where  this  great 
ftatefman  and  excellent  fcholar  is  faid  to  have  firft  opened  his  eyes  upon  the 
light.    His  father  was  an  attorney  of  confiderable  eminence,  who  was  born 
at  Kidder  minjler,  in  this  county,  but  lived  much  at  a  place  called  Wliite-Ladies , 
near  Worcejler.    It  rauft  have  been  during  his  residence  there  that  a  re- 
markable event  happened,  which  is  thus  recorded  by  Mr.  Habington.  — 
March  30,  the  citizens  and  foldiers  in  the  town  [Worcejler]  deftroyed  St,  Of- 
wald's  hofpital,  but  fpared  Mr.  Somen's  houfe  at  the  White-Ladies,  which 
was  a  ftrong  ffone  building,  capable  of  lodging  five  hundred  men  in  fecuri- 
ty."* — Mr.  John  Somers  died  January,  1681,  and  was  buried  at  Severn-Stoke, 
in  the  fame  county  ;  where  an  elegant  Latin  infciiption,  engraved  on  a  mar- 
ble monument,  and  written  by  his  fon,  is  ftill  to  be  feen.    His  mother,  Mrs. 
CatJiarine  Somers,  furvived  fome  years  :  refiding  firft  at  the  commandery  in 
Worcejler,  and  afterwards  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Helen.    Mr.  Somers  had  an 
eftate  of  about  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  at  Clifton  ;  to  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  hiftorian  I  here  follow,  and  who  is  now  connected  with  this 
family,  "  his  fon  made  no  addition,  farther  than  the  purchafe  of  Wadberrow, 
and  a  mortgage  on  Stoulton :  though  his  favour,  joined  to  the  prudence  and 
parfimony  of  his  fucceffors,  laid  the  foundations  of  great  effates  in  this,  and 
in  the  adjoining  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Hereford." 

At  a  proper  age,  young  Somers  entered,  as  a  commoner,  at  Trinity-Col- 
lege, in  Oxford,  in  the  year  1675.  ^n  ^ne  Year  following  he  is  known  to 
have  contributed  five  pounds  toward  the  embellifhment  of  the  elegant  chapel 
there  ;  and,  fome  years  after,  as  appears  by  the  burfar's  books,  one  hundred 
pounds  more.  He  became  alfo  a  ftudent  of  law  at  the  Middle  Temple :  and 
as  he  was  not  on  the  foundation,  and  could  reap  no  benefit  from  continuing 
in  the  univerfity,  probably  left  college  for  that  purpofe.  His  original  defti- 
nation  and  chief  ftudy  was  the  law,  but  he  never  neglecled  the  belles  lettres ; 

and 

*  This  was  during  the  prevalence  of  Cromwell's  party  in  this  town. 


ABBEY    AND   BOROUGH   OF   EVESHAM.  273 


and  it  was  by  his  amufements  in  that  way,  his  tranflations  and  poetical  per- 
formances, that  he  firft  became  known  to  the  public.  It  is  needlefs  to  ob- 
ferve  that  in  thofe  times,  if  ever,  merit  of  this  kind  was  a  paffport  both  to 
fame  and  riches.  Lord  Somers,  who  in  fome  degree  owed  his  promotion  to 
the  Mufes,  fhewed  himfelf  not  ungrateful  when  he  endeavoured  to  raife  into 
notice  their  favoured  votary  Addifon.  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  then  folicitor,  was 
one  of  his  earlieft  patrons.  By  fuch  affiftance,  united  to  his  own  merit  and  ap- 
plication, he  became,  what  was  very  rarely  feen  in  thofe  days  when  a  deeper 
legal  knowledge  was  fuppofed  effential  to  a  barrifter,  an  eminent  counfel,  be- 
fore he  had  attained  the  age  of  thirty.  It  is  imagined  by  fome,  that  an  early 
acquaintance  with  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  to  which  nobleman  both  himfelf 
and  his  father  had  been  ftewards,  might  have  contributed  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  the  law,  and  poffibly  accelerated  his  rapid  progrefs  in  that  pro- 
feffion.  His  abilities  and  powerful  oratory  were  always  exerted  in  favour 
of  liberty, — in  the  fupport  of  that  rational  freedom  which  is  equally  oppofed 
to  licentioufnefs  and  flavery.  The  equivocal  conducl  of  Charles  the  fecond 
gave  much  exertion  to  this  patriotic  propenfity,  at  a  time  when  there  were 
but  few  able  advocates  equally  unbiaffed.  On  that  memorable  day,  June 
29,  1688,  when  the  feven  prelates  were  on  trial  for  oppofing  the  dif- 
penfing  power  of  James  the  fecond,  Mr.  Somers  flood  forth  one  of  the  ableft 
defenders  of  the  caufe  of  proteftantifm  and  freedom  united.  Thefe  bifhops, 
whofe  names  mould  never  be  omitted  by  any  writer  that  touches,  though  but 
flightly,  on  the  fubjecl,  were  Sancroft  the  primate,  Loyde  of  St.  Afaph,  Ker 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  Turner  of  Ely,  Lake  of  Chichefter,  White  of  Peterborough, 
and  Trelawney  of  Briftol.  Thefe  venerable  champions  in  a  fervice  of  much 
danger,  and  who  were  then  emphatically  fliled  the  feven  golden  candle/licks, 
contributed  more  than  any  (excepting  perhaps  their  fpirited  advocates  in  the 
hall,)  to  Item  the  encroaching  tide  of  popery.  The  trial  lalled  long,  and 
was  learnedly  managed  by  the  lawyers  on  both  fides.  Holloway  and  Powell,  two 
of  the  judges,  declared  in  favour  of  the  prelates.  The  jury  withdrew  ;  and 
after  pafTing  the  whole  night  in  debate,  pronounced  the  biihops  not  guilty, 
Weftminiter-hall  inftantly  rung  with  applaufe,  which,  like  a  train,  was 
quickly  communicated  to  the  city,  and  its  environs.  The  king  was  in  camp 
on  Hounjlow-heath ;  and,  at  that  time,  at  dinner  in  lord  Feverfham's  tent. 

N  n  Afking 
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Afking  the  caufe  of  thefe  tumultuous  rejoicings,  he  was  anfwered, — it  was 
nothing  but  the  foldiers  Jhouting  at  the  acquittance  of  the  bijhops.  —  Call  you  that  no- 
thing, faid  the  enraged  monarch  ;  —  but  fo  much  the  worfe  for  them* 

On  the  acceffion  of  William,  Mr.  Somers  reaped  the  harveft  of  his  labours; 
in  fo  good  a  caufe.  He  was,  on  May  9,  1689,  made  folicitor  general;  at- 
torney general,  on  May  2,  1692  ;  and  lord  keeper  in  1693.  — We  may  judge 
of  his  popularity,  his  activity,  and  political  fkill,  by  the  following  expreffion  of 
lord  Sunderland,  in  a  letter  to  king  William,  written  about  this  period. 
*'  Lord  Somers"  (fays  he)  "  is  the  life,  the  foul,  the  fpirit  of  his  party;  and 
can  anfwer  for  it"  —  A  character  of  fuch  influence  was  not  to  be  neglecled  by 
a  yet  uneltablilfied  monarch.  On  April  21,  1697,  he  was  created  bai on  of 
Evejkam,  and  made  lord  chancellor  of  England.  That  a  man  fo  aclive  in  the 
concerns  of  a  party  fhould  (till  retain  a  high  degree  of  modefty  and  modera- 
tion would  appear  improbable,  had  we  not  reafon  to  fuppofe  them  of  that 
dignified  and  well  regulated  kind,  as  by  no  means  to  be  incompatible  with 
fpirited  exertions.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  they  add  much  beauty  and  brilliancy  to 
any  character.  That  he  was  endowed  with  thefe  qualities,  will  appear  from 
a  letter  of  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury  to  him,  dated  May  8,  1695,  which  con- 
tained the  warrant  of  the  barony.  This  nobleman  there  writes  :  —  "I  have 
orders  to  fay  every  thing  I  can  imagine  to  perfuade  you  to  accept  of  a  title. 
By  your  objections,  you  may  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  you  are  as  par- 
tial and  unreafonable  with  too  much  modefty,  as  fome  are  with  too  much 
ambition." 

In  the  year  1700,  lord  Somers  was  removed  from  the  office  of  chancellor, 
and  in  the  following  year  he  was  impeached  by  the  commons,  and  tried,  but 
acquitted  by  the  lords.  He  now,  for  a  fhort  interval,  again  returned  to  the 
purfuits  which  had  originally  been  the  caufe  of  his  elevation.  It  is  the  beft 
encomium  on  thefe  Itudies,  that  they  faithfully  adhere  to  a  man  in  all  his 
fortunes,  and  are  often  the  higheft  confolation  of  adverfity.  About  this 
time  he  was  chofen  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society;  and,  in  the  year  1706, 
is  faid  to  have  firft  projected  an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms  of  England 

and 
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and  Scotland.  It  is  plain  little  confequence  could  be  loft  to  fuch  a  man  by 
the  mere  lofs  of  ftation.  He  was  ftlH  of  fuch  importance  to  his  party,  that, 
in  1708,  he  was  again  called  into  office,  and  appointed  lord  prefident  of  the 
Privy  Council. 

But  the  whig  intereft,  of  which  he  was  the  chief  fupport,  began  now  ra- 
pidly to  decline.  The  fame  engine  was  played  off  againft  it,  which  has,  fo 
often  fince,  been  the  laft;  refource  of  party  malice.  The  empty  fplendours 
of  conqueft  were  derided  ;  and  the  people  warned  that,  while  they  joined 
in  the  huzza  of  vidlory,  they  were  impoverifhing  themfelves  merely  to  en- 
rich a  few  creatures  of  the  minifter.  Swift  had  no  fmall  concern  in  this  re- 
volution in  the  public  mind.  His  pamphlet  on  the  '*  Conducl  of  the  Allies'* 
is  indeed  a  very  forcible  performance,  and  contains  many  important  truths. 
But  truth,  and  the  real  interefts  of  the  nation  were  then  probably  as  little 
confulted,  as  in  many  fubfequent  fquabbles  of  this  kind.  One  party  wanted 
power  and  office;  —  another  was  to  be  removed  from  both.  This  was  at  length 
effected  in  1710;  but  not  till  that  fplendid  event,  the  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms  was  finally  adjufted,  in  the  year  1707,  which  had  been  projected 
the  preceding  year  by  the  great  ftatefman  who  is  the  fubjecl  of  this  fhort  en- 
comium. 

The  aclive  part  of  the  life  of  lord  Somers  was  now  part,  and  he  again  con- 
foled  himfelf  with  his  ftudies,  and  the  converfation  and  patronage  of  the 
greateft  wits  of  the  age.  His  merits,  in  this  way,  are  too  well  known  to 
require  any  eulogium.  Toward  the  latter  end  of  queen  Anne's  reign,  he 
grew  very  infirm,  which  may  properly  account  for  his  occupying  no  import- 
ant port  under  her  fuccelfor.  He  is  faid,  like  many  other  men  of  enlightened 
and  aclive  minds,  to  have,  for  fome  time,  furvived  the  powers  of  his  under- 
standing. On  April  26,  17 16,  he  died  of  an  apopledic  fit,  to  the  deep  re- 
gret of  all  parties  :  — of  his  own,  as  an  able  coadjutor  in  the  caufe  of  ra- 
tional liberty  ;  — and  of  the  oppofite  one,  as  a  man  of  admirable  accomplifh- 
ments,  and  univerfal  benevolence.  His  character  has  been  very  Jkilfully 
drawn  by  Addifon  in  the  Freeholder,  publiflied  on  the  enfuing  fourth  of  May; 
and  alfo  (but  in  a  lighter  and  more  {ketch-like  manner)  in  the  dedication 
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to  the  firft  volume  of  the  Spectator.  To  thefe  I  muft  refer  the  reader  for  a 
tafk  for  which,  had  I  abilities  to  undertake  it,  the  nature  of  the  prefent  un- 
dertaking would  not  afford  me  room.* 

The  MSS.  of  this  able  ftatefman  and  lawyer  filled  above  fixty  folio  vo- 
lumes, which  were  deflroyed  by  fire,  in  Lincoln's-inn,  in  the  year  1752. 
Some  remains,  which  the  fire  had  fpared,  were  publifhed  by  lord  Hardwicke 
in  1778,  in  a  quarto  volume  entitled  —  '*  State  papers  from  1501  to  1726." 
It  is  moreover  affirmed,  on  the  authority  of  the  above  nobleman,  who  was 
both  his  relation  and  fuccefTor  in  office,  that  the  Treatife  on  grand  jurors, 
the  Vindication  of  the  laft  parliament  of  Charles  the  fecond,  and  the  famous 
laft  Speech  of  king  William,  were  all  found  in  the  hand- writing  of  lord 
Somers, 

The  laft  remarkable  perfon  I  have  to  notice,  as  connecled  with  this  place, 
is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eljlob,  the  famous  Saxonift ;  of  whofe  memory  fome  faint 
traces  yet  remain  among  the  inhabitants  of  Eve/ham.  She  is  known  to  have 
kept  a  fmall  day-fchool  here,  with  great  fuccefs  doubtlefs  to  her  fcholars,  but 
little  emolument  to  heifelf.  Her  weekly  ftipend  with  each  pupil  was,  as  I  am 
credibly  informed,  at  firfl  only  a  groat.  —  She  was  daughter  to  Ralf  and  Jane 
Eljlob,  and  was  born  at  A'ewcajlle  upon  Tyne,  September  29,  1683.  Very 
early  in  life,  fhe  difcovered  a  great  propenfity  to  ffudy.  Her  underffanding 
appears  to  have  been  of  that  flow,  but  fteadily  progreffive  fpecies,  which  of- 
ten outftrips  genius  itfelf  in  the  race  of  literature.  Her  mother  dying  when 
fhe  was  only  eight  years  old,  fhe  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Charles 
Eljlob,  canon  of  Canteibury.  She  afterward  lived  with  her  brother,  who 
encouraged  and  aiTifted  her  in  her  Saxon  fludies ;  but,  after  his  death,  fhe 
was  obliged  to  ufe  the  above  expedient  for  her  fupport.  What  bi  ought  her 
to  exercife  this  employment  at  Evejham  is  not,  I  believe,  now  known.  After 

fome 

*  It  was  at  firfl  intended  to  give  thefe  more  modern  lives  at  confiderable  length.  But  materials 
for  the  Abbey-hiftory  increafed  fo  faft  on  the  author's  hands,  that,  although  he  has  not  been  able 
to  ufe  them  all,  they  have  greatly  encroached  on  the  latter  part  of  the  work.  The  reader  muft 
therefore  accept  a  few  almoft  naked  dates,  inftead  of  more  finifhed  delineations  of  character. 
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fome  years  of  laborious  and  obfcure  drudgery  in  it,  {he  attracted  the  notice 
of  Mr.  George  Ballard  of  Campden,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  greater  con- 
sideration ;  who  raifed  for  her  among  themfelves,  a  fmall  annuity  of  twenty 
pounds  per  annum.  By  degrees,  her  merit  became  known  to  that  truly  dif- 
ting^ifhing  patronefs  of  talents,  the  late  duchefs  of  Portland,  who  received 
her  into  her  family,  allowed  her  thirty  pounds  a  year  for  inftrucling  her  chil- 
dren, and  procured  a  fmall  penfion  for  her  from  queen  Caroline.  In  this 
family  fhe  died  May  30,  1767,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Margaret's,  Weftmnfter, 
Her  works,  publilhed  and  unpublifhed,  are  : 

A  Tranflation  of  Madame  Scudery's  ElTay  on  Glory. 
Tranflation  of,  and  notes  on,  a  Saxon  Homily  on  the  birth  of  St.  Gre- 
gory, publilhed  by  her  brother. 

Rudiments  of  grammar  for  the  Englifh-Saxon  tongue.  4to.  17 15. 
A  MS.  tranflation  of  all  JElfrics  Homilies. 

An  exad  tranfcript  of  the  Textus  RofFenfis,  with  fome  Saxon  Hymns 
from  an  ancient  MS.  belonging  to  Salilbury  cathedral. 

A  Saxon  Homilarium  was  by  her  undertaken,  on  the  encouragement  of 
Dr.  Hickes;  to  which  were  to  be  added  an  Englifh  tranflation,  and  various 
readings.  Five  of  thefe  Homilies  were  afterward  printed,  in  folio,  at 
Oxford. 

A  tranfcript  of  the  Saxon  MS.  of  the  Athanafian  creed,  printed  in 
Wotton's  view  of  Hickes's  Thefaurus,  1708. 

She  is  alfo  reported  to  have  left  behind  her  a  regular  plan  of  Evejfiam  Ab- 
bey:  but  the  materials  which  enabled  her  to  perform  fo  difficult  a  talk  are  not 
eafily  difcovered.  —  Much  merit  is  certainly  to  be  afcribed  to  this  lady,  as 
the  firft  (and  probably  the  laft)  female,  to  whom  the  fmdy  of  the  Saxon  lan- 
guage has  afforded  a  curious  and,  in  a  native,  very  laudable  purfuit. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

BATTLE     OF  EVESHAM. 

AMONG  the  few  remarkable  events  to  which  this  vicinity  has  afforded 
a  fcene,  there  is  no  one  that  can  come  in  competition  with  the  fa- 
mous battle  fought  here,  on  Auguft  4,  1265.  This  battle  was,  not  only,  one 
of  the  moft  decijive  that  ever  happened,  but,  in  its  consequences,  as  well  as 
many  preparatory  circumjiances ,  it  may  vie,  in  importance,  with  any  event 
which  the  Englifh  hiftory  has  recorded.  Its  momentous  effecl  was  the  entire 
reinftatement  of  the  regal  power; — a  power  which,  for  a  long  period, 
during  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.  and  his  predeceffor  John,  had  fluctuated 
with  every  blaft  of  commotion,  and  exhibited  fcarcely  the  wreck  of  its 
original  dignity  and  fplendour.  Nor  can  we  doubt  but  it  mud  have  al- 
together funk,  during  the  minority  of  the  former,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
difinterefted  exertions  of  one  of  the  moft  able  and  excellent  characters  of 
which  our  country  can  boaft: — William  Marefchal  the  great  earl  of  Pembroke.* 
—  Its  preceding  events  were  (now  generally  acknowledged)  the  formation 
of  a  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  captivity  and  abfolute  fubjugatiori  of  the 
fovereign  and  the  heir  to  his  crown :  both  afterwards,  by  a  moft  uncommon 
inftance  of  earthly  inftability,  fuddenly  raifed,  from  a  dungeon,  to  a  degree 
of  authority  fuperior  to  any  poffelTed  by  the  Englifh  monarchs  fince  the  reign 
of  William  the  fecond.  —  Beginning  therefore  with  the  battle  of  Lewes,  the 
immediate  caufe  of  their  depreffion,  I  mean  briefly  to  relate  all  thofe  tran- 
faclions  that  intervened,  till  the  final  decifion  of  the  conteft  at  Evejham ; 
which  memorable  event  I  mail  endeavour  to  fet  in  the  fulleft  light  my  fcanty 

materials 

*  This  truly  great  man,  whofe  exertions  were  equally  in  favour  of  the  regal  prerogative  and 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  had  not  only  eftablifhed  and  prote&ed  Henry  on  the  throne,  but  alfo 
infiftect  on  his  obfervance  of  the  charters  eftablilhed  by  his  predeceffors. 
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materials  will  allow.  The  moft  remarkable  incidents  that  fucceeded  it  will 
ferve  to  fill  up  the  back  ground  of  the  piece,  and  thus  compleat  this  de- 
tached attempt  at  hiftorical  delineation. 

After  many  ill-conducted  efforts  on  the  part  of  Henry  to  render  himfelf 
abfolute,  which  the  weaknefs  and  levity  of  his  conduct  that  had  made  him 
defpicable  to  his  fubjects  would  have  rendered  impracticable  in  much  more 
favouiable  conjunctures,  the  barons,  with  Simon  Montfort  earl  of  Leicefter  at 
their  head,  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights,  fo  often  fcandaloufly  in- 
fringed. The  whole  preceding  part  of  the  reign  had  been  little  better  than 
a  fcene  of  perpetual  contention  between  the  two  paities :  but,  at  this  period, 
in  the  year  1263,  thefe  barons  were  determined  never  to  defift,  till  their 
grievances  had  been  fully  redreffed.  Henry,  unaffited,  could  have  but 
ill  combated  this  powerful  combination  ;  but  his  fon  piince  Edward,  now 
grown  to  man's  eftate,  had,  by  his  great  abilities  and  wonderful  activity,  fre- 
quently broken  all  his  opponent's  mtafures,  and  rendered  his  father's  caufe 
triumphant. 

The  king  began  hoftilities  by  an  attempt  on  the  caftle  of  Dover,  then  in 
pofTeflion  of  the  barons.  Thefe  politic  lords  thought  it  their  interefl:  to  al- 
low him  to  enter  firft  upon  hoftile  meafures,  that  a  plea  might  not  be  want- 
ing, in  their  defence,  to  the  people.  Dover  cavil e  was  faved  by  the  vigilance 
of  its  governor,  Richard  de  Grey :  but  this  attempt  proved  the  Jignal  to  civil 
commotion  ;  and  many  towns  were  befieged  and  taken,  by  both  parties. 

The  city  of  London  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  interefl  of  the  barons  :  yet 
the  king,  having  a  powerful  garrifon  in  the  Tower,  obliged  it  to  an  unwilling 
neutrality.  There  were  alfo,  in  the  city  itielf,  many  partifans  of  the  royal 
caufe,  which  were  a  continual  check  upon  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
earl  of  Leicefter,  aware  of  the  advantange  of  having  complete  poffeffion  of 
the  capital,  by  hafty  marches  approached  to  it  on  the  Surrey  fide ;  hoping 
his  friends  might  find  an  opportunity  of  admitting  him,  by  way  of  the  bridged 
Henry  received  notice  of  this  defign,  and  directing  his  troops  to  fally  from 
the  Tower,  they  took  a  poft  in  Southwark,  where  they  were  headed  by  their 

king 
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king  who  had  refolved  to  difpute  the  paffage  into  the  city.  Lekejler  made  a 
refolute  attack  on  thefe  troops,  in  full  confidence  that  the  citizens  would  ef- 
fectually affift  him  in  his  effort  to  force  his  way.  But,  during  this  fkirmiJh, 
fome  of  thefe  citizens  who  had  efpoufed  the  oppofite  party,  perceiving  a  com- 
motion ariling  in  favour  of  the  earl,  fuddenly  {hut  the  gates  of  the  bridge, 
and  threw  the  keys  into  the  Thames.  This  precaution  had  nearly  been  the 
deftruction  of  Lekejler,  and  his  fmall  army.  But  the  bridge-gates  being  at 
length  broken  down,  and  the  citizens  fallying  out  in  great  numbers  to  affift 
the  earl's  troops,  the  king  was  obliged  to  retire,  and  Lekejler  entered  the  city 
in  triumph. 

It  was  conftantly,  during  thefe  ftruggles,  the  king's  cuftom,  to  propofe 
fome  fcheme  of  accommodation,  when  any  confiderable  advantage  had  been 
gained  by  his  opponents.  His  ufual  mode  of  efcape  from  thefe  conditions, 
when  he  thought  himfelf  in  a  capacity  again  to  take  the  field,  was  that  they 
were  hard  and  unreasonable.  Both  fides,  on  this  occafion,  agreed  to  refer  their 
difpute  to  the  French  king.  Louis  undertook  the  arbitration  :  but  took 
care  to  render  it  ineffectual  by  a  contradiSiory  award.  He  adjudged  that  the 
ftatutes  of  Oxford*  fhould  be  repealed  :  —  that  the  king  fhould  again  enjoy 
all  his  prerogatives: — that  he  fhould  chufe  his  own  officers,  either  from 
among  foreigners  or  Englifh,  as  fuited  him  belt :  — and  laftly  declared  that  it 
was  not  his  defign  to  injure  any  of  the  privileges  the  Englifh  had  poffefTed, 
previoufly  to  the  parliament  of  Oxford.  This  parliament  having  been  afTem- 
bled  merely  with  a  view  to  protect  thefe  privileges,  the  barons  looked  upon 
this  fentence,  in  its  true  light,  as  farcical,  contradictory,  and  abfurd.  It 
was  therefore  rejected  by  them,  and  the  war  recommenced  with  frefh  vi- 
gour. 

Of 

*  Thefe  ftatutes,  ena&ed  in  1254,  confifted  of  fix  articles,  ordaining: — 1.  That  the  king 
fhould  confirm  the  great  charter.  —  2.  That  the  office  of  chief  juftice  fhould  be  conferred  always 
on  a  man  of  probity  and  capacity,  who  fhould  adminifter  juftice  impartially.  —  3.  That  the  high 
chancellor  and  other  great  officers  fhould  be  chofen  by  the  twenty-four  commiffioners,  appointed 
for  that  purpofe. — 4.  That  the  cuftody  of  caftles,  &c.  fhould  alfo  be  left  in  their  hands.  —  5. 
That  it  fhould  be  a  capital  crime  to  oppofe  their  decrees.  —  6.  That  the  parliament  fhould  meet 
every  three  years. 
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Of  many  intervening  incidents,  prior  to  the  battle  of  Lczves,  hiftory  has 
afforded  but  a  very  confufed  and  perplexed  account.  It  is  however  cafy  to 
difcern,  that  Henry  frequently  had  the  better  in  the  contefl:;  and  that  the  in- 
trigues of  his  fon  Edward,  and  of  his  brother  Richard  king  of  the  Romans, 
had  gained  over  feveral  of  the  barons  to  the  crown.  He  reduced  the  town 
of  Oxford,  and  drove  away  the  ftudents,  who  had  fhewn  an  inclination  to 
the  oppofite  caufe.  He  alfo  took  the  town  of  Northampton,  by  ftorm,  and, 
in  it,  no  fewer  than  fifteen  barons,  and  fixty  knights ;  all  whom  he  would 
have  hanged,  had  not  his  generals  reprefented  to  him  the  danger  of  repri- 
fals,  in  this  fevere  mode  of  treatment.  Nottingham  fell  next  before  his  arms: 
after  which  he  marched  into  Kent,  where  he  compelled  the  barons  to  raife 
the  liege  of  Rochejier,  and  retire  to  London. 

Henry,  whofe  light  mind  was  elated  or  deprefTed  with  equal  facility,  be- 
came fo  alert  by  this  good  fuccefs,  that  he  refolved  to  march  immediately  to 
London,  and  end  the  war.  He  doubted  not  but  that  city,  intimidated  by  his 
progrefs,  would  become  an  eafy  prey  to  his  arms.  — "  It  is  not  unlikely,"  an 
eminent  hiftorian*  obferves,  —  "  but  this  expectation  might  have  been  ful- 
filled ;  if,  from  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  he  had  fhewn  a  greater  regard  to 
the  citizens  of  that  metropolis  :  —  but  the  remembrance  of  the  ill  ufage  they 
had  received  from  him,  prevented  their  expofing  themfelves  to  the  hazard 
of  being  again  ill  treated."  The  earl  of  Leicefter  was  there  ;  and,  by  repre- 
fenting  to  the  citizens  in  the  firongeft  light  the  probable  confequences  of  the 
king's  wrath,  fhould  they  again  fall  into  his  power,  he  worked  them  up  to  a 
refolution  of  marching  out  to  offer  him  battle.  Henry  was  fomewhat  inti- 
midated by  this  bold  defign,  and  withdrew  to  a  greater  diftance :  taking  a 
circuitous  route,  through  Tunbridge  and  Wmchelfea,  to  the  town  of  Lewes, 
in  Suflex. 

Thither  the  earl  of  Leicefter  fpeedily  followed  him.  He  had  reinforced 
his  army  by  a  confiderable  number  of  thefe  bold  citizens,  and  thought  him- 
felf  in  a  condition  to  hazard  a  battle,  that  might,  once  for  all,  decide  the 

O  o  quarrel. 

*  Rapin  :  from  whom  1  chiefly  col  left  my  incidents,  but  with  many  additions  from  other  lefs 
known  authors,  ana  a  confiderable  alteration  with  refpeft  to  ftyle  and  method. 
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quarrel.  Having  arrived  within  about  fix  miles  of  the  king's  army,  the  ba- 
rons halted  ;  and  wifhed,  once  more,  to  make  it  appear  the  conteft  was  not  of 
their  own  feeking  :  —  and  this,  it  is  probable,  to  fhift  the  blame  from  them- 
felves  to  the  other  paTty,  in  cafe  the  king  mould  not  accede  to  their  propo- 
fals.  They  fent  him  word, — that  they  had  not  taken  up  arms  through  a 
defire  of  withdrawing  their  obedience  from  him,  but  merely  to  redrefs  the 
diforders  of  his  government.  They  intreated  him  to  join  in  this  defirable 
work,  and  he  fhould  then  find  them  as  loyal  to  his  perfon  as  thofe  who,  un- 
der pretence  of  ferving  him,  endeavoured  to  alienate  his  affeclion  from  his 
dutiful  fubjecls.  —  This  propofal  was  drawn  up  in  the  molt  refpeclful  and 
ifFeclionate  terms  they  could  poflibly  devife. 

It  is  not  eafy  fometimes  to  forbear  a  fmile  on  perufing  events  of  this  na- 
ture, which  our  hiftorians  have,  as  becomes  their  office,  delivered  down  to 
us  with  all  imaginable  gravity.  Well  may  a  late  eminent  writer  denominate 
hiftory  the  annals  of  blood! — but  it  is  alfo,  frequently,  the  record  of  treachery 
and  deceit ;  and  of  the  perpetual  triumph  of  felf-intereft  over  the  public 
good.  We  cannot,  from  what  followed,  fuppofe  thofe  barons  had  no  further 
aim  than  the  redreffment  of  real  grievances.  This  meffage,  therefore,  was 
the  keeneft  mockery  they  could  offer.  It  was  received  as  fuch  by  all  but  this 
paffive,  fpiritlefs  monarch.  His  fon  Edward  and  his  brother  Richard  were  fo 
galled  by  it,  that  they  publicly  gave  the  lye  to  the  baron's  proteftations ;  and, 
at  length,  prevailed  upon  the  king  to  join  them,  in  fending  back  a  mefiage 
replete  with  threats  and  defiance. 

All  hope  of  accommodation  being  now  at  an  end,  the  earl  of  Leicefter 
ordered  his  army  to  advance,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  battle  near  the  king's 
troops,  which  prepared  to  receive  him.  The  royal  army  was  divided  into 
three  bodies.  The  prince  commanded  on  the  right ;  the  king  of  the  Romans 
on  the  left ;  and  the  king  himfelf  in  the  centre.  The  confederate  lords  di- 
vided their  forces  into  four  bodies.  The  firft  was  led  by  Henry  Montfort,  the 
general's  fon ;  the  fecond  by  the  earl  of  Gloucefter;  the  third  by  Simon  Mont- 
fort,  the  general :  and  the  fourth,  altogether  compofed  of  the  citizens  of 
London,  was  under  the  command  of  Nicholas  Seagrave.    Prince  Edward  began 

the 
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the  battle,  by  attacking  the  London  militia  ;  who,  though  of  late  fo  refolute 
and  determined,  turned  their  backs,  on  the  very  firft  onfet.  The  prince, 
eager  to  revenge  the  ignominious  affront*  which  the  populace  of  London  had 
lately  offered  his  mother,  purfued  them  above  four  miles,  and  allowed  them 
no  quarter.  But,  as  ufually  happens  to  thefe  rafh  purfuits  in  the  beginning 
of  an  action,  by  detaching  himfelf  from  the  main  body,  he  was  probably  the 
caufe  of  the  fubfequent  overthrow.  For  in  the  mean  time  the  earls  of  Lei- 
cefter  and  Gloucefter  had  gained  nearly  an  equal  advantage  over  the  king, 
and  his  brother  Richard,  Aware  of  their  utter  ruin  and  extermination, 
fhould  they  lofe  the  battle,  they  fought  with  a  refolution  excited  by  defpair  ; 
and,  meeting  with  but  a  faint  refiftance,  fpeedily  put  the  royal  army  to  the 
moft  diforderly  flight,  and  took  prifoners  both  the  king  and  his  brother,  thus 
deferted  by  their  troops.  Henry  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  earl  of  Leicefter, 
without  a  ftruggle  ;  but  an  incident  is  related  of  the  king  of  the  Romans 
which,  though  not  generally  noticed  by  hiftorians,  may  be  found  in  thean- 
cient  chronicle  of  Mailros,  It  is  there  affirmed  that  Richard,  after  the  defeat 
of  his  troops,  with  a  few  followers,  took  polfeffion  of  a  windmillf  that  ftood 

O  o  2  near 

•  Thefe  gentry  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  infulted  the  queen,  as  (he  was  one  day  palling  over 
the  bridge,  on  her  way  to  Windfor ;  and  that  in  a  very  brutal  way.  They  hooted  after  her,  called 
her  names,  and  even  threw  fiones  at  her. 

t  This  circumftance  is  farther  confirmed  by  a  very  curious  inftance  of  early  fatire,  which 
Dr.  Percy  met  with  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  and  has  inferted  in  his  "  Reliques  of  Ancient 
Poetry."  It  is  fo  much  to  my  prefent  purpofe  that  I  mall  copy  the  whole,  and  add  a  fhort 
explanation.  This  poem  was  probably  written  foon  after  the  battle  of  Lewes,  by  one  of  Simon 
Montfort's  adherents. 


I. 

"  Sitteth  alle  ftille,  ant  herkneth  to  me  j 
The  kyng  of  Alemaigne,  bi  mi  leaute, 
Thritti  thoufent  pound  alkede  he 
For  te  make  the  pees  in  the  countre, 

Ant  fo  he  dude  more. 
Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever  trichard, 

Tricthen  lhalt  thou  never  more. 


II. 

Richard  of  Alemaigne,  whil  that  he  wes  kying, 
He  fpende  al  is  trelour  opon  fwyvyng, 
Haveth  he  nout  of  Wallingford  oferlyng, 
Let  him  habbe,  a(e  he  brew,  bale  to  dryng, 
Maugre  Wyndefore. 
Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever,  &c. 

Tf* 
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near  the  fpot,  which  he  baricadoed,  and  defended,  for  fome  time,  againft 
the  barons  ;  but,  in  the  evening,  was  alfo  forced  to  fubmit, 

It  is  more  eafy  to  conceive,  than  to  defcribe,  the  chagrin  and  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  prince,  on  his  return  from  the  purfuit.  To  find  the  battle  to- 
tally loft ; — his  father  in  the  enemies  hands ; — and  the  regal  power,  to  which 

he 

III.  V. 

The  kyng  of  Alemaigne  wende  do  ful  wel,  By  God,  that  is  aboven  us,  he  dude  muche  finne, 

He  falfed  the  mulne  for  a  cajlel,       •  That  lette  pafTen  over  fee  the  evl  of  Warynne  : 

With  hare  fharpe  fwerdes  he  grounde  the  ftel,  He  hath  robbed  Engelond,  the  mores  ant  the 
He  wende  that  the  fayles  were  mangonel  fenne, 

To  help  Wyndefore.  The  gold,  ant  the  felver,  and  y-boren  henne, 
Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever,  &c.  For  love  of  Wyndefore. 

Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever,  &c. 

IV.  VI. 

The  kyng  of  Alemaigne  gedered  ys  hoft,  Sire  Simond  de  Mounfort  hath  fuore  bi  ys  chyn, 

Makede  him  a  cajlel  of  a  mulne  pofl,  Hevede  he  nou  here  the  erl  of  Waryn, 

Wende  with  is  prude,  ant  is  muchele  boft,         Shuld  he  never  more  come  to  is  yn, 
Brohte  from  Alemayne  mony  fori  goft  Ne  with  fheld,  ne  with  fpere,  ne  with  other  gyn, 

To  ftore  Wyndefore.  To  help  of  Wyndefore. 

Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever,  Sec.  Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever,  &c. 

VII. 

Sire  Simond  de  Montfort  hath  fuore  bi  ys  fot, 
Hevede  he  nou  here  Sire  Hue  de  Bigot : 
Al  he  fhulde  grante  here  twelfmoneth  fcot, 
Shulde  he  never  more  with  his  fot  pot 

To  help  Wyndefore. 
Richard,  thah  thou  be  ever  trichard, 

Tricthen  (halt  thou  never  more." 

The  firft  ftanza  of  this  fatirical  fong,  according  to  Dr.  Percy  the  original  editor  of  it,  alludes  to 
a  circumftance  little  noticed  in  hiftory  :  —  That  the  king  of  the  Romans  had,  by  the  barons,  been 
offered  the  fum  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  to  negotiate  peace  between  them  and  the  king  ;  but,  on 
fuch  terms,  as  would  have  totally  deprived  the  latter  of  all  his  regal  power. — Walling  ford  and  Eyre 
had  been  confirmed  to  Richard,  on  his  marriage  with  Sanchia,  daughter  of  the  count  of  Provence, 
in  1242.  This  fumifhes  matter  for  the  fecpnd  ftanza.  —  The  third  alludes  to  the  circumftance  of 
the  wind-mill  mentioned  above.  —  The  fourth,  to  a  report  raifed  in  England  that  Richard,  after 
his  election  to  the  dignity  of  king  of  the  Romans,  was  about  to  return  and  over-run  the  kingdom 
with  an  army  of  foreigners. — The  fifth,  and  two  following,  lament  the  efcape  of  earl  Warren 
and  Sir  Hugh  Bigot ;  and  infinuate  that,  if  they  once  fell  into  the  hands  of  Simon  Montfort,  they 

mould 
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he  was  heir,  in  all  appearance  utterly  at  a  period,  muft  altogether  confiitute 
the  fevereft  tranfition  from  triumph,  to  abfolute  defpair.  He  refolved  how- 
ever to  make  a  bold  effort  to  change  the  face  of  his  affairs :  — and,  had  this 
effort  been  initantly  made,  while  the  enemy  were  bulled  in  guarding  their 
prifoners  and  in  the  purfuit,  he  would  probably  have  effected  his  purpofe. 
But  his  foldiers,  torpid  with  amazement  at  the  unexpected  change,  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  lift  an  arm.*  Edward,  by  turns,  made  ufe  of  entreaties, 
promifes,  and  threats:  but  all  in  vain.  In  the  interim,  Simon  Montfort  was 
reftoring  order  among  his  troops.  It  is  fuppofed  this  general  had,  on  the 
firft  return  of  the  prince,  little  doubt  but  that  his  forces,  then  in  confufion, 
would  have  been  attacked,  and  the  victory  eafily  wrefted  from  them.  Find- 
ing leifure  allowed  to  rally  them,  he  now  thought  of  nothing  but  of  prevent- 
ing the  prince's  efcape.  To  enfure  his  prize,  he  began  to  fend  propofals  of 
accommodation  ;  while,  by  various  detachments  which  he  fent  in  different 
directions,  he  took  care  to  render  his  retreat  impracticable. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  in  Edward's  little  army  remained  in  extreme  per- 
turbation and  uncertainty.  The  prince  was,  himfelf,  doubtful  what  means 
he  fhould  try  to  relieve  himfelf  from  his  perplexity.  If  he  decided  on  vi- 
gorous meafures,  he  was  not  certain  his  troops  would  fecond  his  efforts. 
Much  time  was  loft  in  endf  avours  to  reanimate  them.  The  frequent  meffages 
of  Leicejler  contributed  alfo  to  prevent  him  from  feizing  the  moment  of  en- 
gaging, or,  at  leaft,  of  retiring  in  good  order.  Effecting  neither,  he  found 
himfelf  fuddenly  encompaffed  by  the  various  detachments  Leicejler  had  fent 
out,  and  now  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  accept  the  belt  conditions  he  fhould  of- 
fer. The  negotiation  laded  but  few  minutes.  It  was  agreed  that  the  ftatutes 
of  Oxford  fhould  be  inviolably  obferved,  and  fome  amendments  made  in 
them,  by  commiffioners  named  by  the  parliament.    In  cafe  fuch  commii- 

fioneis 

fhould  never  more  return  home.  This  fixes  the  date  of  the  ballad.  It  muft  have  been  written 
previous  to  the  defeat  of  the  barons  at  Evejham,  in  1265.  —  Windfor  cattle  was  the  chief  forlrefs  of 
the  king,  and  had  lately  been  garrifoned  by  foreigners.  This  furnilhes  materials  for  the  burthen 
of  each  ftanza. 

*  Juft  at  this  jun&ure,  the  earl  of  Warrenne,  Hugh  de  Bigod,  WUUam  de  Valence,  and  Guy  de 
Lufignan  deferted  him,  with  feven  hundred  men  under  their  command,  and  fled  to  Pevenfcy,  where 
they  embarked  for  the  continent. 
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fioners  mould  not  agree,  the  bufinefs  fhould  be  referred  to  the  count  of  An- 
jou,  the  brother  of  the  French  king  ;  who  fhould  be  affifted  by  tour  lords  of 
his  court. — In  this  there  was  nothing  harfh  or  unfair  :  but  the  next  article 
mud  have  deeply  affecled  a  prince  of  Edward's  high  fpirit.  —  It  was,  in  that, 
propofed  —  that  he  himfelf  and  his  couiin  Henry,  fon  to  the  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, fhould  remain  as  hoftages,  till  every  thing  was  new-regulated  by  the 
parliament.  —  Edward  was  forced  to  confent.  Thefe  articles,  called  the  Mlfe 
or  agreement  of  Lewes,  were  then  figned  by  the  prince,  and  confirmed  by 
his  father,*  who  was  equally  incapable  of  helping  himfelf. 

Thus  ended  the  famous  battle,  or  rather  double  rout,  of  Lewes,  fought  on 
May  14,  1264.  With  the  fcene  of  this  battle  the  author  is  not  unacquainted: 
but  time  has  now  effaced  all  thofe  minuter  recollections,  which  might  ferve  to 
throw  light  on  its  manoeuvres,  and  which  alone  could  demand  much  attention 
from  the  reader. — It  may  be  obferved  however,  in  brief,  that  this  fpot  af- 
fords a  much  better  ftage  for  a  regular  engagement  than  the  vicinity  of 
Evejham,  of  which  fo  much  more  will  be  faid.  The  town  of  Lewes,  bounded 
on  the  eaft  and  weft  by  very  high  downs,  has  on  the  fouth  and  north,  parti- 
cularly the  former,  a  large  expanfe  of  level  meadow-ground,  which  extends 
almoft  to  the  fea.  In  thefe  meadows,  and  pretty  near  the  town,  was  this 
battle  decided.  There  are  ftill  fome  fmall  ruins  of  the  priory  remaining,  to 
which  Henry  was  conducled,  after  his  defeat.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  town, 

on 

*  This  Jigning  and  ratifying  was,  by  no  means,  an  unufual  affair  with  this  moft  versatile 
monarch.  He  had  fworn  to  obferve  the  two  great  charters,  and  had  afterward  broken  his  engage- 
ment almoft  as  many  times  as  he  had  reigned  years.  In  1253,  a  very  ridiculous  fcene,  of  this  kind, 
was  afted.  Henry  required  a  fubfidy,  which  the  barons  would  not  grant,  without  his  fwearing  to 
caufe  the  charters  to  be  better  obferved.  The  king  agreed  to  this,  and  aifembled  in  Weftminfter- 
hall  all  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe  had,  each  of  them,  a  wax-light  in 
his  haad.  Henry  refufed  himfelf  to  ufe  this  ceremony,  telling  them  that  he  would  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,  and  keep  it  there,  during  the  whole  folemnity ;  the  better  to  evidence  the  jincerity 
of  his  intentions.  The  two  charters  were  then  read  aloud,  the  king  ftill  keeping  his  hand  upon  kit 
heart.  The  barons  threw,  each  man,  his  taper  to  the  ground,  and  wijhed  thoje  who  infringed  the 
charters  might  fo  fmoke  in  hell.  They  were  fcarcely  got  out  of  the  hall,  before  the  king  began  to 
take  meafures  to  difengage  himfelf  from  this  covenant. 
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on  a  high  artificial  mount,  there  yet  appears  the  cajlle,  tolerably  entire.  To 
this  caftle,  it  is  faid,  the  king's  troops  endeavoured  to  make  their  way,  after 
they  had  been  driven  from  the  field  :  —  for  it  had  been  previoufly  garrifoned 
by  part  of  the  royal  army.  But,  finding  the  town  was  in  the  power  of  the 
barons,  —  that  the  two  kings  were  taken,  —  and  that  they  would,  in  all  like- 
lihood, be  fpeedily  furrounded,  —  they  laid  down  their  arms,  and  fubmitted 
at  difcretion.  —  Somewhat  farther  to  the  eaft,  is  a  fmaller  mount,  without 
any  remains  of  building  now  vifible.  Its  original  deftination  I  could  never 
learn ;  but,  in  all  probability,  it  was  thrown  up  either  for  the  purpofe  of 
attacking  the  caftle,  (which,  however,  ftands  on  much  higher  ground,)  or 
was  a  fort  of  fortrefs,  fubordinate  to  it. 

Simon  Montfort,  by  this  great  turn  of  fortune,  had  the  king,  and  nearly 
his  whole  family,  at  his  entire  difpofal.  He  feems  fo  completely  to  have 
gained  an  afcendancy  over  his  own  party,  that  fcarcely  are  the  names  of  his 
coadjutors  once  mentioned  in  hiftory.  This  politic  general  made  every  ad- 
vantage of  his  fituation  that  the  moft  crafty  ftatefman  could  devife.  To  thefe, 
all  fuch  as  are  doubtful  of  his  ultimate  intentions,  and  are  advocates  for  the 
purity  of  his  motives,  mould  be  called  on  to  attend.  He,  who  had  lately 
made  no  fcruple  of  difobeying  his  fovereign,  under  the  pretence  of  evil  in- 
fluence, now  tranfacled  nothing  but  in  Henry's  name.  He  obliged  the  king 
to  fend  orders,  —  that  all  the  towns  mould  be  delivered  up  to  the  barons. 
Notice  was,  in  the  fame  way,  fent  to  all  the  fherifFs,  which  empowered  them 
to  take  up  arms  againft  all  who  mould  difturb  the  public  tranquility.  By  this 
artifice,  the  authority  of  the  crown  was  exerted  againft  its  own  partifans  ;  for 
fuch  only  could  now  difturb  the  peace,  with  any  hope  of  advantage.  The 
fame  man,  who  had  thrown  all  in  confufion  to  deprive  the  king  of  that  ar- 
bitrary power  he  would  willingly  have  affirmed,  refented  the  fmalleft  difobe- 
dience  to  any  commands  he  was- now  enabled  himfelf  to  didate. — "  Thus," 
fays  the  impartial  Rapin,  "  do  men  change  their  meafures  and  maxims,  ac- 
cording to  their  interefts,  and  the  fituation  of  their  affairs  :  but  thefe  reflec- 
tions we  fhould  too  often  repeat,  were  we  obliged  to  flop,  for  that  purpofe, 
at  every  opportunity  that  offers." 


The 
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The  chief  end  the  barons  propofed  to  themfelves  by  the  agreement  made 
alter  the  battle  of  Lewes,  —  the  caption  of  prince  Edward, — being  now  at- 
atlained,  they  gave  themfelves  but  little  trouble  about  the  performance  of 
the  other  articles.  They  had  refolved  to  draw  up  the  plan  of  an  entire  new 
form  of  government,  and  to  have  this  fcheme  authorifed  by  the  parliament, 
which  was  to  affemble  in  the  entiling  month  of  June.  The  calling  this  par- 
liament was  liable,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  to  many  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties. It  was  indeed  fummoned  in  the  king's  name,  who  could  not  have 
prevented  even  the  iffuing  a  warrant  for  his  own  execution  ;  but  the  great 
danger  was  that  many  of  the  king's  party  would  intermix  with  this  affembly, 
and  would  not  be  found  over-tradable  in  ratifying  the  new  meafures.  To 
prevent  this,  the  names  of  all  thofe  known  to  have  efpoufed  the  king's  caufe 
were  carefully  omitted  in  the  fummons,  under  pretence  of  their  being  ftill 
in  arms  againft  their  country. 

There  was  yet  another  difficulty.  A  parliament  compofed  only  of  a  fmall 
part  of  thofe  who  had  a  right  to  fit  as  members,  feemed  liable  to  objections, 
and  deficient  in  authority.  It  might  be  efteemed  only  an  ajjembly  of  private 
perfons.  Means  were  therefore  to  be  fought  after  which  might  give  this  meet- 
ing not  only  an  air  of  greater  generality,  but  alfo  of  legal  weight  and  confe- 
quence.  The  king  was,  with  this  view,  obliged  to  fign  commiffions  to  efta- 
blifh,  in  each  county,  certain  officers  or  magiftrates,  entitled  conservators: 
•*  under  colour,"  fays  Rapin,  "  that  they  were  to  preserve  the  privileges  of 
the  people."  Care  was,  however,  taken  that  thefe  confervators  fhould  be 
entirely  dependant  upon  the  barons  :  —  in  other  refpecls  their  office  was  of 
the  greater!:  power  and  authority.  They  had,  in  fhort,  a  commilfion  to  per- 
form whatever  they  Jhould  judge  might  conduce  to  the  liberties  oj  the  fubjedi. 

This  was  only  a  previous  ftep.  In  addition  to  this  the  king  was  compelled 
to  fign  other  orders,  empowering  thefe  confervators  to  nominate  jour  knights 
in  e,  ch  county,  to  fit  in  the  new  parliament  as  the  reprejentatives  of  their  re- 
fpeclive  diftricls.  —  This  latter  regulation  is,  certainly,  the  origin  of  our 
prefent  houfe  of  commons,  as  far  as  regards  the  county  members,  or  knights  of 
the  Jhires.    It  would,  I  fuppofe,  be  difficult  to  adduce  any  proof,  that  the 

citizens 
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citizens  or  burgejfes  actually  formed  a  part  of  any  parliament,  before  the  year 
1295,  the  twenty-third  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  firji  ;*  though  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  cities  and  boroughs  were  written  to,  and  required  to 
depute  members,  on  a  nearly  fubfequent  occafion.  It  is  generally  agreed, 
that  the  Reparation  into  two  dijiindt  houfes  did  not  take  place  till  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  third :  when,  in  the  year  1376,  a  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons was  firft  appointed,  and  that  affembly  began  to  fet  up  diftincl  claims, 
and  aflume  peculiar  privileges. 

But,  as  this  important  point  is  not  even  yet  fo  firmly  eftablifhed  as  not  to 
be  liable  to  feveral  objections,  let  us  advert  to  the  arguments  Rapin  has  ad- 
duced, in  favour  of  this  period.  —  "  Many" — fays  he  — *'  affirm,  that  this 
is  the  firft  time  it  incontejlably  appears  that  the  feveral  counties  of  the  kingdom 
had  fent  deputies  to  the  parliament.  That  all  the  reafons  adduced  to  prove 
the  commons  enjoyed  this  privilege,  before  the  year  1264,  [or  forty-ninth 
of  Henry  III.]  are  fubjecl  to  fo  many  objections,  that  they  cannot  be  allowed 
as  a  convincing  proof.  Indeed  it  feems  that  no  good  reafon  can  be  alledged, 
why  all  hiftorians  have  unanimoufly  taken  notice,  that,  on  this  occafion,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  feveral  counties  fat  in  parliament,  had  it  been  a  prac- 
tice from  the  beginning  of  the  monarchy.  For  what  reafon  mould  they  have 
omitted  making  the  fame  remark  on  fo  many  other  preceeding  parliaments 
which  they  have  mentioned?  It  is  certain, — thofe  who  pretend  to  find  proof 
of  the  people's  fending  their  deputies  to  parliament,  in  ancient  hiftory,  are 
obliged  to  deduce  thefe  proofs  by  confequences  that  do  not  always  appear 
natural." 

Although  this  judicious  hiftorian  expreffes  himfelf  in  fo  guarded  a  manner, 
it  is  eafy  to  perceive  which  way  his  opinion  inclines. — But  in  compliance 
with  the  prefent  temper,  which  is,  by  no  means,  that  of  fubmitting  tamely 
to  authorities,  but  rather  of  judging  for  ourfelves,  whether  we  are  capable 

P  p  or 

•  The  reprefentatives  of  the  borough  of  Evtjham  (which  fends  two  to  parliament)  cannot,  as 
the  reader  will  perceive  by  the  Appendix,  be  traced  higher  than  this  year. 
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or  not,  let  us  take  a  brief  furvey  of  thofe  different  periods,  which  may  con- 
teft  this  important  point  with  the  prefent  conjuncture. 

I.  There  are  authors,  and  thofe  not  few  in  number,  who  look  as  far  back 
as  the  reign  of  Alfred  for  the  origin  of  deputies  from  the  commons.  But  be- 
fide  that  the  fcantinefs  of  matter,  in  fo  early  a  period,  will  deny  them 
any  thing  like  a  proof  of  their  opinion,  the  information  hiftorians  give  us 
of  the  different  councils  eftablilhed  by  Alfred  will  afford  them  but  little,  even 
of  probability,  to  reft  on.  Hiftory  affirms  that  Alfred,  after  he  had  attained  a 
ftate  of  fome  tranquility,  eftablilhed  three  councils.  —  A  privy  council,  to 
which  none  but  perfons  in  the  higheft  efteem  and  confidence  with  the  king 
were  called.  —  Another  compofed  of  the  bilhops,  earls,  vifcounts  or  prefi- 
dents  of  the  counties,  judges,  and  fome  of  the  chief  barons,  or,  as  they 
were  then  called,  thanes.  —  The  third  was  the  general  council  or  aflembly  of 
the  nation,  called  Wittena  Gemot ;  in  which  any  office  of  truft  gave  the  mem- 
bers a  right  to  fit,  independently  of  the  king's  will.  Here,  if  any  where, 
muft  we  fearch  for  a  mixture  of  the  commons.  But  we  hear  of  no  fuch  thing. 
It  was  compofed  of  the  two  archbifhops,  the  bifhops,  earls,  vifcounts  or  high 
fheriffs  of  counties,  and  the  thanes,  or  barons  of  the  firft  rank.  It  is  cer- 
tain, thefe  latter  were  then  but  little  diftinguilhed  from  the  commons,  ex- 
cept by  their  holding  fees  of  the  crown.  But  we  muft  confider,  it  was  this 
lajl  circumftance  alone  that  entitled  them  to  fit :  not  their  being  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  any  collective  body  whatever.* — If  it  he  objected,  which  is  pro- 
bably the  truth,  that  not  even  an  idea  of  what  we,  at  prefent,  call  reprefen- 
tation  then  fubfifted,  it  will  ftill  be  difficult  to  prove  the  loweft  of  thefe  thanes 
were  entitled  to  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  commoners* 

II.  The  next  period  which  affords  any  ground  for  the  fuppofition  of  a 
houfe  of  commons,  (for  we  certainly  muft  look  for  it  among  the  earlier  Norman 
princes,)  is  the  year  1 1 16,  or  fixteenth  of  Henry  the  fir/i.  That  monarch, 
wifhing  to  fecure  the  crown  in  his  family,  is  faid  to  have  called  a  general 

ajfembly 

*  Thofe  who  are  defirous  of  feeing  this  argument,  pro  and  con,  in  its  greattft  extent,  may  con- 
fult  Rapin  vol.  i.  article  Wittena-Gemot. 
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ajjembly  at  Salifbury,  to  propofe  to  them  an  oath  of  acknowledgement  of  his 
fon  William,  as  future  king.  Here  alfo  many  pretend  to  difcover  the  origin 
of  a  houfe  of  commons  ;  at  leaft,  of  the  right  eftablifhed  by  fome  of  that 
order,  to  fit  in  parliament.  They  afiert  that  Henry  convened  the  commons, 
as  well  as  the  nobility  and  clergy,  in  conformity  with  the  Norman  ufage  ; 
and  that  deputies  from  the  people  were  certainly  then  firft  admitted  to  fit. 
Some  go  fo  far  as  to  affirm,  this  was  the  firft  afiembly  in  England  that  re- 
ceived the  name  of  parliament.  This  lattter  affertion  proves  nothing  at  all ; 
as  the  word  is  of  a  general  and  indefinite  fignification  :  and,  with  refped  to  the 
reft,  conjecture  alone  can  be  admitted,  with  more  or  lefs  probability;  as  we 
are  here  left  more  in  the  dark,  with  refped  to  the  component  members  of 
this  afiembly,  than  even  of  thofe  in  the  time  of  Alfred* 

III.  No  other  period  intervenes,  till  near  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  third,  in  which  we  can  find  even  a  probable  footing  for  a  fuppofition  of 
this  kind.  There  is  little  doubt,  I  think,  but  the  barons  had  fome  precedent 
in  view  :  and  they  might  draw  that  precedent  even  from  Saxon  times.  But, 
at  leaft,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  no  certainty,  or  even  great  probability  on 
this  head,  can  be  attained,  till,  during  the  interval  Henry  was  in  the  power 
of  his  barons,  regular  citations  (ftill  extant)  were  firft  ifiued  both  to  abbots 
and  knights  of  the  Jhires.  We  may  therefore  fafely  fix  on  this  period  as  the 
origin  of  the  completion  of  our  prefent  conftitution,  as  to  its  form.  An  origin 
doubtlefs  effected  by  the  lords,  with  no  other  intent  but  that  of  excluding 
the  monarch's  friends,  and  making  up  an  afiembly  compofed  of  their  own : 
but  this  lucky  accident  (as  in  other  inftances  has  frequently  happened)  gave 
rife  to  a  form  of  government,  which,  for  its  exact  ballance  between  liberty 
and  legal  rejlraint,  is  one  of  the  moft  perfect  the  world  ever  faw. 

The  new  parliament,  fo  compofed,  aflembled  on  June  24,  1264.  It  is 
needlefs  to  obferve  its  entire  devotion  to  Simon  Montfort,  and  his  adherents. 
The  plan  of  government,  lately  formed  by  him,  was  fully  approved  by  this 
impartial  afiembly. — The  parliament  itfelf  was  to  name  three  prudent  and  dif- 
creet  commiffioners,-  invefted  with  powers  to  elect  a  council  of  nine  lords* 
To  thefe,  the  whole  adminiftration  of  affairs  was  to  be  entrufted.  The  king, 

P  p  2  with 
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with  confent  of  the  commiffioners,  was  permitted  to  change  fome,  or  even  the 
whole  number  of  thefe  nine  counfellors.  In  cafe  the  three  commiffioners 
fhould  not  agree  on  any  point,  it  mould  be  decided  by  a  plurality  of  votes. 
All  refolutions,  approved  by  any  fix  of  thefe  counfellors,  fhould  be  univer- 
fally  obeyed.  If  it  happened,  that  even  two-thirds  of  the  number  could 
not  be  brought  to  an  agreement,  the  queftion  was  to  be  decided  by  the  three 
commiffioners.  The  king  might  change  or  difcard  even  thefe  commiffioners, 
with  confent  of  the  body  of  the  barons. 

Thefe  regulations  were  to  remain  in  force  till  the  parliament  thought  pro- 
per to  change  or  annul  them.  A  rumour  at  this  time  prevailed  that  the  king 
and  prince  Edward  had  by  no  means  their  option  concerning  thefe  degrading 
articles.  Hints  of  depofition  from  the  throne  are  faid  to  have  been  repeatedly 
thrown  out,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  on  the  one  part.  While,  on  the  other,  an 
idea  of  perpetual  confinement  was  fiudioufly  fuggefted,  fhould  oppofition  be 
made.  In  fuch  a  fituation,  fhould  thefe  princes  have  confented  to  fign,  with 
a  mental  refervation  of  retratling,  whenever  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
them,  we  can  fcarcely  wonder,  though  we  cannot  but  condemn.  Every  thing 
feemed  now  fixed  on  the  firm  footing  the  barons  fo  ardently  defired  ;  and, 
in  facl,  it  appeared  fcarcely  in  the  power  of  fortune  to  effect  a  change. 

About  this  time  an  event  happened,  which,  though  little  to  my  prefent 
purpofe,  fhall  be  mentioned  ;  as  it  will  admirably  illuftrate  the  temper  of 
this  period,  and  fhew  the  guarded  manner  in  which  the  barons  were,  as  yet, 
forced  to  tyrannize.  It  will  alfo  ferve  to  evince  that  the  fame  unfettled  ftate  of 
ufurpation  will,  in  all  times,  produce  nearly  the  fame  line  of  conducl. — During 
the  preceding  year,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  confufion,  the  pope  had  fent  the 
cardinal  of  St.  Sabine,  as  his  legate,  into  England.  On  his  arrival  in  France, 
this  prelate  received  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Leicejler,  advifing  him,  —  that 
it  was  by  no  means  a  proper  time  to  affume  fuch  an  office  in  England  ,  as 
neither  the  barons,  nor  the  common  people,  were  inclined  to  receive  him. 
The  haughty  cardinal  could  not  but  take  offence  at  fuch  a  liberty,  ufed  by 
a  nation  over  which  his  predeceffors  had  been  accuftomed  to  tyrannize  with- 
out controul.  Yet  he  would  not  venture  to  land  on  Englifh  ground.  Pro- 
ceeding 
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ceeding  however  to  Boulogne,  be,  from  thence,  cited  all  the  bifhops  in  Eng- 
land to  appear,  and  give  an  account  of  their  proceedings.  The  bifhops  re- 
fufed,  and  were  all  excommunicated.  They  appealed  to  the  pope.  But,  by 
this  time,  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  being  fettled  in  the  manner  above  re- 
cited, the  barons  agreed  upon  giving  the  legate  fome  fatisfaclion.  They  fent 
four  bifhops,  to  account  for  their  refufal  to  admit  him.  The  cardinal  was 
found  in  the  utmoft  wrath  and  vexation.  Inftead  of  an  anfwer,  he  com- 
manded thefe  bifhops  to  return,  and  excommunicate  Simon  Montfort ,  byname, 
the  whole  city  of  London,  and  the  eftates  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter.  —  The 
refufal  of  the  barons  to  admit  this  meddling  ecclefiaftic  was,  at  that  time, 
neceffary  and  proper :  but  the  fteps  they  took  afterwards  to  fruftrate  this 
latter  miffion  was  mean,  and  unworthy  the  rulers  of  any  nation.  —  Thefe 
envoys  had  no  fooner  fet  out  on  their  commiffion,  but  they  met  at  fea  an 
armed  fhip  full  of  ruffians ;  who,  pretending  to  be  pirates,  rifled  them  of  all 
their  effecls  and  papers,  and  threw  the  latter  over-board.  This  trick  ferved 
however  to  convince  the  legate,  that  it  was  no  time  for  him  to  carry  his 
point ;  and  he  retreated,  in  fome  hafte,  back  to  Rome, 

At  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  1264,  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  now  Sovereign 
in  all  but  title,  had  the  good  fortune  to  extricate  himfelf  from  two  confider- 
able  difficulties.  The  queen  of  Henry,  at  that  time  abroad,  threatened  an 
invafion ;  which  it  feemed  the  defign  of  the  Welfh  prince  Llewellyn,  and  feveral 
Englifh  lords  on  the  borders  of  Wales,  to  fecond.  He  contrived  firft  to  gain 
over  Llewellyn  :  which  having  effected,  the  defeat  of  the  borderers  was  eafy 
and  certain.  In  the  mean  time,  fortune  fo  favoured  him  in  another  quarter, 
that  the  wind  continued  unfavourable  to  the  queen's  projecl,  till  the  approach 
of  winter  made  it  neceffary  to  difband  her  troops. 

"  All  this  while,"  fays  Rapin,  M  the  king  was  in  cuftody  of  the  earl  of 
Leicefter  ;  who  managed  him  as  he  pleafed,  making  him  ad  againft  his  own 
intereft,  under  the  pretence  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  his  kingdom." — But 
his  deliverance  was  now  at  hand.  The  barons,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1265,  began  to  regard,  with  a  jealous  eye,  the  immoderate 

power 
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power  afTumed  by  Leicejier.  It  feemed  to  them,  though  of  a  different  kind, 
more  uniformly  abfolute  than  that  ever  exercifed  by  the  king. 

Above  all,  the  earl  of  Gloucefter  conceived  the  greateft  difcontent  at  his 
proceedings.    This  man  appears,  throughout,  well-intentioned:  —  to  have 
formed  a  juft  idea  of  the  ballance,  that  mould  ever  be  preferved,  between 
the  regal  power  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeel :  —  but  he  was  fufpicious,  wa- 
vering, and  irrefolute.    Thefe  qualities,  evil  in  themfelves,  yet  ferved  to 
deliver  the  kingdom  from  a  tyranny  that  would,  doubtlefs,  have  increafed 
to  the  utmoft  point  allowed  it.    He  thought  he  difcovered,  in  Leice/ler,  de- 
figns  upon  the  throne  itfelf.    All  his  zeal  for  the  public  good  feemed,  to  him, 
a  mere  pretence,  to  obtain  the  better  this  ambitious  end.    He.  began  to  re- 
pent of  the  affiftance  he  had  afforded  a  man,  who  now  had  it  in  his  power, 
and  whom  he  feared  might  ufe  that  power,  to  opprefs  him,  equally  with  the 
meaneji  fubjeel.    An  incident,  that  juft  now  happened,  confirmed  all  thefe 
fufpicions,  and  heightened  his  jealoufy.    The  earl  of  Derby,  no  great  friend 
to  Leicejier,  had,  for  too  freely  cenfuring  fome  meafures  he  had  adopted, 
been  lately  fent  to  the  Tower.    Leicejier  hoped,  by  a  few  examples  of  this 
kind,  to  filence  at  leaft  his  open  opponents.   Added  to  this,  Gloucefter  thought 
he  difcovered  in  him  a  cold  and  referved  behaviour,  that  feemed  a  prefage  of  his 
own  fpeedy  ruin.    He  had,  in  facl,  by  this  tyrannical  baron,  not  only  been 
excluded  from  the  privy  council,  but  alfo  from  a  participation  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  all  public  affairs.    All  thefe  circumftances  inclined  him  ftrongly 
to  favour  the  malecontents,  on  the  borders.    It  appeared  to  him  merely  a 
meafure  of  felf -defence,  againft  the  ambitious  defigns  of  a  man,  whom  he 
could  not  look  on  but  as  a  fecret  enemy.    He  could  not  however  manage  his 
affairs  with  fuch  privacy,  as  to  elude  the  vigilant  fagacity  of  Leicejier.  An 
order  from  the  council  fuddenly  came  forth,  commanding  all  thofe  who  had 
lately  appeared  in  arms  againft  the  eftablifhed  government,  to  repair  to  Ire- 
land.   Gloucefter  now  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  throw  off  the  mafk ;  and,  in* 
Head  of  retiring  to  Ireland,  all  thefe  exiles  found  a  retreat  and  protection 
on  his  eftates. 

A  rumour  very  dangerous  to  Leicefter's  intereft,  foon  after,  fprang  up: — 

whether 
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whether  the  fabrication  of  his  enemies,  or  the  mere  echo  of  truth,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  determine.  It  was  faid  that  his  treatment  of  the  royal  prifoners 
was  fo  fevere,  as  to  make  his  ultimate  ill-intentions  evident  to  all.  Leicejter 
thought  it  abfolutely  necefTary  to  ftifie  fo  pernicious  a  report;  but,  for  fo  able 
a  ftatefman,  certainly  adopted  a  very  Jhallow  meafure  to  effed  his  purpofe. 
He  fummoned  a  parliament ;  the  chief  intention  of  which  was,  as  he  gave 
out,  to  find  means  to  grant  to  prince  Edward  his  liberty.  He  wifned  to  prove, 
by  his  feeming  readinefs  to  reftore  freedom  to  the  heir  of  the  crown,  that  it 
could  not,  poffibly,  be  his  intention  to  afpire  to  it.  In  this  parliament, 
every  county  was  required  to  fend  two  knights  to  reprefent  it,  and  every 
town  or  city,  two  members.  This  therefore  is  the  undoubted  origin  of  borough 
reprefentation :  but  that  their  deputies  continued  as  regular  members  to  fit  in 
parliament,  till  fome  time  after  Edward  the  firji  afcended  the  throne,  may 
reafonably  be  difputed.  On  this  occafion,  Rapin  remarks  that  — "  fome 
from  hence  obferve  that,  as  the  generality  of  hiftorians  take  no  notice  of  its 
being  a  novelty,  it  follows  of  confequence  that  it  was  an  ufual  pradice.  Others 
alledge,  —  that  if  it  had  been  a  cujlom,  it  would  have  been  ufelefs  to  have 
taken  any  notice  at  all  of  this  particular ;  after  having  mentioned  fo  many 
other  parliaments,  without  the  fame  remark."  —  He  then  adds,  —  "  I  leave 
it  to  the  reader  to  approve,  which  of  thefe  two  confequenc.es  he  thinks  the  mod 
natural." 

It  would  feem  to  evince  an  undue  bias  to  obferve,  that  this  new  parlia- 
ment was  entirely  under  Leiceflers  direction,  were  it  not  the  remark  of  al- 
moft  every  hiftorian  of  this  period.  In  their  very  firft  deliberation,  an  order 
was  procured  for  the  enlargement  of  prince  Edward  :  but  with  are/lriclion, 
that  made  fuch  enlargement  of  no  manner  of  advantage  to  him.  He  was 
ordered  conftantly  to  attend  his  father,  and  in  all  things  to  obey  him.  Now  his 
father  being  totally  under  the  protection  of  the  earl,  this  was  granting  a  man 
liberty,  provided  he  could,  himfelf,  attain  it.  It  was  a  blind  man  with  his  more 
fagacious  dog  in  a  firing,  whom  an  unlucky  varlet  was  conducting  into  a  ditch, 
Rapin  calls  it,  —  throwing  dujl  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  ;  and  fo  it  really  was :  — 
but,  to  fuppofe  the  public  were  blinded  by  that  dujl,  is  contrary  to  the  tenor 
of  fubfequent  events.    In  confequence  however  of  this  order,  the  prince 

was 
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was  removed  from  the  caftle  of  Dover,  where  he  had  remained  a  prifoner 
fince  the  battle  of  Lewes,  and  placed  with  his  father  ;  and  this  was  the  liber- 
ty Leice/ier  fee med  fo  anxious  he  mould  enjoy.  The  earl,  meanwhile,  took 
iiifficient  care  of  both  ;  —  kindly  carried  them  every  where  with  him; — and 
ieemed  never  tired  of  their  company. 

Gloucejler  s  fufpicions  were  not  much  allayed  by  this  pantomimical  fcene.  It 
appeared  now  evident  to  him,  that  Lekejler  was  aiming  at  the  throne.  Still, 
however,  he  would  not  have  chofen  to  enter  upon  hoftile  meafures,  had  not 
an  event,  which  now  happened,  deprived  him  of  the  freedom  of  choice. 
Simon  Montfort's  two  fons  proclaimed  a  tournament,  and  invited  all  the  lords 
to  attend  it.  Gloucejler,  whofe  fufpicions  never  llept,  imagined  it  was  meant 
as  a  fnare.  It  is  impoflible,  at  this  time,  to  judge  whether  his  miftruft  of 
them  was  well  grounded  or  not;  but  he  acled  altogether,  as  if  he  had,  him- 
felf,  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  matter.  He  immediately,  and  publicly 
joined  the  lords  of  the  Welfh  marches,  who  were  in  arms  againft  Lekejler, 
and  ftored  his  caftles  for  defence.  His  enemies  probably  wifhed  for  nothing 
more.  A  proclamation  came  out,  by  which  he  and  his  adherents  were  de- 
clared traitors,  and  enemies  to  the  (rate.  Lekejler  fet  out  directly,  at  the 
head  of  fome  troops,  to  punifh  thefe  enemies  of  his  Sovereign  ;  and  directed 
his  march  toward  Hereford,  attended  by  his  two  royal  prifoners.* 

Notwithstanding  the  great  vigilance  of  the  earl  to  prevent  the  efcape  of 
thefe  unhappy  captives,  Gloucejler  foon  after  laid  a  very  artful  fcheme  to  de- 
liver prince  Edward  from  his  confinement.  Here  one  would  naturally  en- 
quire, why  he  did  not  rather  attempt  to  effect  the  liberty  of  Henry  himfelf ;  as 
he  muft  have  been  aware  of  the  fuperior  advantages  to  be  gained  by  it?  But 
it  is  probable,  either  that  the  king  was  guarded  with  more  caution  than  his 
fon ;  or  this  earl,  who  well  knew  both,  might  expect  more  afliftance  from 
the  aB'wity  of  the  young  prince,  than  even  from  the  regal  authority  of  his  fpi- 
ritlefs  fire. 

Roger 

*  Hiftory  docs  not  inform  us  what  had  become  of  Richard*  the  king's  brother : — but  we,  foon 
after,  find  him  in  the  cuftody  of  young  Montjort,  at  Kenilworth  caftle. 
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Roger  Mortimer,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Welch  marches,  was  confulted 
concerning  this  defign,  and  became  the  inftrument  of  its  fuccefsful  execution 
by  a  very  curious  and  unexpected  device.  He  contrived  that  one  of  his 
friends  in  the  town  of  Hereford,  where  he  had  many  connexions,  mould  pre- 
fent  Edward  with  a  very  fleet  horfe  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  hint  at  the  ufe 
they  wifhed  him  to  make  of  his  fpeed.  The  prince,  thus  tutored,  began  to 
complain  of  indifpofition,  which  he  fuppofed  might  arife  from  want  of  ex- 
ercife,  and  begged  permiffion  fometimes  to  ride  on  horfeback.  Lelcejier  fuf- 
pecling  nothing,  gave  him  leave :  but  ufed  as  many  precautions  againft  an 
efcape,  as  if  he  concluded  it  would  be  attempted.  A  guard  had  been  con- 
ftantly  kept  about  the  prince  :  but,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  fome  perfons, 
well  mounted,  were  ordered  to  ride  by  his  fide,  and  keep  a  ftrid  eye  upon 
all  his  motions.  Edward  took  horfe,  and  rode  into  the  fields ;  where,  after 
having  exercifed  two  other  horfes,  he,  at  lafi,  called  for  that  which  had  been 
lately  prefented  to  him.  This  horfe,  as  he  pretended,  wanted  farther  break- 
ing in  ;  and,  fetting  him  upon  his  paces,  contrived  to  get  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  his  guard.  His  equeftrian  companions  ftill  however  kept  clofe,  on  each 
fide.  Having  arrived  at  a  fpot  which  feemed  favourable  to  his  purpofe,  the 
prince  fuddenly  giving  his  horfe  the  fpur,  and  laying  the  rein  on  his  neck, 
was  at  a  confiderable  diftance  before  his  careful  guardians  could  do  more  than 
gape  after  fuch  an  unlooked  for  frolic.  Recovering  from  their  amazement, 
they  purfued  with  all  fpeed  ;  but  were  foon  checked  by  the  appearance  of  a 
body  of  horfe,  which  Gloucejier  had  previoufly  fent  out  to  favour  Edward's 
efcape.* 

Q  q  His 

*  A  late  compiler  of  the  Englilh  hiftory  [Smollet]  gives  rather  a  different  account  of  this 
efcape.  But  I  cannot  help  fufpe&ing  this  writer,  the  tenor  of  whofe  narrative  runs  fo  fmoothly 
and  uninterruptedly,  and  who  appears  to  have  met  with  no  difficulties  where  other  more  fcrupulous 
authors  have  been  obftrufted  by  them,  of  fometimes  coaxing  events  fo  as  belt  to  fuit  his  purpofe. 
He  feems  to  have  weighed  probabilities  againft  each  other,  rather  than  authorities.  His  account  of 
this  tranfattion  is  as  follows  :  — ««  He,"  (the  earl  of  Gloucefter,)  "  by  means  of  his  brother  Thomas 
de  Clare,  who  attended  Edward  as  a  companion,  communicated  his  refolution  to  that  prince,  who 
readily  embraced  the  occafion  of  retrieving  his  liberty,  and  promifed  to  aft  according  to  the  di- 
rections he  received.   In  purfuance  of  thefe,  he  one  day  rode  forth  in  the  afternoon  to  divert 

himfelf 
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His  liberty  was  now  fecure.  Gloucejler  received  him  with  much  joy  and 
refpecl,  but  with  a  provifionary  caution  which  fets  the  character  of  this  lord 
in  no  unfavourable  light.  He  reprefented  to  him,  that,  although  he  had 
thus  favoured  his  efcape,  he  would,  on  no  account,  fecond  any  farther  at- 
tempts at  arbitrary  power.  He  informed  him  that  he  could  promife  him  af- 
fiftance  on  no  other  terms,  but  his  fwearing  to  re-eftablifh  the  ancient  laws, 
in  full  force,  and  to  remove  all  ftrangers  from  about  the  king's  perfon.  With 
all  his  defects,  one  cannot  but  admire  this  nobleman's  moderation  and  good 
fenfe.  We  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  what  appears  in  his  conduct:  like  irre- 
folution  and  inconitancy,  was  forced  upon  him  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 
That  his  party  changed  their  maxims,  to  preferve  which  inviolate,  himfelf  was 
obliged  to  change  his  party.  —  After  Edward  had  taken  the  oath,  Gloucejler 
reiigned  to  him  the  command  of  the  troops  he  had  raifed.  He  was  joined 
alfo  by  the  heroic  John  Giffard,  at  the  head  of  a  very  large  body,  both  of 
horfe  and  foot.  In  a  few  days  he  was  farther  reinforced  by  William  de  Valence, 
John  earl  oiWarenne,  and  Hugh  Bigod,  then  lately  returned  to  England,  and 
fully  recovered  from  the  panic  which  had  feized  them  at  Lewes.  Knighton* 
adds  that  the  populace  received  the  news  of  Edward's  efcape  with  unfpeakable 
joy  ;  and,  nocking  from  all  quarters  to  his  ltandard,  foon  encreafed  his  army 
to  a  prodigious  force  and  magnitude. 

Lekejler  likewife  heard  the  news,  and  appeared  to  receive  it  with  much 
unconcern  and  indifference.    Yet  we  cannot  fuppofe  him  ignorant  of,  or 

infenfible 

himfelf  in  Widmarjh  near  Hereford,  accompanied  by  his  ufual  guards  and  attendants,  and  made 
running  matches  between  them  until  he  had  tired  all  their  horfes.  In  the  evening  the  lord  Croft 
appearing  on  the  afcent  of  T ulington-hill,  and  waving  his  bonnet  according  to  agreement,  the  prince 
mounted  a  fteed  of  incomparable  fleetnefs,  which  he  had  referved  for  the  purpofe,  and  bade  adieu 
to  his  keepers,  who  purfued  him  for  fome  time,  until  they  faw  him  received  by  Roger  de  Mortimer, 
with  a  party  of  men,  who  had  concealed  themfelves  in  a  neighbouring  wood,  and  now  conducted 
him  to  the  caftle  of  Wigmore* 

*  This  author  was  canon  of  Leicefter,  and  wrote  a  fort  of  chronicle  of  Englifh  events  down 
to  his  own  time.  As  he  is,  in  this  part,  often  more  circumftantial  than  any  other  writer,  he  will 
lometimes  be  more  clofely  followed. 
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infenfible  to,  the  probable  bad  confequences  of  fuch  an  event.  He  conti- 
nued (till  to  iffue  orders  in  the  king's  name,  and  under  the  great  fignature. 
In  thefe  he  exhibited  more  than  common  fkill  in  confounding  right  with 
wrong  ;  in  blending  the  public  intereft  with  his  own,  and  that  of  his  crea- 
tures and  dependants.  One  acl  is  recorded,  which  proved  very  advantageous 
to  the  nation.  The  pope  had  long  made  his  offer  of  the  crown  of  Sicily  to 
prince  Edmund,  Henrys  fecond  fon,  a  pretence  for  pillaging  the  public,  to 
fupport  that  claim.  Leicefter  knew  the  people  no  longer  retained  their  for- 
mer reverence  for  the  pontiff:  and  therefore,  to  the  general  fatisfaclion, 
ifTued  a  commiflion  which  authorifed  him,  in  the  king's  and  his  fon's  name, 
to  renounce  all  right  to  that  kingdom.  This  he  caufed  the  king  himfelf  to 
ratify,  in  a  formal  letter  to  the  pope. 

But  the  downfal  of  all  his  mock  authority  was  now  rapidly  approaching. 
He  did  every  thing  poffible  to  avert  the  ftorm,  which  his  uncommon  fagacity 
could  not  but  forefee.  He  fent  very  ftricl  orders  to  all  fubjecls  to  oppofe 
with  all  their  might  the  liberated  prince,  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,.  and  their 
followers,  whom  he  honoured  with  the  title  of  traitors,  and  enemies  to  their 
country.  He  fent  to  his  fon  Simon  Montfort,  then  engaged  in  the  fiege  of 
Pevenfey  caftle,  in  Suffex,  to  march  immediately  to  his  affiftance.  All  the  mi- 
litary tenants  of  the  crown  were  fummoned  to  meet  the  king  at  Gloucefter ; 
but,  before  this  order  could  be  obeyed,  the  city  of  Gloucefter  was  taken  by 
his  aclive  opponents.  He  found  alfo  on  his  march  from  Hereford  to  fuccour 
that  place,  all  the  bridges  on  the  Severn  broken  down,  to  intercept  him.  All 
communication  with  London,  which  had  been  formerly  his  chief  refource, 
being  cut  off,  his  only  acceflible  ally  was  Llewellyn,  prince  of  North  Wales. 
To  him  he  had  recourfe  in  this  emergency,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  ravage 
the  eflates  of  Gloucefter,  in  Glamorganfhire,  and  to  fend  him  a  body  of  Welch 
forces.  Thus  reinforced,  he  marched  back  to  Monmouth,  followed  every 
where  by  detachments  of  the  enemy.  From  Monmouth  he  proceeded  to  New- 
port, where  he  expecled  fome  vefTels  from  Briftol,  to  enable  him  to  pafs  the 
Severn.  But  Gloucefter,  by  blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  Avon,  prevented 
all  affiftance  from  that  quarter  ;  and  Edward,  by  forced  marches,  by  night, 

Qq2  had 
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had  got  round  to  Newport,  and  only  waited  for  day-light  to  attack  his  difpi- 
rited  forces. 

A  battle  would  have  been  too  hazardous  in  fuch  a  fituation.  He  there- 
fore withdrew,  in  the  middle  of  a  dark  and  ftormy  night,  and  took  refuge 
in  North  Wales.  From  thence  he  paffed,  through  woods  and  over  moun- 
tains, once  more  to  Hereford,  where  he  determined  to  wait  till  he  could  find 
fome  means  of  repaying  the  Severn. 

In  the  interim,  young  Montfort,  who  feems  in  activity  to  have  vied  with 
his  fire,  collected  what  forces  he  could,  to  the  amount,  fays  Knighton,*  of 
twenty  bannerets,  and  a  great  number  of  the  commonalty  ;  and  began  his 
march  toward  the  weft.  In  his  progrefs,  he  took  Winchefler  by  ftorm,  and 
was  admited,  without  opposition,  into  Oxford  and  Northampton  :  from  which 
latter  place,  he  proceeded  direclly  to  Kemlwortlu  Here  he  thought  himfclf 
in  fufficient  fecurity  to  give  a  little  reft  to  his  harraffed  troops,  and  quartered 
them  about  the  town  and  the  vicinity,  without  much  attention  to  a  proper 
vigilance  or  difcipline. 

But  Edward,  his  ftill  more  aclive  adverfary,  was  foon  informed  of  his  ar- 
rival, and  of  his  negligence,  He  knew  alfo  of  the  intended  junction  with 
Lekejler,  and  concluded  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  loft  in  attempting  to 
cut  off  this  communication.  Knighton  informs  us,  that  he  maintained  a  fe- 
male fpy,  of  the  name  of  Margoth ;  who  by  means  of  one  Ralph  de  Arderne, 
then  in  the  fervice  of  young  Montfort,  and  probably  her  lover,  obtained  for 
him  every  intelligence  he  could  denre.  He  departed  from  Worce/ler  by  night, 
with  fuch  force  as  he  deemed  fufficient,  and  halted  in  a  deep  valley  near  Ke- 
nilworth,  which  his  fpy  had  pointed  out  to  him  as  a  proper  place  to  prepare 
for  the  attack.  During  this  preparation  a  great  clamour',  which  feemed  to 
proceed  from  the  enemy's  camp,  gave  a  fudden  alarm  to  his  little  troop. 
Concluding  that  young  Montfort  had  been  apprized  of  the  ambufcade,  and 

was 

*  This  author  alfo  affirms,  that  thefe  troops  were  raifed  in  the  north  :  but  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom was  much  devoted  to  the  oppofite  intereft. 
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was  haftening  to  fruftrate  his  intentions,  in  great  hafte  and  trepidation  they 
drew  up,  in  the  belt  order  they  were  able,  and  advanced  to  meet  him.  The 
alarm  foon  ceafed,  when  they  perceived  the  long  baggage-waggons  of  young 
Montfort's  army,  coming  forth  in  queft  of  provifions.  Thefe  they  immediately 
attacked  ;  and,  taking  the  efcort  prifoners,  appropriated  the  horfes,  which 
they  much  wanted,  to  their  own  ufe.  Proceeding  onward,  they  furprifed 
the  enemy  juft  at  day-break,  difperfed  about  in  the  town  and  adjacent  con- 
vent, ere  they  were  recovered  from  ilumber  fufficiently  to  fee  their  danger  ; 
and  many,  fays  the  old  chronicler,  were,  on  that  occafion,  plentifully  phle- 
hotomifed.* 

Fifteen  ftandards  were  the  trophies  of  this  well-managed  excurfion,  and  a 
prodigious  booty,  which  young  Montjort  had  collected  from  the  captured 
towns.  The  ftandards  proved  afterward  of  the  higheft  utility  to  Edward. 
Among  the  prifoners  were  the  earl  of  Oxford,  William  de  Monlchenfy,  Baldwin 
Wake,  Hugh  Neville,  Adam  de  Neumarche,  and  many  other  diftinguifhed  per- 
fons.  Young  Montjort  himfelf  efcaped.  He,  with  a  few  attendants,  had 
paffed  the  night  in  his  camp,t  which  it  was  not  judged  expedient  to  attack. 

There  are  few  perfons  whom  the  author  has  eonfulted  concerning  the  par- 
ticulars immediately  preceding  the  battle,  but  fuppofe  that  Edward  marched 
immediately  from  Kenilworth,  to  the  attack  of  Eve/ham.  .  But  all  hiftorians 
agree  in  afTerting  the  contrary.  We  have  even  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  prince 
was  not  informed  of  the  old  earl's  removal  to  that  place,  till  he  had  joined 
the  reft  of  his  forces  at  Wurce/ler,  Knighton  alferts,  that  he  (laid  two  whole 
days  at  Worcejler  after  his  return,  and  afterward  approached  to  Evcjham,  on 
the  northern  fide,  as  if  he  had  come  from  Kenilworth.  The  requifite  intelli- 
gence between  contending  armies,  by  means  of  fpies  or  reconnoitring  par- 
ties, Was  then  fo  ill  fupported,  that  it  is  highly  probable  the  two  armies  ef- 
fected their  march,  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other,  without  either  party's 

being 

*  Et  erant  multi  minuti  fanguine  vena. 

t  Knighton  probably  means  the  caftle  ,•  in  which  young  Montjort,  with  the  captive  king  of  the 
Romans,  now  (hut  himfelf  up. 
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being  apprized  of  the  matter.  The  rapid  progrefs  of  both,  at  this  period, 
muft  have  given  little  time  for  any  intelligence  to  arrive.  At  Worcejier,  it  is 
certain,  Edward  firft  heard  that  his  wily  antagonift  had  pafTed  the  Severn, 
during  his  abfence  ;  and,  after  a  very  fhort  ftay  at  Kemfey,  had  removed  in 
the  night  to  EveJIiam,  with  the  hope  of  fpeedily  joining  his  fon  at  Kcnilwortlu 

Having  received  this  intelligence,  the  prince  once  more  departed  from 
Worcejier,  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force,  about  funfet,  on  Auguft  3, 
1265.  He  directed  his  march,  at  firft,  toward  Bridgnorth,  and  gave  out  that 
his  defign  was  to  attack  that  place,  then  in  the  barons  intereft.  This  was 
merely  a  manoeuvre,  pradifed  by  this  fkilful  general,  to  deceive  the  enemy's 
fpies.  After  a  march  of  a  few  miles,  he  fuddenly  faced  about  towards  Evejham; 
which,  lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  fifteen  miles,  he  could,  by  an  eafy  pro- 
grefs, reach  early  in  the  following  day.  He  made  his  appearance,  on  the 
heights  above  that  town,  pretty  early  on  the  fourth*  of  Auguft  ;  and,  halt- 
ing about  two  miles  from  it,  drew  up  his  army  in  three  divifions.  Of  one  of 
thefe  he  took  charge  himfelf ;  another  he  entrufted  to  the  earl  of  Gloucefter ; 
and  Mortimer  is  faid  to  have  led  the  third,  as  a  body  of  referve,  in  the  rear* 
Aware  that  his  army  muft  feem  to  Leicefler  as  on  their  march  from  Kenilworth, 
he  forefaw  the  deception  this  circumftance  would  probably  caufe ;  and,  far- 
ther to  humour  it,  ordered  the  ftandards  taken  from  young  Montfort  to  be 
erecled  in  the  van.  With  all  poflible  expedition  he  haftened  to  occupy  the 
brow  of  the  defcent  into  the  town,  before  the  earl  could  recover  from  his 
miftake,  or  from  the  furprife  which,  on  his  recovery,  fuch  an  unwelcome 
reality  muft  occafion- 

Thefe  precautions  were  as  effeclual  to  their  purpofe,  as  mafterly  in  their 
defign.  The  old  earl  was,  as  we  (hall  find,  completely  deceived ;  and  ftill 
lay,  in  the  utmoft  fecurity,  at  the  Abbey,  dreaming  of  nothing  but  his  fon's 
approach. — But  before  I  enter  on  farther  particulars,  it  may  be  requifite  to 

fubmit 

*  Smollet  affirms  the  battle  was  fought  on  Auguft  the  fifth :  jn  which  cafe,  Edward  did  not 
probably  leave  Worcefter  till  the  evening  of  the  fourth.  But  Rapin  and  moft  other  hiftorians  men- 
tion the  fourth  as  the  day  of  battle. 
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fubmit  to  the  reader  a  fort  of  outline  of  the  fpot  on  which  this  important 
battle  was  decided.  As  it  occupies  a  part  of  the  profpect  from  the  apartment 
in  which  I  write,  fome  minuter  notices  than  are  ufual  may  reafonably  be  ex- 
pecled. 

The  military  talents  of  Simon  Montfort  have  been  highly  celebrated.  Ra- 
pin,  among  other  writers,  greatly  extols  them.  "  He  took," — fays  that  au- 
thor—  **  no  poll,  without  providing  againft  confequences,  by  fecuring  a  re- 
treat."—  I  do  not  pretend  to  (kill  enough  of  this  fpecies,  to  decide  whether 
Eve/ham  were  that  fort  of  poft,  or  not :  but  it  does  not  appear,  to  an  unex- 
perienced obferver,  as  any  other  than  a  fort  of  cul  de  fac.  Yet  as  Lekejler 
could  not  intend  to  make  that  place  the  fcene  of  battle,  this  overfight,  if  it 
be  fuch,  can  prove  no  difparagement  to  his  military  capacity.  From  what 
follows  the  reader  will  eafily  difcern,  that  few  frtuations  could  be  fingled  out 
where  the  conquering  party  might  with  better  reafon  exclaim  —  va  viStis  (* — » 
than  the  northern  approach  to  the  town  of  Eve/ham, 

The  town  itfelf  lies  in  a  deep  and  finely  varied  bottom.  Northward  a 
road  runs  from  it  into  Warwickihire,  along  the  ridge  of  a  hill  neither  very 
high  or  very  fteep,  yet  with  one  pretty  confiderable  afcent  at  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  one  mile.  This  acclivity  was  doubtlefs  the  fpot  on  which  the  battle 
commenced,  and  where  the  main  ftrefs  of  it  lay.  The  road  afterward  very 
gradually  afcends  to  near  the  diftance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town, 
where  the  prefent  turnpike-gate  is  placed.  On  both  fides  of  the  road,  after 
the  firft  mentioned  quick  afcent,  are  level  fpaces  of  fome  extent,  particularly 
to  the  eaftward:  but  the  ground,  on  each  hand,  foon  defcends  rather 
abruptly,  and  with  a  broken  furface.  Juft  at  the  turnpike-gate,  an  ancient 
road,  now  in  little  ufe,  but,  as  is  reported,  formerly  the  great  road  to  the 
metropolis,  branches  eaftward  from  the  turnpike,  down  to  the  river.  Op- 
pofite  this  is  another  road,  ftill  frequented,  and  leading  weftward  to  the  city 
of  Worcejler.  A  little  nearer  the  town,  on  the  fame  fide,  is  the  fpot  called 
Battle-well,  but  which  has  nothing  but  a  very  confufed  tradition  to  fupport 

its 


*  Woe  to  the  vanquiflied ! 
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its  claim  to  that  appellation.  The  river  Avon,  running  fouth  of  Eve/ham, 
flows,  in  a  femicircle,  at  the  bottom  of  the  broken  grounds./ on  both  fides, 
and  thus  enclofes  a  fpace  of  about  a  mile  and  an  half,  in  its  largeft  diameter. 

From  what  has  been  previoufly  advanced,  it  is  evident  that  the  road 
which  branches  weftward,  and  leads,  through  part  of  the  parilh  of  Fladbury, 
to  Worcefter,  muft  have  been  the  way  by  which  prince  Edward  approached  to 
Eve/ham.  This  is  now  a  turnpike  road  ;  and  though  but  little  frequented,  in 
comparifon  of  the  great  London  road  to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  is  known  to 
be  of  great  antiquity.  There  is  fufficient  evidence  to  prove,  that,  at  a  place 
called  Ghadbury,  (in  ancient  times  Chadelburi,)  where  the  hills  contract  greatly 
the  level  fpace  by  approaching  the  river,  there  formerly  flood  a  cajlle  to  de- 
fend the  pafs. 

There  is  alfo  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  this  was  the  ancient  road  from 
Worcejler  to  the  metropolis  ;  and  probably  the  only  one  exifting  at  the  period 
in  which  the  battle  was  fought.  That  it  was,  at  one  time,  farther  extended, 
its  continuation,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Warwicklhire  road,  will  plainly 
evince.  In  addition  to  this,  I  have  myfelf  been  fhewn,  when  the  water  was 
low,  the  piers  and  other  manifeft  tokens  of  a  broken  bridge,  at  the  very 
point  where  this  continuation  of  it  is  intercepted  by  the  river.  This  bridge, 
if  its  former  exiftence  be  allowed,  muft  have  connected  it  with  the  parifh  of 
Offenham,  which  lies  clofe  on  the  oppofite  bank,  and  probably  afforded  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  metropolis,  through  a  more  eafy  and  level  country  than  that 
through  which  the  prefent  great  road  paffes. 

This  broken  bridge,  of  which  the  exiftence  is  indifputable,  might  give  rife 
to  various  conjectures  that  we  have  not,  at  prefent,  even  a  tradition  left  to 
confirm.  Hollingshed  indeed  afferts,  that,  immediately  after  Edward's  efcape, 
he  gave  orders  that  all  the  bridges  in  this  country  fhould  be  broken  down, 
to  prevent  Leicefler's  furprifing  his  party,  before  it  had  attained  fufficient 
ftrength  to  oppofe  him.  But  other  authors  confine  this  circumftance  merely 
to  the  bridges  over  the  Severn.  Neither  does  that  in  queftion  feem  fo  near 
to,  what  muft  then  have  appeared,  the  probable  fcene  of  action,  as  to  have 

been 
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been  affected  by  this  order.  All  things  confidered,  it  may  not  perhaps  be 
deemed  too  wild  a  conjecture  to  fuppofe,  that  this  very  bridge  was  broken 
down  by  the  prince,  immediately  before  the  battle ;  to  prevent  all  poffibility  of 
the  earl's. efcape  to  the  metropolis,  where  lay  his  greateft  ftrength ;  and  to 
complete  the  fnare  in  which  he  was  involved. 

Two  circumftances  may  be  adduced,  which  tendfomewhat  to  confirm  this 
conjecture.  One  of  thefe,  which  relates  to  the  evident  marks  of  carnage 
near  the  lite  of  this  bridge,  will  hereafter  be  more  fully  noticed.  The  other 
is,  —  that  no  fufficient  evidence  can  (I  fuppofe)  be  b  rough t  to  prove,  that 
there  was,  at  that  period,  any  other  regular  paffage  from  Worcejler  to  the 
metropolis.  The  prefent  great  road,  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  Evejham,  is 
known  to  be  of  very  modern  date.  There  was,  I  have  been  informed,  a 
rather  more  ancient  road,  that  led  from  Worcejler,  through  Perjhore  and  Hin- 
ton,  to  London  ;  but  this,  as  it  did  not  include  Evejham  in  its  courfe,  is  en- 
tirely out  of  the  queftion.  The  two  conjectures  therefore,  —  that  the  road 
.  by  which  the  prince  approached  to  Evejham  was  then  the  principal  paffage  from 
Worcejler  to  that  place,  —  and  that  its  correfponding  branch,  over  the  bridge 
of  OJfenham,  was  then  the  only  paffage  from  Evejham  to  London,  feem  to  carry 
equal  probability,  and,  in  fad,  to  fupport  each  other.  —  We  have,  it  muft 
not  be  concealed,  fufficient  proof  from  old  records,  that  a  bridge  at  Evejham 
had  been,  before,  erected :  but  that  it  led  to  the  metropolis,  except  by  a 
very  indireSi  progrefs,  or  afforded  effectual  means  of  efcape,  may  very  rea- 
fonably  be  called  in  queftion. — Thefe  circumftances  have  been  detailed  at 
fome  length,  that  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge,  for  himfelf,  of  the 
probability  of  fuch  unfupported  conjectures,  which  feem,  notwithftanding, 
of  confiderable  importance,  to  the  narrative.  —  But  to  return  :  — 

Prince  Edward  made  his  appearance  on  the  heights,  northward  of  the  town, 
early  in  the  morning  ;   while  Leice/ler  hailed  his  approach,  as  the  means  of 
enfuing  victory  and  triumph.    But  to  prevent  all  poffibility  of  a  miftake,  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  an  armed  force  fo  near  him,  he  is  reported  to  have 
i  fent  an  officer*  very  fkilful  in  heraldry,  to  the  top  of  the  clock  tower  of  the 

R  r  Abbey, 

*  Knighton  fays  it  was  his  barber. 
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Abbey,  in  order  to  certify  himfelf,  by  the  ftandards,  of  his  fon's  approach. 
This  man,  having  afcended  the  tower,  plainly  difcerned  feveral  ftandards 
waving  in  the  van,  which  bore  the  infignia  of  the  Montfort  party.  He  was 
about  haftily  to  defcend,  and  confirm  his  general's  expectations :  but  ftill 
gazing  on  the  troops,  as  they  gradually  approached,  he  foon  difcovered  the 
unwelcome  enfigns  of  Mortimer  flying  in  the  rear.  He  called  aloud  to  the 
earl,  who  anxioufly  waited  the  event  below  :  — We  are  lojl!  Thefe  are  not,  as 
you  fuppofe,  your  fon's  forces,  but  thofe  of  the  prince,  your  bitter eji  enemy ,  —  Leicef- 
ter,  well  aware  of  the  extreme  difadvantage  of  his  fituation,  is  faid  to  have 
exclaimed  :  —  May  God  then  receive  our  fouls ;  our  bodies  are  in  the  power  of  our 
enemies! 

The  hurry  and  confufion  that  immediately  enfued  in  Evejham  and  its  en- 
virons, may  be  beft  imagined  by  thofe  accuftomed  to  fuch  events.  The 
troops*  were  in  hafte  called  forth  ;  but  to  their  leader  all  hope  was  utterly 
extinct.  It  is  affirmed,  that  he  ordered  his  men  tc  make  a  fort  of  fummary 
confeflion  to  the  monks,  and  afterward  attempted  their  encouragement  in 
thefe  words :  —  Let  all  thofe  who  afpire  to  die  for  their  country,  its  laws  and  liber- 
ties, injlantly  prepare  for  battle.  Thofe  who  wijh  only  for  an  inglorious  exijlence 
are  at  full  liberty  to  depart.  His  defperation  was  probably  viflble  in  his 
countenance.  His  fon  Henry  Montfort  endeavoured  to  throw  a  gleam  of 
hope  on  this  dark  made  of  melancholy  prefage ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  The 
old  earl  replied  :  — This  defpair  is  not  on  my  own  account,  my  fon!  Your  own, 
and  your  brother  s  pride  and  ambition  Jiave  led  us  all  to  this  dfmal  extremity.  Never- 
thelefs,  I  trufl,  I Jliall  die  in  the  caufe  of  God  and  of  jujlice.  —  This  was  an  awful 
moment !  We  hear  this  ambitious  character,  poffibly  from  the  effect  of  long 
habit,  haranguing  with  all  the  generous  and  difinterefted  patriotifm  of  an 
Epaminondas.  We  might  reafonably  expect  fome  fincerity  in  the  fentiments 
dictated  by  fuch  a  terrible  conjuncture.  But  hiftory  affords  too  many  ex- 
amples of  thofe,  who  having  long  deceived  others,  at  length  arrive  at  deceiv- 
ing themfelves  ;  and  wrap  themfelves  up  in  the  dark  cloak  of  diffimulation, 
to  the  very  laft  moment  of  their  exigence. 

It 

•  The  number  of  forces,  in  either  army,  is  very  indiftin&ly  to  be  afcertained  from  hiftory. 
We  may  however  fuppofe  Montfort's  army  to  have  amounted  to  about  feven  thoufand  men,  and  the 
prince's  to  a  confiderably  greater  number. 
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It  was  fome  time  after  noon,  or  about  one  o'clock,  before  the  earl  could 
prepare  for  the  reception  of  his  unwelcome  vifitants.  Edward,  it  is  proba- 
ble, allowed  him  full  leifure  to  effecl  this ;  contented  with  the  advantageous 
fituation  he  occupied,  and  which  we  may  fuppofe  him  unwilling  to  abandon. 
About  two,  the  earl  marched  from  the  town  with  his  forces  drawn  up,  as 
fome  affirm,  in  a  denfe,  circular  body.  The  unfortunate  Henry,  much 
againft  his  inclination,  was  obliged  to  appear  in  a  very  confpicuous  part  of 
their  army.  All  hiftorians  agree  that  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  dreffed  in 
Leicejlers  armour,  and  difguifed  in  all  his  habiliments.  The  reafons  for  this 
ftep,  though  obvious,  will  hereafter  be  more  fully  difplayed.  Before  they 
had  entirely  quitted  the  town,  the  Welch  troops  furnifhed  by  Llewellyn,  and 
already  fumciently  harraffed  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  haftily  took  to  flight ; 
and  attempting  to  crofs  the  Avon,  were  many  of  them  drowned,  and  the 
reft,  according  to  the  jocular  Knighton?  a  fecond  time  baptized  in  that  Jlream, 
Both  the  example  and  the  prefage  afforded  by  this  event,  were  of  the  very 
worft  kind,  The  earl,  notwithstanding,  proceeded  with  a  refolute  and  de- 
termined countenance :  but  was  not,  we  may  reafonably  prefume,  allowed 
to  reach  the  brow  of  the  firft  acclivity,  before  the  attack  began.  Knighton* 
who  lived  much  nearer  the  time  of  this  event,  and  who  from  his  local  fitu- 
ation, not  very  remote  from  the  fpot,  had  better  opportunities  of  informa- 
tion than  mod  other  hittorians,  expreflly  affirms  that  Edward,  on  feeing 
Leicejier  approach  from  the  town,  haflened  his  march,  that  he  might  engage 
him  before  he  could  reach  it.f 

All  hiftorians  unite  their  teftimony,  to  prove  this  battle  was  diftinguifhed 
by  peculiar  rage  and  ferocity.  If  we  take  into  confideration  the  fentiments 
that  muft  have  actuated  each  party,  in  this  conteft,  we  fhall  not  doubt  it. 
Defpair,  from  their  hopelefs  fituation  ;  with  the  near  profped  of  total  ruin 

Rr  2  and 

*  He  fays  it  was  the  river  Dee  in  which  they  perifhed :  but  this,  from  the  diftance  and  fituation 
of  that  river,  is  impoflible.  "  Antequam  progrejfi  funt  fugerunt  Wallenjes  a  Comite  Simone,  et  in  tran- 
feundo  jlumen  Dee  multi  fubmerf  funt,  et  rdiqui  demo  baptizati" 

+  Fejinavitque  ut  month  divo  afcenfu  primos  belli  i&us  occupare  pqjfit. 
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and  extermination,  mud  have  difpofed  the  earl's  forces  to  fell  their  lives  as 
dear  as  poffible.  On  Edward's  fide,  revenge  ;  his  father's  captivity  and  dif- 
grace  ;  the  total  depreffion  of  all  his  magnificent  expectations  ;  with,  at  this 
arduous  moment,  the  near  profpect  of  their  revival,  with  increafed  fplen- 
dour  and  dignity,  muft  have  added  inconceivable  fervour  to  his  natural  cou- 
rage and  activity. 

Early  in  the  conflict,-  the  (laughter  of  great  numbers  of  Montfort's  troops, 
feemed  to  indicate  the  event  of  the  battle.  But  no  man  defer  ted  his  poft. 
Death  or  victory  were  the  only  alternatives.  Enclofed  by  the  nature  of  the 
place,  within  a  very  fmall  fpace  of  ground  ;  and  oppofed,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  times,  man  againfl  man,  no  quarter  was  allowed  by  one  party, 
or  accepted  by  the  other.  As  the  day  declined,  the  weary  forces  of  Leicejler 
began  to  flacken  their  efforts ;  and  it  was  then  an  event  happened  which 
would  grace  a  romance,  equally  with  a  true  recital  of  events.  The  king,  ex- 
pofed  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  doubtlefs  combating  with  no  great  ar- 
dour againft  his  own  party,  Was,  by  a  common  foldier,  wounded  in  the 
moulder,  and  ftruck  to  the  ground.  The  man  was  proceeding  to  difpatch 
his  royal  antagonift,  when  Henry  uttered  the  fimple,  yet  (hiking  expreffion, 
which  all  hiftorians  have  thought  worthy  their  particular  notice :  — Do  not  kill 
me.  I  am  Henry  of  Winchejler,  your  king.  He  was,  obferves  the  old  annalift, 
a  fimple  man,  and  not  over-warlike.  The  expreffion  renders  the  remark 
entirely  ufelefs ;  but  it  faved  his  life.  Adam  de  Monte  alto,  or  Monthaut,  hear- 
ing it,  ran  to  his  fuccour.  A  rumour  of  the  firange  accident  peivaded  the 
troops,  in  fpite  of  the  tumult  and  hurry  of  the  fight,  and  reached  his  fon 
Edward.  He  rufhed  to  the  affiftance  of  his  father,  thus  ftrangely  difguifed 
and  endangered,  and  having  provided  for  his  fafety  by  a  guard,  and  nattily 
implored  his  bleffing,  left  him  to  reanimate  his  aftonifhed  forces. 

But  during  this  fhort  interval,  a  blow  had  been  ftruck  which  at  once  de- 
cided this  obftinate  conteft.  Simon  Montfort,  with  his  fon  Henry,  and  a  few 
of  his  molt  faithful  adherents-,  was  now  ftruggling,  on  foot,  againft  adverfe 
fate,  and  the  near  approach  of  inevitable  deftruction.  His  horfe  had  been 
killed  under  him,  and  he  was  nearly  furrounded  by  an  hoft  of  enraged  ene- 
mies. 
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mies.    Perceiving  all  refinance  ufelefs,  he  exclaimed  to  his  opponents :  Is 

there  no  mercy  among  you  ?*  The  reply  was  prompt :  — What  mercy  for  a  traitor! 
He  is  reported  to  have  again  uttered  the  exclamation  ufed  on  Edward's  firft 
appearance: — Then  may  God  have  mercy  on  our  fouls;  our  bodies  mujl  perifk! 
No  great  refpeel  was  paid  either  to  his  piety,  or  his  defpair.  He,  his  fon, 
and  fmall  party  of  attendants  were  foon  after  clofed  with,  and  cut  to  pieces. 

Edward  was  foon  informed  of  this  fortunate  event ;  and  viclory,  from  that 
moment,  became  certain.  The  adverfe  army  was  totally  difmayed  by  the 
lofs  of  their  chief,  and  fled  in  every  direction.  The  (laughter,  on  all  fides, 
was  dreadful.  If  any  probability  may  be  allowed  to  the  conjeclure,  that  the 
bridge  at  Offenham  was  deftroyed  immediately  before  the  conflict,  we  may 
imagine  great  multitudes,  ignorant  of  the  demolition,  to  have  attempted 
to  efcape  that  way,  and  perifhed  either  in  the  water  or  by  the  fword.  The 
refervoir,  now  called  Battle-well,  is  traditionally  reported  to  have  been  fo 
choaked  with  carnage,  as  to  have  remained  long  ufelefs  to  its  frequenters. 
The  whole  period  of  time  occupied  by  this  conteft  was  feven  hours  ;  from 
two  in  the  afternoon,  to  nine  at  night:  — but  of  thefe  at  leaft  two  hours  may 
be  appropriated  to  the  purfuit  and  (laughter. 

The  number  of  the  (lain  is  not  well  afcertained  ;  but  it  could  not  be  lefs 
than  near  three  thoufand  of  the  commonalty.  The  principal  barons  who 
here  met  their  fate  were,  according  to  Knighton,  Simon  Montfort  and  his  fon 
Henry,  Hugh  le  Defpenfer,  Ralph  BaJJet,  Thomas  dc  Eflerlye.  William  de  Manda- 
ville,  John  de  Beauchamp,  Roger  de  Roule,  and  Guy  de  Baliol.  To  thefe  Holling- 
Jhed  adds,  Sir  William  York,  Walter  de  Creppings,  Roger  St.  John,  and  Robert 
Tregoz.  Guy  de  Baliol  or  Balliof,  a  foreigner,  was  fo  mangled  by  his  wounds, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  inter  him  in  all  his  habiliments  ;  and  thus,  of  all 

thefe 

*  This  does  not  feem  conformable  to  the  idea  generally  formed  of  his  character.  As  for  the  ex- 
clamations which  follow,  they  feem  to  me  little  heiglitenings  adopted  by  the  old  annalift,  (Knighton,) 
and  if  not  real,  extremely  probable.  But  father  Daniel's  affertion  does  not  merit  this  indulgence. 
He  affirms  that — At  the  time  of  Montfort's  death,  there  happened  fuch  a  dreadful  ftorm  of  thunder 
and  lightening,  and  fuch  a  thick  darknefs  in  the  air,  as  were  more  terrible  to  his  party,  than  the 
death  of  their  chief. 
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thefe  warriors,  appears  moft  likely  to  be  the  man  whofe  remains,  cloathed 
in  armour,  were  lately  dug  up  at  Evefham.  It  could  not,  as  fome  fuppofe, 
be  Montfort  himfelf ;  as  we  are  allured,  on  all  hands,  that  his  head  was  cut 
off'  after  the  fight ;  and,  with  a  wanton  barbarity  uncommon  even  in  thofe 
times,  fent,  with  certain  fhameful  appendages,  to  the  wife  of  Mortimer,  at 
Wigmore  caftle. 

The  Evejham  monks  who  had,  we  may  prefume,  during  the  conteft, 
prayed  moft  fervently  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  favourite,  had  now  nothing 
to  do  but  prepare  for  his  obfequies.  Simon  Montfort,  and  moft  of  the  other 
chieftains  of  the  party,  were  buried  in  the  Abbey  church.  Henry  himfelf  is 
faid  to  have  affifted  at  the  funeral  of  the  earl.  It  is  rather  remarkable,  that 
the  arms*  of  feveral  of  thefe  fallen  heroes,  ftained  on  glafs,  are  now  to  be 
f(  en  in  the  eaft  window  of  the  church  of  Fladbury,  where  the  author  refides. 
Some  have  imagined  they  were  there  buried  :  but  the  moft  probable  method 
of  accounting  for  this  circumftance  is  —  that  thefe  arms  were  removed  from 
the  Abbey-windows,  by  fome  curious  perfon,  at  the  demolition. 

"  And  now"  (fays  Camden)  "  inftantly,  as  though  the  fink  of  mifchief  had 
been  cleanfed,  a  welcome  peace  which  he  (Simon  Montfort)  had  banifhed, 
did  every  where  appear."  But  this  is  alTerting  too  much.  Though  great 
things  had  been  done,  much  ftill  remained  to  be  efTeded.  So  great  indeed 
and  various  were  the  difficulties  through  which  Edward  made  his  way  to  the 
throne,  that  it  is  impoffible,  notwithftanding  his  too  great  feverity,  and  fome 
fubfequent  failures  in  his  foreign  undertakings,  to  deny  him  the  firft  rank 
among  the  heroic  monarchs  of  this  nation.  The  events  immediately  fucceed- 
ing  the  battle,  fcattered  fo  widely  over  the  pages  of  hiftory,  may  be  com- 
preffed  within  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and  are  judged  neceffary  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  prefent  defign. 

The 

*  Thefe  arms  are:  —  i.  Quarterly  Argent  and  Gules  frette,  Or:  over  all  a  bendlet  Sable. 
Le  Defpenfer. — 2.  Gules  a  lion  rampant  queue  fourche'  Argent.  Montfort. — 3.  Mortimer  with  an 
efcutcheon,  Argent. — 4.  Two  bars,,  and  a  quarter  Gules.  Bofco  or  Corbett.  —  5.  Bende  of  ten 
Or  and  Azure.  Montfort*  —  6»  Gules  a  feffe  countercompone  Argent  and  Sable  between  fix  crofles 
Or.  Bottler, 
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The  firft  ufe  Henry  feemed  to  make  of  his  deliverance  from  captivity,  and 
his  victory  at  Evejham,  was  the  perfecution  of  his  enemies,  and  the  confifca- 
tion  of  their  eftates.  It  was  thought  requifite  for  fecurity,  to  root  out  even 
the  fmalleft  fibres  of  commotion.  A  parliament  was  called,  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent complexion  from  the  preceding  one,  which  feconded  all  his  deligns.  The 
citizens  of  London  were  doomed  to  forfeit  all  their  privileges;  to  have  their 
gates  demolifhed ;  their  magiftrates  and  ornaments  abolilhed ;  and,  in  a 
word,  to  fubmit  entirely  to  the  king's  mercy.  This  was  obtained  only  by  an 
exorbitant  fum  of  money. 

The  barons,  above  all,  were  in  a  ftate  of  confufion  and  defpair,  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  defcribe.  Simon  Montfort,  Lekejler's  eldeft  fon,  on  whom 
they  now  direded  their  eyes  as  a  chieftain,  thought  it  expedient  to  take  mea- 
fures  for  his  own  fafety.  With  this  intent,  he  fet  at  liberty,  without  a  ran- 
fom,  Richard  the  king's  brother,  who  had,  all  this  time,  been  his  prifoner  at 
Kenilworth  caftle.  His  example  was  followed  by  many  other  perfons,  who 
hoped  to  make  their  peace,  by  reftoring  the  prifoners  they  had  taken  in  the 
battle  of  Lewes. 

But  thefe  good  offices  availed  little  with  Henry  in  their  favour.  Young 
Montfort,  perceiving  his  doom  refolved  on,  left  Kenilworth,  with  a  fufficient 
garrifon,  for  the  Hie  of  Axholme,  in  the  marfhes  of  Lincolnfhire.  This  feemed 
fo  fafe  an  afylum  for  his  party,  that  they  flocked  daily  in  great  numbers  to 
his  ftandard.  Edward  marched  thither,  without  delay;  and  though  the 
place  was  rendered  almoft  impregnable  by  its  fituation,  feconded  by  every 
effort  of  art,  this  prince,  with  his  ufual  aclivity  and  perfeverance,  furmounted 
every  obftacle  in  his  way.  After  a  vigorous  defence  they  were  obliged  to 
furrender,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1266,  on  condition  only  of  their 
lives  being  preferved.  All  other  matters  were  referred  to  the  arbitrement 
of  RicJiard,  king  of  -the  Romans,  and  prince  Edward.  The  former  affured 
Henry,  that  the  garrifon  of  Kenilworth  had,  foon  after  the  affair  at  Evejfum, 
refolved  upon  his  deftruclion  ;  and  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  young  Mont- 
fort that  his  life  was  fpared.  He  therefore  intreated  the  king  would  grant  him 

a  free  pardon.    This  is  a  pleating  trait  of  gratitude  and  honour,  which  the 

favagenefs 
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favagenefs  of  the  period  renders  ftill  more  interefting.  Henry  however,  by 
the  advice,  as  is  faid,  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  (who  had  fome  reafon  to 
hate  the  Montfort  family,)  refolved  on  his  banimment.  A  penfion  of  five 
hundred  marks  per  annum  were  offered,  if  he  would  give  up  the  poffeffion 
of  Kenilworth  caftle.  But  this  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  perform.  The  gar- 
rifon would  hearken  to  no  mediation  ;  and  young  Montfort  joined  himfelf  to 
fome  pirates  of  the  cinque-ports,  and,  for  fome  time,  led  a  life  of  violence 
and  rapine.  It  being  very  evident  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ports  were 
abettois  of  his  outrages,  Edward  was  deputed  to  chaftife  them  :  but  he  con- 
trived to  reduce  them  to  their  allegiance,  by  milder  meafures.  By  promifing 
an  amnefty,  and  a  confirmation  of  their  privileges,  they  returned  to  their 
duty,  and  took  a  new  oath  of  allegiance  to  their  fovereign. 

But  Kenilworth  frill  defied  all  the  efforts  of  Henry,  and  his  heroic  fon.  Henry 
Hajlings  and  William  de  Pattijkulle,  who  commanded  there,  relied  fo  far  on 
the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications,  and  of  the  garrifon  which  confifted  of  fe- 
venteen  hundred  men,  and  depended  fo  much  on  the  promife  of  a  relief  by 
young  Montfort,  that  they  would  hear  of  no  terms  of  furrender.  There  was 
alfo  a  ftrong  body  of  rebels  in  the  northern  counties.  Henry,  fon  of  RicJiard, 
was  detached  againtt  thefe  northern  free-hooters.  He  furprifed  and  totally 
defeated  them  :  but  could  not  fecure  their  chiefs  ;  who,  joining  the  late 
malecontents  at  Axholme,  took  refuge  in  the  ifle  of  Ely,  in  Cambridgefhire, 
and  committed  horrid  ravages  in  all  the  neighbouring  counties. 

The  celebrated  encounter  of  Edward  with  the  free-booter  Adam  Gurdon, 
happened  toward  the  end  of  this  year,  1266. — Thofe  hiftorians,  parti- 
cularly the  Scottijh  writers,  who  would  deny  their  conqueror  every  virtue 
and  accomplifhment,  cannot  furely,  on  perufing  this  romantic  incident,  with- 
hold from  him  the  praife  of  lingular  valour  and  prowefs;  and,  where  not  too 
far  exafperated  by  oppofition,  of  the  mod  heroic  generofity. 

Kenilworth  caftle  was  at  length  taken,  in  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year.  The  garrifon  had  been  long  fo  reduced  by  famine,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
eat  their  horfes ;  and  came  forth  with  the  appearance  of  fpettres,  rather 

than 
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than  men.  Nor  would  they,  even  now,  furrender,  till  forty  days  had  been 
allowed  them,  to  wait  for  the  fuccour  which  they  vainly  expecled  from  young 
Montfort. 

Thefe  advantages,  and  the  hope  of  frill  greater  againft  the  Ely  rebels, 
elated  the  king,  as  ufual,  beyond  all  bounds.  The  promifes  which  his  fon 
had  formerly  made  to  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  on  his  efcape,  were  now  en- 
tirely neglected.  The  conduct  of  this  nobleman,  every-where  apparently 
whimfical  and  inconftant,  feems  here  to  have  been  fo  in  the  extreme.  It 
may,  however,  be  eafily  reconciled  to  the  rules  of  juftice  and  found  policy. 
He  refolved  to  keep  the  king  to  his  engagements,  by  throwing  additional 
weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  oppofite  party.  He  fent  word  to  the  malcontents, 
and  to  Llewellyn  prince  of  Wales,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  give  them  af- 
fiftance.  It  was  a  dangerous  experiment ;  and  he  was  indebted  only  to  good 
fortune  for  its  fuccefs  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  Henry  inftantly  took  the  alarm: 
but  did  not  think  proper  to  abandon  his  enterprife  at  Ely,  where  he  was 
fully  employed.  The  earl,  taking  advantage  of  his  abfence  from  the  capital, 
marched  thither  with  a  conliderable  body  of  forces,  and  entered  the  city  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  knew  what  to  make  of  his  intentions.  The  pope's  legate 
retired  to  the  Tower  ;  which  the  earl  befieged,  and  quickly  obliged  to  fur- 
render.  He  then  threw  off  the  mafk  by  publishing  a  manifefto,  declaring  — 
that  he  took  up  arms  only  to  procure  tolerable  conditions  for  the  malecon- 
tents,  and  to  oblige  Henry,  and  his  fon,  to  perform  their  engagements. 

The  king  then,  in  great  hafte,  fent  to  prince  Edward,  in  the  northern  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and,  joining  their  forces,  they  polled  themfelves  at  Strat- 
ford. It  was  now  that  the  earl  of  Gloucefter  found  he  had  deceived  himfelf, 
in  a  point  of  the  higheft  confequence.  He  had  reckoned  greatly  on  his  own 
popularity  ;  but  found  that  of  Edward  was  far  fuperioj~.  This  prince's  repu- 
tation for  bravery  drew  great  numbers  to  his  ftandarcjf  and  Gloucejler,  daily 
abandoned  by  iome  of  his  forces,  was  at  length  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
interceffion  of  the  king  of  the  Romans.  That  good  prince,  exerting  himfelf 
in  his  favour,  obtained  his  pardon,  on  condition  of  his  laying  down  arms; 
and  alfo  an  amnefty  for  the  city  of  London,  which  would  otherwife  have, 

S  s  once 
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once  more,  been  feverely  puniihed.    He  farther  extended  his  good  offices  to' 
the  rebels  at  Ely :  but,  on  this  head,  Henry  and  his  fon  remained  inexorable. 
Thefe  malecontents  being  now  the  only  object,  were  vigoroufly  affaulted ; 
and,  having  no  refource  left,  were  foon  obliged  to  fubmit,  with  the  condi- 
tion only  of  their  lives  being  fpared. 

Peace  was  now  fpeedily  to  be  reftored  to  the  harrafTed  kingdom.  Llewellyn* 
the  only  enemy  of  its  tranquility,  foon  after,  in  the  end  of  1267-,  fent 
ambaffadors  to  fue  for  it.  It  was  granted,  on  his  promifing  to  pay  the 
fum  of  twenty-five  thoufand  marks,  and  to  do  homage  for  his  principality. 
—  All  being  quiet  at  home,  Edward*  and  Henry*  fon  to  the  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, received  the  crofs,  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  from  the 
legate  Ottobonl.  The  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Warwick,  with  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  knights,  and  great  numbers  of  the  people,  followed 
their  romantic  example.  St.  Louis*  king  of  France,  was  to  command,  in 
chief :  but  it  was  happy  for  Edward  that  he  did  not,  in  all  refpects,  follow 
the  fortunes  of  his  leader.  In  order  to  obtain  fatisfadion  for  a  certain  Tri- 
bute withheld  from  his  brother,  the  king  of  Sicily,  Louis  laid  fieee  to  T urns ; 
with  a  refolution  not  to  quit  it  till  he  had  obtained  his  end.  This  he  ell  <  ted: 
but,  juft  as  he  was  leaving  the  African  ihore,  the  plague  broke  out  among 
his  troops,  and  carried  off  not  only  the  greater  part  of  thefe,  but  alio  mod 
of  their  leaders,  and  the  good  Louis  himfelf.  Whoever  confults  the  records 
of  his  reign,  will  perceive  that  this  worthy  character  had  a  much  better  claim 
to  the  title  of  faint,  than  mod  of  thofe  who  have  been  honoured  with  that 
appellation. 

Edward  having  no  concern  with  this  affair,  wintered  in  Sicily;  with  intent 
of  purfuing  his  voyage  to  Paleftine,  early  in  the  following  fpring.  Though 

the 

*  This  young  prince  foon  after  met  with  a  very  difaftrous  fate.  Patting  through  Viterbo,  in 
his  way  to  Guienne,  Guy  de  Mont  fort,  fon  of  the  late  earl  of  Leicefter,  encountered  him  as  he  was 
entering  a  church,  and  murdered  him  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  to  revenge  his  father's  death  at 
Evejham.  Neither  Henry  nor  his  father,  Richard  king  of  the  Romans,  were  in  [that  battle :  but 
this  tragical  confequence  of  it  proved  the  caufe  of  the  death  alfo  (through  grief)  of  the  amiable, 
but  not  very  heroic  Richard. 
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the  death  of  Louis  had  rendered  him  hopelefs  of  much  fuccefs,  he  thought  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  perform  his  vow.  Thither  he  repaired,  in  fpring, 
1 27 1  ;  and  after  performing  feveral  exploits,  of  more  brilliancy  than  advan- 
tage to  the  caufe,  met  with  thofe  romantic  incidents  which  have  afforded  a 
fubjecl  to  fo  many  romances,  dramas,  and  hiftorical  paintings.  Finding 
however  little  could  be  effected  with  his  fmall  force,  he  refolved  to  return 
home  ;  and,  while  on  his  voyage,  heard  of  Henry's  deceafe.  His  character 
had  been  raifed  fo  high  by  his  many  heroic  actions,  that  he  was  received 
every  where,  on  his  return,  with  exclamations  of  triumph  ;  but  no  where 
with  more  than  in  his  own  kingdom.  He  was  foon  after  crowned;  and  du- 
ring a  reign  of  thirty- five  years,  maintained  a  uniform  character  of  magnani- 
mity and  the  love  of  juftice,  but  a  little  too  much  ftained  by  acts  of  feverity. 


THUS  ended  this  memorable  conteft  between  licentious  ambition,  and  the 
luft  of  .defpotic  power  :  and  thus  does  providence,  fporting  with  the  defigns  of 
purblind  mortals,  often  produce  the  higheft  good  from  the  worft  intentions. 
The  whole  was  a  game  perpetually  playing,  and,  in  all  appearance,  perpetually 
to  be  played.  It  confifted  merely  of  the  felfifh  ftruggles  of  party.  But  here  a 
crown,  not  an  inferior  office  dependent  on  it,  was  the  object.  As  the  prize 
'  was  richer  than  common,  fo  did  the  competitors  difplay  a  more  than  common 
proportion  of  treachery,  fraud,  and  cruelty.  The  nobleft  advantage  to  which 
a  generous  people  could  afpire,  —  the  right  of  the  commonalty  to  interfere 
with  moderation  in  affairs  of  ftate,  —  and  the  full  eftablifhment  of  their 
liberties,  before  only  indeterminately  fketched  out  in  the  charters  of  John, 
were  the  refult  of  thefe  fierce  contentions,  But  no  thanks  are  due  to  the 
actors  in  them  :  they  ferved  but  their  own  ends.  We  mould  rather  look  up 
to  that  Being  who,  by  fecond  caufes,  that  often  to  our  weak  fight  appear  both 
contradictory  and  inadequate,  difpofes  of  all  thofe  events  which  we  often 
ftruggle,  in  vain  and  bloody  contefis,  to  oppofe. 


Though  the  barons  originally  took  up  arms  in  a  caufe  both  juft  and  ne- 
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cefTary,  yet  it  cannot  be^fuppoled  that  the  ultimate  defigns  of  their  leader 
tended  to  the  public  good  ;  or  that  he  cared  for  any  kind  of  liberty,  but 
that  of  tyrannijing  himfelf  over  his  equals  and  inferiors.  Many,  I  am  aware, 
have  efpoufed  a  different  opinion  :  and  fuch  have  an  equal  right  to  maintain 
and  affert  it.  But  as  motives  are,  in  mod  cafes,  hidden  from  our  obferva- 
tion,  aStions  will  beft  decide  on  the  man,  A  fhort  but  impartial  abftracl  from 
the  life  of  this  problematic  character  will  determine  the  controverfy,  better 
than  any  argument  which  either  party  can  adduce. 

Simon  de  Monljort  was  the  fon  of  the  famous  general  of  the  fame  name, 
employed  in  the  war  againft  the  Albigenfes.  From  his  office  in  this  war, 
which  had,  with  the  bigots  of  thofe  days  all  the  merits  of  a  real  cru- 
fade,  he  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  the  mojl  holy  Count ;  and  thus 
left  to  his  poflerity  an  hereditary  claim  to  the  veneration  of  the  monks.  He 
was  killed,  in  the  year  12  18,  by  a  flone  thrown  from  the  walls  of  Tholoufc, 
which  he  was  then  befieging.*  Two  other  fons  are  noticed  by  an  ancient 
hiftorian,t  who  tells  us  that,  after  the  death  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  his  Ion  and 
heir  Amalric  raifed  the  fiege  of  Tholoufe,  and  carried  his  father's  body,  when 
embowelled,  to  Carcajfone,  for  interment.  In  a  fubfequent  fiege,  Gmdo, 
count  de  Bigorra,  the  brother  of  Amalric,  and  another  fon  of  Simon,  was  alio 
killed.  From  this  we  may  infer,  that  the  Simon  de  Montfort,  who  aiterward 
took  the  lead  in  Englifh  politics,  was  probably  the  third  and  youngejl  fon  of 
this  famous  generalt 

For  the  earlier  incidents  of  his  life,  the  records  of  a  foreign  country  muft 
be  confulted.  His  firft  appearance  in  our  own  was  about  the  year  1237: 
when,  having  abandoned  the  French  court  in  difguft,  we  find  him  very  affi- 
duoufly  and  fuccefsfully  cultivating  the  favour  of  Henry  the  third. 

The 


*  His  epitaph,  written  by  Roger  de  Infula,  or  De  I'lje,  runs  thus : 
Datur  item  fato,  cafuque  cadunt  iterato 
Simcne  fublato  ;  Mars,  Paris,  atque  Cato. 


t  M.  Paris  Hift.  MS.  cited  by  Ufher. 
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The  very  firft  year  after  his  arrival,  an  opportunity  offered,  when  it  ap- 
peared to  our  verfatile  courtier  more  advantageous  to  hazard  the  lofs  of  this 
favour,  than  fecurely  to  retain  it.  The  illuftrious  earl  of  Pembroke  had  been 
fome  time  dead,  and  left  Henrys  fifter  a  widow.     Montfort,  who  was  proba- 
bly of  an  agreeable  perfon  and  addrefs,  perceived  the  advantage  it  might  give 
him  to  be  allied  to  one  fo  nearly  related  to  the  king.    Knowing  however, 
that  if  he  proceeded  openly,  his  prefumptuous  ambition  would  meet  with 
derifion,  rather  than  fuccefs,  he  contrived,  in  fecret,  fo  far  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  this  lady,*  that  the  king,  foon  after,  found  it  necelTary  to  have 
them  privately  married  in  his  chapel.   Richard,  the  king's  brother,  was  highly 
exafperated  by  this  affront ;  and  reprefented  to  Henry  the  difgrace  of  her 
marrying  a  younger  brother,  of  fo  inferior  a  family.    The  king  was  obliged 
to  explain.    He  convinced  Richard  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  the  marriage  : 
adding  that  it  was  already  folemnized,  and  the  princefs  far  gene  with  child. 
Montfort  finding  the  court  a  little  irkfome  to  him,  at  this  period,  carried  his 
wife  to  Rome  ;  where  he  got  the  pope  to  confirm  this  alliance.    He  then  re- 
turned to  England,  and  appeared  at  court,  as  much  in  favour  with  the  mo- 
narch as  before.    This  circumftance,  more  than  any  other,  ferved  to  raife  a 
violent  clamour  againft  foreigners  about  the  king's  perfon  ;  and  it  is  curious 
to  find,  fome  years  after,  when  Montfort  had  changed  his  party,  this  very 
man,  now  the  objetl  of  it,  had  become  the  chief  promoter  of  this  clamour 
againft  foreign  influence. 

In  the  year  1239,  he  was  created  earl  of  Leicefter.f    A  few  days  after 
Henry  had  {hewed  him  this  mark  of  his  favour,  with  a  furprih'ng  degree  of 
childifh  abfurdity,  he  accufed  Montfort,  in  public,  of  having  debauched  his 
fifter,  and  bribed  the  pope  to  confirm  the  marriage.    The  reproach  was  a 
little  unfeafonable :  but  the  earl,  dreading  farther  refentment,  fet  out  for 

France 

*  This  good  lady  had,  after  the  death  of  her  hufband,  made  a  vow  of  perpetual  chajlity. 

+  It  is  affirmed,  by  a  late  hiftorian,  [Smollet]  that  Simon  Montfort  inherited  the  honour  of 
Hinckley,  the  jiewardjhip  of  England,  and  the  county  of  Leicefter,  in  right  of  his  mother,  who  was 
daughter  and  co-heirefs  of  Robert  Fitz-parnel,  earl  of  Leicefter. 
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Fi  ance  the  fame  day,  with  the  princefs  his  wife ;  well  knowing  the  king's 
wrath  would  be  as  fuddenly  appeafed,  as  it  had  been  unexpectedly  awakened. 

"  Henry,  who" — fays  Rapin  —  "  could  neither  love  nor  hate  long,"  re- 
called him  from  thence,  in  1240.  The  earl,  foon  after,  fet  out  on  an  ex- 
pedition to  Paleftine,  where  he  remained  but  a  fhort  time.  His  difpofition 
had  little  of  the  romantic  caft.  A  court  befet  by  contending  parties,  where, 
by  intrigues,  he  could  mod  fuccefsfully  promote  his  own  intereft  and  ambi- 
tious views,  was  the  proper  field  for  this  bufy  character.  We  hear  little  of 
him  during  Henrys  inglorious  campaign  in  France,  or  any  other  tranfaclion, 
for  fome  years;  till,  in  1249,  fome  of  the  Gafcon  nobility  having  revolted, 
he  was  fent  over  to  Guienne,  or  Gafcony,  to  reduce  them,  and  acquired 
great  reputation  by  his  prudent  and  fuccefsful  management  of  the  affair. 
Henry  was  much  elated  by  this  good  fortune  ;  and  concluded  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  the  Gafcons  would  ferve  as  a  perpetual  example  to  his  Engliih  fub- 
jecls,  and  prevent  their  even  murmuring  at  any  defpotic  meafures  which  he 
might  adopt.  On  this  prefumption,  he  received  Leicejler,  at  his  return,  in 
1 25 1,  with  the  moft  extravagant  honours,  and  the  moft  profufe  rewards. 
This  conduct  exceedingly  heightened  the  general  odium  both  againft  the  king 
himfelf,  and  this  favoured  foreigner,  as,  at  the  fame  time,  this  injudicious 
monarch  feemed  to  undervalue  any  fervices  performed  by  his  native  fubjecls. 
Thus  was  the  earl  himfelf  the  chief  caufe  of  that  unworthy  conduct,  which 
he  afterward  made  the  pretence  of  all  his  rebellious  meafures. 

But  the  fubtle  Gafcons  were,  about  this  time,  near  outwitting  their  artful 
governor.  Deputies  arrived,  the  fame  year,  from  Guienne,  accufing  him  of 
the  moft  unjuft  and  fcandalous  oppreffions.  He  was,  in  this  inftance,  as  will 
appear  by  the  fequel,  rather  the  injured  than  injurious  party,  Leicejler  waited 
on  the  king  to  juftify  himfelf,  and  denied  every  particular  laid  to  his  charge. 
He  wondered  the  king  would  liften  to  the  frivolous  complaints  of  the  Gafcon 
rebels,  againft  a  man  who,  in  a  poll  where  others  were  ufed  to  enrich  them- 
felves  and  their  creatures,  had  ferved  him  faithfully,  and  expended  great 
part  of  his  eftate  in  his  office.  Henry  affured  him  that  he  gave  no  credit  to 
thefe  accufations :  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  refolved  to  fend  commif- 

fioners 
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noners  to  Guienne,  to  acquire  thorough  information  of  the  conducl  of  thefe 
artful  rebels.  To  convince  him  further  of  his  good  opinion,  he  made  the 
earl  a  fecond  prefent,  and  ordered  him  to  be  in  readinefs  to  return  to  his 
government. 

While  Leicejler  was  in  preparation,  the  Gafcons,  informed  of  his  intended 
reinftatement,  deputed  the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux,  to  renew  their  accufa- 
tion  and  complaints.  The  commiffioners,  who  had  been  fent  to  Guienne  on 
enquiries,  returned,  while  this  prelate  was  in  London.  Their  report  was, — 
that  the  earl  had  indeed  ufed  fome  of  the  Gafcon  nobility  rather  harfhly : 
but,  as  far  as  they  could  find,  according  to  their  deierts.  This  report  might 
have  acquitted  Leicejler,  at  any  other  period:  but  Henry,  who  was  unable  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  had,  in  the  interval,  been  gained  over  by  the  bifhop  of 
Bourdeaux,  and  fuddenly  darted  afide  into  the  oppofite  extreme.  He  had  been 
affured  by  that  prelate,  —  that  if  Leicejler  mould  return  to  Guienne,  that 
province  muft  be  irrecoverably  loft.  This  idea  made  fo  deep  an  imprefnon 
on  the  king,  that  he  refolved  to  facrifice  the  earl,  to  preferve,  if  poffible, 
the  affeclions  of  the  Gafcons.  He  ordered  Leicejler  s  accufation  to  be  brought 
before  the  peers,  and  determined  to  ufe  all  his  influence  to  procure  his 
condemnation.  The  whole  kingdom,  no  lefs  than  the  earl  himfelf,  was 
aftonifhed  at  this  unexpecled  change.  But  this  adive  and  politic  ftatefman 
took,  perhaps  the  only  meafure,  that  could  have  prevented  his  utter  ruin. 
He  found  means  to  gain  over  Richard  the  king's  brother,  the  earl  of  Gloucef* 
ter,  and  mod  of  the  powerful  party  in  oppofition  to  the  court.  Relying  on 
their  fupport,  on  the  day  appointed,  he  appeared  with  much  confidence 
before  the  court,  and  juftified  himfelf,  with  fo  much  force  and  ftrength  of 
evidence,  that  his  accufer  the  archbifhop  was  extremely  puzzled  how  to  pro- 
ceed. Whenever  he  opened  his  mouth  to  maintain  his  affertions,  he  found 
himfelf  interrupted  by  a  repetition  of  Leicejler 's  arguments  from  fome  one 
or  other  of  the  barons,  now  become  his  friends.  It  was  the  king's  turn  now 
to  wonder  and  become  indignant.  He  could  not  refrain  from  (hewing  his  dii- 
pleafure,  and  ufing  feveral  very  harfh  expreffions.  Leicejler  finding  his  jufii- 
fication  complete,  now  improved  his  viclory,  and  began  to  boaft:  his  fcrviccs ; 
calling  on  Henry,  with  much  arrogance,  to  keep  his  word  with  refpefl  to 

the 


320      HISTORY  AND   ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE 


the  promifed  reward.  A  curious  dialogue  enfued.  The  king  replied,  —  he 
did  not  think  It  necejfary  to  keep  his  word  with  a  traitor.  The  earl,  enraged  be- 
yond all  bounds,  told  him  plainly,  —  he  lied :  adding  that,  were  he  not  a  king, 
he  would  make  him  repent  his  words.  It  is  not  pojjible,  continued  Leicejler,  to 
fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  prince  as  you  are  can  ever  praStife  confejfwn.  Yes,  replied 
Henry,  I  am  a  Chriftian,  and  confefs  ojten.  To  what  end,  faid  the  earl,  without 
repentance  of  former  offences  ?  I  repent,  anfwered  Henry,  of  nothing  fo  much,  as 
having  lavijhed  my  favours  on  a  man  like  you,  with  fo  little  gratitude,  and  fo  much 
mfolence  and  brutality.  —  The  king  then  gave  orders  to  have  him  feized:  but 
finding  his  friends  preparing  to  affift  him,  he  was  himfelf  feized  with  a  mofl 
unkingly  trepidation,  and  defifted  from  his  purpofe.  He  had  even  the  weak- 
nefs  to  allow  of  an  application  in  the  earl's  favour,  and  became,  to  outward 
appearance,  entirely  reconciled,  on  very  trifling  fatisfaclion.  But  this  info- 
lence  funk  fo  deeply  in  his  mind,  that  he  could  never  afterward  even  fee  this 
former  favourite,  without  betraying  fome  emotion. — We  cannot,  after  pe- 
rufing  fuch  a  palTage,  wonder  at  any  of  the  ftrange  events  of  this  reign  ;  and 
Rapin,  after  recording  it,  very  judicioufly  remarks  that  —  "  no  one  would 
believe  it  to  be  facl,  were  not  all  hiftorians  unanimous  in  its  atteftation." 

From  this  period,  Leicejler  may  be  confidered  as  having  changed  his  party. 
He  was,  in  the  year  1252,  fent  back  to  Guienne  ;  but  with  a  defign  rather 
to  keep  him  out  of  mifchief,  than  to  promote  his  intereft.  Soon  after,  this 
dutchy  was  given  to  Edmund,  the  king's  youngefl:  fon.  The  Gafcons  rejoiced 
much  in  this  alteration  ;  and  having  no  longer  reafon  to  fear  a  man,  now 
fpeedily  to  be  recalled,  laid  fo  many  fnares  in  his  way,  that  it  required  all 
his  fagacity  to  efcape  them.  He  contrived  however  to  make  them  fenfible 
of  his  difpleafure,  before  he  left  the  province. 

In  the  following  year,  1253,  theconducl  of  thefe  Gafcons  plainly  evinced 
that  they  were  determined  to  rebel,  and  that  the  caufe  of  their  former  com- 
plaints was  merely  an  apprehenfion  that  Leicejler  s  vigilance  and  activity  would 
difappoint  their  intentions.  He  was  no  fooner  recalled,*  than  a  plot  was  dif- 
covered  to  deliver  up  that  province  to  the  king  of  Caftile.  This  affair,  which 
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had  very  troublefome  confequences,  is  no  otherwife  connedled  with  my  fub.- 
jecl,  than  by  the  circumftance  of  Lekejler  s  offering  his  fervices  to  the  king, 
at  the  clofe  of  this  year  ;  and  his  marching  fome  troops,  at  his  own  expence, 
into  the  province.  His  arrival,  added  to  a  report  that  Alphonfo,  king  of  Caf- 
tile,  was  in  private  treaty  with  Henry  to  betray  them,  produced  a  great  effecl, 
and  they  foon  after  returned  to  their  obedience.  This  aclion  has  a  good,  and 
generous  appearance  :  but  whether  the  motive  were  revenge  on  the  Gafcons, 
or  gratitude  to  Henry,  it  would  be  difficult,  as  well  as  rafli,  to  decide. 

In  the  year  1258,  we  find  the  name  of  Simon  Montfort,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  the  famous  articles  of  the  Oxford  parlia- 
ment. Thefe  articles  met  with  confiderable  oppofition.  Earl  Warrenne  plainly 
refufed  to  fign  them.  Prince  Edward,  who  had  before  fworn  to  their  ob- 
fervance,  endeavoured  afterward  to  retracl.  Henry,  fon  to  the  king  of  the 
Romans,  withheld  his  aiTent,  till  they  had  been  approved  by  his  father. 
Lekejler,  ever  arrogant  and  prefumptuous,  gave  him  to  underftand,  that,  if 
he  did  not  unite  in  thefe  meafures,  he  mould  not  keep  polTeffion  of  a  foot  of 
land  in  the  kingdom.  William  de  Valence,  the  king's  half-brother,  againft 
whom  thefe  new  regulations  were  particularly  levelled,  declaring  he  would 
not  fign  fuch  articles  as  tended  to  diminifh,  or  rather  annul,  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, was  threatened  by  Lekejler,  with  a  refumption  of  all  the  grants  he 
held  from  the  crown.  When  he  obferved,  —  that  he  knew  how  to  defend  his 
property,  —  Lekejler  informed  him,  —  his  head  Jhould  pay  for  his  difobedience, 
William,  and  his  brother  Aymer,  chofe  rather  to  banifh  themfelves  the  king- 
dom, than  either  fign  thefe  articles,  or  incur  the  danger  of  a  refufal. 

Henry,  thus  flopped  of  his  authority,  both  feared  and  hated  Lekejler,  in 
the  extreme.  He  was  obliged  to  ratify  the  Oxford  provifions,  though  they 
exprtffly  deprived  him  of  all  his  prerogatives:  but  he  could  not,  on  fome 
occafions,  help  fhewing  both  his  terror  and  his  refentment.  One  day,  as  he 
was  going  from  the  Tower  by  water,  a  violent  frorm  arofe,  which  obliged 
him  to  land  at  the  neareft  place  of  fhelter.  This  happened  to  be  Durham- 
houfe,  then  belonging  to  Lekejler.  The  earl  came  out  to  receive  him,  and, 
obferving  his  perturbation,  enquired  if  he  was  afraid  of  the  thunder  and 
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lightening,  adding  that  —  there  was  no  danger,  as  the  Jlorm  was  nearly  paji.  No, 
no,  faid  Henry,  the  Jlorm  is  not  over:  but,  by  God! 's  head,  I  am  more  afraid  of  thee, 
than  of  all  the  thunder  and  lightening  in  the  univerfe. 

The  king  had  indeed  reafon  to  fear  this  violent  and  encroaching  fubjeft. 
It  appears  plainly,  from  our  hiftory,  that  the  barons,  under  his  guidance, 
had  refolved  never  to  lay  down  their  authority,  even  after  all  the  purpofes, 
for  which  it  had  been  affumed,  were  effecled.  Richard  the  king's  brother, 
about  this  time,  wrote  to  them  that  he  defigned  to  return  into  England,  to 
affift  them  in  appealing  the  commotions  of  the  kingdom.  The  anfwer  was  : 
—  that  they  would  never  fuffer  him  to  return  into  the  kingdom,  unlefs  he  fwore  to 
obferve  the  Jlatutes  of  Oxford.  Richard  received  the  deputies,  who  brought  this 
imperious  mefTage,  with  equal  haughtinefs.  He  informed  them,  that,  —  he 
thought  it  very  Jlrange  the  barons  fhould  thus  new -model  the  government,  without  his 
concurrence ;  and  protefted  —  he  would  neither  take  the  oaih  they  required,  nor  dejijl 
from  his  intentions  of  coming  to  England.  The  barons  then  equipped  a  fleet  to 
difpute  his  paffage :  but  Richard,  giving  way  to  neceffity,  and  believing,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  his  prefence  was  neceffary  at  home,  rendered  it  ufelefs 
by  confenting  to  fign  the  articles.  He  came  to  Dover  and  took  the  oath,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  a  great  number  of  the  barons  who  went  to  * 
meet  him. 

But  in  the  year  1260,  a  jealoufy  and  mifunderftanding  broke  out  among 
the  barons  themfelves,  on  accout  of  their  authoritative  leader.  He  begun  now 
to  ufurp  all  the  power  delegated  to  the  twenty-four  commimoners,  and  was 
even  fufpecled  of  aiming  at  the  fovereign  power.  The  earl  of  Gloucester,  to 
form  a  party  againft  him,  fpread  a  report,  which  he  doubtlefs  did  not  him- 
felf  credit,  that  Leicejler  was  in  league  with  prince  Edward,  and  was  endea- 
vouring to  place  him  on  the  throne,  during  his  father's  life.  Poor  Henry, 
then  at  St.  Omers,  was  fo  grievoufly  alarmed  by  this  report,  that  he  would 
not  for  fome  time  venture  to  return  to  England,  left  his  life,  or,  at  leaft,  his 
liberty  mould  be  attempted.  But  prince  Edward,  who  harboured  no  fuch 
black  intentions,  fully  juftified  himfelf  to  his  affrighted  fire.  Gloucejler,  find- 
ing this  indired  mode  would  not  fucceed,  attacked  Leicejler  in  a  more  open 
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way.  He  accufed  him  of  feveral  mifdemeanors  committed  both  in  England 
and  in  Guienne,  and  demanded  a  day  mould  be  appointed,  for  him  to  prove 
thefe  charges.  Leicejler  appeared,  on  the  day  fixed,  with  fuch  confidence 
and  apparent  innocence,  that  Gloucejier  fhrunk  from  the  talk  he  had  im- 
pofed  upon  himfelf,  and  required  longer  time :  alledging  that  his  witneffes 
were  not  all  prepared.  The  king  of  the  Romans,  the  general  reconciler, 
made  up  this  quarrel ;  very  much,  as  it  afterward  appeared,  contrary  to  his 
own  intereft  and  fecurity.  He  went  ftill  farther  :  —  by  foftening  and  mode- 
rating fome  of  the  ofFenfive  articles,  he  undertook,  and  in  fome  meafure 
fucceeded  in,  effecting  a  general  reconciliation.  But  Leicejler  could  ill  brook 
this  proceeding :  it  went  direclly  againft  all  his  plans  ;  and  he  retired  to 
Fiance  in  great  difguft.  As  he  could  not  openly  affign  his  motive  for  this 
ftep,  he  pretended  that  he  ought  not  to  truft  a  prince,  who  never  hefitated 
at  a  breach  of  faith  if  he  thought  it  would  tend  to  his  own  advantage.  This 
happened  at  the  end  of  the  year  1262. 

In  the  following  year,  his  party  beginning  again  to  ftir,  (the  king's  ab- 
fence  hi  Guienne  giving  them  a  favourable  opportunity  for  their  cabals,) 
Leicejler  returned  ;  and  from  that  moment  we  may  date  the  commencement 
of  thofe  troubles  which  fo  long  harraffed  this  unfortunate  country.  All  the 
tranfaclions  of  this  ambitious  character  during  that  period  have  been  already 
fo  fully  detailed,  that  it  will  be  improper  farther  to  notice  more  than  two ; 
both  of  a  very  particular  caft  and  complexion. 

The  famous  tournament  appointed  by  Leicejler  s  direction,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1265,  *s  one  °f  theie  lingular  manoeuvres.  Gloucejier  faw 
this  feftival  in  no  other  light,  but  that  of  a  fnare  laid  for  his  liberty,  if  not 
his  life ;  and,  though  Rapin  does  not  notice  fome  efTential  circumftances  in 
this  affair,  we  cannot  doubt  but  it  was  meant  as  fuch.  Other  hiftorians,  al- 
moft  unanimoufly,  inform  us,  that  —  on  Gloucejier  s  not  appearing  at  this 
tournament,  Leicejler  prevailed  on  the  young  nobility  who  were  aflembled 
for  other  purpofes,  to  proceed  direclly  againft  him  to  the  marches  of  Wales; 
in  hope  of  taking  him  by  furprife.    He  was  luckily  upon  his  guard:  but  this 
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is  fuch  a  dark  piece  of  treachery  and  dirty  knavery,  as  plainly  (hews  the  con- 
triver was  neither  fit  to  rule,  or  even  to  exift, 

Another,  of  no  very  diffimilar  nature,  was  the  laft  adion  of  Lekejler's 
life  :  —  the  remarkable  circumftance  of  his  dreffing  the  captive  Henry  in  his 
own  armour,  and  placing  him  in  the  front  of  an  army  hoftile  to  himfelf. 
For  this,  three  motives  may  be  reafonably  affigned  :  either  of  which  a  man 
of  honour,  or  even  true  courage,  would  fpurn  from  his  imagination.  He 
muft  either  have  intended,  by  this  trick,  to  effecl  the  fpeedy  deftruclion  of 
the  king  ;  (which  in  facl  was  very  near  taking  place;)  —  or,  he  muft  have 
fuppofed,  in  cafe  of  a  difcovery,  fuch  an  incident  would  check  the  ardour  of 
his  opponent's  troops ; — or  laftly,  and  moft  probably,  he  hoped  to  keep  open 
an  opportunity  for  his  own  efcape,  if  it  mould  prove  a  meafure  of  expe- 
dience. But  from  all  thefe  motives,  uncorrupted  nature  revolts  with  indig- 
nation. No  valid  arguments  can  be  adduced  to  prove,  that  honour  and 
common  honefty  mould  ever  be  feparated  from  the  politics,  either  of  peace, 
or  war :  and  thofe  who  attempt  to  difunite  them,  or  palliate  their  effects 
when  thus  difunited,  deferve  worfe  of  the  human  race  than  he  who  mould 
recommend  even  filicide  as  a  laudable  example. 

The  character  of  Simon  Montfort  is  no  uncommon  one,  nor  anywhere  of 
difficult  folution.  Ambition  and  felf-intereft  were  the  ruling  paffions  ;  and 
thefe  he  purfued  through  right  and  wrong,  and  over  obftacles  which  common 
minds  could  not  contemplate  without  horror  and  amazement.  To  thefe,  he 
brought  great  abilities,  and  the  moft  daring  courage,  When  fuperior  talents 
and  equal  villany  are  thus  united,  they,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  commonly 
prove  the  greateft  bane  of  focial  order,  and  the  fcourge  of  the  country  which 
they  inhabit. 

At  the  fame  time,  it  muft  not  be  difTembled ,  that  there  is  no  character 
concerning  which  both  our  hiftorians  and  fubfequent  writers  have  more 
widely  differed.  To  fome  he  has  appeared  the  Cataline:  to  others  the  Brutus, 
of  his  age.  Though  it  muft  be  eafily  difcerned  to  which  party  the  author's 
opinion  inclines,  he  will  not  attempt  to  decide  on  his  political  merits ;  but, 
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from  the  very  fufficient  evidence  already  collected,  leave  the  reader  to  form 
his  own  opinion  on  the  fubjecl.  At  leaft,  it  mult  be  owned  that  gratitude 
was  not  the  moft  eminently  confpicuous  among  his  virtues  ;  as  the  very  mo- 
narch he  perfecuted  was  the  entire  author  of  his  fortunes,  and  the  firfl  caufe 
of  his  ability  to  effeel  his  own  fubfequent  captivity  and  difgrace.  One  thing 
is  certain,  —  that  had  not  the  vigilant  and  dauntlefs  Edward  then  exifted, 
Leice/ler's  party  muft  have  prevailed:  and,  in  that  cafe,  what  form  theEnglifh 
government  would,  by  this  time,  have  aflumed,  is  beyond  the  (kill  of  the 
profoundeft  politician,  with  any  confidence,  to  determine. 


THE  local  memorials  of  this  important  battle  are  but  few,  and  thofe 
fo  entirely  dependant  on  tradition,  that  the  reader  muft  be  left  to  rejed  or 
admit  them,  as  they  feem  to  pofTefs  more  or  lefs  probability.  The  place 
called  Battle-welU  is  among  the  principal  of  thefe  memorials.  It  lies  in  a  fort 
of  ravine,  between  two  quick  defcending  banks,  a  little  more  than  a  mile 
northward  of  the  town.  At  prefent,  there  is  nothing  to  be  feen  but  a  re- 
fervoir  of  confiderable  dimenfions,  but  little  depth;  conftrucled  of  clay,  and 
covered  with  turf.  It  feems  generally  empty  ot  water,  except  at  thofe  times 
when  its  general  abundance  muft  render  fuch  a  receptacle  entirely  ufelefs, 
A  battle-axe  of  the  ancient  form  was,  fome  years  ago,  dug  up  near  this  fpot. 
It  was  a  good  while  in  the  poffeffion  of  a  gentleman  of  Evejham ;  but,  after 
his  death,  fell  into  various  hands,  and  is  not  now  to  be  found.  This  place 
is  confiderably  northward  of  the  defcent,  where  the  battle  began  :  but,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  ftruggle,  havock  and  llaughter  muft  have  diffuffed  them- 
felves  as  widely  as  the  confined  nature  of  the  ground  would  admit  of. 

There  is  a  low  piece  of  meadow  ground,  clofe  to  the  remains  of  the  bridge 
of  Ojfenham,  and  planted  round  with  willows,  which  {till  retains  the  appella- 
tion of  deadmaris  ait.  Here,  (as  I  was  informed  by  a  creditable  farmer  who 
rents  the  land,)  at  the  time  thefe  willows  were  planted,  innumerable  bones, 
which  feemed  equally  diffufed  wherever  the  furface  was  broken,  were,  but 
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few  years  fince,  difcovered.  On  a  piece  of  arable  land,  a  little  to  the  well 
of  this  meadow,  where  lately  a  brick-kiln  was  erected,  the  fame  circum- 
fiance  took  place  ;  both  at  the  formation  of  the  kiln,  and  on  fmoothing  the 
furface,  after  its  removal.  A  former  fuppolition, —  that  an  attempt  to  efcape 
this  way  was  made  by  fome  of  Montforfs  troops,  who  might  be  ignorant  of  the 
demolition  of  the  bridge,  will  plainly  enough  account  for  this  congeftion  of 
bones.  But  there  are  various  other  conjectures  equally  probable.  It  may  have 
been  ufed  as  a  place  of  burial  for  the  commonalty,  after  the  engagement. 
Or,  which  is  not  lefs  probable,  as  Twyford,  a  place  in  former  ages  of  fome 
account,  but  now  no  longer  exifting,  is  within  a  few  paces  of  this  fpot,  it 
may  formerly  have  ferved  as  a  burial  place  to  that  village,  in  times  of  which 
we  retain  no  memorials. 

A  little  higher  up,  and  juft  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  old  road  leading 
down  to  the  river,  a  ftone  of  about  fix  feet  in  height,  and  apparently  fquared 
by  art,  is  fixed  erecl  in  the  ground.  No  traces  of  any  inscription  on  it  are 
to  be  found.  But  it  has  been  perforated  obliquely,  and,  in  the  hole  thus 
made,  fome  remains  of  lead  may  be  difcerned.  The  place  and  figure  of 
this  ftone  have  occafioned  many  to  fuppofe  it  a  memorial  of  the  battle,  and 
it  has  even,  as  I  have  heard,  been  defcribed  and  engraved  as  fuch.  But  its 
fituation  is  furely  too  far  from  the  fpot,  where  the  main  effort  of  the  battle 
evidently  lay.  To  obviate  this  objection,  it  has  been  obfeived, —  that  it 
might  be  erected  to  mark  the  fpot  in  which  the  battle  was  finally  decided,  by 
the  {laughter  of  the  runaways.  To  this  the  multitude  ot  bones,  icattered  all 
around,  may  feem  to  afford  fome  probability.  There  are  however  other 
ufes,  more  obvious  and  lefs  conjectural,  to  be  afligned  for  this  remarkable 
If  one.  The  firft,  and  that  fuggefied  by  the  fituation  of  it,  is,  — that  it  may 
have  been  a  boundary  ftone  between  the  parilh  of  Eve/ham,  which  terminates 
here-about,  and  that  of  Lench-wkk.  But  no  one  that  I  have  fpoken  with  has 
been  able  to  confirm  this  fuppolition  ;  which,  were  it  merely  a  parifh-boun- 
dary,  there  muft  be  numbers  competent  to  perform.  I  therefore  rather 
conclude  it  to  have  been  a  very  ancient  boundary  of  the  lands  formerly  pof- 
fefTed  by  the  Abbey,  and  to  have  exifted,  on  that  fpot,  long  before  the  battle 
was  fought.    The  reader  will  remember,  that  the  ancient  charter  of  the 
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two  kings  begins  with  marking  out  the  boundaries  from  Twyford,  which, 
though  now  only  an  orchard,  frill  retains  its  name,  and  lies  clofe  to  this  ftone. 
That  it  has  ever  been  a  gateway  as  fome  affirm,  alledging  —  that  fuch  erec- 
tions for  the  purpofe  are  frequent  in  the  ftony  parts  of  Gloucefterfhire,  is  en- 
tirely difcredited  both  by  the  form  and  the  fituation  of  this  lingular  (tone. 

Tradition  further  atTerts, —  that  within  the  memory  of  the  older  inhabi- 
tants of  Evejham,  the  flump  of  a  very  ancient  hawthorn  tree  was  grubbed  up, 
near  the  above  ftone,  which  had,  in  all  periods  fince  the  battle,  been  digni- 
fied with  the  title  of  the  Council-bujk.  Prince  Edward,  as  is  affirmed,  previous 
to  the  engagement,  held  a  council  of  war  under  the  made  of  this  very  tree. 
There  is  an  apparent  anachronifm  in  the  very  face  of  this  alTertion.  One 
would  reafonably  conclude  not  only  that  the  tree  itfelf,  but  its  very  roots, 
muft  have  difappeared  from  the  furface  of  the  earth,  during  fuch  an  inter- 
val. But  on  the  other  hand,  the  thing  is  poffible  ;  and,  allowing  the  tree 
and  its  appendages  to  have  vanifhed,  it  is  not  unlikely  but  the  fpot  where  it 
flood  may  have  retained  its  name.  It  is  alfo  by  no  means  improbable,  that 
Edward,  who,  we  are  informed,  arrived  near  Eve/ham  by  funrife,  might  allow 
fome  time  for  deliberation  in  a  fpot  totally  hidden,  by  its  fituation,  from  the 
view  of  the  town. 

One  more  circumftance,  of  rather  a  ludicrous  nature,  fhall  be  mentioned; 
though  it  may  ferve  only  to  excite  a  fmile  at  the  expence  of  the  author's  fim- 
plicity  and  eafy  belief. — Some  little  time  ago,  certain  labourers  who  had  been 
employed  in  digging  gravel  near  the  Battle-well,  reported  that  they  had 
found  the  gravel,  at  fome  depth  below  the  furface,  ftained  and  clotted  to- 
gether by  ftreams  of  blood.  The  report  met  little  credit,  nor  did  the  author 
himfelf  think  it  worthy  of  any  notice.  But  paffing  by  this  pit,  a  few  days 
after,  the  deception  was  fo  ftrong  as,  for  a  time,  to  make  impoffibility  itfelf 
feem  probable.  About  two  feet  deep,  the  gravel  appeared  not  only  clotted 
in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  but  even  the  pebbles  intermixed  were 
ftained  with,  what  had  every  appearance  of,  congealed  blood.  In  a  moment 
the  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  years  that  had  intervened,  feemed  as  no- 
thing in  his  eyes.    The  impoffibility  that  any  animal  fubftance  could  remain 

fo 
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fo  long  unchanged  in  the  earth,  was  obviated  by  the  extreme  drynefs  of  the 
foil.  The  weight  which,  it  could  not  but  be  perceived,  this  tinclure  gave 
to  the  gravel,  either  feemed  no  objection  at  all ;  or  might  be  accounted  for 
by  fragments  of  broken  armour.  In  fhort,  he  felt  himfelf  in  the  ftate  of  a 
theoriji  who  is  refolved  to  fee  nothing  in  nature  but  what  tends  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  his  beloved  fyjlem,  and  carried  feveral  of  thefe  clotted  maffes 
home,  as  precious  relics  of  the  battle.  A  very  little  reflection  ferved  to  dif- 
fipate  the  dream  ;  and  it  was  concluded,  as  is  probably  the  truth,  that  fome 
ferruginous  or  rather  ochreous  fubftance,  intermingled  with  the  gravel,  and 
warned  down  by  the  rains,  muft  have  given  caufe  to  this  phenomenon.  — 
How  far  the  quantity  of  iron  armour  worn  in  the  battle,  and  beaten  to 
drivers  by  the  ftrokes  of  heavy  battle-axes,  may  have  conduced  to  the  pro- 
duction of  this  fubftance,  in  a  fituation  that  does  not  feem  likely  to  produce 
it  naturally,  muft  be  left  to  the  decifion  of  much  abler  judges. 
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NOTE  page  i. —  to  be  omitted,  and  Cronuchomme  inferted  in  the  text  among  the  names  of 
Evcjham. 

P.  18.  I.3.  —  for  Manchejler,  read  Monchejler. 
  1.  ult.  —  for  Owythy,  read  Qzvytby. 

P.  20.  note*.  1.  2. —  for  Udibergam,  read  Ildibergam,  and  for fciras,  read fcins* 
P.  27.  1.  3.  —  inftead  of — and  appointed Jlated  readings  to  be  held,  read  —  but  were  accujlomed  t* 
place  the  readers. 

  1.  4.  —  fox  ffh  pool,  read  pifcina. 

  1.  5.  —  inftead  of  —  built  an  apartment  in  the  church,  read  —  made  a  walk  to  the  church* 

  1.  16.  —  inftead  of  the  Latin  fentence  read  in  Engliih  :  —  This  facrijl  firjl  of  all  obtained 

that  an  ox  of  the  fecond-bejl  kind Jhould  be  given  at  funerals,  and  that  one  penny  Jhould  be  offered  at  the 
mafs  faid  for  the  dead.  —  and  dele  note  t,  as  alio,  in  confequence,  the  latter  paragraph  of  note, 
marked  §,  p.  117. 

P.  28.  1.  25.  —  for  nova,  read  novi. 

P.  29.  1.  21. —  for  bath,  read  lavatory. 

  1.  30.  —  inftead  of — chapel  of  the  upper  infirmary,  read  —  upper  chapel  of  the  infirmary, 

P.  30.  L  8.  —  for  entrance,  read  garden. 

P.  34.  note,  1.  5. — dele  the  words — when  prince  of  Wales. 

P.  46.  I.  21. — dele  fentence  beginning  —  //  this  is  the  fame  place,  —  and  read  inftead  —  This  is 
sot  the  fame  place  with  that  called  Wiquene  in  the  above  regifler,  and  mujl  have  been  early  alienated,  for 
no  mention  of  it,  as  the  property  of  this  Abbey,  is  to  be  found  in  any  record,  excepting  the  Ails  of  the 
Abbots  preferved  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum;  where  it  is  attributed  to  the  founder. 

P.  47.  I.  11.  —  dele  fentence  beginning  —  If  this  is  the  fame  —  and  read  inftead — This  is  not 
the  fame  with  Penwortham,  hereafter  mentioned:  but  doubtlefs  means  Pebworth  in  Glouceflerfhire ;  which 
place  was,  however,  early  lofl  to- the -Abbey.— and  dele  firft. fentence  of  the  note  below. 

P.  86.  1.  11.  —  for  Somerfetfhire,  read  Gloucejlerfhire. 

P.  92.  1.  6.  —  after  the  word  rents,  infert  alone. 

P.  105.  1.  5.  —  for  refe&ory,  read  refetlorer. 

p.  up.    dele  the  quare  at  bottom,  and  infert  as  a  note  inftead — Parafceve :  from  a  Greek 

word  fignifying  preparation  ;  a  name  given  by  the  monks  to  a  particular  day  in  Lent. 

p.  up.  —  infert  as  a  note  to  the  word  falcones  in  line  21.  —  In  the  abridgment  of  this  paper,  in 
Dugdale,  it  is  flacones:  in  Dr.  Nafh's  extracts  from  it  ftathones ;  which  he,  from  Du  Conge,  interprets 
fantones,  or  cujlards.  This  is  very  probable  :  but  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that  it  may  mean  a  fort  of  pafle 
or  batter,  formed  by  means  of  moulds,  into  the  fkape  of  a  falcon  or  other  bird :  a  kind  of  manoeuvre  by  qo 
means  uncommon  at  prefent.    But  this  is  mere  arbitrary  conjeflure* 

P.  120.  note,  1.  23. — dele  words  between  the  brackets. 

P.  130.  1.  8.  —  dele  the  words — probably  the  fame  with  the  mifericordia. 

P.  153.  1.  26.  —  for  floreremi,  read  fiorerem. 

P.  190.  1.  16.  —  for  ieafl,  read  left,  and  dele  comma  after  it. 

P.  210.  1.  12.  —  for  nave ,  read  crofs-aijle. 
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No.  T#    Lift  of  the  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament  of  the  Borough  of  Eve/ham. 


1295 

»338 
1605 

1 6 14 
1620 
1623 
1625 
5626 
1628 
1640 
1641 
1658 
1660 

ftuslr*/  1661 
1678 
.  »68i 
1685 
1688 
1690 
1695 
1698 


R, 


JCHARD  de  Sodenton, 
Richard  de  Trapenhall, 
Thomas  Biggs,  knt. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Edward  Conway,  knt. 
Richard  Crefwell,  recorder, 
John  Hare,  knt. 
Robert  Harley,  knt. 
William  Sandys,  efq. 
Richard  Crefwell,  ferjeant  at  law, 


Robert  Hales. 

Richard  de  Newbury  and  Robert  de  Fredon, 

Philip  Knightly,  knt. 

Thomas  Hickman,  gent. 

Anthony  Langfton,  gent. 

Richard  Grefhield,  efq. 

Anthony  Langfton,  efq, 

Arthur  Langfton,  efq. 

Richard  Grefhield,  efq. 

William  Moreton,  efq. 

Samuel  Gardner  and  John  Coventry,  efqrs. 


Theophilus  Andrews,  efq.  alderman,  Robert  Atkins,  efq.  recorder. 


John  Egioke,  efq. 
rCullen, 


Henry  Parker,  efq.  . 
James  Rufhout,  «fcp  Jdl*r. 
Sir  John  Matthews, 
Ditto, 

Sir  james  Rufhout, 
Ditto, 

John  Rudge,  efq. 


Sir  Thomas  Eoufe. 
John  Sandys,  efq. 
James  Rufhout,  *4qr 
Edward  Rudge,  efq. 
Henry  Parker,  efq. 
Ditto. 

Edward  Rudge,  efq. 
Henry  Parker,  efq. 
Ditto. 
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1701 

/ 

Sir  James  Rufliout, 

Henrv  Parker,  efa. 

1702 
/ 

John  Rudge,  efq. 

Ditto. 

17°5 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

1708 
/ 

Ditto, 

1710 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

I7r3 

Ditto, 

Ditto* 

1714 

Ditto, 

Tohn  T)^arlp- 

^  CI      1  • 

1722 

Sir  John  Rufliout,  bart. 

lohtl  Rllfl  crp  pfrr 

1727 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

1734 

Ditto, 

William  Tavlor  pfn 

1741 

Ditto, 

Edward  Rudge,  efq. 

'747 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

1 754. 

Ditto, 

Ditto  and  Tohn  Porter- 

I761 

Ditto, 

John  Rufliout,  efq. 

1768 

John  Rufliout,  efq. 

George  Durant,  efq. 

1774 

Sir  John  Rufliout,  bart. 

Edward  Seymore,  efq. 

1780 

Ditto, 

Charles  William  Boughton  Roufe,  efq. 

I784 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

I79O 

Ditto, 

Thomas  Thompfon,  efq. 

No.  H.    Lift  of  the  Mayors  of  the  Borough  of  Evejham, 


1605  XVOBERT  ALLEN 

1605  Philip  Harris 

1606  Thomas  Watfon 

1607  Philip  Gardner 

1608  David  San  fa  m 

1 609  James  Michell  ; 

1 6 10  Henry  Smith 

161 1  Edward  Bowland 

161 2  John  Winnoll 

1613  Edward  Cugley 

1 614  Philip  Harris 

16 1 5  Gilbert  Smith 

j 61 6.  Thomas  Milner 


16 1 7  Jofeph  Phelps  1630 

1 6 18  Philip  Gardner  1631 

1 6 19  Francis  Harwell  1632 

1620  Edward  Cugley  1633 

162 1  Robert  Martin  1634 

1622  Nicholas  Feild  1635 

1623  William  Martin    '  -»i636 

1624  Richard  Andrews  1637 

1625  Samuel  Gardner  1638 

1626  Philip  Harris  1639 

1627  Thomas  Milner  1640 

1628  Edward  Hollam  1641 

1629  Francis  Harwell  1642 

Uua 


Edward  Cugley 
Robert  Martin 
William  Martin 
Samuel  Gardner 
George  Kemp 
Thomas  Ordway 
William  Bartlet         .  . 
Edward  Young 
Thomas  Milner 
Francis  Harwell 
Robert  Martin 
William  Martin 
Samuel  Gardner 

1643  George 


B32 


APPENDIX   TO   THE   HISTORY  OF 


1643 

t644 

(64.5 
[646 
[647 
[648 
1649 
1650 
r65i 
16.52 

'6.53 
1654 

'655 
.656 

'657 
1658 

'659 
1660 

[661 
1662 
1663 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
r672 

'673 
[674 

'675 
1676 

t677 
r673 
1679 
1680 
1681 
1682 


George  "Kemp 
Thomas  Handy 
Francis  Smart  S 
Thomas  Jones 
Edmund  Field 
Edward  Pitway 
Ifaac  Dillon 
Francis  Vize  / 
Robert  Martin 
Thomas  Martin 
Samuel  Gardner 
George  Kemp 
Edward  Young 
John  Ballard 
Thomas  Milner 
Thomas  Milner 
Thomas  Harwell 
Thomas  Yarnold 
William  Rudge 
William  Mathews 
Nicholas  Feild 
Philip  Ballard 
John  Lunn 
Richard  Godard 
Jarret  Smith 
Edwin  Baldwin 
Edward  Feiid 
Richard  Young 
Thomas  Harris 
William  Lane 
John  Say 
Richard  Baylie 
William  Rudge 
Martin  Ballard 
Thomas  Martin 
George  Hopkins 
William  Martin 
James  Michell 
Nicholas  Feild 
John  Home 
Ditto 


,683 

1684  Theo.  Leigh,  efq. 


685  Sir  John  Mathews,  knt. 

686  Edward  Walker 

687  Jarret  Smith 

688  John  Home  &  Jarret  Smith 

689  Thomas  Yarnold 

690  William  Lane 

691  John  Rudge 

692  John  Turberville 

693  William  Bird 

694  William  Frere 

695  Rowland  Broadftock 

696  Jarret  Smith 

697  Robert  Cookes  ^ 

698  William  Rudge 

699  William  Rea 

700  William  Waring 

701  Thomas  Yarnold 

702  Edward  Walker 

703  William  Lane 

704  Jofeph  Sergeant 

705  Bartholomew  Huckel 

706  John  Dover 

707  John  Turberville 

708  William  Loveday 

709  Val.  Smith 

710  Robert  Smith 

7 1 1  Robert  Manfel 
712 
7*3 
7»4 
7*5 


William  Rudge 


William  Tudman 
William  Canning 
William  Jew 

716  William  Preedy 

717  George  Hopkins 

718  Nicholas  Feild 

719  John  Bulliene 

720  Thomas  Hull 

721  Thomas  Savage 

722  Jofeph  Preedy 

723  Jofeph  Cooke 

724  Peter  Penny 

725  John  Perry 

726  John  Whitford 


1727  John  Stone 

1728  Jofeph  Sergeant 

1729  Edward  Ingles 

1 730  Thomas  Andrew* 

1 73 1  Robert  Cookes 

1732  Francis  Halford 

1733  Samuel  Goodere  and  John 

Dineley  ' 

1734  John  Dineley 

1735  William  Biddle 

1736  Thomas  Taylor 

1737  Thomas  Hull 

1738  Jofeph  Preedy 

1 739  Jofeph  Biddle 

1740  Robert  Manfel  and  Tho- 

mas Afhfield 

174 1  Richard  Home 

1742  John  Whitfield 

1743  William  Jones 

1 744  Nicholas  Feild 

1745  William  Churchley 

1746  John  Murgatroyd 

1747  Thomas  Staple 

1 748  John  Rogers 

1 749  Charles  Welch 

1750  Thomas  Hull 

1 75 1  Charles  Welfborne 

1752  William  Calcott 

1753  William  Penny 

1 754  Meyrick  Feild 

1755  William  Preedy 

1756  John  Murgatroyd 

1757  William  Phillips 

1758  Thomas  Hull 

1759  Thomas  Dunn 

1 760  Thomas  Rous 

1 761  William  Preedy 

1762  Elias  Andrews 

1763  John  Stickley 

1764  Jofeph  Biddle 

1 765  Thomas  Staple 

Charles 
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1766  Charles  Welfborne  and 

William  Penny 

1767  John  Stickley 

1768  Rev.  Evan  Jones  and 

John  Rufhout,  e(q. 

1769  Thomas  Hull 

1770  Anthony  Roper 

177 1  George  Walter 

1772  John  Roper 

1773  James  Agg 


'774  John  Stickley 

1775  Bartholomew  Dunn 

1776  Thomas  Hull 

1777  John  Rock 

1778  Richard  Soley 

1779  Charles  Welfborne 

1 780  Samuel  Sandys 

1 78 1  John  White 

1782  John  Hunter 

1783  John  Phillips 


1784  Henry  Goore 

1785  James  Welfborne 

1786  William  Batefon,  efq. 

1787  William  Bonaker 

1788  William  Preedy 

1 789  John  Brown 

1790  Mathias  Strattoij 

1 791  Richard  Soley 

1792  William  Bonaker 

1793  Charles  Welfborne 


No.  III.    Short  Notice  of  the  Trials  of  Furmval  and  Gary, 

[Taken  from  the  Record  Book  of  the  Borough  of  Evefham,] 


Borough  of  Evejham,  in 
the  county  of  Worcefter 


'  I  "'O  wit,  the  general  feffions  of  the  peace  of  our  fovereign  lord 
the  king.holden  at  the  Guild-hall  in  and  for  the  faid  Borough, 
on  Tuefday  the  15th  day  of  April,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  king  George  the  fecond,  over  Great  Britain,  &c.  before 
Jofeph  Diddle,  Efq.  mayor;  William  Taylor,  Efq.  recorder;  and  Ro- 
bert Cookes,  Efq.  juftices  of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  afligned  to  keep 
the  peace  of  the  faid  Borough :  and  alfo  to  hear  and  determine  divers 
felonies,  trefpaffes,  and  mifdeeds,  in  the  Borough  aforefaid  done  and 
committed;  and  the  gaol  of  the  faid  Borough  from  the  prifoners 
therein  to  deliver,  and  fo  forth. 


The  names  of  the  jurors'to  enquire  for  our  fovereign  lord  the  king  and  the  body  of  the  faid 


Borough. 


Thomas  Andrews, 
Thomas  Taylor, 
John  Whitfield, 
Richard  Home, 
Thomas  Hull, 
William  Jones, 
Thomas  Yarnold, 


John  Murgatroyd, 
Thomas  Suffield, 
Thomas  Bovey, 
Paul  Afhmore, 
Samuel  Preedy, 
Jofeph  Tovey, 
William  Kettle, 


Thomas  Harris, 
Jofeph  Dewes, 
John  Smith, 
John  Rogers, 
William  Churchley, 
Charles  Welfborne,  and 
Thomas  Hyet,  Gents. 


Afer 
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After  the  grand  jury  fworn,  and  charge  given,  adjourned  to  four  of  the,  clock,  afternoon.  Then 
accordingly  met ;  and  adjourned  to  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  on  Wednefday,  the  16th 
day  of  April. 

Borough  of  Evejham,  on  Wednefday,  the  16th  of  April.  At  the  court  then  held  by  adjourn- 
ment, Jonathan  Gary,  otherwife  Bick,  of  the  parifh  of  All  Saints,  in  the  Borough  of  Evejham,  la- 
bourer, was  indicted  and  arraigned  for  breaking  open  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Thomas  Harris,  on  the 
5th  day  of  February,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  prefent  maj-efty,  about  the  hour  of  two  of  the 
clock  in  the  night  of  the  fame  day,  by  force  and  arms,  and  with  intent  the  goods  and  chattels  of, 
the  faid  Thomas  Harris  felonioufly  and  burglarioufly  to  fteal.  Upon  his  arraignment  pleaded,  not 
guilty,  and  put  himfelf  upon  God  and  his  country ;  which  country  found  him  guilty  of  the  in- 
dictment. 

The  faid  Jonathan  Gary,  otherwife  Bick,  was  a  fecond  time  indicted,  for  breaking  open  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  William  Jew,  gent,  on  the  fame  5th  day  of  February,  about  the  hour  of  two  of 
the  clock  in  the  night  of  the  fame  day,  and  felonioufly  and  burglarioufly  ftealing  thereout  goods 
and  money  to  the  value  of  fifteen  (hillings  and  fix-pence.  Upon  which  indiciment  he  was  ar- 
raigned, pleaded  not  guilty,  and  put  himfelf  upon  the  country ;  which  country  found  him  guilty 
— Death.    To  be  hanged. 

Then  alfo  John  Furnifull,  otherwife  Furnivall,  was  indicted  for  breaking  gaol,  and  being  at  large 
before  the  expiration  of  feven  years,  for  which  term  he  was  ordered  to  be  tranfported  by  the 
juftices  of  this  court,  at  their  feffions  held  the  2nd  of  October,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  now 
king.  Upon  which  indi£tment  the  faid  Furnifull  was  arraigned,  and  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  put 
himfelf  upon  the  country ;  which  country  found  him  guilty — Death.    To  be  hanged. 

Then  the  court  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Borough  of  Evejham,  Wednefday,  the  16th  of  April,  at  three  o'clock,  afternoon.  At  the  court 
then  held  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid  Borough,  by  adjournment. 

Then  the  faid  Jonathan  Gary,  otherwife  Bick,  and  John  Furnifull,  being  fet  to  the  bar,  were 
feverally  afked  why  fentence  of  death  fhould  not  be  then  pronounced  againft  them,  according  to 
the  feveral  verdi&s  that  had  been  found  againft  them  ?  And  neither  the  faid  Jonathan  Gary  nor 
John  Furnifull  having  any  thing  to  fay  why  iuch  fentence  fhould  not  pafs  upon  them. — Then  fen» 
tence  of  death  was  accordingly  pafled  upon  them. 

Then  the  court  adjourned  to  Tuefday,  the  22nd  of  April  inftant,  there  to  meet  again  at  nine 
•f  the  clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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CONSTITUTIONS,  orders,  and  ordinances,  made,  ordered,  and  conftituted  by  the  mayor, 
recorder,  alderman,  chamberlain,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  Borough  of  Evejkam,  in  the 
county  of  Worcefter,  in  the  Guild-hall  of  the  faid  Borough,  for  the  better  government  and  or- 
dering of  the  faid  Borough  ;  and  of  the  officers,  minifters,  refiants,  and  inhabitants  within  the  fame 
Borough:  as  alfo  for  the  ordering  and  government  of  the  fchoolmafter  and  fcholars  of  the  free 
grammar  fchool  within  the  faid  Borough,  according  to  the  charter  of  our  fovereign  lord  king  James 
the  firft,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  in  that  behalf  granted  :  and  by  virtue  of  another  charter- 
in  the  fame  behalf,  granted  by  our  late  fovereign  lord  king  Charles  the  fecond,  under  his  hignefs's 
great  feal  of  England,  bearing  teft  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the  fix  and  thirtieth  year  of  the- 
reign  of  his  faid  majefty  king  Charles  the  fecond,  over  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland, 
defender  of  the  faith,  kc.  as  followeth. 

First,  That  the  mayor  of  the  faid  Borough  yearly,  always  hereafter,  fliall  be  chofen  on  the 
Tuefday  next  after  St.  Bartholomew's-day,  in  manner  and  form  following  :  (that  is  to  fay :)  The 
mayor  for  the  time  being  lhall  firft  caufe  the  ferjeant  at  mace  of  the  faid  Borough  for  the  time 
being,  fix  days  before  every  Tuefday  next  after  St.  Bartholomew's-day,  to  warn  the  recorder,  all 
the  aldermen,  capital  burgeffes,  and  other  the  electors  appointed  by  the  faid  later  charter,  by 
eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  their  feveral  and  refpeclive  habits  and  gowns,  to  meet  at 
the  mayor's  dwelling-houfe  for  the  time  being,  to  attend  the  faid  mayor  to  church,  there  to 
hear  a  fermon  ;  and  thence  to  attend  the  faid  mayor  to  dinner :  and  in  the  afternoon  to  attend 
the  faid  mayor  to  the  Guild-hall  or  Council-chamber  of  the  faid  Borough,  there  to  make  election 
of  a  mayor  of  the  faid  Borough  for  the  year  then  enfuing  :  the  faid  mayor  fo  to  be  elected  being 
fuch  an  one  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  Borough  for  the  time  being,  as  by  the  faid  later 
,  charter  is  capable  of  being  elected.  And  for  the  more  orderly  proceeding  therein,  the  (aid  mayor 
or  common  council,  or  greater  number  of  them,  fhall  firft  nominate  two  ot  the  faid  common 
council,  who  fhall  then  ftand  in  election  to  be  mayor;  out  of  which  two  the  faid  mayor  and 
common  council,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  fhall  elect,  one  to  be  mayor  for  the  year  then 
refpectively  following;  who  accordingly  fhall  take  upon  him  the  exercife  and  execution  of  the 
faid  office  or  place  of  mayor  of  the  faid  Borough,  on  Tuefday  next  after  the  oclaves  of  St.  Michael 
the  archangel  then  next  after.  And  the  faid  mayor  fo  to  be  elected,  with  the  common  council 
or  as  many  of  them  as  ihall  be  prefent  at  the  faid  eleftion,  fliall  accompany  the  faid  old  mayor 
back  again  to  his  houfe,  after  the  faid  eleaion.  And  if  the  old  mayor  for  the  time  being  fhall 
fail  to  give  notice  as  aforefaid  of  fuch  ele6tion,  then  he  fhall  incur  fuch  fine  or  penalty  as  the 
refidue  of  the  common  council,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  fhall  impofe  upon  him,  accord- 
ing to  the  quantity  of  the  offence.    And  every  of  the  common  council,  having  fuch  warning  as 
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aforefaid,  that  fhall  make  default  to  meet  at  the  mayor's  houfe,  and  to  attend  him  to  the  church, 
thence  to  dinner,  or  to  the  Guild-hall  or  Council-chamber  as  aforefaid,  fhall  forfeit  for  fuch  de- 
fault twenty  {hillings :  which  refpeftive  fines  of  the  faid  mayor  and  common  council  refpe£tively, 
fhall  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  chamber  of  this  Borough. 

II.  Item, —  That  the  mayor  ele£t  and  common  council,  in  their  refpeftive  habits,  on  every 
Tuefday  next  after  the  oflaves  of  St.  Michael,  by  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  {ball  meet 
at  the  mayor's  houfe  for  the  time  being,  and  from  thence  accompany  him  to  church  to  hear  a  fei- 
mon,  and  thence  to  the  Guild-hall,  there  to  continue  until  the  mayor  eleft  fhall  have  taken  his 
oath.  And  that  the  faid  mayor  eleft  fhall  there  accordingly  take  his  oath,  {landing  in  the  inner 
bar  of  the  court  in  the  faid  Guild-hall,  before  the  then  mayor  his  predeceflbr,  and  fuch  of  the 
common  council  as  fhall  be  there  prefent. 

III.  Item,  —  It  is  further  ordered,  conftituted,  and  agreed,  that  tlie  mayor  for  the  time  being 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  as  occafion.  { Kali  be  miniftered,  give  his  voice  and  affent  upon  every  elec- 
tion of  a  new  mayor,  and  upon  all  and  every  other  lawful  occafion  and  confultation  for  the  good 
government  of  this  Borough,  with  the  major  part  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  Borough  for 
the  time  being ;  upon  pain  that  every  mayor  fo  refufing,  or  not  affenting  to  give  his  voice 
with  the  major  part  of  the  laid  common  council,  fhall  forfeit  for  every  time  fo  refufing,  or  not 
affenting  in  the  matter  of  election  as  aforefaid,.  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  to  be  impri- 
foned  until  he  fhall  pay  the  faid  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds :  and  alfo  for  refufing  or  not  affent- 
ing to  give  his  voice  with  the  greater  number  as  aforefaid,  in  any  other  matter,  (relating  to  the 
good  government  of  the  faid  Borough,)  to  forfeit  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money  as  to  the  faid  com- 
mon council,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  from  time  to  time  fhall  be  thought  fit  and  reafon- 
able,  according  to.  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  offence. 

IV.  Item,  —  If  any  mayor,  or  any  perfon  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  Borough  {hall, 
at  any  time,  difclofe,  utter,  or  make  known  the  counfel  of  the  mayor  and  common  council  con- 
cerning matters  conferred  and  communed  of,  and  in  their  Council-chamber  or  Guild-hall,  touch- 
ing the  affairs  3nd  government  of  the  faid  Borough,  then  he  or  they  fhail  every  one  forfeit  to  the 
ufe  of  this  Borough,  for  every  time  fo  offending,  the  fum  of  forty  {hillings. 

V.  Item,  —  That  every  mayor  of  this  Borough  fhall,  after  his  mayoralty,  as  hath  been  formerly 
accuftomed,  yield  up  his  account  to  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  chamber, 
of  all  fuch  profits,  perquifites,  and  fums  of  money  which  came  to  his  hands  for  the  ufe  of  this 
Borough  during  the  mayoralty  of  fuch  late  mayor,  or  with  which  he  was  intrufted  at  the  day  in 
the  late  charter  mentioned  for  that  purpofe ;  unlefs  the  time  of  fuch  account  fhall  be  deferred  by 
the  order  of  the  mayor  and  common  council ;  and  then  fhall  make  his  account  on  fuch  day  as 
fhall  be  appointed,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  his  default  therein. 

VI.  Item,  —  It  is  conftituted  and  ordained,  that  the  firft  Friday  in  every  month  {hall  continue 
and  abide  to  be  the  day  of  the  mayor's  court  or  monthly  meeting,  according  to  the  laudable  cuf- 
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torn  of  times  paft,  to  confult  of  fuch  things  as  fliall  be  for  the  benefit  and  good  government  of 
this  Borough  :  and  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  fliall  caufe  his  ferjeants  to  give  notice  to  the 
refpeftive  members  of  the  common  council  of  fuch  monthly  meeting,  and  of  every  other  meeting 
of  the  faid  common  council  which  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  in  his  difcretion  fliall,  upon  any 
emergent  occafion,  think  fit  to  fummon.  And  after  fuch  notice  given,  then  if  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons  of  the  faid  common  council  fliall  fail  to  appear  at  fuch  monthly  or  other  meeting,  according 
to  fuch  notice,  he  and  they  fliall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Borough  the  fum  of  two 
(hillings  fixpence  toties  quoties  fuch  failure  fhall  be  made,  except  reafonable  excufe  can  be  given  to 
the  fatisfaftion  of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  laid  Borough,  or  the  greater  number  of 
them  that  fhall  be  prefent  when  fuch  refpe£live  failure  fliall  be  made. 

VJI.  Item,  —  That  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  being  clerk  of  the  market  of  and  within  the 
faid  Borough,  with  one  of  the  common  council,  and  one  warden  of  a  company,  and  one  of  the 
conftables  of  the  faid  Borough,  as  the  faid  mayor  fliall  nominate,  fliall  once  every  week,  at  thei 
leaft,  fearch  the  bakers,  brewers,  artificers,  and  craftmen's  houfes  within  the  faid  Borough,  to  fee 
how  they  keep  the  affize,  and  whether  their  victuals  he  wholefome  and  allowable  to  be  fold  ;  and 
to  fee  whether  their  meafures  are  perfect  according  to  the  ftandard ;  and  whether  other  artificers 
behave  themfelves  according  to  the  laws. 

VIII.  Item,  —  That  the  common  council  fliall  every  of  them  have  his  and  their  place  and  pre- 
cedency according  to  their  auncientie,  as  hath  formerly  been  gravely  and  laudably  obferved  ;  as 
alfo  fhall  have  decent  gowns  accordingly  as  hath  been  accuftomed  formerly ;  and  fhall  in  fuch 
order  and  decency  attend  the  mayor  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  fuch  feftivals  and  holy  days  as  they 
have  heretofore  ufed  to  do  upon  fuch  days,  and  at  all  other  times,  as  often  as  the  mayor,  upon 
extraordinary  occafions,  fhall  fummons  them  fo  to  do,  upon  fuch  refpe&ive  pains  and  penalties  as 
the  mayor  and  common  council,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  fliall  think  fit  to  impofe. 

IX.  Item,  —  That  no  debauched  or  fcandalous  perfon  fhall  be  elected  into  the  common  coun- 
cil, or  into  the  number  of  affiftants. 

X.  Item, — That  every  one  that  fliall  hereafter  happen  to  be  elefted  mayor,  alderman,  capital 
burgefs,  or  affiftant  of  and  within  the  faid  Borough,  and  fhall  refufe  to  take  upon  him  or  them  to 
exercife  fuch  office  or  place,  fliall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  ufe  of  this  Borough  fuch  fines,  penalties, 
or  forfeitures,  as  fhall  be  impofed  by  the  mayor  and  common  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  for  any  one  default. 

XI.  Item,  —  That  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  fliall,  within  one  month  after  the  deceafe  or 
removal  of  any  alderman,  capital  burgefs,  or  affiftant  of  this  Borough,  caufe  the  common  council 
of  the  faid  Borough  to  be  fummoned  to  meet  at  the  Council-chamber  or  Guild-hall  of  the  faid 
Borough,  to  eleci  another  alderman,  capital  burgefs  or  affiftant,  as  the  cafe  fliall  refpeciively  require. 
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XII.  Item,  —  That  all  writings  being  of  public  purport  and  relation  to  the  corporation  and 
common  feal  of  this  Borough,  (hall  be  kept  in  a  cheft,  or  lome  other  convenient  place  in  the 
Council-chamber,  that  a  ready  recourfe  may  be  had  to  them  upon  all  occafions  when  the  mayor 
and  common  council  lhali  there  meet.  And  that  no  common  leal  of  the  faid  corporation  fhall  be 
affixed  to  any  writing  relating  to  the  lands  and  goods  of  the  corporation,  without  the  confent  of 
the  chamber,  or  greater  part  of  them,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  every 
fuch  offence. 

XIII.  Item,  —  That  no  perfon  of  the  common  council  of  this  Borough,  or  any  other  inhabi- 
tant thereof,  not  being  prefent  in  the  Council-chamber  or  the  Guild-hall  of  this  Borough  when 
any  matters  ,fhall  be  conferred  or  agreed  upon  by  the  mayor  or  common  council  of  the  laid 
Borough,  fhall  by  any  means  fpeak  againft,  or  go  about  to  break  off,  overthrow,  or  impugn 
any  fuch  order  or  agreement  that  fhall  happen  to  be  lb  conferred  of  or  agreed  upon,  unlels  by 
due  and  orderly  courfe  in  the  Council-chamber,  by  (hewing  forth  his  or  her  reaions  hov,  the  fame 
may  be  prejudicial  to  the  government  of  this  Borough,  upon  pun  to  forfeit  to  the  i;I  of  this 
Borough  fuch  penalty  as  the  mayor  and  common  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  I h lU  im- 
pofe.  .  , 

XIV.  Item,  — That  every  apprentice,  after  he  hath  actually  et  bona  fide  ferved  the  time  of  his 
apprenticefhip,  fhall  be  made  free  of  this  Borough,  and  take  the  ulual  oaths  of  a  freeman,  and 
pay  the  accuftomed  fees.  And  if  fuch  apprentice  or  apprentices  lhall  refufe  or  neglect  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  iworn  free  as  aforefaid,  by  the  fpace  of  twelve  months  next  after  their  respective  terms 
and  apprenticefhips  are  out,  then  he  or  they  lhall  lofe  the  benefit  of  his  or  their  freedom. 

XV.  Item,  — If  any  apprentice  or  fervant  fhall  be  abufed  by  their  mailer,  or  any  rru'fter  by 
their  fervant,  then  they  refpectively  are  to  complain  to  the  chamberlain  and  wardens  of  the  occu- 
pation whereof  they  are.  And  if  they  fhall  not  do  right  to  the  mifufed,  then  the  matter  to  be 
ordered  by  the  mayor  and  common  council,  or  the  moll:  part  of  them,  at  the  mayor's  then  next 
monthly  court. 

XVI.  Item,  —  It  is  ordered,  conftituted,  and  decreed,  that  every  freeman,  commorant,  and 
inhabitant  of  this  Borough,  lhall  bear  and  pay  all  and  all  manner  of  taxations,  impofitions,  for- 
feitures, fines,  and  amerciaments,  and  all  other  duties  that  already  are,  or  hereafter  lhall  be,  law- 
fully taxed,  impofed,  or  rated  upon  him  or  them,  by  any  ordinance  or  conftitution  herein  before 
or  hereafter  in  thefe  prefents  contained,  or  by  any  other  reafonable  order,  or  by  law  of  this 
Borough,  or  lhall  be  otherwife  due  to  the  fame  Borough:  and  if  any  of  them  fhall  refufe  to  pay 
the  fame,  or  fhall  wilfully  withftand  the  mayor,  or  any  of  his  officers  appointed  or  to  be  appointed 
to  collect  and  receive  the  fame,  that  then  the  mayor  and  common  council  for  the  time  being  fhall, 
-either  by  the  ferjeants  at  mace,  or  fome  others  efpecially  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  from 
time  to  time  diftrain  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  by  his  and  their  goods,  lor  luch  fum  and  fums  of 
money,  and  other  duties  and  forfeitures ;  and  fuch  diftrefs  or  diflrefies  fo  to  be  taken  to  keep  or 
.detain  by  the  fpace  of  fourteen  days.    And  if  the  faid  duties  and  forfeitures  fhall  not  be  paid  or 
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fatisfied  within  that  time  into  the  hands  of  the  mayor  or  chamberlain  for  the  time  being,  then  the 
faid  mayor  and  common  council  fhall  caufe  the  faid  diftrefs  and  diftreffes  to  be  fold,  and  of  the 
money  thereof  to  be  made,  to  deduct  the  duties  and  forfeitures  aforefaid.  And  if  upon  fale  of  the 
faid  goods  there  fhall  happen  to  remain  any  overplus  of  money  over  and  above  the  duties  and 
forfeitures  aforefaid,  and  reafonable  charges  for  making  the  faid  diftreffes,  then  the  faid  furplufage 
fhall  be  from  time  to  time  reftored  to  the  party  or  parties  who  owned  the  faid  goods  ;  or  elfe  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  fhall  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  either  in  the  name  of  the 
corporation,  or  in  the  name  of  the  chamberlain  for  the  time  being,  bring  an  aftion  of  debt  for 
fuch  duties  or  forfeitures  againft  him  or  them  that  fhall  owe,  incur,  or  forfeit  the  fame,  for  the 
recovery  and  obtaining  thereof :  otherwife  the  mayor  and  common  council  fhall  and  may  disfran- 
chife  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  refufing  as  aforefaid,  as  to  them  fhall  feem  convenient. 

XVII.  Item,— That  every  freeman  inhabiting  within  the  faid  Borough  fhall,  from  time  to 
time,  as  occafion  fhall  require,  upon  demand  thereof,  aid  and  affift  the  mayor,  ferjeants,  confta- 
bles,  and  all  other  officers  of  this  borough,  if  they  be  withftood,  refifted,  or  evilly  entreated  by  any 
manner  of  perfons,  when  they  are  to  execute  their  authorities  or  office,  upon  pain  to  forfeit  for 
every  fuch  default,  to  the  ufe  of  this  Borough,  ten  fhillings,  or  more,  as  by  the  difcretion  of 
the  mayor  and  common  council,  or  the  moft  part  of  them,  fhall  be  thought  meet, 

XVIII.  Item, — That  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough,  being  of  the  common  council, 
or  otherwife,  fhall  with  opprobious,  contemptuous,  or  unfeemly  words  or  geftures,  deprave  or 
mifufe  the  mayor,  the  common  council,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  of  the  mailers  or  wardens  of  the 
companies,  or  fpeak  or  do  any  thing  derogatory  or  prejudicial  to  the  conftitutions  and  ordinances 
of  this  Borough,  or  any  of  them,  that  then,  upon  complaint  and  due  proof  thereof  made,  fuch 
offender  or  offenders  fhall  forfeit  and  fuftain  fuch  fine  or  other  punifhment  as  fhall  be  from  time  to 
time  thought  meet,  and  ordered  by  the  mayor  and  common  council,  or  the  moft  part  of  them, 
be  it  pecuniary,  by  disfranchifement,  imprifonment,  or  otherwife. 

XIX.  Item,  — The  chamberlain  for  the  time  being  fhall  attend  from  time  to  time  the  mayor 
and  common  council,  at  every  mayor's  monthly  court,  to  the  intent  then  and  there  to  enter  and 
regifter  in  a  book,  to  be  produced  for  that  purpofe,  all  the  orders  and  other  the  proceedings  of 
every  of  the  faid  courts :  which  faid  book  fhall  be  fafely  locked  up  prefently  after  the  end  of  every 
court,  in  a  cheft  or  other  fafe  place  therefore  efpecially  to  be  appointed,  which  fhall  be  locked  up 
with  two  keys,  whereof  the  mayor  to  keep  one,  and  the  chamberlain  for  the  time  being  the  other. 

XX.  Item,  —  It  is  ordered,  conftituted,  and  appointed,  that  the  mayor  and  common  council 
of  this  Borough  fhall,  between  St.  Michael  the  archangel  and  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour,  nomi- 
nate and  choofe  one  alderman  and  two  capital  burgeffes,  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  unto  the  mayor 
for  the  time  being,  in  the  government  of  the  free-fchool  of  the  faid  Borough,  for  one  whole  yea/ 
together.  And  they  fo  from  time  to  time  yearly,  as  much  as  in  them  lieth,  fhall  have  and  take 
care  for  the  due  reparation  of  the  faid  fchool ;  and  fhall  be  ready,  as  well  in  the  behalf  of  the 
fchoolmafter  as  of  the  fcholars,  to  hear  all  complaints  and  grievances  happening  to  arife  between 
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the  faid  mafter  and  his  fcholars,  or  any  others,  for  matters  as  well  concerning  the  good  govern- 
ment and  ordinancy  of  the  fchoolmafter,  as  of  the  demeanour  and  carriages  of  the  fcholars. 

XXI.  Item, — Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough,  for  the  better  regulations  of  their 
trades  and  occupations,  have  formed  themfelves  into  divers  companies  and  fraternities,  (that  is  to 
fay,)  the*company  or  fraternity  of  the  Mercers,  as  the  fh ft  company  ;  the  company  or  fraternity 
of  Cordwainers,  as  the  fecond  company;  the  company  or  fraternity  of  Cloth-workers,  as  the  third 
company  ;  the  company  or  fraternity  of  Glovers,  as  the  fourth  company  ;  and  the  company  or 
fraternity  of  the  Ironmongers,  as  the  fifth  and  laft  company  ';  and  have  had  and  enjoyed  divers 
conftitutions  and  orders  refpe£lively,  whereby  they  have  been  the  better  governed  :  neverihelefs, 
through  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  late  wars,  confufion  got  into  the  place  of  order,  and  many  indi- 
rect ways  have  been  taken  to  leffen  and  bring  into  contempt  the  order  and  good  government  of 
this  Borough.  And  amongft  other  innovations  brought  in,  it  is  not  the  leaft  that  the  Teveial  and 
refpe&ive  focietiesf  companies,  or  fellowlhips,  refpectiveiy  have  taken  upon  them  to  make  many 
ftrangers  free  of  their  faid  companies,  without  fo  much  as  acquainting  the  mayor  and  common 
council  therewith.  And  under  the  notion  of  this  fuppofed  freedom,  fuch  ftrangers  and  others  that 
are  fo  brought  in,  refufe  to  be  admitted  and  fworn  freemen  of  the  faid  Borough,  to  the  great  lofs 
and  prejudice  of  the  faid  common  council,  and  to  the  under-valuing  and  contempt  of  the  good 
government  of  the  faid  Borough.  For  the  avoiding  of  which  mitchiefs  and  inconveniencies  for 
the  time  to  come,  and  that  a  right  underftanding  may  be  had  between  the  common  council  and 
the  faid  refpeftive  fraternities  or  companies,  it  is  conftituted,  ordered,  and  decreed,  that  the  con- 
ftitutions and  orders  of  the  faid  refpe&ive  five  companies  (hall  be,  and  are  hereby  revived,  and 
fball  continue  and  abide  in  as  full  power,  ftrength,  and  virtue,  as  ever  they  were:  fubjeft  always 
to  the  conftitutions,  orders,  and  conditions  following. 

Firft,  —  It  is  ordered  and  conftituted,  that  no  perfon  or  perfons  of  the  faid  refpeftive  companies 
fhall  prefume  to  admit,  fwear,  or  otherwife  howfoever  take  into  their  refpeetive  company  or  com- 
panies, any  perfon  or  perfons,  until  the  mafter  or  wardens  of  fuch  company  or  companies,  and 
the  greater  number  of  them,  and  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  this  Borough,  or  the  greater 
number  of  them,  fhall  have  confented  and  agreed  thereunto,  under  their  refpe&ive  hands  in 
writing ;  the  fame  confent  to  be  entered  in  the  town  book,  or  lome  other  book  for  that  purpofe. 

Item,  —  If  the  mayor  and  common  council  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  admit  to  the  freedom  of 
this  Borough  any  perfon  or  perfons  which  {hall  be  of  any  trade  or  occupation  belonging  to  any 
one  of  the  five  companies  as  abovefaid,  the  faid  perfon  fo  admitted  to  freedom  fhall  not  exercife 
any  fuch  trade  or  occupation  till  he  (hall  alfo  be  made  free  of  fome  one  of  the  faid  five  companies, 
unto  which  fuch  trade  or  occupation  fhall  belong:  fuch  company  not  exa6ting,  by  way  of  fine  for 
admittance  in  their  company,  any  greater  fum  than  fuch  as  fhall  be  impofed  on  the  faid  perfon  by 
the  common  council  for  the  freedom  of  this  Borough,  provided  fuch  fum  be  not  lefs  than  ten 
pounds. 

Item,  —  It  is  conftituted  and  ordained,  that  upon  the  admiffion  of  every  or  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons 
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fons  into  any  or  either  of  the  faid  fraternities,  the  perfon  and  perfons  fo  to  be  admitted  as  aforefaid, 
fhall  firft:  take  the  oath  of  a  freeman,  and  the  other  oaths  mentioned  in  the  late  charter  granted  to 
this  Borough  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the  fix  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  fove- 
reign  lord  king  Charles  the  fecond.  And  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  (hall  be  elefted  or  admitted  into 
any  or  either  of  the  faid  company  or  companies  otherwife,  or  in  any  other  fort  or  manner  than  as 
aforefaid,  then  every  fuch  election  and  admittance  fhall  be  void  to  all  intents  and  puipofes.  And 
the  mailer  and  wardens  of  each  faid  company  or  fraternity  that  (hall  prefume  to  do  otherwife,  or 
in  any  other  manner  than  as  aforefaid,  lhall  forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  ufe  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgefles  of  this  Borough,  the  fum  of  twenty  marks  apiece,  to  be  levied  as  othei  fines  and  for- 
feitures are  appointed  to  be  levied  as  aforefaid. 

Item,  —  It  is  ordained,  that  no  perfon  within  the  faid  Borough  fhall  fraudulently  or  colourably 
prefume  to  take  any  apprentice,  with  intent  to  make  him  a  freeman,  without  doing  and  perform- 
ing feven  years  a£tual  fervice  at  the  leaft.  And  that  the  matter  of  fuch  apprentice  (hall  caufe  the 
indentures  of  fuch  apprentice  to  be  inrolled  with  the  chamberlain  of  the  faid  Borough  for  the  time 
being,  within  the  fpace  of  three  months  next  after  the  date  of  fuch  indentures,  under  pain  of  the 
disfranchifement  of  fuch  mafter :  and  that  fuch  apprentice  fhall  have  or  take  no  benefit,  as  to  the 
freedom  of  the  faid  Borough,  by  fuch  indenture. 

Item,  —  That  the  relift  of  every  freeman  may  ufe  the  trade  of  her  deceafed  hufband  during  her 
widowhood ;  and  the  eldeft  fon  which  every  freeman  fhall  leave  at  his  death,  fhall  be  made  free  by 
his  father's  copy,  if  required. 

Provided  always,  that  if  any  article,  ordinance,  or  matter  before  fpecified,  fhall  be  contrary  to 
the  king's  highnefs's  laws  or  ftatutes,  or  the  commonwealth  of  this  Borough,  that  then  the  faid  ar- 
ticles, grants,  rules,  or  ordinances  before  fpecified,  for  fo  much  as  in  the  faid  ordinances  are  con- 
tained, which  is,  or  in  any  wife  may  be  found  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  faid  laws  or  ftatutes,  or 
commonwealth  of  the  faid  town,  fhall  be  utterly  void  and  of  none  effe£t ;  any  article,  matter,  or 
■claufe,  before  made  or  granted  to  the  contrary,  notwithftanding. 

In  witnefs,  confirmation,  and  for  the  better  corroborating  of  all  which  premifes,  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  Borough  aforefaid,  have  not  only  fet  hereunto  the  common  feal  of 
their  faid  incorporation,  but  alfo  the  faid  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  chamberlain,  and  burgefles, 
hereunder  more  particularly  mentioned,  have  hereunto  fubfcribed  their  particular  and  refpeftive 
names,  and  fixed  their  feals,  the  firft  day  of  June,  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign 
lord  James  the  fecond,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  Fiance  and  Ireland,  king,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  kc.  anno  dom.  1687. 

We,  Sir  Richard  Holloway,  knight,  one  of  his  majefty's  juftices  affigned  to  hold  pleas  before  his. 
majefty,  and  Sir  Thomas  Jenner,  knight,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  juftices  affigned  to 
take  the  aflizes  at  Worcejler,  in  the  Gounty  of  Worcefter,  have  viewed  and  examined  all  and  every 
the  before-mentioned  conftitutions,  orders,  and  ordinances,  and  do,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  approve 
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and  allow  the  fame.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  put  our  hands  and  feals,  at  the  affizes 
held  for  the  faid  county,  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  July,  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
fovereign  lord  James  the  fecond,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland, 
king,  defender  of  the  faith,  kc.  anno.  dom.  1687. 

RICHARD  HOLLOWAY,   (L.S.)  THO.  JENNER,  (L.S.) 

Edward  Walker,  mayor,  (L.S.)  Wm.  Rudge,  (L.S.)  James  Michell,  (L.S.) 
Ro.  Martin,  (L.  S.)  Martin  Ballard,  (L.  S.)  Nicholas  Feild,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  lounge,  (L.S.)  Geo.  Hopkins,  (L.S.)     John  Home,  (L.S.) 

Tho.  Harris,  (L.S.)  Will.  Martin,  (L.S.)     Jarritt  Smithy  (L.S.) 

William  Lane,  (L.  S.) 


No.  V.     Oath  of  a  Freeman. 


YOU  fhall  fwear  that  you  fhall  be  true  liege-man,  and  true  faith  and  truth  bear  to  our  fove- 
reign lord  the  king,  his  heirs  and  lawful  fucceffors,  and  to  your  power  fhall  aid  and  affift  the 
mayor  and  other  officers  of  this  town  for  the  time  being,  and  to  them  fhall  be  obedient  and  at- 
tendant, concerning  fuch  things  as  they,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  lawfully  and  reafonably  will  or 
command  you  to  do.  You  fhall  alfo  well  and  truly  obferve,  perform,  fulfill,  and  keep,  all  fuch 
orders  and  rules  as  are  and  fhall  be  made  and  eftablifhed  by  the  common  council  of  this  town,  for 
the  good  government  thereof,  in  all  things  to  you  appertaining.  You  fhall  alfo  give,  yield,  and 
be  contributory  to  and  with  the  corporation  of  this  town,  fo  far  forth  as  you  ought  or  fhall  be 
chargeable  to  do.  And  you  fhall  not,  by  colour  of  your  freedom,  bear  out,  or  cover  under  you, 
any  foreign  perfon  or  ftranger ;  but,  according  to  the  beft  of  your  fkill,  with  cunning  and  power, 
you  fhall  uphold  and  maintain  all  the  liberties,  franchifes,  good  cuftoms,  and  ufages,  of  this  town 
and  corporation. 

So  help  you  God. 


No.  VI.  Charter  of  the  Borough  of  Evefliam,  granted  by  James  I.  A.D.  1605. 


JAMES,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of 
the  faith,  &c. '  To  all  whom  thefe  prefent  letters  fhall  come,  greeting.  Whereas  our  burgh 
of  Evejliam,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  has  been  an  antient  and  popular  burgh,  and  the  burgelfes 
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of  the  faid  buTgh,  fometimes  called  by  the  name  of  bailiffs,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid 
burgh,  and  fometimes  by  other  names,  for  time  out  of  mind  have  had,  ufed,  and  enjoyed  divers 
liberties,  cuftoms,  franchifes,  immunities,  and  preliminaries;  as  well  by  reafon  of  divers  charters 
and  letters  patent  heretofore  to  them  and  their  predecefTors  made  and  granted,  as  of  divers  prefcrip- 
tions,  ufages,  and  cuftoms  within  the  faid  burgh  anciently  ufed  and  accuftomed.  And  whereas 
the  fergeants  at  mace  of  the  faid  burgh  now  carry  and  bear,  and  for  a  long  time  part  have  ufed  to 
carry  and  bear,  before  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  within  the  faid  burgh,  and 
the  liberties  and  precin&s  thereof,  two  filver  maces,  engraved  and  adorned  with  the  arms  of  the 
princes  of  Wales :  and  whereas  we  are  informed  that  our  town  of  Bengworth,  in  the  faid  county  of 
Worcefter,  adjoins  and  lies  near  the  faid  burgh  of  Evejham,  and  that  many  diffentions,  qu  irrels, 
mifbehaviours,  riots,  and  other  violations  and  difturbances  of  our  peace,  and  feveral  abufcs  and 
evil  deeds  are  oftentimes  committed  and  perpetrated  without  punifhments  and  corrections  within 
our  faid  town  of  Bengworth,  through  the  defeft  of  good  dilcipline  and  government  in  the  laid 
town,  to  the  great  damage,  grievance,  perturbation,  and  moleftation,  as  well  of  the  refiants  and 
tenants  within  the  faid  town,  as  of  the  burgeffes  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  burgh  of  Evejham;  for 
which  reafons  our  beloved  fubjecls,  as  well  the  bailiffs,  aldermen  and  burgeffes  of  our  laid  burgh 
of  Evejham,  as  the  tenants,  refiants,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  of  Bengworth,  jointly,  and 
of  their  unanimous  affent  and  confent,  have  mod  humbly  be  fought  us  that  we  fhould  In  this  be- 
half manifeft  and  extend  our  royal  favour  and  munificence  towards  them,  and  that  we,  for  the 
better  difcipline  and  government  of  the  faid  burgh  and  town,  would  vouchfafe,  as  it  lhould  feem 
to  us  m oft  meet,  by  our  letters  patent,  to  make,  reduce,  and  create,  as  well  the  faid  bailiffs,  al- 
dermen, and  burgelfes  of  the  burgh  of  Evejham  aforefaid,  by  whatfoever  name  or  names  of  cor- 
poration or  incorporation  they  heretofore  have  been  incorporated  as  the  tenants,  refiants,  and  in- 
habitants of  our  laid  town  of  Bengworth,  in  the  faid  county  of  Worcefter,  lying  near  and  adjoin- 
ing to  our  faid  burgh  of  Evejham,  into  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  of  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter.  We,  therefore, 
willing  that  from  henceforth  for  ever,  as  well  in  the  faid  burgh  of  Evefham,  as  in  our  faid  village 
of  Bengworth,  there  may  be  had  one  certain  and  undoubted  method  of  and  for  the  keeping  of  our 
peace,  and  for  the  difcipline  and  government  of  our  faid  burgh  and  town,  and  of  our  people  there 
inhabiting,  and  of  all  others  thereto  reforting.  And  that  the  faid  burgh  and  town  from  hence- 
forth forever  may  be  and  remain  a  burgh  of  quietnefs,  to  the  dread  and  terror  of  all  evil  delin- 
quents, and  for  the  reward  and  fupport  of  the  good.  And  that  our  peace,  and  all  other  our  acts 
of  juftice  and  good  government,  may  there  be  the  better  obferved,  hoping,  that  as  the  faid 
bailiffs,  aldermen,  and  burgelfes  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  faid  tenants,  refiants,  and  inhabitants 
of  our  faid  town  of  Bengworth,  and  their  fucceflors,  will  by  our  grant  enjoy  more  extenfive  ho- 
nours, liberties,  and  privileges,  they  will  then  think  themlelves  obliged,  in  a  more  elpecial  man- 
ner, to  do  the  utmoft  in  the  fervice  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors.  And  alfo  at  the  humble 
petition  and  requeft  of  our  moft  illuftrious  and  dearly  beloved  eldeft  fon,  prince  H<nry,  (it  being 
the  firft  requeft  he  ever  made  to  us  in  our  realm  of  England,)  of  our  fpecial  favour,  and  out  of  w£ 
certain  knowledge" and  mere  motion,  we  have  willed,  created,  ordained,  declared,  and  granted, 
and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  will,  ordain,  create,  conftitute,  declare, 
and  grant,  that  the  faid  burgh  of  Evejham,  and  the  faid  town  of  Bengworth,  in  our  county  of  Wor- 
cefter, and  the  bounds,  limits,  and  precin£ts  of  the  faid  burgh  and  town,  from  henceforth  forever, 
may  be  and  fhall  be  joined  and  united,  and  be  one  undivided  and  free  burgh  of  ltfclf;  and  that 
as  well  the  faid  bailiffs,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  of  Evejham,  as  the  iaid  tenants, 
refiants,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  of  Bengworth,  and  their  fucceifors,  whether  heretofore 
lawfully  incorporated  or  not,  from  this  time  forward  forever,  without  any  queftion  or  doubt  here- 
after to  be  railed,  may  be  and  fhall  be,  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  one  body  corporate  and  politic, 
in  reality,  deed,  and  name,  by  the  name  of  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  of 
Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter.  And  for  ourielves,  our  heirs  and  lucceiiors,  we  make, 
erect,  ordain,  conftitute,  create,  confirm,  ratify,  and  declare  them,  by  the  name  ot  Ihcmayofc. 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  ofEvefham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  one  body  eocporofe 
anaTpoTTtic,  irTreality,~deed,  and  name7~fuTiy^nd  really  by  thefe  prefents.    And  lbat  by  the  lame 
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•name  they  may  enjoy  a  perpetual  fucceffion,  and  that  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgeffes  of  the  burgh  of  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  they  may  and  fhall  be,  in  all  future 
times,  perfons  able  and  capable  by  law,  and  a  body  corporate  and  politic  by  law,  capable  to  have, 
purchafe,  receive,  enjoy,  retain,  and  poffefs  manors,  lands,  tenements,  liberties,  privileges,  ju- 
rifdiftions,  franchifes,  and  aU  other  hereditaments  whatfoever,  of  what  nature,  kind,  name, 
quality,  or  fpecies  foever  they  be;  and  alfo  to  give,  grant,  demife,  alien,  affign,  and  difpofe  of 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  ;  and  by  the  name  aforefaid  to  do  and  execute  all  and  fingu- 
lar  other  a&s  and  things  whatfoever.  And  that  they  may  have  power,  by  the  laid  name  or  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  of  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  to  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, anfwer  and  be  anfwered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  any  courts  and  places  whatfoever, 
and  before  any  judges  andjuflices,  and  other  officers  whatfoever,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
in  all  and  fingular  aftions,  pleas,  fuits,  plaints,  caufes,  matters,  and  demands  whatfoever,  of  what 
kind,  nature,  quality,  or  fpecies  they  may  or  fhall  be,  in  the  fame  manner  and  form  as  any  other 
our  liege  fubjects  of  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  being  perfons  capable  by  law,  or  any  other  body 
corporate  and  politic  within  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  may  or  can  have,  receive,  purchale, 
poffefs,  enjoy,  retain,  give,  grant,  demife,  affign,  alien,  and  difpofe  of,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
anfwer  and  be  anfwered,  defend  and  be  defended.  And  that  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bur- 
geffes of  the  faid  burgh,  forever  herafter,  may  have  a  common  feal  for  caufes,  and  to  ferve  in  the 
tranfa&ing  the  bufinefs  of  them  and  their  fucceffors  :  and  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fucceffors,  the  faid  feal  from  time 
to  time,  at  their  pleafure,  to  break,  change,  and  make  anew,  as  to  them  fhall  leem  molt  meet. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  our  faid 
burgh  of  Evejham,  and  the  circuit,  precinfts,  compafs,  liberties,  franchifes,  and  jurifdiftions 
thereof,  may  extend  and  reach  through  and  about  the  whole  limits  and  precincls  of  the  parifhes 
of  AH  Saints  and  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  faid  burgh,  and  through  the  whole  village  and  tjajrjjh  of 
Bengworth  aforefaid :  (viz.)  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bridge  of  £y^am,~otherwife  called  Beng- 
worth-bridgc,  near  a  certain  houfe  now  or  heretofore  called  Le  Old  Guild-hall,  by  the  banks  of  a 
certain  river  there  called  Avon,  incompaffing  a  certain  park  and  meadow  there  called  Abbey  Park 
and  Meadow,  towards  Evejham  aforefaid,  as  far  as  a  certain  ftone  wall,  called  the  Abbey  Park  Wall, 
and  from  thence  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Avon  aforefaid,  to  a  ditch  and  water-courfe,  being 
the  furthermoft  bound  of  a  cerlain  clofe  there,  commonly  called  Higden-clofe,  near  a  certain  mill 
•there,  called  Chadbury-mill,  and  from  thence  along  the  furthermoft  bounds  and  limits  of  the  faid 
clofe,  called  Higden-cloje,  towards  Lenchwick,  as  far  as  the  king's  highway  there,  and  lb  by  the  faid 
highway  to  a  certain  way  or  lane  there,  called  Lenchwick-lane,  (otherwiie  OJferJiam-lane,)  and  from 
thence  by  the  faid  path  or  lane  called  Lenchwick,  otherwiie  Ojfenham-lane,  to  a  certain  bridge  called 
Offenham-bridge,  alias  Twyford-bridge,  and  lo  by  the  louth  fide  of  the  faid  bridge  towards  Evejham 
aforefaid,  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Avon  aforefaid,  on  the  weft  part,  and  from  thence,  by  the 
banks  of  the  laid  river,  towards  Evejham  aforefaid,  to  a  certain  field  called  the  Paddock,  including 
the  laid  field,  and  the  mill  called  Evejham-mill,  with  all  the  parcels  of  land  and  leafowes  to  the  faid 
mill  belonging  or  adjoining,  and  from  thence,  by  the  banks  of  the  faid  river,  to  certain  houfes, 
called  the  Alms-houles,  including  the  houfes  adjoining  or  adjacent  on  the  north  fide  of  the  faid 
bridge  called  Evejham-bridge,  alias  Bengworth-bridge,  and  fo  by  the  faid  bridge,  over  the  river,  to 
our  faid  village  ot  Bengworth,  and  from  thence  through  the  whole  town  and  parifh  ol  Bengwortk, 
and  all  the  borders,  limits,  bounds,  and  precincls  of  the  faid  parifh  of  Bengworth,  compafling, 
comprehending,  containing,  and  including  all  houfes,  mills,  fields,  lands,  and  places  within  the 
laid  parifh  of  Bengxvcrth,  by  whatfoever  names  and  appellations  they  are  called  and  known,  or 
befoie  this  time  had  been  uted  to  be  called  or  known.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thele  prelents 
for  ourlelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  laid  mayor,  aldeimen  and  burgeffes 
of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  free  liberty,  power,  and  authority.  And  that  it  ihall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their 
fuccellors,  to  go  about  or  make  proceffions  over  the  fame,  for  their  true  and  better  information 
thereby,  to  be  had  as  often  as  they  pieafe,  or  fhall  think  neceilary  to  be  done ;  and  that  without 
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any  writ  or  other  warrant  on  that  behalf,  from  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffbrs,  for  that  purpofe  to  be 
fued  for  or  profecuted.  And  we  alfo  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflors, do  grant  and  ordain,  that  from  henceforth  forever  there  fliall  and  may  be  within  the  faid 
burgh  feven_oX_the  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  to  be  chofen  in  the  manner  hereafter  in  thefe 
prefents  mentioned,  who  fhall  be  and  be  called  aldermen  of  the  faid  burgh..  And  alfo  that  there 
fhall  be  within  the  faid  burgh  twelve  other  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  in  manner  hereafter  in 
thefe  prefents  mentioned,  to  be  chofen,  who  fhall  be  and  (hall  be  named  capital  burgeffes  of  the  ' 
burgh  aforefaid.  And  that  there  fhall  and  may  be  within  the  laid  burgh  two  officers,  in  manner 
hereafter  in  thefe  prefents  mentioned,  to  be  elected  and  made,  one  of  whom  fhall  be  called  recorder 
of  the  faid  burgh,  the  other,  chamberlain  of  the  fame  burgh;  which  faid  aldermen,  capltarbur- 
geffes,  recorder,  and  chamberlain,  fhall  be  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh  :  out  of 
which  faid  feven  aldermen,  burgeffes,  recorder,  and  chamberlain,  being  of  the  common  council 
of  the  faid  burgh,  one  fliall  from  time  to  time  be  chofen  and  nominated,  in  the  form  hereafter  in 
thefe  prefents  mentioned,  to  be  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh.  And  we  further  will,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
fents for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceITbrs7  do  grant  and  ordain,  that  from  henceforth  forever 
there  fhall  be  within  the  faid  burgh  fourjind  twenty  of  the  faid  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  to  be  % 
chofen  in  the  manner  hereafter  mentioned?  who  lhall  be  and  be  called  alliftants  of  the  faid  burgh.  -7/  ///// 
And  that  the  reft  of  the  faid  aldermen,  capital  burgeffes,  recorder,  and  chamberlain  of  the  faid  '  ^^^^  ' 
buigh,  not  being  in  the  office  of  mayor  thereof,  and  the  faid  twenty-four  afliftants,  fliall  be  from 
time  to  time  atlifting  and  aiding  to  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  in  all  caufes, 
things,  bulineifes,  and  matters  touching,  or  in  any  wife  concerning,  the  faid  burgh.  And  fur- 
ther, we  wiil,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  of  Evejham  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  recorder,  chamberlain,  and  capital  burgefles  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall 
be  one,  in  the  common  hall,  chamber,  or  other  convenient  place  within  the  faid  burgh,  met  to- 
gether, (upon  public  fummons  for  that  purpofe  made,)  may  and  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  make,  conftitute,  ordain,  and  appoint  fuch  reafonable  laws,  ftatutes, 
coftitutions,  decrees,  and  ordinances,' in  writing,  which  to  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
whereof  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  according  to  their 
found  difcretions  fhall  feem  good,  wholefome,  profitable,  honeft,  and  neceffary  for  the  good  re- 
gimen and  government  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  all  and  fingular  the  officers,  fervants,  artificers,  in- 
habitants, and  refiants  whatfoever  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  and  for  declaring  after 
what  manner  and  order  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes,  and  all  and  lingular  the  officers, 
fervants,  artificers,  inhabitants,  and  refiants  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  fhall  behave 
and  carry  themfelves  in  their  offices,  fervices,  functions,  trades,  and  bufmeffes  within  the  faid 
burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precinfts  thereof,  for  the  further  public  good  and  common  advantage, 
and  good  government  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  victualling  of  the  fame,  and  all  other  caufes  and 
things  whatfoever,  touching,  or  in  any  wife  concerning  the  faid  burgh.  And  that  they  the  faid 
mayor,  aldermen,  recorder,  chamberlain,  and  capital  burgeffes  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater 
part  thereof,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fliall  be  one,  may 
and  fhall  have  power,  as  often  as  any  laws,  ftatutes,  rights,  ordinances,  and  conftitutions  fhall 
be  made,  ordained,  or  confirmed,  in  manner  aforefaid,  to  make,  ordain,  limit,  and  provide  fuch 
punifliments,  pains,  and  penalties,  either  by  imprifonments,  or  by  fines  and  amerciaments,  or 
either  of  them,  for  all  tranfgreffors  or  breakers  of  fuch  laws,  inftitutions,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  and 
conftitutions,  or  either  ..f  them,  which  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder,  chamberlain,  and 
capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the 
mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  lhall  feem  requifite  and  neceffary, 
for  the  better  oblervance  of  the  faid  laws,  inftitutions,  decrees,  ordinances,  and  conftitutions  ;  and 
the  fame  fines  and  amerciaments  to  levy,  enjoy,  have,  and  receive,  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fucceflors,  without  any  hinderance  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  or  any  the  officers  or  minifters  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflors,  and  without  ac- 
count to  be  rendered  or  given  to  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccelfors,  for  the  lame :  all  and  fingular  which 
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laws,  ordinances,  inftitutions,  confiitutions,  decrees,  and  Matures,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  made,  we 
will  (hall  be  obferved  under  the  penalties  in  the  fame  contained.  Provided  fuch  laws,  inftitutions, 
ordinances,  conftitutions,  imprifonments,  fines,  and  amerciaments,  be  reafonablet  and  not  re- 
pugnant or  contrary  to  the  laws,  Matures,  cuftoms,  or  rights  of  our  kingdom  of  England.  And 
for  the  better  performance  of  our  will  and  grant  in  this  behalf,  we  have  affigned,  named,  created, 
conftituted,  and  made,  and  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  lucceifors,  do  afllgn,  name,  create, 
conititute,  and  make  our  beloved  Robert  Allen,  prefent  capital  bailiff  of  the  faid  burgh,  to 
be  the  firft  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  ;  willing  that  the  faid  Robert  Allen  fhall  be  and  continue  in  the 
office  of  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh,  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents,  to  the  firft  Tuefday 
which  fhall  happen  and  fall  out  next  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  next  coming, 
and  from  that  time  until  fome  other  lhall  be  duly  elefted  and  fworn  to  that  office,  according  to  the 
appointment  and  provifion  herein  after  expreffed  and  declared,  (if  the  faid  Robert  Allen  ihall  fo 
long  live.)  We  have  alfo  affigned,  named,  created,  conftituted,  and  made,  and  by  thefe  prefents 
for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  affign,  name,  create,  conftitute,  and  make,  our  well- 
beloved  Sir  Philip  Kighley,  knt.  Sir  Thomas  Biggs,  knt.  Thomas  Watjon,  David  Sanfom,  Robert 
Allen,  Philip  Harris,  and  Philip  Parfons,  to  be  the  firft  and  modern  feven  aldermen  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  to  continue  in  the  faid  offices  during  their  natural  lives,  'unlefs  in  the  meantime  for  ill 
government  or  mifbehaviour,  or  any  other  reatonable  caufe,  they  or  either  of  them  are  or  ihall  be 


removed  from  their  offices.  We  have  alfo  affigned,  named,  created,  conftituted,  and  made,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  affign,  name,  create,  conftitute,  and 
make  our  beloved  David  Fowles,  knt.  Lewis  Bayley,  Philip  Gardner,  fen.  Bartholomew  Momford, 
James  Michel!,  Edward  Walker,  Edward  Bowland,  Henry  Smith,  Richard  James,  fen.  Gilbert  Smith, 
John  Wajhborn,  and  William  Robins,  to  be  the  firft  twelve  capital  burgefles  of  the  faid  burgh,  to 
continue  in  the  faid  offices  during  their  natural  lives,  unlefs  in  the  meantime  for  ill  government  or 
mifbehaviour,  or  any  other  reafonable  caufe,  they  or  either  of  them  are,  or  lhall  be  removed  from 
thefe  offices.  We  have  alfo  affigned,  named,  created,  conftituted,  and  made,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
fents for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  affign,  name,  create,  conftitute,  and  make  our 
beloved  William  Biddle,  fen.  Geo.  Hawkins,  Richard  Harward,  John  Winnoll,  Robert  Brantley,  Ed- 
zvard  Lepper,  Ranulph  Eate,  William  Allen,  Jofeph  Phelps,  William  Chandler,  John  Deacle,  John 
Preedy,  William  Brooke,  John  Jelfe,  Richard  James,  iun.  William  Hardman,  Bartholomew  lolly, 
Robert  Bijhop,  Philip  Gardner,  jun.  Arthur  Go'djon,  Thomas  Andrews,  IJaac  Dijfon,  Thomas  Smith, 
and  William  Torkins,  to  be  the  firft  twenty-four  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh,  to  continue  in  the  laid 
offices  during  their  natural  lives,  unlefs  during  that  time  for  ill  management  or  mifbehaviour,  or 
any  other  reafonable  caufe,  they  or  either  of  them  are,  or  fhall  be,  difplaced.  And  further,  we 
will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  faid 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, capital  burgefles,  recorder,  and  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  lhall  be 
one,  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  may  and  fhall  have  power  and  authority  yearly,  upon  the  firft 
Tuefday  which  fhall  happen  and  fall  out  next  after  the  feaft  of  St.  Bartholomew,  to  name  and  ap- 
point one  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh  to  be  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  ;  who  being 
lb  ele&ed  and  nominated  fhall,  after  fuch  election  and  nomination,  (to  wit,  from  the  firft  Tuefday 
which  fhall  happen  and  fall  out  next  after  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel  next  enfuing,)  be 
and  continue  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  one  whole  year,  then  next  following,  and  that  he  who 
lhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid  nominated  and  elected  into  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  fhall, 
before  he  fhall  be  admitted  to  perform  that  office,  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  laft  mayor  his 
predeceflbr,  and  recorder,  and  the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  all  of  them 
who  fhall  then  be  prefent,  on  every  firft  Tuefday  next  after  the  feaft  of  St  Michael  the  archangel, 
after  fuch  election  and  nomination,  to  execute  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  well,  faith- 
fully, and  truly,  in  all  things  touching  the  faid  office ;  and  that  after  fuch  oath,  fo  as  aforefaid 
made,  he  may  perform  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  one  whole  year  next  following. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  grant  to  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  if  it  lhall  happen 
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that  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  fhall,  within  one  year  after  he  has  been  fo  as 
aforefaid  ele&ed  and  fworn  to  that  office,  die,  or  be  therefrom  removed,  that  then  and  fo  often 
it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh  then  furviving  or 
remaining,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  one  other  out  of  themfelves,  into  the 
place  and  office  of  fuch  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh,  fo  dead  or  difplaced,  to  chufe  and  prefer,  accord- 
ing to  the  appointment  and  provifion  in  thefe  prefents  above  declared :  and  that  he  that  is  fo  ele&ed 
into  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh,  having  firft  taken  his  corporal  oath  in  manner  aforefaid, 
may  have  and  exercife  the  faid  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  faid  year :  and  fo  from  time  to 
time,  as  often  as  the  cafe  fhall  fo  happen.  And  whenfoever  it  fhall  happen  that  any  or  either  of 
the  faid  feven  aldermen,  or  of  the  faid  twelve  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  fhall  die  or  be 
removed  from  the  faid  offices  of  aldermen  or  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  whom  we  intend 
fhall  be  removed  when  they  mifbehave  themfelves  in  the  faid  offices,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  mayor 
and  the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  major  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor 
of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  that  then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder,  chamberlain,  and  capital  burgeffes  of 
the  faid  burgh,  then  furviving  or  remaining,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of 
the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  one  or  more  of  the  burgeffes  of  the  faid 
burgh,  in  the  place  or  places  of  fuch  alderman  or  aldermen,  capital  burgefs  or  capital  burgeffes  of 
the  faid  burgh,  fo  happening  to  die  or  be  removed,  to  ele6t,  nominate,  and  prefer,  to  fupply  the 
number  of  the  faid  fevcn  aldermen  and  twelve  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  ;  and  that  he  or 
they  fo  as  aforefaid  to  the  office  or  offices  of  alderman  or  aldermen,  capital  burgefs  or  capital  bur- 
geffes, chofen  and  preferred,  having  before  the  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder,  chamberlain,  and  ca- 
pital burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being,  of  whom  the  mayor 
of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  (hall  be  one,  taken  his  or  their  corporal  oath,  welt  and 
faithfully  to  perform  thofe  offices  refpe&ively,  fhall  be  of  the  number  of  the  faid  feven  aldermen 
or  twelve  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  :  and  fo  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the  cafe  fhall  fo 
happen.  Wealfowill,  and  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  by  thefe  prefents  grant, 
that  whenfoever  it  fhall  happen  that  any  of  the  faid  twenty-four  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh  fhall 
happen  to  die,  or  be  removed  from  that  office,  we  intending  that  fuch  affiftantor  affiftants,  not  be- 
having him  or  themfelves  well  in  the  faid  office,  fhall  be  removable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  mayor 
and  the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  of  vyhom  the  mayor  of 
the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  that  then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  mayor,  and  the  reft  of  the  common  council,  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one, 
to  ele6t,  nominate,  and  prefer  one  or  more  of  the  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  into  the  place  or 
places  of  fuch  affiftant  or  affiftants,  fo  happening  to  die  or  be  difplaced,  to  fupply  and  make  up  the 
laid  number  of  twenty-four  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh.  And  that  he  or  they,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  the 
office  or  offices  of  affiftant  or  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh,  chofen  and  preferred,  having  taken  his 
corporal  oath  before  the  mayor  and  the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  fhall  be  of  the  number  of  the  faid  twenty-four  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh: 
and  thus  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the  cafe  fhall  fo  happen.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  and  ordain,  that  one  of  the  refiants 
and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  parifh  of  Bengzvortk  aforefaid,  within  the  faid  burgh,  fhall  every  feventh 
year,  at  the  leaft,  be  elected  and  preferred  in  the  mayoralty  of  the  faid  burgh,  according  to  the 
appointment  above-mentioned  in  thefe  prefents.  And  that  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
hereafter,  two  of  the  faid  feven  aldermen,  four  of  the  faid  twelve  capital  burgeffes,  and  eight  of 
the  faid  twenty-four  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh,  be  and  lhall  be  inhabitants  and  refiants  within  the 
faid  parifh  of  Ben^worth.  And  that  Philip  Kcighley,  lent,  be  and  fhall  be  one  of  the  aldermen  of 
the  laid  burgh,  during  his  natural  life  ;  and  after  his  deceafe,  every  l>eir  male  of  the  faid  Philip 
Keighley  fhall  fucceffively  be  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  faid  burgh,  if  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
his  predeceffor  he  fhall  have  attained  to  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years;  but  if  not,  then  when 
he  fhall  attain  to  fuch  age,  he  fhall  be  chofen  and  preferred  to  be  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  faid 
burgh,  during  his  natural  life,  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof,  or 
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sny  other  thing,  caufe,  or  matter  wha'foever,  notwithstanding.  Moreover  we  will,  and  by  thefe 
prefents  for  ouifelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bur- 
geffes of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  that  lhall  be  here- 
after elefteJ.  or  nominated  to  the  offices  of  mayor,  aldermen,  capital  burgeffes,  or  to  any  other 
office  within  the  faid  burgh,  having  notice  or  knowledge  of  his  or  their  election,  fhall  refufe  or 
deny  to  exercife  the  office  or  offices  to  which  he  or  they  lb  refufing  fhall  be  elected  or  nominated, 
th3t  then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  the  reft 
of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid 
burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  to  tax  and  impofe  upon  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo 
refufing,  fuch  fines  and  amerciaments,  as  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  the  reft  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor 
of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  fhall  feem  reafonable ;  and  him  or 
them  refufing  or  denying  to  pay  the  faid  fines  and  amerciaments  fo  impofed,  to  commit  to  prifou 
within  the  faid  burgh,  and  there  in  prifon  to  keep,  until  he  or  they  fhall  pay,  or  caufe  to  be 
paid,  the  faid  fines  and  amerciaments,  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of 
the  faid  burgh.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors, do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors, that  they  and  their  fucceffors  may  and  fhall  have  within  the  faid  burgh,  one  notable  and 
difcreet  man,  to  be  chofen  and  nominated  in  manner  hereafter  in  thefe  prefents  expreffed,  who 
fhall  be  and  be  called  high  fteward  of  the  faid  burgh  :  and  we  have  afilgned,  constituted,  and 
made,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  affign,  name,  conftitute, 
and  make  our  well-beloved  and  faithful  fervant,  Thomas  Cha'oner,  knt.  to  be  the  firft  high  fteward 
of  the  faid  burgh,  to  continue  in  the  faid  office  during  his  natural  life:  and  that  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  after  the  death  of  the  faid  Thomas  Chahner,  knt.  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  fhall 
and  may  chufe,  nominate,  and  prefer,  one  notable  and  difcreet  man,  from  time  to  time,  to  be 
high  fteward  of  the  faid  burgh  :  and  that  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  who  after  the  death  of  the  faid 
Thomas  Chahner,  knt.  fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid  elected,  chofen,  and  nominated,  into  the  office  of 
high  fteward  of  the  faid  burgh,  fhall  and  may  exercife  and  enjoy  the  faid  office  of  high  fteward  of 
the  faid  burgh,  during  the  pleafure  of  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  afore- 
faid, or  the  major  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will 
fhall  be  one.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  lucceffors, 
do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors, 
that  they  and  their  fucceffors,  from  henceforth  forever,  may  and  fhall  have  within  the  faid  burgh 
one  honeft  and  difcreet  man,  fkilled  in  the  laws  of  England,  in  the  manner  hereafter  in  thele 
prefents  expreffed  and  fpecified,  to  be  chofen  and  named,  who  fhall  be  and  be  called  recorder  of 
the  faid  burgh  :  and  that  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  chofen  and  named, 
before  he  be  admitted  to  the  exercife  of  the  faid  office,  fhall  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor 
of  the  faid  burgh,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  according 
to  his  knowledge,  in  all  things  touching  or  concerning  the  faid  office;  and  that  after  fuch  oath, 
fo  made,  he  may  exercife  and  ufe  the  office  of  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  by  himfelf  or  his  fuf- 
ficient  deputy,  within  the  faid  burgh.  And  we  have  affigned,  named,  created,  conftituted,  and 
made,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  doaflign,  name,  create,  con- 
ftitute, and  make  our  beloved  Henry  Frowick,  of  Lincoln  s-inn,  in  the  county  of  Middielex,  efq. 
learned  in  the  laws  of  England,  to  be  the  firft  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  to  continue  in  the  faid 
office  during  his  natural  life.  And  that  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  after  the  death  of  the 
faid  Henry  Frowick,  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgefles  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time 
being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  fhall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  pleafure,  eleft,  nominate, 
and  prefer  one  other  difcreet  man,  fkilled  in  the  laws  of  England,  into  the  office  of  recorder  of  the 
faid  burgh  :  and  that  they  who  after  the  death  of  the  faid  Henry  Frowick,  or  after  he  fhall  of  his 
own  accord  have  left  the  laid  office  of  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  fhall  be  elecled,  preferred,  and 
nominated  to  that  office,  may  and  fhall  have,  exercife,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  during  the  pleafure 
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of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capita]  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  {hall  be  one,  fuch 
perfon  having  firft  taken  his  corporal  oath  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  faid  office  of  recorder 
of  the  faid  burgh,  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do,  for  our- 
felves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we 
will  (hall  be  one,  may  and  fhall  have  power  from  time  to  time,  to  eleft,  conftitute,  and  create  one 
of  the  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  to  have,  exercife,  and  perform  the  office  of  chamberlain  of  the 
faid  burgh,  as  long  as  fhall  feem  expedient  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes 
of  the  faid  burgh,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time 
being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  or  until  the  faid  chamberlain  fhall  of  his  own  accord  leave  the  faid 
office,  or  fhall  die  :  and  that  fuch  burgefs  of  the  faid  burgh,  in  manner  aforefaid  chofen,  preferred, 
and  created,  or  to  be  chofen,  preferred,  and  created  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh,  fhall  take  his 
corporal  oath  before  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  laid  burgh  for  the  time 
being,  or  as  many  of  them  as  will  be  prefent,  faithfully  to  do  and  execute  all  thofe  things  which 
belong  to  the  office  of  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh.  And  that  the  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh 
for  the  time  being,  fhall  and  may  receive,  and  keep  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  all  and  all  manner  of  rents,  fines,  amerciaments,  revenues,  profits, 
commodities,  and  emoluments  whatfoever,  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes,  and  their 
fucceffors,  in  right  of  their  corporation,  belonging  or  pertaining,  incurred,  due,  or  payable,  and 
the  fame  at  their  command,  from  time  to  time,  lay  out  and  expend  :  and  that  the  chamberlain 
of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  fhall  keep  in  the  chamber  of  the  faid  burgh  all  and  lingular 
the  writings,  charters,  evidences,  and  minuments  whatfoever,  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the  time  being,  belonging,  or  in  anywife  appertaining;  and 
fhall  yearly  for  ever,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Matthew,  render  a  true  and  juft  account  to  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  or  the  gieater  part  of  them, 
of  all  things  by  him  fo  received,  levied,  kept,  or  had.  And  alfo  that  every  chamberlain  of  the 
faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  who  fhall  happen  to  be  removed  from  his  faid  office,  or  fhall  quit 
the  fame  of  his  own  accord,  fhall,  within  one  month  next  after  his  removal,  or  voluntary  leaving 
of  his  faid  office,  if  thereunto  required,  render  a  true  and  faithful  account  to  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  as  many  of  them  as  will  be  prefent,  of  all  things  in  his 
office  by  him  received,  had  or  done.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  will  and  grant  in  this 
behalf,  we  have  affigned,  created,  conftituted,  and  made,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelvcs,  our 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  affign,  create,  conftitute,  and  make  our  beloved  Rujfel  Andrews,  gent,  to 
be  the  firft  chamberlain  of  the  laid  burgh,  to  continue  in  that  office  during  his  natural  life.  And 
that  from  time  to  lime,  and  at  all  times  after  the  death  or  furrender  of  the  faid  Rujfel  Andrews,  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  uf  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  lhall  be  one, 
fhall  and  may  from  time  to  lime,  and  at  all  times,  at  their  will  and  plealure,  elect,  nominate,  and 
prefer  one  other  difcreet  man  to  be  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh.  And  that  fuch  perlbn  who, 
after  the  death  or  furrender  of  the  faid  RuJfJl  Andrews,  fhall  fo  as  aforefaid  be  elefted  and  named 
to  the  office  of  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh,  lhall  and  may  have,  enjoy,  and  exercife  the  laid 
office  of  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh,  during  the  pleafure  of  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
capital  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  for  the 
time  being  we  will  lhall  be  one ;  fuch  perfon  having  firft  taken  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor 
of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  rightly,  well,  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  faid  office  of  cham- 
berlain of  the  faid  burgh.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and 
their  fucceffors,  that  if  it  fhall  happen  that  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  (hall  be 
fick  to  that  degree  that  he  cannot  be  able  to  attend  the  neceffary  bufmels  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  for 
any  other  reafonable  caufe,  (to  be  allowed  by  the  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  the  gieater 
part  of  them,)  fhall  go  out  of  the  fame,  that  then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  tor  the 

mayor 


APPENDIX   TO   THE    HISTORY  OF 


mayor  of  the  laid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  and  conftitute  an  honeft 
and  difcreet  man,  out  of  the  aldermen  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  to  be  deputy  of  the  faid  mayor,  for 
the  time  being,  fo  afflicted  of  ficknefs,  or  being  abfent,  for  any  fuch  reafonable  caufe  to  be  allowed 
as  aforefaid,  to  continue  in  the  office  of  deputy  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh,  in  the  abfence  or  fick- 
nefs of  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  during  his  mayoralty  :  which  faid  alder- 
man, fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  conftituted  deputy  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
and  may  do  and  execute  all  and  fingular  the  things  which  belong  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  faid 
burgh,  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  during  the  pleafure  of  the 
mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  in  his  abfence  or  ficknefs,  by  virtue  of  thele  our  let- 
ters patent,  as  fully  and  amply  as  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  might  or  could, 
by  virtue  of  thefe  our  letters  patent,  or  by  any  other  means,  have  done  or  executed  the  fame  ;  the 
faid  deputy  mayor  having  firft  taken  his  corporal  oath  before  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the 
time  being,  or  his  deputy,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  all  and  fingular  thofe  things  which  be- 
long to  the  office  of  deputy  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  :  and  fo  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  the  cafe 
fhall  fo  happen.    And  if  it  fhall  happen  that  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being, 
fhall  be  fick  to  that  degree  that  he  cannot  attend  the  necceffary  bufinefs  of  the  faid  burgh,  touch- 
ing the  office  of  recorder  thereof,  or  for  any  other  reafonable  caufe  fhall  go  out  of  the  faid  burgh, 
that  then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time 
being,  to  make  and  conftitute,  from  time  to  time,  an  honeft  and  difcreet  man,  of  the  burgeffes  of 
the  faid  burgh,  to  be  deputy  of  him  the  faid  recorder,  for  the  time  being,  fo  afflicted  with  fick- 
nefs, or  for  any  other  reafonable  caufe  abfent,  to  continue  in  that  office  of  deputy  recorder  of  the 
faid  burgh,  in  the  abfence  or  ficknefs  of  the  faid  recorder  for  the  time  being,  during  his  pleafure  : 
which  faid  burgefs,  fo  as  aforefaid  conftituted  deputy  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  ihall  and  may  do 
and  perform  all  and  fingular  thofe  things  which  belong  and  ought  to  belong  to  the  office  of  re- 
corder of  the  faid  burgh,  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  during 
the  pleafure  of  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  tor  the  time  being,  in  his  abfence  or  ficknefs,  by 
virtue  of  thefe  letters  patent,  as.  fully  and  amply  as  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time 
being,  by  virtue  of  thefe  our  letters  patent,  or  by  any  other  means,  might  or  could  have  done: 
Inch  deputy  recorder  having  firft  taken  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh,  or 
his  deputy,  for  the  time  being,  rightly  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  fame  :  and  fo  from  time  to 
time,  as  often  as  the  cafe  fhall  fo  happen.    And  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourlelves,  our 
heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid, 
and  their  fucceffors,  that  they  and  their  fucceffors,  from  henceforth  forever,  may  have  and  hold, 
and  have  power  to  have  and  hold,  a  court  of  record  within  the  laid  burgh  every  Tuefday  in  every 
week  throughout  the  year,  to  be  holden  before  the  mayor  of  the  laid  burgh,  or  his  fufficient  de- 
puty, and  the  fenior  alderman  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  alfo  the  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the 
time  being,  or  his  fufficient  deputy,  or  any  two  of  them,  whereof  the  mayor  or  recorder  of  the 
faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  or  their,  or  either  of  their  fufficient  deputies,  we  will  fhall 
be  one.    And  that  they  ihall  and  may,  in  the  faid  court,  by  plaint,  the  fame  to  be  levied,  hold 
ail  manner  of  pleas,  aftions,  fuits,  and  demands,  real,  perlonal,  and  mixt,  and  of  all  trefpafses 
whatfoever,  within  the  laid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  moved,  happening, 
had,  or  committed,  or  hereafter  to  be  done,  moved,  had,  or  committed  ;  and  of  all  and 
fingular  debts,  actions  upon  the  cafe,  droit,  account,  covenant,  detaining  of  charters,  writings, 
minuments,  and  chattels,  taking  and  detaining  of  cattle  and  chattels,  and  all  other  contracts 
whatfoever,  out  of  whatfoever  caufes  and  things  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and 
precin£ts  thereof,  arifing,  or  hereafter  happening  to  arife ;  although  the  faid  trefpaffes,  debts, 
accounts,  covenants,  receipts,  detinues,  or  other  contracts,  amount  tot  or  exceed  the  fum  or 
value  of  forty  fhillings,  and  not  exceeding  the  debt,  fum,  damage,  or  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds.    And  that  fuch  pleas,  fuits,  plaints,  and  actions,  may  there  be  heard  and  determined 
before  the  faid  mayor,  or  his  fufficient  deputy,  and  the  lenior  alderman  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  alio 
the  recorder  thereof  for  the  time  being,  or  his  fufficient  deputy,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  whom 
the  mayor  or  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  their,  or  either  of  tneir  fufficient  deputies  for  the  time 
being,  we  will  Ihall  be  one,  by  fuch  and  fuch  like  procefs,  means,  and  methods  as  are  agreeable 
and  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and 
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form  as  in  any  other  court  of  record,  in  any  other  city,  burgh,  or  town  incorporate,  within  this 
our  kingdom  of  England  are  ufed  and  accuftomed.  And  that  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  burgh, 
aforefaid,  for  the  time  being,  may  and  fhall  have  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  in  full 
court  aforefaid,  to  name,  eleft,  and  appoint,  admit  and  fwear,  as  many  fit  and  expert  men  to  be 
attornies,  and  attend  in  the  faid  court  of  record,  as  often  as  their  prefence,  attendance,  and  fervice 
fhall  be  required,  as  to  the>  faid  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
feem  neceffary  to  be  elected  and  named,  as  in  any  other  court  of  record  within  this  our  king- 
dom of  England  is  ufed  and  accuftomed.    And  that  the  faid  attornies  for  the  time  being,  and  all 
other  officers  and  minifters  executing  any  office  or  fervice  within  the  faid  court  of  record,  about 
the  adminiftration  or  execution  of  juftice  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precin&s 
thereof,  may  hereafter  have  and  receive  all  fuch  reafonable  fees  and  rewards  for  the  execution  of 
their  duties  and  offices,  as  they  anciently  have  had  and  received,  or  of  right  ought  to  have  and  re- 
ceive.   And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do 
grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgelfes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  that 
they  fhall  and  may  have  forever  within  the  faid  burgh,  the  liberties  and  precin6ts  thereof,  a  prifon 
or  gaol,  for  the  fafe  cuftody  of  all  and  fingular  the  prifoners  attached,  or  to  be  attached,  or  to  be 
committed  to  the  fame  priibn  or  gaol,  for  any  manner  of  caufe,  which  within  the  faid  burgh,  and 
the  liberties  and  precinfts  thereof,  may  be  inquired  of,  prefented,  punifhed,  or  determined,  there 
to  remain  until  they,  in  a  lawful  manner,  are  delivered.    And  that  the  mayor  of  the  laid  burgh 
for  the  time  being,  may  and  fhall  be  keeper  of  the  faid  gaol.    And  moreover,  of  our  further 
fpecial  grace,  and  out  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we,  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  that  they  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors, from  henceforth  forever,  may  have,  enjoy,  and  recieve,  to  the  proper  ufe  and  behalf  of  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles,  and  . their  fucceflbrs,  all  and  all  manner  of  fines,  iffues, 
amerciaments,  forfeitures,  and  profits  in  the  faid  court,  before  the  faid  mayor,  or  his  fufficient  de- 
puty, and  fenior  alderman,  and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  his  fufficient  deputy,  or  any  two  of 
them  as  aforefaid,  or  before  our  juftices,  or  thofe  of  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  afligned  to  keep  the 
peace  within  the  faid  burgh,  coming,  falling-out,  arifing,  happening,  or  being  forfeited :  and 
that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  mayor,  alderman,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  from  time  to  time,  and  by  their  proper  fervants,  to  levy  and  col- 
left  the  faid  fines,  iflues,  amerciaments,  forfeitures,  and  profits,  according  to  the  laws  and  cufloms 
of  our  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  fame  to  have  and  enjoy  to  the  proper  ufe  and  behalf  of  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgelfes,  and  their  fucceflbrs;  rendering  thereout  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  yearly,  of  and  for  all  and  fingular  the  faid  fines,  iflues,  amerciaments,  forfeitures,  and 
profits,  the  ancient  farm  or  rent  of  thirteen  pounds  fix  Ihillings  and  eight-pence,  of  lawful  money 
of  England,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  our  bailiffs  of  the  premifes  for  the  time  being,  at  the  feaft 
of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  and  Eafter,  by  even  and  equal  portions,  to  be  yearly  forever  paid, 
as  the  fame  has  been  anciently  accuftomed.    We  have  alfo  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  our- 
felves, our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  and  their  fucceflors,  for  the  time  being,  that  they  and  their  fucceflbrs,  from  henceforth 
forever,  may  and  lhail  have,  to  their  own  proper  ufe  and  behalf,  all  and  all  manner  of  goods  and 
chattels,  waived,  deodands,  the  goods  and  chattels  of  felons  and  fugitives,  felo's  de  fe,  out-lawed 
or  to  be  out-lawed,  waived  or  to  be  waived,  condemned,  or  to  be  condemned,  judged  or  to  be 
judged,  attainted  or  to  be  attainted,  convi£ted  or  to  be  convi6ted,  fugitives,  and  under  out-law  for 
felony,  from  time  to  time  arifing,  happening,  or  coming,  of  all  and  fingular  the  burgefles  and  in- 
habitants of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  the  liberties  and  precinfts  thereof.    And  further,  we  will, 
and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgefles  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the 
time  being,  and  his  fucceflors,  may  and  fhall  have  full  authority  and  power  to  prels  and  to  take 
the  mufter  of  our  liege  fubjefts  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precinfts  of  the  fame, 
in  fome  convenient  place  thereof,  when  and  as  often  as  he  or  they  fhall  think  proper  lo  to  do ; 
and  to  chaftife  and  punilh  thofe  who  lhall  refufe  to  obey  the  lawful  commands  of  the  faid  mayor 
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of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  by  imprifonment  of  their  bodies  according  to  his  difcretion  ; 
and  that  no  lieutenant  or  commiffioner  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  affigned  or  to  be  affigned  to 
prefs  or  take  mufter  in  the  faid  county  of  Worcefter,  {hall  prefs  or  mufter  any  men  refiding  or 
inhabiting  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precinels  thereof,  nor  lhall  enter  the  faid 
burgh,  or  the  limits  and  precinfts  thereof,  to  do  or  execute  any  thing  relating  anyway  to  their 
offices,  unlefs  with  the  atfent  and  confent  of  the  mayor  of  the  laid  burgh  for  the  time  being.  And 
moreover,  of  our  further  favour,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  will,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefiors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen  and 
burgetfes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  they  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgefles,  and  their  fucceffors,  (hall  not  be  conftrained  or  compelled  out  of  the  faid  burgh,  by  any 
means,  to  come  before  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccefsors,  or  juftices  of  the  common  pleas,  or  thofe  of 
our  heirs  or  fuccefors,  or  the  juftices  of  us  or  our  heirs  affigned  to  take  the  affizes,  and  for  gaol 
delivery,  or  the  juftices  of  us  or  of  our  heirs,  affigned  to  hear  and  determine  divers  felonies,  tref- 
pafses,  and  evil  behaviours,  or  our  juftices  of  niji  prius,  or  thofe  of  our  heirs,  or  the  juftices  of  us 
or  our  heirs  affigned  to  furvey  walls,  ditches,  gutters,  fewers,  bridges,  or  pools,  or  any  other  the 
commiffioners  of  us  or  of  our  heirs,  or  the  fheriffs,  eftreators,  coroners,  or  other  officers  or  minif- 
ters  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  or  the  ftewards  and  marlhal,  or  clerk  of  the  market  or  houfhold 
of  us  or  our  heirs;  neither  fhall  they,  or  either  of  them,  be  put  or  impanelled  for  juries,  or  other 
inquefts,  in  any  affizes  within  the  laid  burgh;  neither  lhall  they,  or  either  of  them,  forfeit  any 
ifTues  or  amerciaments,  by  any  means,  to  us  or  our  heirs,  upon  that  occafion  ;  but  fhall  forever  be 
acquitted  therefrom,  unlefs  they,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  lhall  have  lands  and  tenements  out  of 
the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precindts  of  the  fame,  for  which  they  ought  to  be  charged. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  do  grant  to  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforelaid,  and  their  fuccefiors,  that  Thomas 
Chaloner,  knt.  David  Fowles,  knt.  William  Fleetwood,  knt.  and  Adam  Newton,  efq.  during  their  na- 
tural lives,  and  alio  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  and  aifo  four  of 
ihe  aldermen  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  to  be  affigned,  named,  and  elected  by  the  faid 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors,  or  by  the  ma- 
jor part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  lhall  be  one, 
which  faid  aldermen  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  every  of  them,  may  and  fhall,  forever,  be  keepers 
and  juftices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  for  the  keeping  and  preferving,  and  for  caufing  to  be 
preferved  and  kept,  the  peace  of  us,  and  of  our  heirs  and  luccelsors,  within  the  faid  burgh,  and 
the  limits  and  precincts  thereof,  and  alfo  for  the  keeping  and  caufing  to  be  kept  the  ftatutes  and 
ordinances  of  Winchejler,  Northampton,  and  Wejlminjler,  made  for  the  keeping  ol  the  faid  peace, 
and  for  keeping  the  ordinances  there  and  elfewhere  made  concerning  hunters,  workmen,  labourers, 
artificers,  fervants,  hofts,  beggars,  and  vagabonds,  and  thole  who  call  themlelves  travelling  men ; 
and  likewife  for  the  keeping  the  ftatutes  and  ordinances  made  in  the  firft  and  fecond  years  of  the 
reign  of  our  late  predecefsor,  Henry  the  fourth,  king  of  England  ;  and  alfo  for  the  keeping  of  the 
ftatute  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  made  in  the  parliament  held  at  Wejlminjler,  in  the  third  year  of 
his  reign,  concerning  the  walhing,  clipping,  and  filing  of  the  money  of  our  kingdom,  and  for  the 
keeping  and  caufing  to  be  kept,  all  other  ordinances  and  ftatutes,  made,  or  to  be  made  and  pub- 
lifhed,  for  the  good  of  our  peace,  and  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  and  for  the  quiet  regimen  and 
government  of  our  people,  and  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  in  all  and  fingular  articles  whatfoever, 
within  the  faid  bur^h  of  Evejham,  and  the  limits  and  precinfts  thereof,  according  to  the  powers, 
form,  and  effeft  thereof,  and  for  the  correction  and  punilhment  of  all  thofe  who  fhall  be  found 
delinquents  againft  the  form  of  the  faid  ordinances  and  ftatutes,  in  the  manner  therein  prefcribed; 
and  for  caufing  all  thofe  who  threaten  any  of  our  people  with  the  hurt  of  their  bodies,  or  burning 
of  their  houles,  to  come  before  them,  or  fome  of  them,  to  find  fufficient  fureties  for  the  peace, 
and  their  good  behaviour  towards  us,  and  the  people  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors ;  and  if  they 
lhall  refufe  to  find  fuch  fureties,  then  to  commit  them  to  prifon  in  our  faid  burgh,  to  be  fafely 
kept  fo  long,  and  until  they  fhall  find  fuch  fureties  as  afoielaid.  Moreover  we  wili,  and  by  theie 
prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgef- 
fes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors  forever,  that  the  faid  Thomas  Chaloner,  David  Fowles, 
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William  Fleetwood,  and  Adam  Newton,  during  their  natural  lives,  and  alfo  the  faid  mayor,  recorder, 
and  four  aldermen  of  the  faid  burgh,  for  the  time  being,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  chofen  and  nomi- 
nated to  the  office  of  juftice  of  the  peace  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  of  them,  of  whom  the 
mayor  and  recorder  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  two,  from  this  time  forth  forever,  may  be 
juftices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  inquire  by  the  oath  of honeft  and  lawful  men  of  the  (aid 
burgh,  by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter  may  be  better  known,  of  all  and  all  manner  of  felonies, 
inchantfnents,  incantations,  arts,  magic,  trefpaffes,  foreftal lings,  regratenings,  ingroffings,  and 
exactions  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precin6ts  of  the  fame,  by  whomfoever,  and 
after  whatfoever  manner,  done  and  committed,  and  which  may  therefrom  henceforth  happen  to 
be  done  ;  and  alfo  of  all  and  lingular  other  malefactions  and  offences,  of  which  our  juftices  of  the 
peace  may  lawfully  inquire  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  liberties  of  the  fame,  in 
whatfoever  manner  done  or  committed,  or  which  may  there  henceforth  happen  to  be  done  or  at- 
tempted. And  alfo  all  thofe  who  againft  our  peace,  and  to  the  difturbance  of  our  people,  fhall  go 
or  ride,  or  hereafter  fhall  prefume  to  go  or  ride,  in  affemblies,  with  armed  force.  And  alio  all 
fuch  as  lie  in  wait  to  maim  or  kill  our  people,  as  effectually  as  by  any  of  the  keepers  and  juftices 
of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceifors,  affigned  and  to  be  affigned  to  inquire  of  fuch  felonies, 
trefpaffes,  and  malefacf ions,  in  any  county  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  by  virtue  of  the  ordi- 
nances and  ftalutes  aforefaid,  or  of  any  others  before  this  time  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  ac- 
cording to  the  force  and  effeft  of  our  letters  patent,  to  them  for  that  purpofe  made  or  to  be  made, 
oueht  and  is  ufed  to  be  inquired  into;  and  from  time  to  time  to  hear  and  determine  all  and  fingu- 
larlhe  premifes,  and  all  other  things  whatfoever,  attempted  or  committed,  or  hereafter  to  be  at- 
tempted or  commited  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precinfts  of  the  fame,  as  by  the 
faid  keepers  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceifors,  affigned  and  to  be  affigned  to  hear  and 
determine  fuch  felonies,  trefpafses,  and  malefactions,  in  any  county  of  our  faid  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land mav  or  ought,  by  virtue  of  the  aforefaid  ordinances  and  ftatutes,  to  be  difculfed  and  deter- 
mined according  to  the  laws  and  cufioms  ol  our  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  form  of  the  ordi- 
nances and  ftatutes  aforefaid,  without  any  commiffion  or  letters  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  for 
that  purpofe  to  them  to  be  granted.  And  further,  we  will,  and  of  our  fpecial  favour,  and  out  of 
our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  for  ourlelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceifors,  do  grant  to  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgelfes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor 
and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  and  the  faid  four  aldermen,  fo  as  aforelaid 
from  time  to  time  elected  and  nominated  to  the  office  of  juftice  of  the  peace,  or  any  three  of  them, 
of  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  lhall  be  two,  be 
from  henceforth  forever  juftices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  from  time  to  time  to  deliver  the 
gaol  of  the  faid  burgh  of  the  prilbners  now  therein,  or  to  the  fame  gaol  from  henceforth,  for  what 
caufes  foever,  to  be  committed.  And  that  the  coroner  of  the  laid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  do 
from  time  to  time  make  return  of  all  juries,  inquefts,  depofitions,  pannels,  attachments,  and  in- 
dentures, by  them  or  either  of  them  taken  or  to  be  taken,  to  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  the  faid 
four  aldermen,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  chofen  and  named  into  the  office  of  juftice  of  peace  within 
the  faid  burgh,  from  time  to  time,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  and  re- 
corder of  the  burgh  aforefaid  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  two,  when  and  as  often  as  they 
fhall  be  minded  to  deliver  the  faid  gaol  of  the  prifoners  therein  being  ;  and  that  they  attend  them 
in  all  things  touching  the  delivery  of  the  faid  gaol,  and  execute  the  command  of  the  faid  juftices 
for  the  time  being,  and  every  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  fame  manner  and  form  as  any 
fheriff  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  before  the  juftices  of  gaol  delivery,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
lors,  in  any  county  of  our  kingdom  of  England  ufed  to  do,  return,  attend,  and  execute  the  lame, 
by  the  laws  of  this  our  kingdom.  And  that  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors,  may  and  fhall  have,  and  may  erect  a  gallows,  from  henceforth 
within  the  faid  burgh,  or  the. liberties  of  the  fame,  for  the  hanging  of  felons,  murderers,  and  other 
malefactors  within  the  laid  burgh  condemned,  or  to  be  condemned  thereto,  according  to  the  laws 
of  this  our  kingdom  of  England.  And  that  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  ol  the  burgh 
aforelaid,  and  their  fuccelsors,  may  by  themfelves,  or  their  officers  or  deputies  conftituted  in  the 
laid  burgh,  apprehend  and  arreft  all  felons,  thieves,  and  other  malefactors  whatfoever,  within  the 
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faid  burgh,  and  the  limits,  precin&s,  and  liberties  thereof,  and  them  to  commit  to  gaol  within  the 
faid  burgh,  there  fafely  to  be  kept  until  by  due  courfe  of  law  delivered.    And  further,  we  have 
given  and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  do  give  and  grant 
to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the 
mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  may  and  fhall  have  the  return  of  all  writs,  precepts, 
bills,  and  warrants,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors ;  and  the  eftreats  and  precepts  of  our  juftices 
itinerant,  as  well  of  the  pleas  of  the  foreft,  as  of  the  common  pleas,  or  other  juftices  whatfoever; 
and  alfo  the  return  of  attachments,  as  well  of  pleas  of  the  crown,  as  any  other  in  the  faid  burgh, 
and  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  fame,  or  any  part  thereof  arifing  or  happening,  and  execution 
of  them  to  do  by  the  precept  of  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  ;  fo  that  no  fheriff, 
under-fheriff,  bailiff,  or  other  officer  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  may  enter  the  faid  burgh,  the 
fuburbs  or  precin&s  of  the  fame,  to  do  any  thing  or  things  to  their  offices  in  that  behalf  belonging, 
unlefs  for  the  default  of  the  faid  mayor  or  his  fucceffors,  or  their  fervants  for  the  time  being. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
of  whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  (hall  be  one,  may,  and  may  have 
power  from  time  to  time,  at  their  pleafure,  to  elect  and  nominate  one  of  the  capital  burgelfes,  or 
of  the  affiftants  of  the  faid  burgh,  to  be  coroner  of  the  faid  burgh  :  which  faid  coroner,  fo  as  afore- 
faid to  be  chofen  and  named,  having  taken  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh 
for  the  time  being,  rightly,  well,  and  faithfully  to  execute  that  office,  in  all  things  touching  or 
concerning  the  fame,  may  have  and  exercife  the  faid  office  of  coroner  of  the  faid  bUrgh,  during  the 
pleafure  of  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom 
the  mayor  of  the  laid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  or  until  fome  other  perfon 
fhall  be  duly  elected  into  the  office  of  coroner  of  the  faid  burgh,  according  to  the  ordinance  and 
provifion  in  thefe  prefents  above-mentioned  and  expreffed:  and  that  he  who  fhall  be  chofen  and 
fworn  as  aforefaid  into  the  office  of  coroner  of  the  faid  burgh,  may,  and  may  have  power  to  do  and 
execute  all  things  whatfoever  which  belong  to  the  office  of  coroner  of  the  faid  burgh,  within  the 
fame,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof ;  fo  that  no  other  coroner  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors, may  hereafter,  by  any  means,  intermeddle  or  enter  into,  or  prefume  to  enter  into  the  faid 
burgh,  the  fuburbs  or  precincts  thereof,  to  do  any  thing  that  belongs  to  the  office  of  coroner  of 
the  faid  burgh.    And  further,  we  being  willing  to  extend  our  favour  in  this  behalf  to  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fucceffors,  of  our  fpecial  favour,  and  out  of 
our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and 
their  fucceffors,  and  we,  firmly  enjoining,  command,  that  from  henceforth  forever,  no  fheriff, 
under-fheriff,  eftreator,  coroner,  keeper  or  juftice  of  the  peace,  or  any  other  minifters  of  us,. our 
heirs  or  fucceffors,  may  enter  into,  or  by  any  means  prefume  to  enter  into  the  faid  burgh,  the 
fuburbs,  liberties,  or  precincts  of  the  fame,  to  do  or  exercife  any  thing  or  things  there  which  be- 
long to  their  offices,  unlefs  for  the  default  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  for  the  time  being.    And  further,  we  have  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves, 
our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  afdermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  afore- 
faid, and  their  f  ucceffors,  that  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  from  henceforth 
forever,  be  and  fhall  be  our  clerk  of  the  market,  and  efcheator  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof;  and  that  the  faid  mayor  for  the 
time  being,  fhall  and  may  do  and  perform  all  things  whatfoever  to  the  faid  offices  of  clerk  of  the 
market  and  efcheator,  or  either  of  them,  belonging ;  and  to  perform  all  and  fingular  other  acts  and 
deeds  which  belong  to  thefe  offices,  or  either  of  them,  within  the  faid  burgh,  the  fuburbs  and 
precincts  of  the  fame ;  fo  that  no  clerk  of  the  market  or  efcheator,  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors, 
fhall  by  any  means  hereafter  intermeddle  in,  or  by  any  means  enter,  or  prefume  to  enter  into  the 
faid  burgh,  to  execute  any  thing  which  belongs  to  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  market  or  efcheator, 
or  either  of  them.    And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors, do  grant  and  ordain,  that  from  henceforth  forever  there  be  and  fhall  be  within  the  faid 
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burgh  6i  Eve/ham,  two  burgeffes  of  parliament,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflors  :  and  that  the  faid 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefTors,  upon  any  writ  of 
election  of  burgefles  of  parliament,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  to  them  directed,  may  and  fhall 
have  power  and  authority  to  elect  and  nominate  two  difcreet  and  honeft  men,  to  be  burgefles  of 
the  parliament  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  for  the  faid  burgh  ;  and  to  fend  the  faid  burgefles 
To  chofen,  at  the  cofts  and  charges  of  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh  afore- 
faid, and  their  fuccefTors,  to  the  parliament  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  wherefoever  it  fhall  be 
holden,  in  the  fame  manner  and  form  as  in  other  burghs  of  this  kingdom  of  England  is  ufed  and 
accuftomed  :  and  we  will  that  the  faid  burgeffes,  fo  chofen  and  named,  fhall  be  prefent  and  remain 
in  the  parliament  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  at  the  cofts  and  charges  of  the  faid  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the  time  being,  during  all  fuch  time  as  fuch  par- 
liaments happen  to  be  holden,  in  like  manner  and  form  as  other  burgefles  of  parliament,  for  any 
other  burgh  or  burghs  whatfoever  within  our  kingdom  of  England,  ufed  to  do ;  which  faid  bur- 
gefles in  fuch  parliament  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  fhall  have  their  votes,  as  well  affirmative 
as  negative,  and  there  do  and  perform  all  and  Angular  other  fuch  things  as  any  other  burgefs  or 
burgeffes  of  our  parliament,  for  any-other  burgh  or  burghs  whatfoever,  may  have,  do,  or  perform, 
by  any  way  or  means  whatfoever.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our 
heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  grant  to  the  Taid  mayor,  aidermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh  aforefaid, 
and  their  fuccefTors,  forever,  that  they  and  their  fucceflors  may  have,  hold,  and  keep,  and  may 
have  power  to  have,  hold,  and  keep,  in  the  faid  burgh,  yearly  forever,  in  every  week,  two  markets, 
one  of  them  on  Monday,  and  the  other  on  Friday,  in  each  week  throughout  the  year ;  and  alfo 
three  fairs  in  every  year  forever,  the  firft  of  the  faid  fairs  to  begin  on  Monday,  in  the  fecond  week 
next  after  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  and  to  continue  all  that  day,  and  on  the  morrow  of  the  fame ;  the 
fecond  fair  to  begin  on  Monday  next  after  the  feaft  of  Whitfuntide,  and  to  laft  all  that  day,  and 
on  the  morrow  thereof;  and  the  third  fair  to  begin  on  the  feaft  or  day  of  St.  Silvins,  and  to  con- 
tinue all  that  whole  day,  and  on  the  morrow  of  the  fame ;  together  with  a  court  of  pye-powder 
there  to  be  holden,  during  the  time  of  the  faid  fairs  and  markets,  with  all  liberty  and  free  cufloms 
of  tollage,  (tallage,  picage,  fines,  amerciaments,  and  all  other  profits,  commodities,  and  emolu- 
ments whatfoever,  to  the  faid  markets,  fairs,  and  court  of  pye-powder,  belonging  or  appertaining, 
as  in  the  faid  burgh  have  heretofore  been  ufed :  provided  neverthelefs,  that  the  faid  markets  and 
fairs  be  not  to  the  prejudice  of  any  other  markets  or  fairs.  We  have  moreover  granted,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgefles  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefTors,  (as  much  as  lies  in  us,)  that  no  ftranger,  not 
being  a  burgefs  of  the  faid  burgh,  may  fell  or  expofe  to  fale,  or  caufe  to  be  fold  and  expofed  to 
fale,  any  merchandifes,  wares,  or  traffic,  within  the  faid  burgh,  or  the  liberties  and  precin&s 
thereof,  otherwife  than  in  the  grofs,  unlefs  only  in  the  times  of  the  fairs  there  kept,  under  pain  of 
forfeiting  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  he  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefTors, 
all  Tuch  wares  and  merchandifes  fb  as  aforefaid  againft  the  form  of  thefe  prefents  to  be  fold  or  ex- 
pofed to  fale,  or  the  prices  thereof;  and  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  by  their  proper  fervanls  and  officers,  to  levy  and 
feize  the  faid  wares  and  merchandizes,  or  the  prices  of  the  fame,  fo  as  aforefaid  happening  to  be 
forfeited,  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  our  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  fame,  fo  levied  and  feized,  to  have,  enjoy,  and  retain,  to  their  own  proper  ufe  and 
behalf,  forever,  without  any  account  to  be  rendered,  paid,  or  made  to  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccefTors, 
for  the  fame  :  and  thefe  our  letters  patent,  or  inrolment  thereof,  fhall  be  from  time  to  time  a  fuf- 
ficient  warrant  and  indemnity  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  for 
the  time  being,  and  all  and  lingular  their  officers  and  fervaats  whatfoever  in  this  behalf.  And 
moreover,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflors,  do  giant  to  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  afurefaid,  and  their  fucceflors,  that  trom  hence- 
forth forever,  there  be  and  fhail  be  within  the  laid  burgh,  two  officers,  who  fhall  be  and  be  called 
ferjeants  at  mace,  fb  as  aforefaid  to  be  chofen  and  nominated,  and  being  duly  fworn  before  the 
mayor  and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  to  execute  the  faid  office  well  and  faith* 
fully,  lhail  and  may  perform  and  exercile  the  fame.    And  further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and  by 
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thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccelfors,  that  the  ferjeants  at  mace  in  the  faid  burgh 
to  be  deputed,  fhall  carry  or  bear  gold  or  filver  maces,  graven  and  adorned  with  the  arms  of  the 
princes  and  heirs  apparent  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  before  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the 
time  being,  in  all  places  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precinfts  thereof.  And 
further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  grant  to  the  laid 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefTors,  that  they  may  have, 
hold,  and  enjoy,  and  may  have  power  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  within  the  faid  burgh  of  EveJIiam, 
a  view  of  frank  pledge  of  a  1 1  and  lingular  the  inhabitants  an d  refiants  within  the  faid  burgh,  and 
thejimits,  precinfts,  and  jurifdiftions  thereof,  and  all~things  which  belong,  or  may  or  ought  to 
belong  or  apjgerta^njo  a~view  ot  frank  pledge,  to  be  holden  twice  a  year,  viz.  onFwithin  a  month 
ot  Ealter7  and  the  other  within  a  month  ot  St.  Michael,  m  every  year,  to  be  holden  Letore  the 
mayor  and  recorder  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  their  fuffir.ient  deputies  for  the  time  being,  and  to  do  all 
things  whatfoever  which  belong  to  the  view  of  the  frank  pledge,  in  the  fame,  and  as  ample  a  man- 
ner and  form  as  heretofore  has  been  lawfully  or  by  right  uled  and  accuftomed  within  the  faid 
burgh.  And  further,  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  we  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefTors,  that  not  any  of  them,  nor  any 
of  the  inhabitants  and  refiants  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precinfts  thereof,  fhall 
be  made  and  affigned  tax-gatherers,  alfefTor,  or  colleftor  of  any  cuftoms,  taxes,  tolls,  fublidies, 
tenths,  fifteenths,  or  any  other  fums  of  money  whatfoever,  granted  or  to  be  granted,  to  us,  our 
heirs  or  fuccefTors,  unlets  only  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precincts  thereof ;  willing 
alfo,  and  granting  by  thefe  prefents,  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  afoiefaid,  that  they, 
and  all  other  the  inhabitants  and  refiants  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precinfts  of 
the  fame,  or  either  of  them,  fhall  not  by  any  means  be  taxed  or  affefTed  for  (uch  cuftoms,  taxes, 
tollage,  fublidies,  tenths,  fifteenths,  or  other  Turns  oT  money  whatfoever,  to  us,  our  heiis  vr  fuccef- 
fors  to  be  granted,  by  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  than  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the 
faid  burgh.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfors, 
do  grant  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefles  of  the  burgh  afoiefaid,  and  their  fuccefTors, 
that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  of 
whom  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being  we  will  fhall  be  one,  may  and  fhall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  to  them  fhall  feem  neceffary,  reafonably 
to  tax  and  alfefs  all  thofe  who  now  or  hereafter,  at  any  time,  lhall  be  inhabitants,  refiants,  and 
dwellers  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  limits  and  precinfts  thereof,  in  any  fums  of  money  by 
them  to  be  paid  and  anfwered  for,  towards  the  needful  and  neceffary  charges,  cofts,  and  expences 
of  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  and  for  all  matters  and  things  touching, 
or  in  anywife  concerning  the  faid  burgh;  and  to  levy  and  receive,  from  time  to  time,  of  and  from 
all  inhabitants  and  dwellers  whatfoever  within  the  faid  burgh,  3nd  the  liberties  and  precinfts  there- 
of, all  lums  of  money  by  them  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  taxed  or  aflefled,  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  burgh, 
according  to  the  law  and  cuftom  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  and  as  in  any  other  burgh,  city, 
or  town  incorporate  within  this  kingdom  of  England,  has  been  ufed  and  accuftomed :  and  thefe 
our  letters  patent,  or  copies  thereof,  fhall  be  from  time  to  time  a  fufflcient  warrant  and  indemnity 
to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes,  in  this  behalf.  And  moreover,  we,  of  our  further 
fpecial  favour,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  defiling  to  provide  for  the  lafety, 
defence,  and  government  of  orphans  and  infants,  which  hereafter  lhall  happen  or  be  within  the 
burgh  of  Evtjham  aforefaid,  and  that  their  goods  and  chattels,  from  henceforth  forever,  may  from 
time  to  time,  dining  the  minority  of  fuch  oiphans  and  infants,  be  well,  faithfully,  and  juftly  kept 
and  prelerved,  for  the  ufe,  profit,  and  advantage  of  the  faid  orphans,  during  their  nonage,  tor  their 
greater  profit  and  convenience  :  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  do  grant  to  .the  faid  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  the  laid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  may  and 
fhall  have,  from  henceforth  forever,  the  cuftody  and  government  ot  all  orphans  of  burgefles  what- 
foever, within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liberty  and  precinfts  thereof,  and  that  they  may  and  lhall 
have  power  and  authority  to  receive,  levy,  and  colleft,  and  keep  and  caufe  to  be  kept,  in  the 
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chamber  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  by  the  chamberlain  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time 
being,  all  goods  and  chattels,  debts  and  legacies  whatfoever,  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  liber- 
ties and  precincts  thereof,  being  found  of  all  orphans  of  any  burgefs  or  burgeffes  of  the  burgh 
aforefaid,  hereafter  happening  to  die,  and  the  faid  goods  and  chattels,  debts  and  legacies,  to  place 
out  and  employ  to  the  beft  ufe,  benefit,  profit,  and  advantage  of  the  faid  orphans ;  and  that  they 
fhall  be  chargeable  to  the  faid  orphans  with  the  faid  goods  and  chattels,  debts  and  legacies ;  and 
the  fame  goods  and  chattels,  debts  and  legacies,  together  with  the  increafe  and  profit  thereof,  at 
fuch  an  age,  and  in  the  fame  manner  and  form,  in  all  things,  fhall  pay  and  deliver,  or  caufe  to 
be  paid  and  delivered,  to  the  faid  orphans,  as  in  our  city  of  London  now  is,  or  has  been  anciently 
ufed  and  accuftomed  ;  and  that  they  may  have  all  fuch  actions  and  remedies  for  the  withdrawing 
and  taking  away  any  orphan  happening  to  be  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  for  the  recovery  of  their 
goods  and  chattels,  debts  and  legacies,  and  do  all  fuch  and  fuch  like  offices,  for  the  better  govern- 
ment and  prefervation  of  fuch  orphans,  and  their  goods  and  chattels,  debts  and  legacies,  as  in  the 
city  of  London  have  heretofore  been  and  ought  to  be  ufed  ;  and  that  they  may  do  and  perform  all 
and  fmgular  other  things,  touching  fuch  orphans,  and  their  goods  and  chattels  aforefaid,  as  hereto- 
fore hath  been  ufed  to  be  done  in  the  faid  city  of  London,  and  not  otherwife.or  in  any  other  man- 
ner :  all  and  lingular  which  things  we  will,  by  thefe  prefents,  fhall  be  inviolably  obferved.  And 
further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  grant  to  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capi- 
tal burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor 
for  the  time  being  we  will  lhall  be  one,  may  and  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to 
time,  to  chufe,  nominate,  affign,  and  conftitute  fuch  and  fo  many  perfons,  inhabiting  and  refiding 
as  well  without  the  faid  burgh,  as  within  the  faid  burgh,  the  limits  and  precincls  thereof,  to  be 
burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  as  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeffes,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  lhall  feem  moft  conducive  to  the  public  good  and  advantage  of  the  faid  burgh,  in 
the  fame  manner  and  form,  and  under  the  fame  corporal  oath,  to  be  taken  by  every  of  the  faid 
burgeffes  fo  to  be  chofen  and  affigned,  as  the  burgefles  of  the  faid  burgh  of  Euejham,  within  the 
fame,  ufed  formerly  to  take;  and  that  fuch  burgeffes  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  every  of  them,  from 
henceforth  forever,  may  fully  and  peaceably  have,  obtain,  poffefs,  and  enjoy  all  the  liberties,  pri- 
vileges, franchifes,  and  immunities,  hertofore  by  us,  or  by  any  of  our  predecelfors,  kings  or  queens 
of  England,  granted  to  the  bailiffs,  aldermen,  and  burgelles  of  the  burgh  of  Euejkam,  by  that 
or  any  other  name  or  names  whatfoever  heretofore  incorporated.  And  further,  of  our  fpedal  grace, 
and  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for 
ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccei'fors,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes 
of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccellors,  full  power,  authority  and  jurildiction,  that  the  mayor 
of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  may  have  power  to  exercife,  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  the 
liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  from  henceforth  forever,  punilhments  and  corrections  upon  all  and 
fingular  drunkards,  and  all  harlot-,  whores,  bauds,  and  all  other  wicked  and  incontinent  perfons 
whatfoever,-  and  alio  all  and  fingular  thofe  who  difhoneftly  and  malicioully,  upon  any  occafion, 
converfe  together,  or  wickedly  quarrel ;  and  alfo  all  fuch  as  are  called  fcolds,  and  other  delinquents 
inhabiting  or  dwelling  within  the  faid  burgh,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  as  well  by  verdict  and 
prefentment  of  twelve  honeft  and  lawful  men  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  as  by  any 
other  ways  and  means,  which  to  the  laid  mayor  for  the  time  being  fhall  leem  moft  expedient.  And 
further,  of  our  fpecial  favour,  and  out  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  granted, 
and  by  thefe  prelenls  for  ourlelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  give  and  grant  fpecial  licence,  free 
leave,  and  lawful  power  and  authority,  to  the  laid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgelles  of  the  burgh 
aforelaid,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  to  have,  receive,  and  purchafe,  to  them  and  their  fucceflbrs  forever, 
melfuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  paltures,  woods,  underwoods,  rectories,  tithes, 
rents,  reverfions,  and  other  hereditaments  whatlbever,  within  our  kingdom  of  England,  or  elfe- 
where  in  our  dominions,  as  well  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  any  other  perlbn  or  perfons 
whatfoever,  which  are  not  held  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccellors,  immediately,  in  capite,  or  by  knight's 
feivice,  fo  as  fuch  melfuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  paltures,  Woods,  undenvo  ,d  , 
rectories,  tithes,  rents,  reverfions,  fervices,  and  other  hereditaments  lb  by  them  to  be  had,  taken j 

or 
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or  purchafed,  do  not  exceed  in  the  whole  the  clear  yearly  value  or  Turn  of  forty  pounds,  beyond  all 
charges  and  reprizes,  (the  ftatutes  of  lands  and  tenements  m  mortmain,  or  any" oiher  ftatute,  aft, 
ordinance,  or  provifion  before  that  time  made,  ordained,  or  provided,  or  any  other  aft,  caufe, 
or  matter  vvhatfoever  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywife,  notwithftanding.)  Alfo  we  give,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  lor  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  grant  to  all  and  every  our  fubjeft  or  fub- 
jefts  whatfoever,  and  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  fpecial  licenfe,  lawful  power  and  authority,  that 
they,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  may  have  power  to  give,  grant,  fell,  bequeath,  or  alien,  to  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors,  mefsuages,  lands, 
tenements,  meadows,  paftures,  woods,  underwoods,  reftories,  tithes,  rents,  reverfions,  fervices, 
and  other  hereditaments  whatfoever,  which  are  not  immediately  held  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccef- 
fors, in  capite,  or  otherwife  by  knight's  fervice,  fo  as  the  faid  mefsuages,  lands,  tenements-,  mea- 
dows, paftures,  feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  reftories,  tithes,  rents,  reverfions,  fervices,  and 
other  hereditaments,  fo  by  virtue  of  thele  prefents  to  be  given,  granted,  bequeathed,  or  aliened  to 
the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  do  not  ex- 
ceed in  the  whole  clear  yearly  value  the  fum  of  forty  pounds,  beyond  all  charges  and  reprizes, 
(the  ftatutes  of  lands  and  tenements  in  mortmain,  or  any  other  thing,  caufe,  or  matter  whatfoever, 
heretofore  had,  made,  done,  ordained,  or  provided  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywife,  notwith- 
ftanding.) And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors, 
do  give,  grant,  confirm,  ratify,  and  approve  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the 
burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  all  and  all  manner  of  liberties,  franchises,  immunities,  ex- 
emptions, privileges,  difcharges,  jurifdiftions,  lands,  te^ementspwaftes,  commons,  ancTheredita- 
ments  whatfoever,  whichThe  mayor,  afdermenrand  burgeffes  nbw~Rave,  hold,  ufe,  and  enjoy, 
or  which  they  or  their  predecefl'ors,  by  whaT  nalne  oTTiaTriesT^ 

or  pretence  of  anylhcbrporation,  haveTieretofore  had,  ufed,  and  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  have,  ufe, 
or  enjoy,  or  any  eftate  of  inheritance,  or  by  reafon  of,  or  under  pretence  of  any  charters  or  letters 
patent,  by  any  of  our  predeceffors  or  anceftors,  kings  or  queens  of  England,  by  any  means  here- 
tofore made,  confirmed,  or  granted,  or  by  any  other  lawful  means,  right,  title,  cuftom,  ufe,  or 
prefcription  whatfoever,  heretofore  lawfully  ufed,  had,  or  accuftomed,  although  the  fame,  or  any 
of  them,  have  formerly  been  difufed,  abufed,  or  discontinued,  and  although  the  fame,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  are  or  have  been  forfeited  or  loft,  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  to  the  faid  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  burgefses  oF the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors  forever,  yielding  and  paying 
therefore  to  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  yearly,  fuch,  fo  many,  fo  great,  and  the  fame  rents,  fer- 
vices, fums  of  money,  and  demands  whatfoever,  as  and  which  heretofore  have  been  accuftomed, 
or  ought  to  be  rendered  and  paid  to  us  for  the  fame :  wherefore  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prelents  for 
ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  firmly  enjoining,  do  command  that  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors,  may  have,  hold,  enjoy,  and  may  be 
capable  fully  and  abfolutely  to  have,  hold,  ufe,  and  enjoy  forever,  all  liberties,  free  cuftoms,  pri- 
vileges, authorities,  jurifdiftions,  and  difcharges  aforefaid,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effeft  of 
thefe  our  letters  patent,  without  any  let  or  hinderance  whatfoever,  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccefsors  ; 
we  being  willing  that  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  laid  burgh,  and  their  fuc- 
cefsors, or  any  or  either  of  them,  may  not  be  difturbed,  molefted,  vexed,  or  grieved,  by  us  or  our 
heirs,  or  by  our  juftices,  fheriffs,  efcheators,  or  other  our  bailiffs  or  minifters,  or  of  our  heirs  or 
fuccefsors  whatloever,  by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  or  any  of  them :  willing,  and  by  thele  prefents 
for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  commanding,  as  well  our  treafurers,  chancellors,  and  ba- 
rons of  our  exchequer,  and  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  as  our  attorney  and  folicitor  general  for  the 
time  being,  and  every  of  them,  and  all  other  our  officers,  and  minifters  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors 
whatfoever,  that  neither  they,  nor  any  or  either  of  them,  fhall  profecute  or  continue,  or  make 
or  caufe  to  be  profecuted  and  continued,  any  writ  or  fummons  of  quo  warranto,  or  any  other  writ 
or  writs,  or  procefses  whatfoever,  againft  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid, 
or  any  or  either  of  them,  for  any  caufes,  matters,  things,  offences,  claims,  or  ufurpations,  by  them 
or  either  of  them  due,  claimed,  attempted,  ufed,  had,  or  ulurped  before  the  day  of  the  making  of 
thefe  prefents :  willing  alfo,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  laid  burgh,  or  either 
of  them,  fhall  not  be  molefted  or  difturbed  by  any  of  the  juftices,  officers,  or  minifters  aforefaid, 
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for  or  by  reafon  of  theufe,  claim,  ufurpation,  or  abufe  of  any  liberties,  franchifes,  or  jurifdic- 
tions,  before  the  day  of  the  making  of  thefe  letters  patent,  or  be  Compelled  to  anfwer  to  the  fame, 
or  either  of  them.    And  whereas  the  lady  Elizabeth,  late  queen  of  England,  by  her  letters  patent 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  bearing  date  at  Wejlmirijter,  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  in 
the  ninth  year  of  her  reign,  for  the  confideration  therein  mentioned  did  give  and  grant  to  her 
then  beloved  Edward  Hobby,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  Hobby,  knt.  then  deceafed,  the  office 
of  bailiff  of  tlTlTrTunared^and  libertyof  Bhkenh!£rJl,_Tn  her  county  of  Worcefter,  thentofore  parcel 
or  the  pollellion  of^the^ate-mon^ilery  oCEvejham,  lhThe  laid  county  of  Worcefter,  and  all  and 
lingular  amerciaments,  efcheats,  eft  rears,  profits  oT  courts,  view  of  frank  pledge,  and  all  other 
pro1its^\vlTatfoever-,^om~Trnle_to  time  happening  within  the  faid  hundred  and  liberty,  and  made, 
orHalnedT  and  conftituted  the  faid  Edward,  bailiff  of  the  hundred  and  liberties  aforefaid,  by  the 
fame  her  letters  patent,  (except  neverthelefs,  and  always  referved  out  of  the  faid  grant,  to  the  faid 
late  queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors,  all  amerciaments,  efcheats,  eftreats,  forfeitures,  perquifites, 
and  other  profits  within  the  town  of  Eve/ham,  in~the  faid  county  of  Worcefter,)  to  have,  hold, 
perceive,  exercife,  and  enjoy  the  faid  office,  and  all  and  lingular  the  premifes  in  the  faid  letters 
patent  exprefsed  and  fpecified,  with  the  appurtenances,  (except  before  excepted,)  to  the  faid  Ed- 
ward Hobby,  as  well  by  himfelf  as  his  fufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  for  the  term  of  the  life  of  the 
faid  Edward  Hobby,  as  fully,  freely,  and  clearly,  and  in  as  ample  a  manner  and  form,  as  the  faid 
Thomas  Hobby,  knt.  deceafed,  heretofore  had,  held,  exercifed,  and  enjoyed  the  faid  office,  and 
other  the  premifes,  or  ought  to  have  had,  held,  exercifed,  and  enjoyed  the  fame.    And  further, 
the  faid  late  queen,  by  the  fame  her  letters  patent,  did  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Edward  Hobby, 
for  the  exercife  and  performance  of  the  faid  office,  the  wages  and  fee  of  forty  (hillings  a  year,  of 
lawful  money  of  England,  to  have,  perceive,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  faid  wages  and  fee,  to  the  faid 
Edward  Hobby,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  by  the  hands  of  the  receiver  of  the  faid  late  queen,  her 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  for  the  time  being,  out  of  the  iffues,  rents,  revenues,  and  profits  of  the  faid 
late  queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceifors,  within  the  faid  county  of  Worcefter,  lately  to  the  faid  late 
monaftery  belonging  or  appertaining,  as  by  the  faid  letters  patent  amongft  other  things  more  fully 
may  appear.    Know  ye,  that  we  of  our  further  fpecial  favour,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and 
mere  motion,  and  alio  in  confideration  that  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgetles,  and  their 
fuccefsors,  after  the  death,  furrender,  or  forfeiture  of  the  faid  Edward  Hobby,  will  acquit  and  exo- 
nerate us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  lives  of  John  Keighley,  fon  of 
the  faid  Philip  Keighley,  knt.  Philip  Harris,  the  younger,,  fon  of  the  faid  Philip  Harris,  and  Theo- 
philus  Bayley,  fon  of  the  faid  Lewis  Bayley,  of  and  from  the  payment  of  the  faid  wages  and  fee  of 
forty  fliillings  a  year,  for  the  exercife  and  performance  of  the  laid  office  of  bailiff  of  the  hundred 
and  liberties  aforefaid,  fo  as  aforefaid  payable  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  have  given  and 
granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fuccefsors,  for  and  during  the  natural 
lives  of  the  faid  John  Keighley,  Philip  Harris,  the  younger,  and  Theophilus  Bayley,  and  the  longed 
liver  of  them,  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  hundred  and  liberty  aforefaid,  to  have,  hold,  exercife, 
and  enjoy  the  faid  office,  and  all  and  lingular  the  premifes  before  exprefsed  and  fpecified,  with 
the  appurtenances,  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the 
time  being,  and  their  fuccefsors,  as  well  by  themfelves,  as  their  fufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  after 
the  death,  furrender,  or  forfeiture  of  the  faid  Edward  Hobby,  for  the  term  of  the  natural  lives  of 
the  faid  John  Keighley,  Philip  Harris,  the  younger,  and  Theophilus  Bayley,  and  the  life  of  the 
longeft  liver  of  them,  as  fully,  freely,  and  clearly,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  form,  as  the  faid 
Thomas  Hobby,  knt.  deceafed,  or  the  faid  Edward  Hobby,  or  any  other  officer  or  officers,  have 
heretofore  had,  exercifed,  ufed,  or  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  have  held,  ufed,  or  enjoyed  the  laid 
office,  and  the  reft  of  the  premiles.    And  whereas  we,  by  our  letters  patent,  under  the  feal  of  our 
court  of  Exchequer,  bearing  date  at  lYeflminfler,  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  fecond  year 
of  our  reign  over  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  and  of  Scotland  the  thirty-feventh,  did  affign 
and  conftitute  George  Hawkins,  gent,  to  the  office  of  fteward  and  keeper  of  courts  leet  and  view 
of  frank  pledge,  of  all  and  lingular  our  manors,  lands,  tenements,  polseffions,  and  hereditaments 
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whatfoever,  with  all  their  liberties,  members,  and  appurtenances,  in  our  county  of  Worcefter, 
heretofore  belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  late  monaftery  of  Evefliam,  and  formerly  parcel 
of  the  pofhefTions  thereof,  we  have  made,  ordained,  and  conftituted  the  faid  George  Hawkins, 
(reward  and  keeper  of  the  courts  leet,  liberties  of  frank  pledge,  of  the  lords  of  the  manors,  tene- 
ments, and  the  reft  of  the  premifes  in  our  faid  letters  patent" fpecified,  and  to  exercife,  hold,  exe- 
cute, and  perforin  all  things  in  anywife  touching  or  concerning  the  faid  office  of  fteward,  which 
of  right  by  us  or  our  officers  ought  and  ufed  to  be  holden,  and"  kept  of  and  in  the  faid  premifes, 
(faving  always  to  ourfelves  all  amerciaments,  fines,  and  other  profits  in  the  faid  courts  leet,  views 
of  frankpledge,  and  premifes,  from  time  to  time  coming,  growing,  and  arifing,  and  to  us  due 
and  belonging,)  to  have,  enjoy,  occupy,  and  exercife  the  faid  office,  with  all  its  appurtenances, 
to  the  faid  George  Hawkins,  as  well  by  himfelf  as  by  his  fufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  during  our 
pleafure.  And  further,  whereas  by  the  fame  our  letters  patent,  we  did  affign  and  appoint  to  the 
faid  George  Hawkins  the  wages  or  fee  of  forty  fMlings  a  year,  of  lawful  money  of  England,  for 
the  exercife  of  his  office,  to  be  yearly  received  out  of  the  ifsues,  rents,  farms,  revenues,  and  pro- 
fits of  the  faid  manors,^  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  the  reft  of  the  faid  premifes, 
from  time  to  time  coming,  growing,  or  arifing,  as  well  by  his  own  hands,  and  by  him  to  be  re- 
tained, as  by  the  hands  of  our  receiver  general  in  the  faid  county,  or  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  pre- 
mifes for  the  time  being,  at  the  feafts  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  and  the  annunciation  of  the 
blefsed  Virgin  Mary,  by  equal  portions,  to  be  paid  during  our  pleafure,  together  with  all  other 
wages,  fees,  allowances,  liveries,  diet,  profits,  commodities,  advantages,  authorities,  liberties, 
places,  and  preheminencies  whatfoever,  to  the  faid  office  of  right  due,  ufed,  accuftomed,  belong- 
ing, or  appertaining,  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  the  faid  George  Hawkins,  or  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  heretofore  having,  exercifing,  or  occupying  the  faid  office,  ever  had,  perceived, 
or  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  have,  perceive,  or  enjoy,  in  or  for  the  exercife  or  performance  of  the 
fame,  as  by  the  faid  letters  patent  more  fully  may  appear;  which  faid  good  pleafure  of  ours  we 
by  thefe  prefents  determine.  Further,  know  ye  that  we,  of  our  fpeciil  favour,  and  of  our  ceitain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  afligned,  named,  and  conftituted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for 
ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  do  affign,  name,  and  conftitute  the  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh 
of  Evejham  for  the  time  being,  for  and  during  the  natural  lives  of  the  laid  John  Keighley,  Philip 
Harris,  the  younger,  and  Theophilus  Bayley,  and  the  longeft  liver  of  them,  to  the  office  and  offices 
of  fteward  and  keeper  of  the  courts  leet  and  views  of  frank  pledge,  of  all  and  fingular  our  manors, 
lands,  tenements,  pofseffions,  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  with  all  their  rights,  members,  li- 
berties, and  appurtenances  whatfoever,  in  the  faid  county  of  Worcefter,  heretofore  belonging  or 
appertaining  to  the  late  monaftery  of  Evejham,  in  the  faid  county,  and  being  formerly  parcel  of 
the  pofseffions  thereof:  and  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  make,  ordain,  and  conftitute  the  mayor  of  the 
faid  burgh  for  the  time  being,  for  and  during  the  natural  lives  of  the  faid  John  Keighley,  Philip 
Harris,  the  younger,  and  1 heophilus  Bayley,  and  the  longeft  liver  of  them,  fteward  and  keeper  of 
the  courts  leet  and  views  of  frank  pledge  of  the  premifes,  and  to  exercife,  do,  hold,  execute,  and 
perform  all  things  to  the  faid  office  anywife  touching  or  concerning,  which  of  right,  by  us  or  our 
officers,  ufed  to  be  held  and  kept  in  the  faid  premifes,  (referving  always  to  ourfelves  all  amercia- 
ments, fines,  ifsues,  and  other  profits  in  the  faid  courts  leet,  views  of  frank  pledge,  from  time  to 
time  coming,  growing,  arifing,  or  happening,  to  us  due  or  belonging,;  to  have,  hold,  enjoy, 
and  exercife  the  faid  office  of  fteward,  with  all  the  appurtenances,  to  the  faid  mayor  for  the  time 
being,  as  well  by  himfelf,  as  by  his  fufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  during  the  natural  lives  of  the 
faid  John  Keighley,  Philip  Harris,  the  younger,  and  Theophilus  Bayley,  and  the  life  of  the  longeft 
liver  of  them,  together  with  all  other  wages,  fees,  allowances,  liveries,  diet,  profits,  commodities, 
advantages,  authorities,  liberties,  places,  and  preheminencies  whatfoever,  to  the  faid  office  of  right 
due,  accuftomed,  belonging,  or  appertaining,  in  as  ample  a  manner  and  form  as  the  faid  George 
Hawkins,  gent,  or  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  heretofore  having,  exercifing,  or  occupying  the 
faid  office,  ever  had,  perceived,  or  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  have,  perceive,  or  enjoy,  for  the  exercife 
and  performance  of  the  offices  of  fteward  and  keeper  of  the  courts  leet  and  view  of  frank  pledge 
aforefaid.    And  further,  for  the  better  education  of  boys  and  youth  within  the  faid  burgh,  and 
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the  liberties  and  precin&s  thereof,  forever,  to  be  educated  and  inftru&ed  in  good  arts,  learning, 
virtue,  and  literature,  of  our  fpecial  favour,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we 
have  willed,  granted,  and  ordained,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflors, 
do  will,  grant,  and  ordain,  that  from  henceforth  forever,  there  be  and  (hall  be  within  the  laid 
burgh,  and  the  liberties  and  precin&s  thereof,  one  grammar  fchool,  which  (hall  be  called  the  free 
grammar  fchool  of  prince  Henry  in  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter ;  and  we  ordain,  make,, 
found,  and  eftablifh  it,  by  thefe  prefents,  by  the  name  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  of  prince  Henry 
in  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter  :  and  that  the  faid  fchool  may  be  or  conlift  of  one  mal- 
ter,  and  one  under-mafter  or  ulher,  and  fcholars  in  the  fame,  to  be  taught  and  inftrurted  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinance  and  conftitutions  hereafter  in  thefe  prefents  fpecified  and  declared.    And  that 
our  faid  intention  may  have  the  better  effecf,  and  that  the  manors,  meffuages,  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  reyerfions,  revenues,  hereditaments,  goods  and  chattels,  and  other  profits,  granted,  affigned, 
and  appointed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  aforefaid,  may  be  the  better  ma- 
naged, and  for  the  continuance  of  the  faid  fchool,  we  will,  grant  and  ordain,  that  the  mayor  and 
the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  and  their  fucceflors,  from  henceforth  forever, 
{hall  be  called  governors  of  the  goods,  poffeffions,  and  revenues  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  of 
prince  Henry  in  EveJIiam,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter.    And  further,  of  our  fpecial  grace,  and  of 
our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  will,  ordain,  and  confirm,  by  thefe  prefents,  for 
ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  that  the  faid  mayor  of  the  faid  burgh  of  Euefkam,  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  reft  of  the  common  council  of  the  faid  burgh,  from  henceforth  forever,  may  and 
fhall  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  of  themfelves,  in  reality,  deed,  and  name,  by  the  name 
of  the  governors  of  the  goods,  poffeffions,  and  revenues  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  of  prince 
Henry  in  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter :  and  we,  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors, 
do  incorporate,  ereft,  create,  ordain,  make,  and  confirm  them  and  their  fuccellbrs,  into  one  body 
corporate  and  politic,  really  and  ablblutely,  by  thefe  prefents ;  and  that  by  the  faid  name  of 
governors  of  the  goods,  poffeffions,  and  revenues  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  of  prince  Henry  in 
Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  they  may  perpetually,  in  all  future  times,  be  known, 
called,  or  named,  and  have  a  perpetual  fucceffion.    And  further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and  by  thefe 
prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  do  grant  to  the  faid  governors  and  their  luccef- 
ors,  that  they  and  their  fuccefsors,  from  henceforth  forever,  may  have  a  common  feal  for  their 
bufmefs  touching  the  free  grammar  fchool  aforefaid,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of 
thefe  our  letters  patent;  and  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them  and  their  fucceflors,  from 
time  to  time,  at  their  pleafure,  the  faid  feal  to  break,  amend,  and  make  anew,  as  to  them  fhall 
feem  beft  to  be  done  :  and  that  they  and  their  fucceflors,  by  the  name  of  governors  of  the  goods, 
poffeffions,  and  revenues  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  of  prince  Henry  in  Evejham,  in  the  county  of 
Worcefter,  be  and  fhall  be  for  ever,  in  all  future  times,  fit  able  perfons,  and  capable  by  law  to 
have,  purchafe,  receive,  and  poffefs,  to  themfelves  and  their  fucceflors,  goods  and  chattels,  and 
alfo  manors,  mefsuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  paftures,  rents,  reverfions,  leivices, 
rectories,  tithes,  and  other  poffeffions  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  for  the  fupport  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  faid  grammar  fchool,  as  well  from  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefsors,  as  from  any  other 
perlbn  or  perfons  whatfoever:  and  that  the  faid  governors  and  their  fucceflors,  by  the  name  of 
the  governors  of  the  goods,  poffeffions,  and  revenues  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  of  piince  Henry 
in  Evejham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  may  plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended, 
anfwer  and  be  anfwered,  in  all  and  fingular  caufes,  plaints,  actions,  luits,  and  demands  whatfo- 
ever, of  what  kind,  nature  or  fpecies  foever,  in  any  places  or  courts  whatfoever,  of  us,  our  heirs 
or  fucceflors,  and  before  whatfoever  judges  or  juftices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccellbrs,  or  any  of 
them,  within  our  kingdom  of  England  ;  and  by  the  name  aforefaid  to  do  and  perform  all  and 
fingular  other  deeds  and  matters,  as  any  other  our  liege  fubje6ts  of  our  kingdom  of  England, 
being  perfons  fit  and  capable  by  law  to  do,  and  may  do  in  the  faid  places  and  courts,  and  belore  the 
judges  and  juftices  aforefaid.    And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflors,  do  give  and  grant  licence,  power,  and  authority  to  the  faid  governors  and 
their  fucceflors,  to  chufe,  nominate  and  appoint,  and  that  they  may  chule  and  appoint,  one  honeft 
man,  learned  and  fearing  God,  to  be  mafter  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  aiorelaid,  and  one  other 
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difcveet  and  fit  man  to  be  under-mafier,  or  ufher  of  the  faid  fchool,  which  faid  mafter  and  under- 
mafter,  fo  as  aforefaid  chofen,  named,  and  appointed,  (hall  be  and  continue,  and  each  of  them 
ihail  be  and  continue  in  the  offices  aforefaid,  during  the  pleafure  of  the  faid  governors  and  their, 
fucceffors  for  the  time  being ;   and  that  as  often  as  it  happens  that  any  matter  or  under-mafter  of 
the  free  grammar  ichool  aforefaid,  fhall  die  or  be  removed  from  his  office  or  place  aforefaid,  that 
then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  governors  and  their  fucceffors,  to 
eleft,  nominate,  and  prefer  one  other  honeft  and  learned  man,  fearing  God,  into  the  place  of 
fueh  mafter  fo  dead  or  removed  from  his  office  or  place  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo  one  other  honeft  and 
fit  man  into  the  place  of  fuch  under-mafter  fo  happening  to  die  or  be  difplaced ;   and  that  every 
mafter  or  under-mafter,  fo  as  aforefaid  chofen,  named,  and  preferred,  fhall  be  and  continue  in  the 
office  or  place  of  mafier  or  ufher  of  the  faid  fchool,  during  the  pleafure  of  the  faid  governors  of  the 
goods,  poifeffions,  and  revenues  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors :   and  that  they  the  faid  governors 
of  the  goods,  pofleffions,  and  revenues  of  the  faid  free  grammar  fchool  of  prince  Henry  in  Evefliam, 
in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  fucceffors,  may  and  may  have  power  to 
make  fit  and  wholefome  ftatutes  and  Ordinances  in  writing,  touching  and  concerning  the  nomina- 
tion, punilhnient,  government,  expullion,  removal,  and  direction  of  the  faid  free  grammar  fchool, 
the  mafter  and  under-mjfter  of  the  fame,  and  the  fcholais  in  the  faid  fchool  being,  touching  and 
concerning  the  ordering,  government,  leafing,  placing,  difpofing,  recovery,  defence,  and  prefer- 
vation  of  the  manors,  meffuages,  lands,  tenements,  pofleffions,  hereditaments,  goods  and  chattels, 
to  be  given,  granted,  or  affigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  aforefaid,  which 
faid  ftatutes  and  ordinances  fo  to  be  made,  we  will  and  ordain,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves, 
our  heirs  and  fucceflors,  do  enjoin  and  command,  (hall  from  time  to  time  be  inviolably  obferved : 
provided  nevertheleis,  that  the  faid  ftatutes  and  ordinances  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  made,  or  either  of 
then),  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  rights,  or  cuftoms  of  this  our  kingdom 
of  England.    And  of  our  fpecial  grace,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have 
further  given  and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  give 
and  grant  to  the  faid  governors  of  the  faid  goods,  pofleffions,  and  revenues  of  the  faid  free  gram- 
mar Ichool  of  prince  Henry  in  Evejliam,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  and  their  fucceffors,  fpecial 
licence,  and  free  licence,  power,  and  authority,  to  have,  purchafe,  receive,  and  poffefs,  to  them 
and  their  fucceffors  forever,  to  the  perpetual  fupport  and  maintenance  of  the  free  grammar  fchool 
aforefaid,  manors,  melfuages,  lands,  tenements,  paftures,  feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  rectories, 
rents,  reveifions,  and  (ervices,  and  other  hereditaments  whatfoever,  within  our  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, or  elfewhere  in  our  dominions,  as  well  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  as  of  any  other  perfon 
or  perfons  whatfoever,  which  are  not  held  from  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  immediately,  in  capite, 
or  by  knight's  fervice,  fo  as  that  the  faid  manors,  meffuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  paftures, 
feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  reftories,  tithes,  rents,  reverfions,  fervices,  and  other  heredita- 
ments, in  the  whole,  do  not  exceed  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  pounds,  beyond  all  charges  and 
reprizes,  (the  ftatutes  of  lands  and  tenements  in  mortmain,  or  any  other  ftatute,  aft,  ordinance, 
or  provifion  to  the  contrary  thereof  had,  made,  or  provided,  or  any  other  thing,  caule,  or  matter 
whatioever,  in  anywile,  nolwithftanding.)    And  alfo  we  give  and  grant,  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs 
and  fuccelsors,  by  thefe  prefents,  to  every  of  our  fubjefts.  and  of  our  heirs  and  fucceffors  whatfo- 
ever, fpecial  licence,  and  free  licence,  power  and  authority,  that  they,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
may  give,  grant,  fell,  bequeath,  or  alien,  manors,  meffuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  paf- 
tures, feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  reftories,  tithes,  rents,  reverfions,  fervices,  and  other  here- 
ditaments whatioever,  which  are  not  held  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  immediately,  in  capite,  or 
otherwife  by  knight's  fervice,  to  the  faid  governors  of  the  goods,  poffeffions,  and  revenues  of  the  faid 
free  grammar  fchool  of  prince  Henry  in  Evejliam,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  and  their  fucceffors, 
lo  that  the  faid  manors,  meffuages,  lands,  tenements,  paftures,  feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  refto- 
iies,  tithes,  rents,  reveifions,  lervices,  and  hereditaments,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  given,  granted,  be- 
queathed, and  affigned  to  the  laid  governors  and  their  fucceffors,  by  virtue  of  thele  prefents,  do  not 
exceed  in  the  whole  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  pounds,  beyond  all  charges  and  reprifals,  (the 
ftatutes  of  lands  and  tenements  in  mortmain,  or  any  other  ftatute,  act,  ordinance,  or  provifion 
bertofore  had,  made,  done,  ordered,  01  provided,  or  any  other  thing,  caufe,  or  matter  whatioever,  in 
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anywife  notwithflanding.)  And  further,  of  our  fpecial  favour,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  by 
thefe  prefents,  do  give,  grant,  and  confirm  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid, 
and  their  fuccefsors,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  mafter  of  the  fchool  aforefaid,  for  the 
time  being,  a  certain  annuity  of  ten  pounds,  by  the  year,  heretofore 'by  us,  and  divers  of  our  pre- 
deceffors  and  ancefiors,  allowed  and  paid-*t0  the  mafter  of  the  faid  fchbol,  as  appears  to  us  from  fe- 
veral  records  and  memorandums  remaining  in  our  court  of  exchequer,  to  have,  receive,  and  per- 
ceive the  faid  annuity  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgefses  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their 
fuccelTors,  to  the  ufe  aforefaid,  by  the  hands  of  our  receiver  in  our  county  of  Worcefter,  at  the 
feafts  of  the  annunciation  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  by  equal 
portions,  to  be  paid  yearly  forever ;  and  thefe  our  letters  patent,  or  copies  thereof,  lhall  be  from 
time  to  time,  as  well  to  the  faid  receiver  for  the  time  being,  as  to  all  other  our  officers  and  minifters 
whatfoever,  a  fufficient  warrant  and  difcharge  for  the  allowance  and  payment  thereof,  in  this  be- 
half. And  we  alfo  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  ourfelves,  our  heirs  and  fucceifors,  do  grant  to 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  thefe  our 
letters  patent,  and  all  and  fmgular  the  things  therein  contained,  fhall  ftand,  remain,  and  be  firm, 
fufficient,  and  effectual  in  the  law ;  and  that  all  things  in  thefe  prefents  expreffed  and  fpecified 
fhall,  as  well  as  to  expreflion  as  intention,  beneficially,  favourably,  and  gracioufly  be  conftrued, 
expounded,  and  declared,  to  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes 
of  the  burgh  afoiefaid,  and  their  fucceifors,  as  towards  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  any  omif- 
fion  or  default  in  the  fame,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywife,  notwithftanding.  We  alfo  will, 
and  by  thefe  prefents,  do  grant  to  the  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes  of  the  burgh  aforefaid, 
and  their  fucceifors,  that  they  may  and  fhall  have  thefe  letters  patent,  duly  made  and  ligned  under 
our  great  feai  of  England,  without  fine  or  fee  great  or  fmall,  to  us  in  our  hanaper  or  elfewhere, 
to  our  ufe,  by  any  means,  to  be  rendered,  paid,  or  done  for  the  fame  :  and  that  exprefs  mention 
of  the  true  yearly  value,  or  of  any  other  value  or  certainty  of  the  premiies,  or  any  part  of  them, 
or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants,  by  us,  or  by  any  of  our  anceftors  and  progenitors,  to  the  fa-id 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes 'of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  heretofore  made,  may  not  be  taken,  (any 
ftatute,  aft,  ordinance,  provifion,  proclamation,  or  reftri&ion  to  the  contrary  thereof,  heretofore 
had,  made,  ordained,  or  provided,  or  any  other  thing,  caufe,  Or  matter,  m  anywife  notwith- 
ftanding,) in  witnefs  whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  our- 
felves at  Wejlminjler,  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign  over  England,  France, 
and  Ireland,  and  over  Scotland  the  thirty-eighth. 


THE  END. 
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